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Chaudhuri, Babu Tankanath. [Dinajpur (Non-Muhammadan).] • 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hafizar Rahman. [Bogra (Muham- 
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Chaudhuri, Maulvi Shah Muhammad. [Malda cum Jalpaiguri 
(Muhammadan). J # 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendranath. [24-Pargauas Rural North (Non-* 
Muhammadan).] 

Chaudhuri, Sir Ashutosh. [Bogra rum Raima (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Chaudhuri, the Jlon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

[Minister, Myinensingh East (Muhammadan).] 

Cochran, Mr. A. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. [Calcutta South Central (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Currie, Mr. \V. C. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce). 
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Das, Balm Bhishmadev. (Nominated Non-oftieial — Depressed (’lasses.) 
Das, Mr. S. R. (Calcutta North-West (Non-Muhammadan). J 
Das, Rai Bahadur Amur Nath. (Nominated Official). 

Das Gupta, Babu Nibaran Chandra. [Bakarganj North (Non-Muham- 
madan). ] 
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Doss, Rai Bahadur Cyan Lai. [Dacca City (Non-MuhammaSan) . ] 
Dutt, Mr. A joy Chunder. [Bankura East (tfon-Mul*immadan) .] 
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I'aaoqui, Mr. K. ft. M. [Tip*pern (Muhammadan).] 

Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 
French, Mr. K C. (Nominated Official.) 
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Ghatak, Rai Sahib Nilmani. [Malda (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ghosrf, Mr. D. C. [24-Parganas Rural South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ghose, Rai Bahadur Jogendra Chunder. (Calcutta University).* 
Gordon, Mr. A. D. (Indian Tea Association). 

Guyta, Mr. N. B. (Nominated Official). 
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Haq, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. [Tippera (Muhammadan).] 

Hopkyns, Mr. W. S. (Nominated Official.) 

Huq, Maulvi Ekramul. [Murshidabad (Muhammadan).] 

Hussain, Maulvi Md. Madassur. [Burdwau Division North 
(Muhammadan).] 
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James, Mr. R. H. L. Langford. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 
Jfjnah, Bab u Sarat Chandra. [ Midnapore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
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Karim, Maulvi Abdul. [Faridpur North (Muhammadan).] 

Karim, Maulvi Fazlal. [Bakaiganj South (Muhammadan).] 

Kerr, the Hon’ble Mr. J. 11. (Member, Executive Council.) 

Khan, Babu Idebendra Lai. [Midnapore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Maulvi Hamid-ud-din. [Rangpur East (Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Maulvi Md. Rafique Uddin. [Myinensingh East (Muham- 
madan ) . ] 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. [Calcutta North (Muhliaminadan).] 
Khan Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Md. Ershad Ali. [Rajshahi 
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* 

Lang, Mr. J. (Nominated Official.) 

Larmou^, Mr. F. A. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

Law, Raja Res&ee Case. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 

M 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, the Hobble. (Member, Execu- 
tive Council.) * 

Makramali, Munshi. [Noakhali (Muhammadan).] 

Marr, Mr. A. (Nominated Official.) 

McKenzie, Mr. D. P. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 
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Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. [Hooghly Municipal (Non- 
'M uhammadan ) . ] 

Mitier, the Hon’ble Mr. Provash Chunder. (Minister, Presidency 
Landholders.) 

Moitrd, Dr. Jatindra Nath. [Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Morgan, M^. G. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Mukharji, Babu Satisli Chandra [Hooghly cum Howrah Rural (Non- 
Muhammadan.) ] 

Mukherjee, Babu Nitya Dhon. [Howrah Municipalities (Non-Muham- 
madan.)] 

Mukherji, Professor S. C. (Nominated Non-Official — The Indian 
Christian Community.) 

Mukhopadhaya, Babu Karat Chandra. [Midnapore South (Non-Muham- 
madan.) ] 

Mullick, Babu Nirode Rebury. [Bakarganj South (Non-Muham- 
madan.)] 

Mullick, Babu Surendra Nath. [Calcutta South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
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Nakey, Mirza Muhammad Ali. [24-Parganas Municipal South (Muham- 
madan). ] 

Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. [24-Parganas Rural Central (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 
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I'ahlowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubbar. [Mymensingh West (Muham- 
madan). ] 

Pal, Rai Bahadur Radha Charan. [Calcutta East (Non-Muham- 
madan). ] 

Payne, Mr. C. F. (Nominated Official.) 

Poddar, Babu Keshorani. (Bengal Marwari Association.) ' 

Pugh, Colonel A. J. [Presidency and Burdwau ( Eu*opean ) . ] 
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ltae, Mr. W. R. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

Raheem. Mr. Abdur. (Nominated Non-Official.) 

Rahim, the Hon’ble Sir Ad-ur. (Member, Executive Council.) 

Raikat, Mr. Prasanna jDeb. [Jalpaiguri (Non-Muhammadan).} 

Rauf, Maulvi Shah Abdur. JRaugpur West (Muhammadan).] 

Rsfy, Babu Bhabendra Chandra. [Jessore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray, Babu Surendra Nath. [Deputy President, 24-Parganas Munici- 
" pal South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
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Ray,. Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. (Rajshahi Landholders.) 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Upendra Lai. (Chittagong Landholders.) 

Ray Ctaudhuri, Babu Brojendra Kishor. (Dacca Landholders.) 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Krishna Chandra. (Nominated Non-Official 

Labouring Classes.) 

Ray Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. [Mymensingh We^st (Non- 
# Muhammadan ) . ] 

Roy, Babu Bijoy Prosad Singh. [Burdwan (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Babu Jogendra Krishna. [Faridpur South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Babu Jogendra Nath. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Nalini Nath. [Jessore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunish Chandra. [Nadia (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Roy, Mr. J. E. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhusan. (Bengal Mahajnn Sabha.) 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mohan Singh. (Burdwan Landholders.) 

Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh. [Burdwan (Non-Muhammadan). J 
Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath. [Khulna (Non-Muhammadan).] 

8 

Salain, Khan Bahadur Abdus. [Jessore North (Muhammadan).] 
Sarkar, Babu Jogesh Chandra. [Rangpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sarkar, Babu Rishindra Nath. [Bankura West (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sinha, Babu Surendra Narayan. [Murshidabad (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Stark, Mr. H. A. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Sulirawaidy, Dr. A. [Dacca West Rural (Muhammadan).] 
Suhrawardy, Dr. Hassan. [ Hooghly cum Howrah Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. [Burdwan Division South (Muhammadan).] 
Swan Mr. J. A. L. (Nominated Official.) 

T 

Travers, Mr. W. [Rajshahi (European).] 

W 

Watson-Kmyth,«Mr. R. M. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce. ) 

Wheeler, the Hon’ble Sir Henry. (Afember, Executive Council.) 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. (Nominated Official.) 




THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL’ * 
PROCEEDINGS. 

(Official Report of the Fourth Session.) 

VOLUME IV. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Monday, the 29tb August, 1921, at 3 p.m. 


Present i 

The Hon'ble the President, the Hon’ble the four Members of the 
Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers and 101 nominated 
and elected Members. 


Oaths. 


The following members took an oath of allegiance to the Crown:— 
Mr. F. C. French. 

Mr. E. E. Biss. 

m 

The PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda) : 

Gentlemen, in accordance with the provisions of rule 3 of the Bengal 
Legislative Council Buies, 1 nominate the following members of the 
Council tp form a panel of four chairmen for the ensuing session, namely, 

Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri, 

Mr. B. M. Watson-Smvth, 

Bai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur, and 
Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq- 

Unless otherwise arranged, the senior member amongst them present, 
in the above order, will preside over the deliberations of the Council^ 
in the absence of the President and the Deputy President. 
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QUESTIONS. 

8 tarred Questions 


0 

,[29th Aug. 


(to which oral answers were given). 

Calcutta University Budget. 

*1. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U : („) Has the attention of 
the Ilon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education teen 
drawn to the fact that the budget of ihe University of Calcutta is placed 
before the Senate several months after the commencement of the finan- 
cial year? 

(b) What steps are being taken to ensure a more regular procedure? 

(c) Is it a fact that in November or December, 1920, the University 
of Calcutta pledged with the Bank of Bengal Government Treasury 
Bills of the value of ruj>eps two lakhs held in deposit in a Special Fund 
as security against overdrafts? 

(<7) Has the University authority to borrow money on the security 
of the Treasury Bills appertaining to the Social Fund? 

(r) If not, what action are the Government taking in the matter 
to prevent such dealings on the part of the University in future? * 

(/) Was the borrowing of money by the University oo the security 
of the above Treasury Bills done with the previous sanction of the 
Senate ? 

(//) Will the Uon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table 
the resolutions, if any, of the Senate and Syndicate of the University 
in the matter? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): (a) Yes. 

(h) None. 

(c), (<l ) , (f) and (//) The member is referred to the published pro- 
ceedings of the University and to the statement laid on the library 
table at this meeting supplementing the answer to \instarred question 
No. 188, which was asked at the meeting of thik Council on the 
4th duly, 1921. 

(c) The question does not arise. 

Civil and Military Assistant Surgeons. 

•II. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: <,i) Will the Hon’ble the 
llinister in charge of the ^Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state the number of appointments of Civil Surgeons specially 
i reserved for the Civil Assistant Surgeons and Military' Assistant 
Sujrgeons ? * 
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( b ) Are the Civil and Military Assistant Surgeons, having special 
knowledge in different branches of tropical medicine, eligible* for 
appointment as professors in the School of Tropical Medicine? 

(c) If so, will they be entitled to the same emoluments and ,privi- 
leges as other professors there ? 

• • 

i^i) Is it a fact that the designation of service of Assistant Sur- 
geons has been recently changed from “ Subordinate “Medical Service 
to “ Bengal Medical Service (Upper) ” ? 

(e) Does the Government intend to mean by this change of name 
that it is a provincial medical service on the same footing as other 
provincial services ? 

(/) Will the officers of the Bengal Medical Service (Upper) be still 
styled as “ Assistant Surgeons ” or simply as “ Dr. X.Y.Z., Bengal 
Medical Service (Upper)," a $ recommended by the Public Service 
Commission ? 

(p) Is there any difference in the allowance granted to Civil and 
Military Assistant Suigeons while serving as Medical Officers on the 
Eastern Bengal Railway? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Civil Assistant Surgeons so appointed are 
allowed free railway passes in the second class, and the Military Assis- 
tant Surgeons are allowed free railway passes in the first class, and, if 
so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the reasons for this 
preferential treatment? 

• 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of Local SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a) The 

number is 7 for Civil Assistant Surgeons and 6 for Military Assistant 
Surgeons. 

(6) and (r) The question of the appointment of professors is under 
the consideration of the Government of India, and this Government is 
not at present in a position to make a statement. 

(d) and (e) Yes fc 

(/) Officers of the service will he entitled to affix the designation 
“ Bengal ‘Medical Service (Tipper) " to their names and to prefix the 
designation of “ Doctor ” if they are entitled to it either by right or 
courtesy. 

(fj) No special allowance is granted on account of railway duties. 
They receive pay and allowances in virtue of tl^ir rank or class. 

(h) Second class free passes over home and foreign railways ajfe 
given to all Military and Civil Assistant Surgeons, with the exception 
that Military Assistant Surgeons who hold commissioned rank are v 
allowed the privilege of fir A class passes over a home railway only. 
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Record-suppliers. 

•III. Maulvi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: Will the Ilon’ble the^ 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state — 
(•/) whether any distinction was introduced in the year 1919 under 
the provisions of article 396 of the Civil Service Regula- 
tions by classifying the service of the record-suppliers in the 
Secretariat as “ superior service and 
(it) whether an ad-interim allowance of 39 per cent, was given to 
them, and not war allowance, which was given to the menials? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Kerr): (i) The record suppliers of the Bengal Secretariat were trans- 
ferred from inferior to superior service on the 29th July, 1919. 

(u) War allowance was given to them up to 31st March, 1920, subse- 
quent to which they received ad-interim allowance at 30 per cent. 


Diet allowance in Medical College Hospital. 

•IV. Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI : (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in (barge of the Department, of Local Self-Government he pleased to gftate 
the amount of daily diet allowance per head for — 

( i ) Indian; 

(ii) Anglo-Indian ; and 

(Hi) European patients 

in the Medical College Hospital? 

(b) Are Indian patients admitted into the Presidency General 
Hospital? If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) 8 annas for 
Indians and Re. 1 for Europeans and Anglo-Indians. 

• (b) The admission of patients is governed by rule 67 of the Rules 
for the Management of the Hospital, which is as follows: “ ^The Hospi- 
tal is intended for the treatment of Europeans, but other cases may be 
admitted under the orders of the Superintendent, if oJ extreme urgency.” 

Subordinate staff of the 8undarbans area of the • 

Irrigation Department. 

•V. Babu FANINDRALAL DE: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation he pleased to state the numbers 
of subordinate officers^employed in the Sundarbans area of the Depart- 
ment ? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of increasing 
the present staff to cope with the work of the continuous inspection of 
t^e rivers in these areas? 
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MEMBER in oliargo of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (tho 
Hon’bfs tho Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): (a) There are no 
Irrigation Department subordinates who are exclusively employed on 
Irrigation Department work in the Sundarbans. When urgent occa* 
sions arise, subordinates are specially deputed temporarily. 

(6) No. 


Rajbansis of Rangpur. 

♦VI. Babu J0GE8H CHANDRA 8ARKAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to 
state the number of Kshatriyas (Rajbansis) in the district of Rangpur, 
and also how many of them are now in the employment of Government 
judicial, executive or ministerial officers P 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the number of 
soldiers contributed by the above community to the Bengali Regiment 
during the war, and how many discharged soldiers among this com- 
munity have been given suitable employment under the Government f 

JflEMBER in oharga of . APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble 8ir Henry Wheeler): (a) The Rajbansis in the Rangpur district 
number 477,121. There are no members of this class employed in the 
judicial or the executive service. In the Rangpur district three are 
employed as ministerial officers and ten as police constables. The 
number employed outside the Rangpur district has not been ascertained. 

(b) The nujnber of recruits enrolled in the Bengali Regiment from 
the above community in the district of Rangpur is reported to have been 
69. Information as to the number who received employment under 
Government is not on record. 


Well irrigation. 

•VII. ' Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY, Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be 
pleased to state whether the Government are considering the. desir- 
ability of making an experiment with well irrigation in thorte parfs of 
Bengal where canal or tank irrigation is impossible? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
tube-well has been tried for irrigation purposes in Bengal? 

( c ) If the answer to (6) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of experimenting in this direction in 
Bengal? 

Tho HoiVbto tho MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR 

BURDWAN l (a), (b) sad ( c ) The answer is in the negative. 
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Committee on Publio AooMinte and next year’. Budget.- 

Will. Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA . DA8 GUPTA; Will the 

Hon’ble the Member iti charge of the Department of Finance be pleased 
to stpte whether he intends to consult the Standing Committee on 
Public Accounts in preparing the next budget? 

*’ * *■ 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: The functions of the Committee on Public 
Accounts, as laid down in the Devolution Rules and in the Bengal 
Legislative Council Rules and Standing Orders, are concerned purely 
with expenditure and have nothing to do with the preparation of the 
budget. Government do not, therefore, propose to take the action 
suggested in the question. « 


Committee on Budget estimates. 

•IX. Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: Will the Hon’ble.the 

Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state if 
it is the intention of the Government to constitute a Finance Com- 
mittee, consisting of some non-official and official members of the 
Council, for the purpose of assisting and advising Government in*the 
preparation of the budget estimates ? 

* 

The Hoo'ble Mr. KERR: Government have no present intention of 
adopting the course suggested in the question, but the procedure to be 
followed in framing next year’s budget has not yet been settled. 

Railway atytian between Tarakeswar and Bahirkhund. 

•X. Raja MANILOLL 8INCH ROY: (a) Is the Jlon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Public Works aware of the great 
inoonvenience to the public owing to there being no railway station 
between the stations Bahirkhund and Tarakeswar? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the public of ’that place 
approached the railway authorities in this matter, *but owing to the 
great war, the scheme was dropped for the time, though it was sanc- 
tioned P „ 

( c ) Are the Government considering the desirability of moving the 
Railway Board to make necessary arrangements for .the establishment 
of a railway station by the name of “ Baligore 99 at an early date? 

MINISTER in ohargo of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (thr 
Hon’blt the Nawab 8aiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, * Khan Bahadur): 

The' question of inconve«ience to the public has not been brought 
to -the notice of Government. _ \ * 

(b) Yes. The proposal was^ dropped in 1915 for want of funds. 
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(c) The prospects of goods and passenger traffic do not. warrant the 
immediate provision of a new station ; and /Government do not there- 
fore consider that they would be justified in moving the Railway Board 
in the*matter. 

Separation of Judioial and Executive service#. • • 

•XI. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Hon’ble the Member 

in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state what steps, 
if any, have been taken to give efeeot to* the resolution of this Council 
regarding the separation of judicial and* executive services and 
functions? .* 

The Hon’ble 8if HENRY WHEELER. A copy of the resolution^ 
indicating the action proposed to be taken by Government in this matter 
is laid on the table. 


Resolution referred to in the reply to starred question No. XI , 

GOVERNMENT OF QENGAI.. 

Appointment Department, 

CALCUTTA, thb 19th AUGUST, 1921, 

RESOLUTION— No. 6287 A. 

. 

The Governor in Council has had under consideration action to be taken on the 
following resolution which was carried at the meeting of the Bengal Legislative 
Council held on the 5th April 1921 : — 

“This Council recommends to the Government that early steps be taken for the 
total separation of the judicial from the executive functions in the administration of 
this Presidency. ” 

The locnj Government adhere to the view expressed on their behalf in Council that, 
as a preliminary step, it is desirable that a committee should be formed to elaborate a 
practical working scheme for the separatioh of executive and judicial functions in the 
administration of Bengal and to report on cost thereof. Upon receipt of $heh 
report it will be possible to decide upon a line of future action with a more definite 
appreciation of what is actually involved than is at present practicable/ The 
committee which the Governor in Council has decided to appoint for the purpose will 
be composed as follows : — * ** 

The Hon’blo Mr. Justice W. E. Greaves, Bar.-at-Law, President. 

Mr. F. C. French, c.s.i., i.e.e. 

Sir Aahutosfe Chaudhuri, Kx., k.l.o. 

Dr. A. Suhrawardy, m.l.o. 

Raja Manna tha Nath Bay T^houdhury of San tosh, x.l.o. 

Mr. G. Morgan, m.l.c. 
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29th Aug. 


ORDER. — Ordered that a copy of the resolution be forwarded to the President 
and each member of the committee for information. 

ORDERED also that the resolution be published, in the Calcutta Gazette for 
general information. , 


By order of the Governor in Council, 

J. DONALD, 

Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal (Offg.). 

Madaripur bil route embankment. 

•XII. Babu FANINDflALAL DE: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Iingation aware that a breach has 
recently occurred in the embankment of llie bil route in the Earidpm 
district between Baultali and Olpur? 

(b) Is? the Hon’ble the Membei awaie that the breach has caused, 
and is still causing, extensive damages to the eiops on the eastern side 
of the canal ? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the capacity of the 
improved canal is not sufficient to discharge properly the volume of 
water coming down from the noith, and there is often a difference of 
level as much as two cubits between the two sides of the embankment, 
the result being a flooding of the tracts in the north and west of the 
canal and the destruction of crops on the other side whenever a breach 
occurs ? 

(d) Is there any arrangement for recording the water levels on the 
two sides of the embankment ? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the gates are neither suffi- 
cient nor very safe for the country boats? 

(/) Is there any record of the number of boats capsizing in any 
year when passing through the gates? 

((/) Is it a fact that breathes have occurred on several occasions 
during the last few years ? 

(h) What steps, if any. are the Government taking to mitigate the 
distress, and the abovementioned incomeuienees of the people, and to 
indemnify them in the affected area? 

The Hon’ble the MAH4RAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Yes, from a surreptitious cut by villagers. 

(b) No extensive damage is apprehended. 

(c) The works in connection with the Madaripur channel have not 
-effected the flooding of fbe tracts to the north and west of the canal to * 

any appreciable extent and cfo not affect the crops grown there ordi- 
narily or in case of a breach. As regards the loss to crops to the other 
s*de of the bil in case of a breach, it is very^ little in each case. 
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(d) Yes; gauges are fixed and observations are recorded. 

(e) ' The cross drainage works are considered fairly sufficient • and 
additional waterways will be provided if it is found necessary at any 
time at particular localities. The locks are safe. 

(/) records are maintained and no reports oi boats capsi/lng in 
the locks have been received. ^ 

\g) Yes; since the construction of the enlbankment two cuts have 
been made previously by villagers and there were extensive breaches 
in the cyclone of September, 1919. 

(h) No general question of compensation arises for which action by 
Government is necessary. As regards individual cases of los^ as a 
result of cuts or breaches the question of compensating will be dealt with 
by the local officers where the Phblic Works Department is responsible. 


School of Tropical Medicine. 

*XIII« Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALJ: (a) Will the Hon’ hie the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased 
to state whether tliere are an\ arrangements for taking in Indians as 
assistants for research work in the School of Tropical Medicine ? 

(b) If so, how many Indians are working there in such capacity at 
the present moment? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Yes. 

(b) There are at present five Indians engaged on research work, 
three as assistants and two as research scholars. 


Subordinate Educational 8ervice. 

•XIV. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon'ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
state the scales of salary for different classes of officers in the improved 
Subordinate Educational Service, shortly to be introduced? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER! Details are being worked out, and 
it is expected that orders w ill soon be passed, iml Government are not 
able to give details at present. 

Educational Service 8chevne. 

•XV. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon’ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department of ^Education be pleased 
state (a) from what date the new scheme regarding the EducatidhaJ 
Service will come into effect, and (b) if the details of the reconstituted 
•ervice are likely to be announced before the expiry of September next? 
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The Hoft’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: The scheme is under considera- 
tion^ its details being worked out, and it is hoped to L°sue Government 
orders soon. The date cannot be stated. 

Registration Department. 

•XVI. B atou KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : (a) Is • the 

TTon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education aware 
iluit much hardship is being felt by the members of the several grades 
of the Registration Department on account of the high prices of the 
necessaries of life ? 

( h ) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state when the 
reorganisation and improvement of the Department is to he taken in 
hand ? 

(r) Will the Ilon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
proposed scheme for reorganisation before final acceptance will be pub- 
lished in the Gazette, and the officers concerned and the public will be 
given an opportunity of submitting any representation, if necessary? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister he pleased to state whether if 
is a fact that — 

(0 the District Sub-Registrars will be given an allowance only, 
and no permanent increment to their pay; 

(ii) no time-scale increment is going to lx* allowed to the District 
Sub-Registrais and that the grade system is being retained ; 
and 

(ni) the special grades for the District Sub-Registrars are going to 
be abolished ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Yes. 

( b) A scheme lias been prepared and is now under consideration. 

(c) It is not proposed to take this courre, which would lead to 
delay in issue of orders. 

(d) ( ? ')> («) and (Hi) No decision has yet been arrived at by 
Government. 


Light railway from Contai to Contai Road. 

•XVII. Babu BUOY PROgAD SINGH ROY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased 
to* state whether the construction of a light railway from Contai to the 
Bengal-Nagpur Railway station, Contai Road, is in contemplation; if 
when will the scheme be taken up, and by whom P 



QUESTIONS. 


li 


ifci ] 


The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The Government of Bengal have no information t\p to 
when the construction of the line will be taken up or by whom. 

Th$ gauge and the alignment were approved by the Bengal Govern* 
ment in 1918. 


Jute land* 

•XVIII. Babu BUOY PR08AD 8INCH ROY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to say whether he is in a position to give any 
reasons for the sudden decrease in the area of jute lands in Bengal? 

( b ) Are the Government considering the desirability of fixing a 
minimum price of jute ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): (a) The member is referred to the Director of Agri- 
culture’s preliminary forecast of the jute crop in Bengal. 1921, a copy 
of which is laid on the library table. 

\b) No. 


Imperial and Bengal police services. 

*XIX. Babu BUOY PROSAD SINGH ROY: Will the Dou ble 

the Member iy charge of the Police Department be pleased to state 
whether the officers of the Imj>erial Police Service, brought out from, 
the United Kingdom, and who are allotted to Bengal, receive their 
training at Saida Police Training College along with the officers of the 
Provincial Service, and whether there is any distinction in the training 
of the officers of the two grades of the service? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir 
Henry Wheeler): The reply to the first part of the question is in the 
affirmative. There is no distinction in the training of the officers of 
the two grades, except that the deputy superinten dents are not required 
to take the vernacular course; mainly on this account the duration of 
their course is fourteen months as compared with eighteen in the case 
of Assistants. 

Scheme of local self-government for Darjeeling district. 

•XX. Mr. 8. M. B08E: (a) With reference to the speech of iEe 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler on the 6th July last in the debate in this 
Council on resolution No. 27, moved by Sir Ashittosh Chaudhuri. wiU 
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the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department b( 
pleased to state what are the orders of the Secretary of State f 0 i 
India on which the Government of Bengal propose to take executive 
action regarding a scheme of local self-government lor the Darjeelin 
(listn'ft? Dg 

(b) WJ11 the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table the 
corresfwndence that has passed between the Government of Bengal, the 
Government of India and the Secretary of State for India, on the 
subject of the exclusion of the Darjeeling district from the Reforms 
Scheme ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to furnish detailed 
information about the scheme of local self-government that is being 
worked out by the Government for the Darjeeling district? 

( d ) Will the above scheme be submitted for suggestion and criti- 
cism from the public before being finally adopted ? 


The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) and (h) Government are 
not prepared to publish the correspondence. The scheme of local self- 
government for Darjeeling was initiated by the local Government. 

(?) a detailed scheme has not been worked out it is impossible 
to give detailed information; it is at present proposed to establish a 
District Board and Local Boards under the Local Self-Government Act 
of 1885. 

(d) It has not yet been decided whether the scheme a ill be pub- 
lisLed for criticism before being finally adopted. It the Local Self- 
Government Act of 1885 is applied, publication would be unnecessary. 


Cinchona plantations. 

*XXI. Mr. 8. M. B08E : (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) Re pleased to 
state whether there is any proposal for the sale or transfer of the cinchona 
plantations under the Government of Bengal to the Government of 
India? 

(b) If the answer is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the Member 
he pleased to lay on the'table the correspondence that has passed in this 
natter between the local Government and the Government of India? 

(c) Will the Hon ’We the Member be pleased to state the terms of 
:l.e proposed transfei of the cinchona plantations to the Government of 
India ? 

« W Are the Government considering the desirability of laying the 
natter hefore the legislative Council and of consulting the opinion of 
he vanous public bodies before the local Government sanctions the 
proposed sale or transfer? 
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MEMBER in Oharge' of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (Lend 
Revenue (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdmn): 

(a) and (6) The members is referred to the answers to (a) and (c) of 
starred question II asked by Rai Mahendra (,’handra Mitra Bahadur at 
the meeting of the Legislative Council held on the 1st April, 1921. 

(c) The Government of Bengal made a definite offer to tfce Govern- 
meqt of India in 1919 and the matter is still under correspondence. 
But an inquiry is being made of the Government of India whether they 
have any objection to the publication of the proposed terms of transfer. 

(</) As the matter was fully considered bv this Government before 
the offer was made, it is not pioposed to lay it before the Legislative 
Council. 


Inspectors of Bengal Police. 

*XXII. Babu FANINDRALAL DE: <«) l„ <he llou’hle the 
Member in charge of the Police Department aware that great dis- 
content has been created amongst the inspectors of the Bengal police by 
the iccent announcement regarding their pay ? 

(b) Is it a fact that in the ease of the sister services, such as the Sub- 
ordinate Civil Service and inspectors of excise, t lie pay of these services 
has been fixed at a much higher rate than that of the ins] lectors of 
police? 

(c) If so. will the lion ’hie the Membei be pleased to state the reasons 
for thi.s cliff eiem e in pa\ ? 

(il) Do the Government propose to reconsidci the quest i further 

increment of ]*y of inspectors of tlie Bengal police t„ bring it to the 
level of the sub-deputy collectors-' If not, will the Government he 
pleased to state their reasons for not doing so? 

(r) Will the lion hie the Member he pleased to state whether they 
are going to extend the privilege already granted to snb-deputv collectors, 
of treating the latter as gazetted officers to other appointments like 
inspectors of police? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble th? Member be pleased tn lay on the table a copy 
of the memorial submitted by the inspectors of police fni their further 
increments of pay together with any orders passed thereon ? 

(g) Is it a fact that the European inspector* get 4 monthly allow- 
ance of Rs. 50 which is not given to the Indian officers? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reason 
for this distinction ? 

(*) Wil1 the Hon’ble the Member be pleased io slate the present pro- 
portion of promotion of inspectors to higher rank (viz., deputy superin- 
tendents) in relation to the total cadre of the two respective servicesE— 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: \ fl ) Government are aware 
that the recent revision of pay has not given entire satisfaction to the . 
inspectors. 
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(b) and (c) The pay of sub-deputy collectors and of inspectors of 
excise and salt is Its. 150 rising ultimately to Us. 400 with a selection 
grade of 3 per cent, of the cadre on Rs. 450 a month. Inspectors of 
police receive Rs. 175 rising to Rs. 300. They also get rent-free quarters 
or an*allowance in lieu thereof, and a conveyance allowance, privileges 
which are^iot granted to all sub-deputy collectors or inspectors of excise 
and salt. In other respects, too, the circumstances of these services 
differ. With the exception of a few court inspectors, police inspectors 
are not directly recruited blit attain that rank by promotion from sub-, 
inspector or sergeant. 

(d) Governihent will examine the position. 

(e) No. 

(/) A copy dated April, 1920, is placed on the library table. 

(g) and (h) No. The facts are as stated in the answer to question * 
No. 24 at a meeting of the Council on the 27th March, 1919. 

(i) The present proportion of inspectors promoted to the rank of 
deputy 8Uj>erintendent is 5 -6 per cent. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Mitford Hospital, Dacca. 

1. Khan Bahadur KHWAJA MOHAMED AZAM: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government. be pleased to state whether there is any prescribed hour foi 
the attendance of the doctors in Dacca Mitford Hospital? 

( b) If so, are such rules duly observed? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware of a public impression which 
exists that it is necessary for patients to make payments for treatment 
in tho said hospital? 

(d) If so, what steps are being taken to remove the impression ? 

( e ) Is there any tryth in the rumour that it is the practice in the 
said hospital to settle terms privately before any major operations are 
performed ? 

> (/) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware of the fact that the rooms in 
the paying wards are not available to patients so long as tips and 
nazars are not offered to the staff P 

(g) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware of a public impression which 
exists that students cannot obtain adniission in the Dacca Medical 
School unless some amounts are spent other than legal fees? 

(h) Are there any grounds for such an ^impression ? 
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The Hoo’bte Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEAi (a) Yes. 

(b) It appears from the daily attendance hook that they are observed. 

(c) The answer is in the negative. No complaints have reached 
Government. 

( d ) This does not arise. 

(e) Government are not aware of this rumour. 

If) No. It is rej>orted that it is not a fact. 

(g) The answer is in the negative. 

(h) The school authorities state that the impression has no founda- 
tion so far as they are concerned. A selection committee has recently 
been appointed. 


Mitford Hospital, Dacca. 

2. Khan Bahadur KHWAJA MOHAMED AZAM: (a) Is the 

Hon’ hie the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Sell- 
Government aware of the fact that the teachers ot the Dacca Mitford 
Hospital cannot find an\ time to deliver clinical lectures in the different 
wards ? 

(b) Is there any truth in the statement that they spend most of 
their time in private practice ? 

(c) Is there any time fixed for su<h lectures Y If so, how long? 
And is the rule in this regard duly observed? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA : (a) and 

(b) No. 

(r) The ward attendance hours are frotn S-dO to 10-dl) a.M. and 
clinical instruction and operations, etc., are given and performed 
respectively between these hours. A time-table of other lectures and 
demonstrations is drawn up and the number held is reported monthly to 
the Surgeon-General. The session lectures and demonstrations occupy 
four to five hours daily, except Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. 

Mitford Hospital, Dacca. 

3. Khan Bahadur KHWAJA MOHAMED *AZAM: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment be pleased to state whether the Superintendent of the DacCa 
Mitford Hospital has any other duties to perform over and’ above the 
superintendents^ p of the Medical School and the Mitfofd Hospital ? 

(b) Have the Government considered the desirability of making aiu 
inquiry to ascertain whether the duties of # the Superintendent ore tdb 
heavy for one man to perform and of taking such action as they think 
fit to relieve this officer ? • 
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The Hoft’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEAs (a) Yes. He 
i« rflso Civil Surgeon and holds charge of the Lunatic Asylum. 

(b) There are Deputy Superintendents both at the Mitford Hospital 
and Medical School to afford relief to the Superintendent. No change 
is contemplated at present. 


Mitford Hospital, Dacca. 

4. Khan Bahadur KHWAJA MOHAMED AZAM: (a) Will the 

Hon’ hie the Minister in charge of the Department ot Local Self- 
Government be pleased to state how many Governors there are for the 
said Mitford Hospital? 

(b) How often during the last three years have such Governors 
inspected the said* hospital and recorded their remarks in the hospital 
insi>ectioii book? 

(c) Is there any prescribed ]>eriod for the transfer ot medical 
officers ? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware of the fact that there are 
mum in the stuff of the said hospital who have been there for about two 
decades ? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: {a) Fifteen. 

(h) Quailerlv meetings are held. Consequently in the last three 
yeju about 12 meetings have been held and remarks recorded. 

(r) Yes. The tenure of api>ointment ot teachers is ordinarily 
limited to five years and that of resident medical officers to one year. 

{<!) No. None oi t tie Ntaff have occupied their present posts for more 
than five years. 


Dacca Medical School. 

5. Khan Bahadur KHWAJA MOHAMED AZAM: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge oi the llepartment of Local Self- 
Government be pleased to say whether there is any fixed proportion 
of seats reserved for the Mussalman students in the compounder class of 
the Dacca Medical School ? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 
a Muhammadan Assistant Surgeon in the teaching staff of the Dacca 
Medical School? 

( c ) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
proportionate number of Mussalman students were admitted into tlu 
Caeca Medical School last "year? If not, why not? 

( d ) Is it a fact that many Mussalman students, matriculates of the 
first and second division , were refused admission ? 
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(«) Is it a fact that many third division Hindi ites were 

admitted ? • 

(/) If in case a sufficient number of Mussalmau car didates are avail- 
able, are the Government prepared to admit them in excess of the 
allotted proportion reserved for the Mussulmans? s 

The Hovt’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: {a) No. 

( b ) The question will be considered when there is a vacancy. 

(c) Thirty-one Muhammadans were admitted out of a total of 130. 
This is one short of 25 per cent., but there was no suitably qualified can- 
didate who had complied with the conditions of admission. Under the 
rules his place was filled up l>y a non-Mussalman. 

(✓/) No Muhammadan candidate, who had passed the Matriculation 
Examination in the first division, and who presented himself for admis- 
sion with complete papers, was refused admission. Several Muham 
madan candidates, who had passed in the second division, had to be 
refused, because the number of such candidates was largely in ex< ess 
of the number of vacancies. The preliminary selection was made by a 
Muhammadan member of the school staff and confirmed by tin 
Superintendent. 

(c) Only three such candidates were admitted. 

(/) Considering the number of applications from properlx qualified 
Hindu candidates, Government do not consider that it would be fair 
to reserve more than 25 per cent, of the seats for Muhammadan students. 


Dafadars and Chaukfdars. 

6. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: Will the Hon’hle 
the Member in charge of the Police Depaitment he pleased to state 
whether anv contribution will he made hv the Government for the 
salaries of the dafadars and ehaukidars, as contemplated in section 37 (a) 
of the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919 (Bengal Act V of 
1919)? If so, when? * # 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: The mem her is referred to 
the discussions on the Bengal Village Self-Go veTn men t Bill, 1919, at 
pages 750 — 752 and 803 — 806 of the Bengal Legislative Council Proceed- 
ings, Volume LT, 1919. It was not contemplated by section 37 (a) 
of the Act that Government should he under an obligation to contribute 
towards the cost of dafadars and ehaukidars. The principle that Gov- 
ernment should contribute generally was not accepted The reference 
in the section to “ the contribution, if any, made hv Ihe local Govern- — 
raent ” was inserted in view of the practice in force in cue distrief 
under ichirh. a> an exi>erimental measure, Government has contributed 
to the pay of dafadars. 
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8 ub- Deputy Collectors. 

7. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ bl< 
the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased U 
state* whether it in the contemplation of Government to give promo- 
tion to tlje sub-deputy collectors to the provincial service in considers 
tion of their — 

(1) seniority; 

(2) competency; and 

(3) services rendered ? 

(b) If so, will the Hon'ble the Membei be pleased to lay on the tabh 
a statement showing, district l>v district, the number of such officers: 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) and (b) The member is 
referred to Government notification No. lfioO A. — D., dated the 31s 
July, 1913, in which are contained the mles for the recruitment of the 
Bengal Civil Service. Consistently with these rules, the qualification! 
referred to 1>\ the member are dulv considoied in making promotions 
from the subordinate service. No departure from the present proce- 
dure is under contemplation. The Civil List shows the distribution oi 
officers as between different districts. 


Mortality in Jails. 

8. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: Will the Ilon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of "Revenue (Jails) he pleased tc 
lay on the table a statement showing the number of deaths that have 
occurred in the jails of the province during the last three years, witl 
the number of Muhammadans shown separately foT each jail? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [ JAIL8 
(the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur- Rahim) : A statement giving the informatioi 
is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to un starred question No. 8. 


JAIUS. 


Yrar ami total number 
of death*. 


Year and number of 
•Muhammadan prisoner, 
died. 



1918 . 

1919 .' 

1 1920 . 

1918 

1919 . 

1920 

Burdwan ... * ... 

13 

20 

15 

3 

6 ^ 

6 

Surf 

4 

6 

5 * 

3 

2 1 

2 

Bankura 

3 

8 

! 4 

2 

2 

i 

1 
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i w M _ ...... Ye*r and uumbcr of 

I AS. Mtihmnmatiuii prixflmic 


• 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1918 

1919. 

[l 920. 

MidnRpore — District and Central 

27 

21 

22 


^ 5 

7 

Hoo£ldy 

f 10 

11 

2u 

* 

2 

3 

Howrah 

8 

6 


1 

’ 



Alipore — District and Central 

27 

1G 

17 

12 

9 

4 

Ditto — European 


1 

1 


... 


Alipore — Juvenile 

1 

2 

1 

... 

I 

1 

Presidency - District and Central 

84 

35 

25 

13 

13 

10 

Ditto — European 





... 

... 

Krishnagar ... - ••• 

7 

9 

4 

4 

6 

2 

Berliampore 

6 

o 

“ 

3 

4 

1 

1 

• 

Je*Hore .« 

30 


7 

23 

4 

5 

Khulna 

* 15 

It) 

9 

10 

1 1 

7 

Baranat 

1 

6 

G 


4 

4 

Hajshahi — District and Central 

, 17 

1 Ju 

18 | 

i 

12 

i 8 ( 

• 14 

Dinajpur ...* 

8 

1 fi 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

Jalpaiguri ... 

: 12 

1 

1* 10 

15 j 

3 

3 

* 

1 5 

Darjeeling ... ... *.. 

4 

2 

5 

3 


! * 

Kangpur 

SO 

G 

1 7 

24 

I 

4 1 

3 

B'.gra 

to 

14 | 

I 

, 5 j 

■" 7 

b 

1 1 i 

j 

ft 

• 

I'abna ... ... ... , 

2 

i 

1 3 ; 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

a S 

4 

Malda 

6 

n j 

9 

4 

• *j 

1 & 

Dacca — District and Central ... 

15 

i :n 

io J 

1 1 

24 

| 10 

Mymensingh ... ... ... ; 

17 

43 

24 1 

j 

’ 11 

i 37 

i 

20 

Faridpnr 

8 

1 8 

24 

ft 

. 7 

'20 

Barieal ... ... ... 

8 

13 

• 29 , 

G 

12 

24 

Comilla 

4 

! 

• ti 

1 

3 

4 

i 

6 

V 

NoakhaU 

9 

6 

7 

8 ; 

t 

3 

7 

Chittagong ... ... # 

' — - 

2 

i 3 

... ) 

2 

2 
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Undergraduates rendering war service appointed as 
Sub-Deputy Collectors. 


9. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: Will the Hon’blt 
the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased tc 
state how many undergraduates who aeeepted war service, have beer 
taken in as sub-deputy collectors; tyjd Jjow' many of them are Muham 
madans, and how many are Hindus? * 


The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: Sixteen such persons have 
been appointed sub-deputy collectors. Of these, 15 are Hindus and one 
is a Muhammadan. * 


Unbearding of Muhammadan prisoners. 

10. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble the Member 1 ]?) charge of the Department t>f Revenue (Jails) be 
pleased to state whether the Muhammadan prisoners are required to 
have their beards clean shaved immediately after admission into tin 
jails even against their will ? 

(h) Are the Government aware that this is against the Shariat? 

(c) Are the Go\ moment considering the desirability of abolishing the 
practice ? 

Tho Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (a) No, unless the prisoners 
themselves wish to be clean shaved. 

(h) Yes. Tt lias accoi dinglv been niled in the Jail Code .that, the 
beards of "M uhammndans *hall be left one inch in length. 

(V) The question whether the- present, rule on the subject requires 
an\ modification is tinder consideration. 


u Bakr-ld ” disturbances. 

11- M*ufvi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state the 
number of disturbances that have occurred in Bengal during the past ten 
years on the occasion of the row ftnrhani at the time of the Id-uz-zuha 
(Bakr-ld) festival, with the decisions arrived at bv the Government in 
each case? 

(h) Are the disturbances mentioned in (a) confined to a few dis- 
tricts only? 

(c) If so, are the Government in a position to state the reasons for 
this ? 
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MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the HorPMe 
8ir Henry Wheeler): (a) No serious disturbances are reported to have 
occurred in Bengal during the last ten years on the occasion of the 
korbahi at the celebration of the Bakr-Id festival. 

(b) and (c) These questions do not arise. 


Muhammadan Marriage Registrars. 

12. Maulvi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the lWhle the 
Minister in charge of the Department, of Education be pleased to stnte 
why the duty of registering the kahin-nama is not done by the Muham- 
madan Marriage Registrars but by the Sub-Registrars? 

(b) Is the TTon’ble the Minister in charge in a position to say what 
is the average income of a Muhammadan Marriage Registrar? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of crediting 
the income of the Muhammadan Marriage Registrars of Bengal to Gov- 
ernment revenue, and of placing them in the category of paid Govern- 
ment servants with a scale of pax similar to that of Sub-Registrars ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (<r) The Member is referred to the 
following extract from Government resolution No. 1410T.--R., dated 
the 24th September, 1917:— 

The fourth proposal is to legalise the registration bv Muhammadan Marriagf 
Hegistrarv of such deeds of dower and divorce as do not deal in any manner with 
immoveable property It is also proposed to forbid the registration of these docu- 
ments by Snb-Kegistrars appointed tinder the Indian Registration Act This pro- 
posal involves the amendment of the Indian Registration Act, under which the 
public are entitled to present such deeds for registration to a Sub- Registrar. A 
similar proposal has been negatived by the Government of Bengal on two previous 
occasions. The Governor in Council has again examined the question and be is 
not convinced that it would be generally acceptable The public have confidence 
in Sub-Registrars and would prefer that the registration of documents, as distinct 
from the registration of ceremonies, should remain with them. He is therefore 
unable to accept this proposal 

(b) Tt in reported that t lie average annual income of a Muham- 
madan Marriage Registrar in 1920 was about Rs. 487. 

(r) The answer is in the negative. 


Mufassaf Jurors. 

13. Maulvi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: Will the TTon’ble the 

Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whv the mufassal juiors receive only daily allowance for the 
days they actually attend Court, amf not for the short inter- 
vening periods which sometimes occur, and during whfleh 
they have to remain in the town; and 
(tt) why the said juaors are not given travelling allowance? 


c 
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MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the HonUMe 
8ir Abd-ur- Rahim) : 0) and (n) This is in accordance with the notifica- 
tion No. 2529 . 1., dated the 31st March, 1904 (copy of which is laid 
on the table), which guides the payment of expenses to assessors and 
juror* when summoned to attend criminal trials 


Si a Inn rnt referred to in the reply In undo. > ed question No. Vi. 

NOTIFICATION. 

N<> r/ . , dated the Stst March , 1 V 04 .— It is hereby notified for general 

information that the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal has been pleased to prescribe 
the following rule for the payment by Government of a daily allowance to juror* 
and assessors summoned to attend in criminal tnals m Bengal — 

“The District Magistrate shall order payment on the pail of Government to 
any juror summoned to attend his Court, and tin* Sessions Judge shall order pav 
mont mi tin* part of Government to any juroi 01 as^essoi summoned to attend his 
Couit, of a daily aliowaine, fat days aj at t rnda nu at Can it anhj, of not less than 
one in poo and not exceeding five rupees, in the i ;isc of any iiinn 01 assessor who 
may apply orally or in writing for such allowuune, and prowded that the distance 
between the usual residence of the |Uioi 01 assossoi and the Court-house which 
ho attends exceeds five miles M 

W C Ma(THkrhon 

Chief Secretary to the Government of Benya} (Cffy ) 


Milk supply. 

14. Babu BROJENDRA KISHOR RAY CHAUDHURI: Will the 
ilon'ble the Minister m chuigc of the Depni fluent of laical Self-Gov- 
ernment lie pleased to slate what cIVoits, il any, have been made in 
recent \cars b\ the local bodies in tin* dnc< tion of inipiovmg the quality 
of the milk supply 111 then iespe«tive areas 1 '' 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BAN ERJEA : A statement, 
winch has been compiled from reports reieixed f 10111 the local bodies, is 
laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 14 , showing 
efforts made by the local bodies in Bengal to improve the milk supply. 

Bunt van th vision - -The Howrah municipality owns a dairy farm in the market 
which is loused out. tile lessee giving a guaiantee to sell puie milk Cattle sheds 
md milk depots aie inspected In tfie Sanitary Dep irtnient and care is taken to see 
1 hat milk is not adulterated In the Baukura municipality the Sanitary In spec- 
mi examines the milk that is daily hi ought into the town for sale, but there 
has been no improvement,*' as the demand is greater than the supply In the 
\v*>hmipur and Sonaniukhi mumcipahties milk vendors are warned not to adul- 
ter ate milk, and in the former the principal supplies of milk are inspected by the 
Sanitary Inspector The District Board of Midnapore has three bulls which are 
intended to improve the breed of cattle and cor sequentially the milk supply. 
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The Burdwan District Board maintains a veterinary dispensary with a stationary 
veterinary assistant and also three itinerant veterinary assistants for the treat- 
ment and inoculation of cattle, etc., and the cows of the district are benefited 
by their treatment The Health Officer under the Howrah District Board is try- 
ing to improve the milk supply of the district with the help of the Presidents of 
the newly formed union boards • 

Presidency Division — The Tittugarh municipality takes action under section 
251, Bengal Municipal Act, and vendors of adulterated milk are prosecuted and fined 
Similar action is also taken by the Basirhat municipality In the Mamk'tala muni- 
cipality steps have been taken to prevent overcrowding of cattle m cattle sheds, 
in the Cossipur-Chitpur municipality stud bulls are occasionally maintained tor 
improving the breed of cattle and steps taken to keep the surroundings ol the cattle 
marts in a sanitary condition Action is also taken under section 20.1 when neces- 
sary. The Sanitary Inspector of the Azimganj municipality inspects the farms of 
milkmen in the municipality to see that wholesome milk is supplied 

In the Krishnagar municipality the public has been warned against selling 
adulterated milk, and the Sanitary Inspector watches cases of adulteration The 
milk offered for sale in the Santipur municipality is examined by the Health 
Officer, and in the Nabadwip municipality the Sanitary Inspector has been asked 
to take immediate action for the improvement of the milk supply The Khulna 
municipality undertakes prosecution in cases of detected adulteration and the 
Khulna District Board has resolved to take steps to improve the supply of milk m 
the district by providing suitable grazing grounds for village* cattle The 
Co-omcrative Department has by its milk societies in the neighbourhood of Baraset 
done something to improve the milk supply of Calcutta 

Dacca Division — In the municipalities of Dacca and Narayanganj milk is 
regularly examined by the Sanitary Inspectors and the Health Officer, and when- 
ever it appears to be adulterated it is sent to the laboratory of the Director of 
Public Health. The Dacca municipality has also a by-law prohibiting vendors 
from exposing milk to dust and flies In the municipalities in the Mymensingh 
district milk is generally examined by the municipal subordinates and on detec- 
tion of adulteration the offenders are prosecuted In the Faridpur municipality 
the Sanitary Inspectors examine milk from time to time and seize adulterated milk 
which is destroyed under section 251C\ Bengal Municipal Act In the Madaripur 
municipality also action is taken under section 251 In the Bakarganj district 
milk is examined by the municipal officers and whenever it is found adulterated, the 
seller is prosecuted in case he refuses to destroy the milk The Sanitary Inspec- 
tors employed b\ the District Boards of Mymensingh and Faridpur have instruc- 
tions to examine the milk of t lie rural markets in the course of their tours and to 
report for prosecution the nanus of persons found selling adulterated milk 

('hittagong Division — In the Noakhali municipality milk has been occasionally 
examined and offenders prosecuted under section 251 In the Tippera district 
the Comilla municipality has deputed medical commissioners to examine milk 
during the last three years, and the Sanitary Inspectors of all municipalities have 
inspected milk and offenders have been warned and prosecuted 'I’he Chitta- 
gong municipality has sometimes had milk in the market-places examined and 
destroyed it when found adulterated 

Roishnhi Division - -In the Bajshahi Division some of the Sanitary Inspectors 
have been supplied with lactometers with which they occasionally test milk and in 
some municipalities prosecutions under section 251 have been instituted, hut rarely 
An attempt is being made by the Darjeeling municipality to improve the cow shecW 
and milk depots ^within the municipal limits Certain District Boards maintain 
stud bulls of superior quality to improve the breed of cattle and consequentially the 
yield of milk. 



24 


QUESTIONS. < [29th Aug. 

Cursing staff, Medical College Hospital. 


*15. Babu BROJENDRA KISHOR RAY CHAUDHURI : (a) Will 

the Hon’ble the Minister jh charge of the Department of Local Self- 
( iovvniment }«• pleased to state what arrangement is there in the 
Cair o Ha .Medical College Hospital for supervising the work of the nur- 
sing -I.hT, particnlaiK then ti(*atnient of the Indian patients at the 
I Men Hospital ? 

lb) is the Ladv Supei int(*ndent assisted in hei work by tlie House 
Surgeon and the* Resident Suigeon? 

( r ) Is there any anangement for receiving the complaints, if and 
when made, of Indian patients in the Eden Hospital, against the treat- 
ment of mu ses ? 

{<! ) Do t Ik* patients receive individual attention from the Sistei in 
elm rge ? 

(r) Do these Sisteis understand the language of the patients? 

Vhe Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BAN ERJEA : <„) The work 
<d Ihe mu sing stall is supei vised h\ five nursing Sisters and a Ladv 
Supei ndeiulent 

\b) Yes 

^ cs ( ninplamts aie leeeived 1>\ tin* Resident Suigeon and 
Mihmiiled l>\ him li> the l*i olessoi ot Midvviterv, who calls toi lntjUirv 
fiom the |..ul\ Sllpenii tendeiit 

( < 1 ) \ es 

(r) The Si si (‘is umh'i stand Hindi fail I \ well, but Bengali imper- 
fect l.\ 


Motor-car stand under Medical College Hospital portico. 

16. Babu BROJENDRA KISHOR RAY CHAUDHURI: Will the 
Hon’lde I hi' Minister m < harge of the Department of Local Self-Hov- 
fM "nion I be pleased locate whether it is true that motor-cars of Indian 
doctors of the Calcutta MimK.iI College ate not allowed to stand under 
polio o id the liosju tal. wheieas the cars of Eurojh'an doctors air 
allow ed the pi i\ ilege v 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BAN ERJEA : The answer 15 
m the negative. No differentiation is made between the motor-ears ot 
\Kuropean and Indian doctors, but according to a custom of long stand- 
ing the poitieo to the north of the hospital is reserved for the cars of 
«. professors of the College both European and Indian. 



1921. j 


. QUESTIONS. 25 

Azimganj sub-registry office. 

17. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon ih the 

Minister in charge ot the Department of Education he pleased to slate 
whether a largely signed nienioiial playing tor the tianster of A/.iiflgnnj 
sub-registry office from Azimganj to Jiaganj in the district oi Mm, sin 
da had reached the (iovernrnent some time ago? 

( b ) If so, have the (io\ eminent come to any decision as legal ds 
the memorial? 

(c) Are the (iovernrnent aware that tin* location ot the sub*iegi>ti\ 
office at Azimganj has been causing lncoin cnience to the public lor 
want of approach roads, drinking w utci -supply and arrangement for 
purdah ladies? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MUTER: (</) The answer ns m the nega h\e. 
The Insj>ectoi -General of Registration leports that a memorial Ii.in been 
received by him and is under his consideration. 

(b) This does not arise. 

(c) (iovernrnent have no information at piescnt and aie awaiting' 
thq, report of the InsiHu tor-tieneral ot Registration 


Chaukidari-tax. 

18. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACH ARJI : Will the 

Iloidble the Member m chaigc (d the Police Depaitment be ph*ased t< 
state whether ijt is a fact that clia nk idai i-t,a\ is icahscd fiom Ihc 
villageis oi Bengal, n l expert i\ e ot the fact whc'hci they aic p-.oi oi 
not ? 

[b) Is it a lad that m cases ot failure to pay tin 4 tax, the belongings 
of these villagers are attached? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (u) So. Attention is 
invited to section 15 of the Village Dhaukidari Ad, which runs as 
follows : — 

The rate to be levied in any village for the purposes of tins Act shall he an 
assessment according to tfie circumstances and the property to be protected of the 
persons liable to the same: 

Provided that the amount to be assessed on any one person shall not lie more 
than one rupee per mensem, and that all persons who, in the opinion of the p.in- 
chayat, are too poor to pay halt anna a month shall he altogether exempt from 
assessment under this Act. 

If this provision of the law is properly ohs^r ved bv fin* assessing 
patiehayats, a discrimination should be made in favom of the very pool. 

( b ) Under section 27 of the Act, the collecting mcmbei oi the 
paachayat has power to levy arreur rates from defaulted by the dis* # 
traint and sale of a sufficient portion of their moveable property. 
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Reporting of Bengali speeches in the Legislative Council. 

19. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI : (a) Will the 
Hon ’hie the Member in charge of the Legislative Department bepleasec 
to state the reasons for not reporting the speeches of those member! 
who sjieak in Bengali in the Bengal Legislative Council? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of making 
proper arrangements for the reporting ol the speeches of such members! 

MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (th< 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler): (a) The i euson is that the official reporter! 
are unable to take down verbatim the sj>eeches of members s]>euking 
in the vernaculai. 

(6) The matter is undei consideration. 


Bengal Secretariat Press, Confidential Section. 

20. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI: (a) Is the Hon’bk 
the Member in charge of the Department of Finance aware ol the fact 
that formerly Hindus and Muhammadans used to be employed in the 
confidential section ? 

(b) Are tho> still employed in work m this section? 

(r) Do they receive the usual allowance allowed foi men working 
in this section ? 

{<1) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware of the lad that social facili- 
ties are given to Indian Christians for working m the oonhdeiitial 
section ? If so, what is the reason for this 9 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: (a) and (b) Yes. The pressmen and proof 
pressmen, the inquisitor and the forme carriers arc* and have always been 
Hindus or Muhammadans 

(c) Yes. 

{(i) All the* men omplo\ed as lino operators and blind compositors in 
the confidential section are at piesent Anglo-Indians or Indian Chris- 
tians. The Su]H*rintendent is ]>ersonnllv responsible for preserving the 
secrecy of the work done in this section, and it would be impossible to 
maintain that responsibility, unless he were allowed full discretion to 
select for the work men in whom he has complete confidence. The 
number of lino operators and hand compositors employed in the con- 
fidential section is only 17 out of a total establishment of nearly 300 men 
of this class. 


Bengal Secretariat Press, Apprentice lino operators. 

i 21. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased 
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to state whether it is a fart that the apprentice lino curators in the 
press get an allowance from the confidential section r 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking the 
Hindu and Muhammadan employees who nun he willing as apprentices 
tor this work ? • 

•The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: {a) The appientice lino operators get no 
allowance horn the confidential section 

(Ij) The Hindu and Muhammadan t ompositors in the press, au . ll( ,t 
sufficiently educated m English to be able to work up to the neeessai \ 
speed in linotype woik Sim e the intioduction of linoupe machines, 
only one hand eomposiini has asked foi a transfei to the lino M*ctu»n 
He was given a trial allei the usual preliminary training, but had to b»* 
removed as lie was onl\ able to work up to half the ordinan Kite ot 
work. 


Bengal Secretariat Press employees: alleged differential 
treatment. 

• 

22. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACH ARJI : < </ > Will t lie 

Ilon'ble tin* Membei in « h : 1 1 g « • of the Department of Finance he pleased 
to state whetliei it is a fact that the cloths in the pioss, who do (he 
work of the composing and loading brain lies, me mule! - the ( 'ml No v i< e 
Regulations, v\lnle the other emplovees of those branches ai< nmlei 
the Factorv Act? 

( h) If so, will the Hon' Me the Membei be pleased to state I bo to, mum 
Jni this diffoiojit i;d 1 to.it moot *" 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: (ti) and <h) No elojks in the press woik 
in the composing or reading branches. As regards the application ol 
the Civil Service Regulations and the Factories Act, the member is 
referred to t fie ai'wvet given to uiistatied question No. 02 asked b\ him 
at the meeting of Council on the 14th March, 1921. 


Payments to Press employees. 

23. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI : (a) I« the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of tbe Department of Finance aware of the follow- 
ing grievances of the employees in the press, viz. : — 

(i) that the payments for piece-work are often made to the wioug 
person ; • 

(ti) that the computeis often assess piece-work at an unduh low 
figure, especially when the compositor is absent; # 
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(ni) that payment for work done in one whole month is often not 

• made in that month, it being- allowed to run on to the next 

month ; and 

(it) that payment of wages is often delayed? 

(b) What steps are the Government taking to remove these griev- 
ances ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: ( a ) (?) No. 

(ii) The value ol piece-work is calculated by the computers in accord- 
ance wdth rules laid down loi their guidance. It makes no dift'ei- 
cnee whether the eompositoi is present or absent, Rule 20S of the 
Printing Pules la\s down that an employee should check his own 
accounts and, if lie can show that Ins account is wrong, he can obtain 
orders from the ttuporin tendon I or Deputy Superintendent to ha\e his 
charge files and register ot earnings (becked. Complaints on the 
giouml oi inconect computation are extieinel> rare. 

(m) Payments for all woik completed within the month, the charge 
files for which have) been sent to tin* computing branch by the da\ 
fixed lor closing the mouthh accounts, are duly made. Onl\ incom- 
ploted woik is carried over. 

(ir) Slight debus ha\c occuned recently, due to the recent revision 
ol the pay ol the picss establishment which led to certain audit difli- 
ciilfies. These difliculties have now been icmoved. 

(b) In view of the replies to (?/) no action appears to bo necessary. 


Sub- Registrars. 

24. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Ministei in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state how many Sub-Regmti ars were appointed during the 
last six years who have the qualifications mentioned in rule 3 (e) ( n ) 
of ™h\s foi appointment m the Regulation Department on page 223 
of the Bengal Registration Manual, 191S? 

(b) Is the Hon hie the Minister aware that every year a large number 
of students pass the lughet standard or the final examination of the 
Arabic Depaitment of recognised Madrasahs? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble the Minister also aware of the fact that these 
dudents have a good knowledge of English? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of reserving a 
lihipber of Sub-Registrarsliips for such students each year ? 

t ( e) If th e answer to ((/) is in the affirmative, will the Government 
he pleased to state the number they propose so to reserve? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Six. 

(b) and (c) The following table shows the number ol students who 
passed .the higher standard or the final examination of the Arabie 
Department of the Calcutta and Hooghh Madrasahs during the years 
1910 to 1921, and those who passed with English as a subject: — 



Calcptia 

MaI>kasaii. 

HOOQIILT M A HU ASA 1! 

V KA It 

Number 

pu-wit. 

1‘tiHs, ,l mdi 

Kntfluh 

Xmnlter ruv*«,i with 

pUsSoti 1 

l‘Mt» 

:u 

7 

7 1 

1017 

47 

8 

14 8 

191 s 

51 

9 

7 :j 

1919 

44 

7 

4 1 

19 JO 

5u 

It) 

9 5 

1 92 1 

4* 

14 

10 7 

• 




T.itiil 

*27 1 

55 

51 28 


(d) and (cl Two Midi students weie appointed in 1911 and one has 
been ap]K>inted # m each subsequent \eai. It is not (onsideied ncees- 
>ar\ to make a special reservation. 


Sheristadar of Dacca Collectorate, 

25. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: <«) Will the 
llon’hle the Member in cluyge ol the Department of Revenue be pleased 
to state whether any Muhammadan has been a pointed as a sheris- 
tadar of the Collectorate of Dacca or head clerk of the Dacca Magis- 
tracy'' 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of appointing a Muhammadan on a vacanc\ 
occurring in either of these posts? 

The Hon’ble the MAH ARAJADHIRAjJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) The answer is in the negative. 

(b) Such appointments are not made by Government, but bv the 
District Officer. According to the rule they are to be made with 
regard to special fitness for*the post. 
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Malarious districts and subdivisions. 


[29th Aug 


26. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: Will the Hon’bh 
the Mini ate i in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleu&ed to lav on the table a statement showing a list of the districts 
and subdivisions which are classed as malarious? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A statement h 
laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in tike reply to unstarred question No. 20 , showing 
districts and subdivisions in the Bengal Presidency which are classed 
as malarious. 

DiNtnct* Subdivision* 


Bnrdwan 

Burdwan, Kulna, Katua and Asunsol 

Birbhiun 

Sadur and Kuinpnrhat. 

Bankura 

Biahnupnr 

Midnapon- 

Sudar and (iliatal 

H ooghlv 

Sadar, Aramhagh and Seranipur 

24- Bargains ... 

Barrackpur, Baraaat and Busirhal 

Nadia 

Sudar, Kunaghul , ( ’Imadung a, Kinhtiu and 


M ehcrpur 

Muixhidahml 

Sadar Lalhagh, Kandi and .Jungipui. 

.IcHsore 

Sadai, Naiad, Maguru, Jiicmda and 


Hongaon. 

Khulna 

Sadar and Satklura 

Kajshahi 

Sadar and Nator 

Dinajpm 

Sadar B. ilurgh.it and Thak in gaon 

.Jalpaigun 

Sadai and Alipm Du urn 

Darjeeling 

Sihgnri 

Itangpnr 

Knrigrain. 

Bogra 

Bugra Sadar. 

Puhna 

Sadar. 

Maldu 

Malda Sadar. 

Fundpnr 

(foalundn. 

Dacca 

Manikganj. 

Mymcnmngh 

Tangail. 

Medical Practitioners of Munshiganj and Manikganj. 

27. Mr. TARIT BHUSAN ROY: Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to state 

Jhe total number of Assistant and 

Sub- Assistant Surgeons attached to 

hospitals and practising privately 

within the subdivisions of Munshi* 

ganj and Manikganj, respectively. 

in the district of Dacca during the 


years 1918. 191!) and 1920? 
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The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A statement is 
laid on the table. • 

Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question A 'o. 27, showing 
the total number of Assistant and Sub- Assistant Surgeons attached 
to hospitals and practising privately within the subdivisions of 
Munshiganj and Manikga -/ j. 


I 


Mrs siria a vj. 


! 

Maniruanj 

<% 


1 

i 

1 P1H 

mu. | 

1VI0, 

| 1918. 

! 1919. | 

1920 

Number of Assistant Sur- | 
geons attached to hospt- 1 
ta]s and dispensaries 

Nil 

j Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 Nil 

1 

Nil 

Numbci of Sub /WiHtunt j 
Surgeons attached to [ 

hospitals and dispeusa- 
i ics 

2 

2 

i 

i 

j 

- 

2 

2 

1 1 

! ! 

1 

o 

Number of private modi ; 
clil pi actit mners "f 

Assistant Surgeon status ; 
attached to hospitals and 

dispt osar K‘s 

Nil 

J Nil 

1 

! 

i 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Number of private medi- 1 
cal practitioners of s miI>- 
AHsi-tant Surgeon status , 
attached tit hospitals and 
dispensaries : 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Number of piivate medical 
practitioners of Assistant 
Surgeon Htatus piacti-ing 
pi i\ atelv . 

2 

2 

! 

a 

:i 

2 

2 

Number of private medical 
practitioners of Sub- . 

AsRiatunt Surgeon status • 
practising privately. 

50 

• 

1 

sr, i 

j 

57 

40 

41 

41 


Primary and Middle English 8chools at Rangpur. 

28. Maulvi 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Ilnn’bh* th< 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education he pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the number of hpver primary, upper pri- 
mary and middle English schools in each subdivision of the district of 
Rangpur for the last five years? 

( b ) What has been the ratio of increase of the school-going jw>pula* 
turn in the above areas? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER; (a) and ( b ) The statements are 
laid on the table. 


Statement .1 referred to in the reply to uristarred question No. 28 
showing the number of schools in liangpur district , subdivision by 
subdivision , for the last fire years. m 


Subdivision 

(’las-. of whool 

1016-17 

1917-18. 

1818-19. 

1919-20. 

| 1920-21 

Sadar 

Middle KngliHl. ... 

27 

20 

29 

28 

28 


U |)|M‘i primai\ 

37 

4!* 

41 

39 

38 


Low ei jh mi. ii \ 

4 7(i 

400 

5< )8 

522 

517 

Kurigrum 

, Middl. hnrlisl. ... i 

12 

Id 

13 

13 

13 


' Pppe, jmniai\ 

2 i 

27 

20 

20 

25 


! Low oi pi mi. ii y 

282 

:h)7 

28f> 

283 j 

293 

( Lulmiidlm 

! Middle Kn^lish 

30 

29 

27 

25 , 

20 


L|t{»n primaix 

:u 

1 

i 

:;2 | 

32 

33 

32 


Lower 1 1 1 1 mui \ 

4 4 f> 1 

1 

020 ! 

r>84 

505 

590 

Nilplnnnuri ... 

M 1 d d 1 1 KlieJislj 

1 1 

11 

12 

1 1 

9 


Ljifiel ) > 1 1 1 1 1 : 1 1 \ 

30 

37 

3^ \ 

41 

4! 


Low er pi t ina i \ 

474 

494 

4 79 

401 

405 


Statement 11 referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 28 , 
showing ratio of increase or decrease of the school going population 
in the different subdivisions of the district of liangpur. 


Nunif of subdivision 

1916-17 

1917-18. 

1918-19. 

1919-20. 

| 1920-21 


l’er cent. 

Per cent 

Per cent 

! 

! Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Sndar HuOdivinion 


" 15 

+ 06 

1 

, + 34 

+ 1*5 

Knngruin »ul»di\ ision 

» ... 

-58 

+ iro 

; + 7*9 

+ 31 

W-nitmndlm snOdmsion ... 

j 

+ 10 8 

- 9-7 

+ 3 5 

+ 0*7 

Nilpliainau suOdiMMon ... 


+ 6*3 | 

l 

- 2*9 

+ 1 4 

+ 5 9 
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29. Maulvi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the ITon hle the 

Member in charge ot the Judicial Depart meat be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing- — • 

(i) the number of Muhammadan and non-M uliummadan ministerial 
officers in the Uivil and Ciinnnal Uouits in eaeh district in 
the Rajshahi Division under heads— 

( /) permanent, 

(d) temporary, and 
(>/) probat ioners, 
at ]>resent and as in 1914!" 

( n ) IIow man \ Muhammadan candidate" applied loi appointments 
in the mimsteiial staff of the Uml and Criminal ("Joints m the 
district of Kangpm tioni Mill to 19?0 V 
(tu) How man\ got a ppoint incuts tJ 

{(>) Js it a tact that fi\e appointments ha\e icviitlv been sanctioned 
l>\ the ( io\ei Iiinent loi the ('nil Omits of R.uigpm 

(r) It so. how man\ of these appointments aic to be gi\en to the 
M uhammadan candidates 

( d) It tla‘ appointments h«i\e abends b(*eti made, how man\ Muham- 
madans have been appointed 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAH IM : <„) A statement is laid on the 
table. 

(b) Tlie answer is in the negative. 

(r) and (d) Does not arise 



Statement refereed to in the reply to un 'tarred question Xo. 29. 

(a) (i) Statement f>ho*ing the number of Muhammadan and non-Muhammadan ministerial otheera in the Civil and Criminal Uourts in tho 
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Cost per patient, Indian or European, and Governing Body, Caloutta 
Medical College Hospital. 

30. -Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government _ be 
pleased to state what was the total average cost ]>er Indian patient in 
the Calcutta Medical College Hospital in 3 5)00. 1910 and 1920 and also 
the total average cost j>er European patient m the same hospital in 
those years? 

(b) Is there an\ Governing Body for the Medical College Hospital. 

( ’aleutta ? 

(c) If so, who are the members of that bod\ , when were they last 
appointed and foi what ]>eriod ? 

{( l ) What are their funetions ? 

((’) How main meetings were held during the years 191S, 1919, 

1920. and on what dates? 

(/) Who were the members present on each of those dates? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BAN ERJEA : („) The figures 

are 


hi dian patients 


1900 

1910 

1920 


1900 

1910 

1920 


Us. a. i\ 

2 f) 10? 
d 0 7 A 
h d 7} 

European patients 

f> 4 (it 
7 Id 11* 
10 1 dj 


{h) aI1(] < r > ^ si Council for the Medical College and the Modi- 

c-al College Hospitals in aecoidance with the following rule 


The jovornmont of the Medical College and Hospitals is vested in 
aided by a consultative Council composed of all the professors, subject 
control of the Kin /eon-General with the Cover nrncnt of liengal. 


the Principal, 
to the general 


i he piotessois seive e.c-officto on the Council.' 

(d) The Council takes cognizance of all matters which in anv way- 
concern the constitution and work of the College and the welfare of *t,l 
students attached thereto. 
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( e ) 1918. — One on the 20th June. 

1919. — Four: One on the 5th July, one on the 2tth July, o: 

on the 30th August and one on the 25th October. 

1920. — Five: One on the 3rd January, one on the 10th Marc 

one on the 1st May, one on the 19th June and one < 
the 14th December. 

(/) Members present on the 20th June , 1018. 

Lieutenant-Colonel B. JI. Deare, i m.s. 

Lieutenant-Colonel C. It. Steven*, i.m.s. 

Major W. V. Coppinger, i.M.s. 

M a j or II . B . Steen, i.m.s. 

Captain Green Armytage, i.m.s. 

Captain J. A. Shorten, i.m.s. 


Members present on the 5th . July , 1010 . 

Lieu tenant -Colonel B. IT. Deare, I M.s. 
Lieutenant-Colonel I). MeCay, i.m.s. 

Major W. V. Coppinger, i.m.s. 

Major F. B. Connor, i.m.s. 

Captain J. A. Shorten, i.m.s. 

Assistant. Surgeon 1). I\ Ghosh, m.b. 

Members present on the 24th July , 1910. 

Lieutenant-Colonel B. IT. Deare, i.m.s. 

Major W. V. Coppinger, i.m.s. 

Major N. I\ Sinha, i.m.s. 

Captain J. A. Shorten, i.m.s. 

Hai Bahadur Chumlal Bose, M.H., f.c s., t.s.o 
Dr Nanilal Ban, m.u. 

Dr. Ekendra Nath Ghosh, M.se., m.I) # 

Major II. B. Steen, i.m.s. 

Lieutenant-Colonel F. B. Connor, i.m.s. 

Members present on the 00th August, 1019, 

Lieutenant-Colonel B. IT. Deare, i M.s. 
Lieutenant-Colonel D. MeCay, i.m.s. 
Lieutenant-Colonel F. B. Connor, i m.s. 

Rai Bahadur Chunilal Bose, M.n.. f.c.s.. ].s <> 

I)r. Ekendra Nath Ghosh, M.se., m.l>. 

Dr. Nanilal Pan, M.n. 

Dr. D. B. Ghosh, b.a., m.b. 
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Lirutnnant-Uolonel It. H. ]X»are, i.m.s. 
Janutrnant-Uolonrl ]). Mc( ay, i.m.s. 
Lirutrnant-Uolonrl -1. U. H. Leieestei , i.m.s. 

Uaptain IL B. Lloyd, i.m.s. 

(’a plain J. A* Shot ten. i.m.s. 

Rai Baliadui Chunilal Bom*. m.h, i.(.s.. I >.o 
Dr. Namlal Ban. m.i*. 

Mr. Tulsi Das Kai . M. \. 

Memhei s present on the anf January, lit 20. 

Lirutrnant-Uolonrl B II. Drain, i.m.s. 

Lieutrnant-( ’olonnl R B. Wilson, i.m s. 

Lirutrnan t-( 'olonnl •( . ( ' II. Lnire'-trr, i.m.s. 
Linufnnant-( ’olonnl 1). McUa\, J.M.s. 

Liriitrnant-t 'olonnl V . B (’onnoi, i.m.s 
Ma |oi W V ( ’oppin^ni , i.m s 
Uaptain .1 A Simitrn. I m s 
( aptam R B Llo\d, i.m s 

R;ii B, dunlin Uliumlal Bom*, mm, l < ,s , i.s.o. 

Di Ek mall a Nath ( i lioMi , m . sn. , M i> 

Mi. Tulsi Das K a l , M \ 

\f< minis pi (sent on the Utth Manh , 1020. 

Lmiitnnant-( olonnl B H. Dnam, I M.s. 

Lirutrnant-( ’olonnl •! U 11 Lemnstm. i M.>. 

Linn tnna nt-( ’olonnl W. \. Uoppin^m. i.m.s 
Lmutnnant-( ’olonnl K B (’onnor, i.m s. 

Major R Know Ins, i w ..s. 

Major •! . A Shot ten , J M s. 

Majoi R. 11 Llovd. i^m.s. 

Biofnssoi Tulsi Das K;ii. m.\ 

T)r. Namlal Ban, m u. 


)f( others present on tin I t May, 1020. 

Lirutrnant-l ’olonnl B. H Dram, i.m.s. 
Linutnnant-( ’olonnl P. B. Uonnoi, n.s.o.. i.m.s 
Majoi R. B. Llo> <1, i.m.s. 

Uaptain W. O. Walknr, i vi s. 

I)r. Eknndra Nath Ghosh. m.sc., m d. • 

Dr Nan Pal Pan, m.b. 

Mr. Tulsi Das Kar, M.\. 
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Member* present on the I9th June, 1920. 

Lieutenant-Colonel B. H. Deare, j.m.s. 

Lieutenant-Colonel J. C. If. Leicester, i.M.s. 

Lieutenant-Colonel W. V. Coppiuger, i.M.s. 

Lieutenant-Colonel F. IV Connor, i.M.s. 

Major IT. B. Steen, i.M.s. 

Major J. I). Sarnies. i.M.s. 

Major R. B. Lloyd, i.M.s. 

Captain W. 0. Walker, t.m.s. 

Dr Nanilal Pan, M.n. 

Professoi Tills 1 I)as Kar, m.a. 

Members present on the Nth / Jerrmbcr, 1920. 

Lieutenant-Colonel B. IT. Deare, i.m s. 

Lieutenant-Colonel J. C. II. Leicester, i.M.s. 

LieutenunM 'olonel I). McC ay, i ms 

Lieutenant-Colonel W. V Coppingei, i.M.s. 

Lieutenant-Colonel F. IV Cunnoi, i m.s. 

Major B. B. Lh>\ <1, i.m.s 

Major II B St <‘en, i.m.s 

Major »l. A. Shorten, i.m s 

Captain W. O. Walkei , i.m.s. 

I)r. Nanilal Pan, M.n. 

Dr Kkcndin Nath (iho.sh, m.sc , \\ n 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: With reference to the answer to 
tins question, nia\ 1 inquire whether the figures given aie for a day or 
a month oi a year ? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I must have 
notice of that question. 

Calcutta Medical College Hospital, Cholera Ward. 

31. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA : <«) Will the Hon’ble the 

Minister in charge of tin* Department of Local Self-Government be pleased 
to .state the reasons which led to the abolition of the cholera w'ard from 
the Medical College Hospital? 

( h ) Is the ITon’ble the Minister aware that the students of the 
Calcutta Medical College now find it very difficult to learn the tech- 
nique of up-to-date cholera treatment? 

{c) Is the Hon* hie the Minister aware that the students of the 
Calcutta Medical College have to go to the Campbell Hospital, a distance 
of more than a mile, to attend the practical demonstration of the 
modern treatment of cholera held by the local Sub-Assistant Surgeons? 
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( d ) Are the Government considering the desirability of restoring the 
cholera ward to the Medical College as before? 

The- Hon’ble Sir 8UREN0RA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The ward 
was closed in view’ of the expense ot maintenance and the paucity of the 
number of patients suffering from cholera who sought relief. The 
largest number admitted on any one day in 1920 was 2. 

( b) The difficulties of the students have been icpresented by them 
to the Principal of the Medical College and a scheme for the fullest 
instruction in up-to-date treatment is now under discussion. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The member is referred to the reply to (hV 


Calcutta Medical College, Cottage Wards. 

32. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the Ilon’ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the cottage wards attached 
to the Calcutta Medical College were constructed by public philan- 
thropy ? 

(h) If so. what pui pose were they oiiginnlly mtonded to serve? 

(c) Is it a fact that out of the total number of twelve such cottages, 
as many as eight have been allotted to the officers of the Medical 
College for residential purposes? 

(d) It so, has this use (>f the cottages the approval of the Govern- 
ment ? • 

(r) Has the attention ot Government been drawn to the fact that 
the Surgeons and Physicians of the Calcutta Medical College are gener- 
ally irregulat in attending the patients admitted into these cottages? 

(/) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
steps to ensure prompt medical and suigical relief to the patients 
admitted there? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (n) Yes. 

(b) They were intended for patients who were desirous of pacing 
for their accommodation while availing themselves of the advantages 
of the treatment to he obtained there. 

(c) No. No cottages have been allotted foi the use of the staff of 
the hospital. Some of the House Physicians and Surgeons have, how- 
ever, been allowed to occupy some of them as a temporary measure, in 
view of the fact that they were empty and there were no applicants foi 
them. For some years past the number .of cottages occupied bv, 
patients has rarely exceeded 2, and no application for admission to the 
cottages has been refused on account of the House Physicians and # 
Surgeons being in temporary occupation. 

d 1 
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(d) The small foment was made by the Principal with the sanction 
of' the Surgeon-General and was not referred to Government. Govern- 
ment see no reason to take exception to it. 

(e) No complaints of irregular attendance have been received. 

(/) This does not arise. 


Roads and road cess in Faridpur. 

33. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a f Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the* Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state what has been the total collection of road cess in the 
district of Paridpnr in tin* years 1918, 1919 and 1920? 

(b) What has been the actual amount of ex]»endituie on roads in 
those years? 

(r) How many new roads have been const) noted in those years in 
that district? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA : A statement 
is laid on the table. 

Statement ref ei red to in the rejdp to mmtarred i/ue\tiou .Vo. shownnj 
the net rood cess receipts in the Faridpur district, the amount spent 
on roads , and the number of new roads constructed bp the District 
Board durnifj the last thiec pears. 



Net road ces*. 
receipts 

Expenditure 
on roads 

Number of loads 
constructed, in- 
cluding local 
boaid roads 


Its. 

Its. 


1918-19 

1,14,182 

1.09 260 

25 

1 9 1 9-20 

9t>,707 

1.54,640 

27 

1 1)20 *‘2 1 

1,05,448 

1,1 0,641 

29 


Medical College Hospital, out-door work. 

34. Mr. D. C. CHOSE: {a) Are the Government aware that the 
work m the out-door department of the Medical College Hospital is too 
heav\ tor the Resident Surgeon and Resident Physician to cope with? 

{b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister in chaige of the Department 
ot Local Self-Government be pleaded tu 'date whether the Government 
aie (onsidenng the advLabilitv of appointing Honorarv Surgeons and 
llonoiaiv Phvsieians to attend out-door patients and help the Resident 
Surgeons and Resident Physician in their work at the Medical College 
Hospital? 

(r) Are theie Honorary Surgeons and Honorary Physicians in the 
Sambhunath Pundit Hospital and Mayo Hospital? 
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The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) mid (b) 

Out-patients are not attended by a Resident Surgeon and Resident 
Physician only. They are attended h\ two resident medical oftieers, 
one enfergency resident medical officer ( Eden Hospital), three senioi 
house sui^eoiis and physicians, three junior house surgeons and physi- 
t ians, who are remitted from the ranks of pmate piaet itioneis, and 
two supernninerai y olheeis. In addition to these, students aie detailed 
foi duty in the out-patient depaitment, w h 1 1 « * the Puncipal oi the 
Medical (\dlege visits it daily and also whenevei needl'd; there aie tw< 
visiting smgOons and two visiting physicians lor cases leqiiiimg more 
detailed attention. (io\emment ha\e no n*ieon *o believe that this 
staff is not adeipiate ioi the pur{N)se and do not at piesent pmpose to 
add to it. If the nuiiilirr of patients goes m incieus'ng, the matter 
will he fuithei considered 
(c) Yes. 


Amendment of Calcutta Municipal Act. 

35. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Wil* the lion hl< the 

Ministei m (bulge of tlie Depaitment of Local Nel f-t »o\cl nment he 
pleased to state whethei it is intemled to intiodme a Hill ioi ihe amend- 
ment oi theCabutta Munnipal Act, 1 SDD , dining the ne\t session ot the 
( 'oiiln li i ' 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BAN ERJEA : The answer is 
in the afhimatixe The Hill has already been submitted to the (Jovern- 
ment of I ndia loi sanction. 


Ward Commissioners of Tollygunge Municipality. 

36. Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKAR: (a) Will the Hon’hlc 
the Mmistei m ebaige ol the Depui tment of Local Self-Government he 
pleased to stale* what are tjic pnnciples governing the distnhution of 
commissioners of a munu ipalrty In wards? 

(b) Is it a fact that the numhei of eommissinnei s ot tlie \aiious 
wards of the Tollygunge Municipality varies di -propor 'tioimtely in com* 
parison with the area and population? If so, what are the lensons for 
tli is ? 

(r) What are the prineijdes for selecting a Government nominee on 
a Municipal Board? 

(d) Will the Government he pleased to state the reasons for nominat- 
ing two Muhammadan commissioners against one Hindu in the 
Tollygunge Municipality ? 

(r) Is it a fact that the number ot Hindus is nearly double that of m 
the Muhammadans in that municipality? 
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The Hon’ble 8 ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The distri- 
bution of elected commissioners among the different wards of a munici- 
pality is usually made on the basis of the population and area, the number 
nf voters in each ward, and the amount of municipal rates paid by each 
ward. 

(b) Area and population are not the only factors to be considered. 
When the Tollygunge Municipality was formed in 1900 by the parti- 
tion of the old South Suburban Municipality, the constitution of the 
wards and the number of elected commissioners in each ward were 
retained unchanged on the recommendation of the local authorities. 

(c) There is no hard and fast rule, but the object of Government 
nomination is to correct possible inequalities in the operation of the 
elective system and to safeguaid the inteiests of the minorities in 
particular, and of the rate-payers in general. 

( d) Two Muhammadan commissioners were appointed by Govern- 
ment in 1919, because it was thought that they would be useful members 
of the Municipal Hoard. The number of Muhammadan and Hindu 
commissioners appointed by Government wnts the same as in 1910. 

( e ) Yes. 


Butwara fees. 

37. Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) 
be pleased to state — 

(?) the time when the scale of fees leviable for the partition of 
estates, was last fixed by the Board of Revenue under sec- 
tion 42, sub-section (.?) of Bengal Act V of 1 897 ; 

(it) whether the receipt is balanced by expenditure as provided for 
in the said sub-section ; 

(tit) if not, what becomes of the surplus oi deficit, it any; 

(w) whether recoveries exceeded expenditure by Rs. 42,513 in 1919- 
20, Rs. 19,200 in 1918-19, Rs. 30.750 in 1910-17, Rs. 16,621 
in 1914-15, Rs. 19,274 in 1913-14 and Rs. 23,624 in 1912-13; 
(v) whether expenditure exceeded recoveries onh in two years, i.e. f 
in 1917-18 by Rs. 6,248 and in 1915-16 by Rs. 1,840; and 
( vi ) whether in the revised estimate of 1920-21, recoveries exceeded 
expenditure by Rs. 39,000 and in the budget estimate of the 
current year the excess is estimated at Rs. 29,000? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of asking the 
t Board of Revenue to revise the scale of tees leviable foi the purpose, and, 
if so, when ? 
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The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) (i) In 1919. 

(ri). The scale has been fixed with the intention that receipts may be 
balanced by ex]>enditure as nearly as possible 

(in) Any surplus remaining is to be refunded to the proprietors 
under section 40 (2) of the Act. Difficulty i* experienced when the 
number of co-sharers is large and the amounts due to each consequently 
small, but every endeavour is made to sec use that t In* money is refunded, 
and, according to the rules, a proprietor can obtain pu\ meat of the sum 
due to him at an\ time even aftei the accounts of the partition of the 
estate have been closed. 

(/*•), (v) and (vi) The figures are correct. Theic is necessarily a 
surplus, since fee*, are recovered in advance when the partition ol laige 
estates is about to be taken up. The suiplus may rise to a consider- 
able sum, but this tends to be automatically adjusted as the operations 
neai completion The scale of lees prescribed by tin* Hoard applies 
only to districts where there is an Estates Paititmn bund, viz., during 
the jxMiod sjvcified m the question, only in Dm ca and Mymonsingh and 
in Jessoie up to 1919, and theiefoic affects onl\ to a very slight extent 
the surplus ol the whole piovinee 

{b) The last levision was made only in 1919 and there is nothing 
to show that a further revision is required. 


Extra passenger traffic owing to extension of port limits, Calcutta. 

38. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble the 
Mem be i in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a tact that, owing to the recent extension ot port limits to Konnagar, 
the Port Commissioners, with the apprn\al ol tin* Government, have 
since Februai y , 1921, been carrying passengers loi cross traffic between 
stations which were former!? outside the ]>ort limits, without providing 
more steamers for this extra traffic? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Kerr ) S It is a fact that the Port Commissioners are running ferry 
steamers within the aiea which was added to the j»ort of Calcutta by 
notification No. 18 Mne., dated the 22nd January, 1921, and that* no 
new' steamers have been provided foi this additional service. The 
arrangement does not require the approval of Government and was not 
referred to Government. The Poi t Commissioners report that the 
average number of passengers carried on these cross trips is about 2fi 
per run, and that these additional passengers are within the capacity of * 
the boats during this part of their journey. 
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Work-houses. 

39. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI : („) Is tin Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of (lie Department of ('i)innieire aware that the 
work-houses of labourers, other than those under the Government, are 
unhealthy ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of compelling all employers to see that the 
work-houses of laboureis in Calcutta are made healthy within at least 
one year? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Kerr): (a) and ( h) Government do not agree that the 
work-houses of la houiers in Bengal are onhealtliv. The member is 
referred to the piovisions of .Chapter III of the Indian factories Act, 
which apply to all factories in which more than 49 persons are employed 
and in some cases to smaller factories. An amendment of the Act which 
will give Government [lower to extend it to all factories and workshops 
employing not less than ten persons is now undei the consideration of 
the Indian Legislature. 


Press strikes. 

40. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI: (a) Will the 
flon’ble tin* Membei in charge of the Depaitment of Finance be pleaded 
fo state whether there was any stiike in the pres-, on the introduction 
of the piece system in 1875? 4 

(l>) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleaded to state tin* number 
of strikes that have occurred in the press dining the period from 1878 
to 1921, stating the causes for such strikes in each case? 

(c) What steps have the Government taken fiom time to time to 
put a stop to strikes in the press? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: (??) No. 

(5) There are records of only two sf likes of the whole pi ess- — (?) 
in 1905 and (it) in 1920: — 

(/) In 1905. the gi ievanees put forwaid were numerous. The 
principal one appears to have been the insufficient supply of 
ty[>e and other material. There was also a complaint that 
many men were on the temporniy establishment end therefore 
lion-pensionable, and there were also complaints regarding 
promotion. 

(n) In 1920, the strike was on the question of an increase of piece 
rates Certain improvements in the conditions of service 
were also asked for. 
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(r) In 1905, the slight differences existing between the rates foi 
piece work in the Bengal Press and those existing in the Government 
of India Press were removed where these weie disadvantageous to the 
men of the Bengal Press. In 19(lS, a new Typecasting Department was 
started and ample ty|>e and material have been provided ever wince. 
About halt of the posts on the piece establishment were made permanent 
and pensionable, and nearly all the posts of the salaried establishment 
were treated in the same way. Other minor grievances were lemoved 
and the general conditions ot woi k impioved. In 1920, the piece rates 
\u>re enhanced and the salaries of the rtmaindei of t lie establishment 
impioved. The question ot Blither improvements m the conditions of 
sen ice is undei the coiisideiation ot Government. 


Nautical education. 

41. Babu JOCENDRA KRISHNA ROY: tot Will the Dou ble the 

Mcmhei m ihaige id the Manne Depaitment he pleased Instate w bethel 
the attention ot the Go\emment has been diawn to the \iews ex blessed 
hv Mi 1‘ N Gnh.i m his mmuiitv lepoit in eonneetion with the prob- 
lem of nautnal edmation in Bengal:" 

(h) If so. ha\e the Government leteiied tin liiattei to the Bengal 
t'hamhei ot ('ommeire. m ordei to aseeitam wheth**i the allegations 
made b\ Mi Gulin legaiding the appointment of Indian apprentices on 
hoaid the vessels owned )»\ Kuiopean companies aie true!*' 

(c) It not.4iie the Government toiisiderihg tin* desimhdily ot doing 
so now. and ot publishing the views of the Ghambei v 

The Hon’ble Mr, KERR: in), (h) and (r) The mcmhei is referred 
to Bengal Government resolution No. 2772 Mne . dated tin* 8th August, 
1921 Mi Guha's repoit shows tliat the point was qieeificall v lefened 
to representatives of the leading steamship companies who seived on the 
Committee. Government have not, therefore, considered it necessary 
to consult the Bengal Ghambei of Commerce. 


Sub-jail clerks. 

42. Babu J0CE8H CHANDRA 8ARKAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the* Member in charge of the Department ot Revenue (Jails) he pleased 
to state what action, if any, has been taken by the Government on the 
memorial submitted by the sub-jail cleiks in March, 1921!*' 

( h ) Will the TTon’ble the Member Ik* pleased to say why these 
officers were not classed with the ministerial officers as regards theii a 
pay and promotion ? 
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The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (a) The memorials have been 
considered, but final orders will not be issued until a decision is reached 
about the recommendations of the Committee appointed to advise on 
the revision of pay of ministerial officers in Bengal. 

(b) They are treated as ministerial officers in all respects and the 
Ministerial Officers’ Salaries Committee have considered theii pay. 


8ub-jail clerks. 

43. Bahu JOCENDRA KRISHNA ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased tc 
state whether the Government have icceived any representation from 
the sub-jail clerks of Bengal, complaining with regard to the inadequacy 
of their pa\ and prospects? 

( b) If so, has any step been taken to rediess the grievances of the 
sub-jail clerks? 

(r) If not, is there any likelihood ot considering this matter at an 
early date? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a), (h) and c) The membei 
leferred to the answer given to a similui question asked at this meet- 
ing by Balm Jogesh Chandra Sarkar. 


Minister’s salary. 

44. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Hon’ble the Membei 
in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to lay on the table 
the legal opinion taken m England upon the question whether a Minis- 
ter’s salary is to be regarded as a voted or lion-voted item ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: Legal opinion fiom England 
on tins question has not yet been received. 


Minister’s salary. 

45. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to 
state whether the Government have received the opinion ot the English 
constitutional lawyers on the question whether the salary of the Minis- 
ters should be submitted to the vote of the Council v 
* (b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to place tbt same 

on the table? 
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The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: The member is referred to 

the answer given to a similar question asked at this meeting* by 
Mr. A joy Chunder J)utt. 


Proficiency of members of the Indian Civil Servioe in Bengali 
and Urdu. 

46. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
the Member m eharge ot t lie Appointment Pepaitment be pleased to 
state what sjwnul steps, if any. are in the contemplation of Govern- 
ment under which Indian (’ml Service officers will be taught to s|x ak 
Bengali and Urdu moie proficiently than they do at picsent ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: The Departmental Examina 
lion rules }>rovide foi the colloquial examination ol officers ot the 
Indian ('ml Seivice in Bengali and Hindustani, and instructions have 
been recently issutal foi the stiffening of these tests Officers in 
Bengal aie not requned to pass dej>ai t mental examinations in Uidu 
hut may, under cm tain conditions, np|K*ai to? examiuat ion in that subject 
and earn lewanls in the cscnt of passing 


Tuition fees during vacations. 

47. Maulvi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: Will the Ilon’hle the 

Minister in ( harge of the Department of Education lx* pleased to state 
why fees are lealised from students in educational institutions duiing the 
{>criod of vacations? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: In terms of Government oidei 
No. 1574 Kdm, dated the 21st December, 1917, fees are charged for the 
whole year, but for the convenience of the parents and guardians of 
pupils, payment is jxunntted nionthh The annual charge is neces- 
sary, since the salaries of teachers and othei expenses have to lx* met 
all the year round. It is probably more convenient for all concerned 
that this annual fee should be divided into twelve instalments than 
that the suggestion in the question should be followed, and the instul 
ments be fewei and larger. 

Financial relations of Bengal with Government of India. 

48. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: Will the Hon’ble th< 
Member in charge of the Department of Kinance be pleased to stat( 
whether the Government of India have taken any action upon the repre 
sentation made by the Bengal Government for the readjustment of tht 
financial relations of the Presidency of Bengal with the Government of 
India? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: No orders have yet been received from the 
Government of India on the representations srrbmitted by this Govern- 
ment regarding* the financial situation. 

Eabu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: Will the Ilon’ble Member 
be pleased to state when ordeis an* expected to be received from the 
Government of India!' 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: 1 am afia id I cannot answer for the 
Government of India. 


Muhammadan Sheristadars. 

49. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the Ilon’ble 
the Member in chaise of the Department oi Re\enue (Land Revenue) 
be pleased to state whether then* is any Muhammadan sheristadar or 
head clerk m an\ of tin* (’omnnssioneis’ offices in the province!' 

( b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to make a state- 
ment, district b\ district, showing the number oi Muhammadans who 
are serving as shenstadars or head cleiks in the offices oi (1» Judges, 
(2) (bllectors, and (d) Magistrates ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADH IRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) The answei is in the negative. 

(b) In none of the offices of the District -Indies and Magistrate- 
Dollectors is the head mmisteiial office l (shei istadai ) a Muhammadan. 


11 Junta ” Prayer. 

50. Maulvi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: (a) lias the attention of 
the Ifon’ble tin* Member in charge of the Appointment Department 
been drawn to the fact that it is against the tenets of Islam for a 
Muhammadan to attend to an\ worldly business on Friday before the 
./ tuna pra\ er is o\ ei !' 

(/;) Have the Go\ eminent considered the feasibility of transferring 
the half-holiday granted on Saturday to the early hours of Friday, sc 
that all Government institutions may lemain closed up to 2 r.M. on 
Friday *' 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Np. (b) No. 

Transfer of Kotalpur Munsifi to Vishnupur. 

51. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: {a) Is the non’hle the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department aware of tin* great inconvenience 
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caused to the inhabitants of Kotalpur (Yishmipin subdivision, district 
Bankuraf by the transfer of the Munsif's (’ourt fiom that place* to 
VTshnupur Y 

(b) Is it the intention of the (lovemiiieut to roconsidei its order, 
passed by the Judicial Department of the (Joveinment of Bengal oft the 
16th December, 1918, in this connection ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-Uft-RAHIM : (a) Some petitions have been 
leceived complaining of the inconvenience caused b\ the transter of the 
*Munsif’.s Court from Kotalpui to Yishnupui 
( b) The ansuei is m the negative 


Projected railways in Dinajpur and Jalpaiguri. 

52. Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon' ’hie the 
Minister m chaige of the Depaitment of Public Works be pleased to 
state-- 

(</) when the (piestion of opening a railway from Bniganj on the 
Eastern Bengal Kailua\ to Tetulia in tin* Jalpaiguri distliet 
is likch to he taken up; 

< h) what has become of tin* project of a light railway b\ Messrs. 
( i ilhtiuh*! s, Aibuthnot &. To. fiom Dmaipui to Kissenganj; 

( i ) whethei then* is an\ othei rail win pro|cct that is likely to be 
taken up soon In tin* distnct of Dinajpui? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) (fovenmient have no information in legard to this 
pioject since* the \eai 1914, when it \i;is given seventh place in tin* list 
submitted to the Bailwax Boa id foi consideration of railuax projeetf- 
m Bengal. 

( b) ft has bcf*n dec uled by tin* Kailwax Boaid that tin* furthei con- 
sulci at ion of railway piojer^s m the I)inaj]un and 1'iiimn districts must 
await tin* Jesuits of tin* tiaffie iji\ est igation of the whole area noifh of 
tin* (ranges and west of tin* l\n batijmi-Siligui I line To he undci taken l>\ 
the Eastern Bengal llailwav administration. 

( r) This will de]H*nd on the lesult of the investigations noted 
against (b). 


Improvement of district board roads. 

53. Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: (») With reference to nn 
u n starred question No. 248, a leph to w hj^k was delivered on the* 15tli^ 
July by the Hou’ble the Ministei in chaige of the Department of 
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Public Works, will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Depart- 
ment of Local Self-Government be pleased to state whether the Govern- 
ment are considering the desirability of financing such district boards 
as cannot properly maintain their roads? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state the names of the district boards which need 
such help and to what extent the same is required? 


The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and 

(b) Government already give district boards a grant known as the 
augmentation grant averaging about Its. 8 lakhs a year, one of the 
objects of which is expenditure on roads and bridges. The general prin- 
ciples observed by Government in this matter are — 

(/) that, generally shaking, local needs should be met primarily 
by local resources and that the local authority must accept 
responsibility for local roads; and 

(2) that a district board requiring money for capital exjienditure 
on roads should apply to Government for a loan and not foi 
a grant. 

I may add that in my opinion the improvement of the public health 
is a more urgent matter and has stronger claims to Government grants 
than the improvement of the roads. 


Military education in Bengal. 

54. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Rou ble the 

Member in charge of the Political Repayment be pleased to state what 
steps, if any, Iioac been, or are being, taken- by the Government for the 
introduction of military education in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: It is understood that the 
reference is to military training. Auxiliary Force units f<rr European 
British subjects have been formed under the Auxiliary Force Act, 
1920. Under the Indian Territorial Force Act, 1920, the 2nd (Cal- 
cutta) Battalion, University Training Corps and the 1st (Territorial) 
Battalion, 94th Russell’s Infantry, have been constituted for Bengal 
by the Arm\ Department notification No. 15.82 published in the Gazette 
of India of August Oth, 1921. Rules relating to the organisation of the 
* Indian Territorial Force 1U» been published in the same Gazette , and 
steps will now be taken for vl the formation of the sanctioned units. 
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Government Pleaders and Muktears in the several subdivisions 
of BakarganJ. 

55. Maulvi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon hie the 

Member in charge of the Judicial Department he pleased to state feu* the 
years 1918 — 20 — 

(?) the number of Government pleaders and muktears in each of the 
subdivisions of the Bakarganj district . 

(i?) the amount of fees granted to each, and the amount of fees 
received yearly: and 

(in) the number of successful and unsuccessful cases conducted by 
each ? 

Thi Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (?) There aie in the Bakarganj 
district no other retained pleaders or muktears than Balm Gaiiesh Chan- 
dra Das Gupta, semoi Government pleader, and Balm Jtujendra Lai 
Banerji, junior Government pleader In the three out King subdivisions, 
however, there aie three selected pleaders. Balm Satish (Jiandra Sen at 
Pirojpur, llai Shyama t'haran Simlai Bahadur at I’ntuakhuli, and Balm 
Mahendra (’handra Kay (’haudhuri at Dhola, who me generally 
npjxnnted to conduct the c ivil and criminal cases ot Government. When 
these pleader* cannot <<>|ve with the work, private* pleaders and muktears 
are also sometimes engaged. 

(//) and {tn) Statements showing (7) fees obtained and the number 
of successful and unsuccessful civil cases '(inducted by each pleader and 
{2) the tees obtained by each of the pleaders and muktears in conducting 
criminal cases and appeals dining the three* \eais 1918- — 20 are laid on 
the table. It has not been found possible to ascertain how many criminal 
cases and appeals have been conducted 1>\ each pleader or muklear and 
how many were successful and how man} unsuccessful 
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Statement (2) referred to in the reply to unstarred question Xo. ,1,5, show- 
ing the amount of fees paid to pleaders and muktears in llakarganj 
district during the years 191$, 1919 and 1920 in criminal cases. 


Names of pleader* ami rnukteuM 

m*. | 

ion* 

1 t»?o. 

ToUl. 


Sapab. 

IU. 

Its 

Its 

A 

: l{ ' 

A. 

Balm OhhohIi Chandra Das Gupta, 
senior Government pleader. 

6 Oh 4 , 

7,904 

0,032 

0 

20,600 

| 

0 

Balm Bajetidru Lai Bauerjee, june i 
Goi erriimmt pleader. | 

5 HOP 

6,33o i 

5,713 

;) 

17.1*42 

0 

Hal ii S\ anm V liaran Drill, i, pleader 

3,2*0 

2.1*4 4 ; 

2,006 

0 

1) 226 

0 

I miu Bhmdran S< n, pleader ... 1 

1,02 7 

2,724 

3 HI 

0 

i 4,142 

i 

0 

,, Kidlie.su at Knr pl.il, pleader ... , 

144 

H24 

352 

0 

* 1,320 

0 

Hii>lnk»>li Mukerji e, pleader ... j 

56 

51! 2 

2(>0 

O 

1 HI 8 

0 

,, Bepm Behai i < >uhn . . ... j 

ii(>i 

328 

32 

0 

62 1 

0 

,, Binode Bed r I < iupti. pleader 


1 52 

112 

0 

204 

0 

,, Jitetidra Nat i i *s« n. pl< ader | 


25 

40 

0 

65 

0 

,, Taiak Nath Chandra, pleader ... , 


... 

32 

0 

32 

0 

1 

,, J. K M nk( rjr e, pleader ... I 



30 

0 

30 

0 

Nagendra Nath Bos* , pleader ... ! 

HD 

GO 

210 

0 

350 

0 

Malil\ 1 Ilo^all) Ali 



50 

0 

5o 

0 

Baiai Niranjm Mukerj'-e mukOar ... 1 



127 

8 

127 

8 

Harihar Bhftttaeharjee, nmktear .. i 

| 



130 

0 

130 

0 

Puhn Behan Bamrjee, nmktear . j 


... 





Kail.ish Chandra Sen. nmktear ... j 

30 

54 

| HI 

0 

171 

0 

PlItOJI’UR 







Balm Satish Chandra Sen, pleader 

55 

132 

704 

0 

HOI 

0 

, Bhnhan Mohan Narkel, pleader ... 

24 

H 



1 32 

0 

Pattakhau. 





• 


Rai Shy»nia Charan Simlai Bahadur, 
pleader 

112 


562 

0 

; 074 

i 

0 

BaLu Annada Charan Mukerjee, Muktear 

51 

... 

t 


51 

0 
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56. Babu FANINDRALAL DE: Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state whether any 
respbnsible officer was deputed to inspect and report on the rivers in the 
ltajshalii Division, since the floods in the rivers Atrai, Baranai and Nagar 
in August, 1918? If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADH IRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The Chief and Executive Engineers paid visits after the 
floods and tlieii reports were duly received, but owing to the depleted 
staff, the deputation of a special officer to make a thorough, complete 
and extensive inquiry which the pioldem demands was not possible. 

Income-tax deduction on back pay in the Dacca Division. 

57. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Ilon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Depaitmeni of finance be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that income-tax was deducted last jear in the Dacca Division from 
an ears of salaries drawn by certain officers on account of the revision of 
their pay, even when the an ears thus drawn amounted to less than 
Rs. 2,000 j>er annum, and that no such deduction was made in the 
Bind wan Division? 

(b) If so, will tin* Tlon’hle the Member be pleased to state the reason 
for this differential tieatment in two separate divisions? 

( r) Will the TTon’hle the Member be pleased to state m this connec- 
tion the rule which is observed m the matter of making income-tax 
(list inct ion ? 

The Hin’ble Mr. KERR: I he income-tax law is uniform throughout 
the Presidency. Government have no information regarding the adoption 
of differential treatment in different di\isions of the matters referred 
to in the question and no instructions have been issued on the subject by 
Government . The amount of the assessment is regulated in individual 
east's by the provisions of the law , and it is open to any person who consi- 
ders that he has been improperly assessed to appeal against his assess- 
ment to the proper authority. 


Listed posts and Bengal Civil Service (Judicial). 


58. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: \\ ill tin* Hon* hie the Member in 
charge of the Appointment Department be pleased — 

{a) to lay on the table a list showing the names of officers of the 
Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) who were first appointed to 
officiate' in “ listed ” posts during 1919, 1920 and 1921, wdth 
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their respective ages at the time of obtaining such appoint- 
ments ; ami 

(ft) to state whether it is a fact that no member of the Bengal 
Civil Service (Judicial) has up till now got a j>erm^nent 
appointment in the first grade of District Judges? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) During the peiiod in 
question, the listed post*, in the Judicial Service were held thioughout 
b\ permanent men. A statement is laid on the table which shows 
officers who acted in temporary posts cieated on tin* leeoutniendution 
of the High Couit 01 in posts toi whnli no ci'dian olticei was available. 

( h) Yes. 


State merit referred to tn the reply to unstarred guistion ,\o. dS showing 
officers of the Bengal ( red St mre (Judicial^ irho teen first 
appointed to offiewte m Indian Cm! Sernee posts (in c.reet.s of the 
sanetunud numhtr of listed post . 0 during Jdl!f I'i'IO and Vddl. 


N h in* 1 


1 *lltf of first fippolllt IIHMlt 


Ayr. 


1919 . 




Yks 

n 

n 

Mr Durg.i Das Chakruhatli 

1 Stli Januai \ 

M 

3 

3 

,, S.isln IUniHlian Banarji 

2«th Mn\ 

r.o 

0 

i r* 

,, I’arcbh Nat li Ka \ ( haudhmi 

iiui. 

4'J 

;* 

r 

Burada Kinkar Mukharji 

1 31 !i J him 

ID 

9 

2 9 

Kiialma Kumar Sen 

Sill Sfptelllhci 

47 

2 

24 

„ Ainrita Lul Mukliarji 

30th Jwrn 

48 

5 

1 

• 

1920 . 




Mr. Hem Kumar Neogi 

12th .January 

4 9 

0 

6 

,, Iradatulla 

1 

11th 

46 

7 

8 

1 

,, Phanindia Mdian Chat a r ji 

18th 

47 

9 

24 

Bijoy (iopai Chat ar ji ... ' 19th ,, 

47 

4 

5 

,, Rajendra Lai Sadhu 

3 1 «t May 

48 

:t 

16 

,, Bauamali Sen 

7th July ... 

46 

10 

26 


1921 . 
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.Stationery articles in court offices of Chittagong and Dacca, 
Divisions. 

50. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether he 
intends to go on tour in the year 1921? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that considerable hardship 
exists among the employees of the civil courts m the Dacca and Chitta- 
gong Divisions fni want of stationery articles, such as paper, blotting 
paper, ink and thiead? 

(c) if the answer to (h) is in the negative, doe*' the ITon’ble the 
Member intend to make an inquiry into the mattei from the District 
Judges m those two divisions? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (a) If neci ,‘ssity arises, not 
ot herwise. 

( h) He has no such information. 

(c) Tlie Disti ict Judges concerned may be relied on to bring the 
matter to tin* notice of the authorities if the uiggestion in ( b ) is well- 
lounded. 


Amendment of Act XII of 1887. 

60. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether it is in 
the contemplation of the (Government to mo\e the (Government of India 
to amend Act XII of 1887 with a view to having a self-contained Act 
foi tins Presidency only ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: The answer is in the negative. 


Privilege leave to Bengal Civil Service (Judicial). 

61. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether any reply 
has been received from the (Government of India regarding the grant of 
privilege leave on full ]>ay to officers of the Bengal Civil Service 
(Judicial) ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: No final communication from the 
Government of India has yet been received on the subject. 
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62. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay oil the table a 
list of subdivisions and munsifis — * 

(?) where munsifs’ quarters are provided by Government: and 
(n) where no such quarters are provided? 

(7>) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
Government contemplate making any provision in tin* next year's 
budget foi the const! action of quarters for munsifs where then* are no 
quarters at piesent? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAH IM : («) (?) and (???) A list of sub- 
divisions ami munsifis is laid on the table. Asterisks show the places 
when* munsifs' quaiteis aie provided by Government. The list does 
not include the places wheie such residences are under construction. 

( h ) I hat will depend upon the necessities of each case and a\ailabi- 
li tv of sufficient funds 

List nf su^Jmswns and munsifis referred to in the refill/ t> 
unit nr red question No. CrJ. 


1 )i\ is !• m 
Burdwa i 


I >11 tu ajpm 



Bi.ljill!. 0 

l{ain|tnrliat 

... Hum pm hat. 

Ban kin a (Sa« lai ) ... 

... Bankura 

Khati a. D 

Vudiunpfir . . 

\’lHljll|||;lr. 

M idiiaporc ( ''Hi la i ) 

iilidnuporc. 
Gariibctii u 

1 >antnri 

Gliutul 

(ihutul 

Tainluk 

... Tnrnluk. 0 

Cunlai 

(.'dll tm 

I buitaii. 0 

Hoo^hly 

.. Ifoo K ld>. 

Seramporc* 

Seram poo* 

Arainbagb 

Arambagh ° 

Howrah (Sadar) ... 

H o vv rati. 

Ulubaria 

Amta 

Ulubaria. 0 


Siihdiv i-uui 


I> urdw jin ( Nit jar ) 

Kutwa 

Kabul 

\s. ni^ul 

fin ) > 1 1 1 i m i Si.kJui ) 


M 11 11 MI fi 


Hindu an 
Katw a. 
Kill mi 
Asansn! c ' 
Sum. 
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Division, 

Subdivision. 

Muneifi, 

Presidency 

... 24-Parganas (Sadar) 

... Alipore 

Baruipur. 


Diamond Harbour 

... Diamond Harbour.* 


Bar rack pore 

... Sea Id ah. 


Barasat 

... Barasat.® 


Basil hat 

Basil hat. c 


Nadia (Sadar) 

Krishnagar 


Kuslitia 

... Kushtia 


Molierpur 

... Mchcrptir. 


(Jhuadanga 

... Chtiadanga. ° 


Kanaghat 

Kanaghat. 


Murshidabad (Sadar) 

... Bcrhamport* 


Lalbngli 

... Lalbagh. 


Jangipur 

... Jangipur ° 


Kandi 

... Kandi. 


Jessorc (Sadar) ... 

... Jessore. 


Magura 

... Magura. 0 


Narail 

... Narail ® 


Bangaon 

Bangaon 


Jliemda 

... Jhenida ° 


Khulna (Sadat ) 

... Khulna 


Satklnra 

... Satklnra." 


Bagerliai 

... Bulci hat ° 

Dacca ... 

... Dacca (Sadar ) 

Dacca. 


Naravanganj 

... Narayanganj. 


Manikgauj 

... Manik^anj. 


Muushiganj 

Muushiganj. 0 


Mymensingli (Sadar) 

... Myincnsingh 
lswarganj. c 


Jainalpur 

... Shcrpur. • 
Jainalpur.® 


Tangail 

Pingna. 

Tangail. 0 


Nctrukona 

... Nctrakona. 


Kishorganj 

... Kishorganj ° 
Bajitpur. 


Faridpur (Sadar) ... 

... Faridpur. 


Gopalganj 

... Bhanga. 


Madaripur 

... Madaripur. 

Chfkandi. 


Goahimlo 

... Goalundo.® 


Patuakhali 

... Patuakhali ° 


Pirojpur 

Pirojpur. 0 


Bakarganj (Sadar) 

... Barisal. 


Bhola 

... Bhola. 0 
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Division 

SuIhIivisioii 

11 unsili 

Chittagong 

... Chittagmig (Sadai ) 

Chittagong. 

Fatikchari. 0 

Hathazuri ° 
North Kaojati. 
South Uaojan. 
l’atn u c 

Satkamu ° 


Cnx's Bazar 

... C< \’s Ba/ai . c 


Tippera (SmJar) ... 

... Com ilia 


Brahniaiihai 1.1 

... Braliiuanharia. 

Kasha ° 

Nahi nagai ° 


Chamlpur 

... Chau<i|Mir.° 


Noukhah ( >mlai ) .. 

... S u i i 1 1 a i am ° (u J 
11 at i n a ° 
Lakshimpur ° 
KuikIw 1 1> ° 


Frm ... 

Frill. 

li.ljsluihl 

ll.ijahuhi ( ■'Utl.u ) ... 

... Bmilia. 


N.mgaon 

. .. N.iugami 0 

N hvn ahguuj 


Natur 

Natoi. 


i )inajimi (S i<lar ) .. 

Ihunjpur. 

liaiganj. 


Bnlurghat 

Balm ghat p 


1 link in 

Thakui guon.° 


.Jalpaiguri (S.oJni ) 

•Jalpaiguri. 0 


Alipui 

Ahjuir (/>) 


itangpur (S.ului ) .. 

Ihmgpur. 


Nilpha nan 

N 1 1 j»l i amar i. ° 


Kurignon 

.. l\migu<»ii.° 


( i ai 1 ia 1 id 1 at 

( iaihamiha.^ 


Bo^ra (Sadar ) 

Bogra. 


Fnliria (Sa iai ) 

Palma. 


Sirujganj 

.. Susjgnuj 


MaliJa ( Sa.lai ) 

Mahla 

Nau ahgan j. 


Darjiling 



KalmifM'Mg 



Kurirong 



Siltguri 



(a) Tt*i»|>ornr\ residences have b>en built at Soriapu 

( b ) In Alipur Duars there ih no munsif, hut tin* SiihdivisionaJ Officer cxemHi-s tli? 
powers of a munsif. 
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63. Babu 8AILAJA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI : (a) Will the 

lion’ hie the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state whether it is a iact that only those boys who have 
passed the Matriculation Examination in the first division are allowed 
admission to the first year class m the Ihesideney College? If so, why? 

(It) Is it a fact that in this year the College authorities denied 
admission to a candidate who was otherwise duly qualified exclusively 
on the ground that Ik* happened to attend a political meeting? 

The Hon’ble Mr, P, C. MITTER: (n) There is no rule to this 
effect, nor is admission to the College made entirely on the basis of 
mati n idation insults. Other factors are taken into consideration, the 
aim being to secure that all classes of the community, and all parts 
of the province, are represented so lar as accommodation permits. The 
competition for admission is, however, so keen that the majority of 
those admitted have passed the Matriculation Examination in the first 
class. 

(h) It is not a fact. Such information is not communicated to the 
Principal, and the inference i u the question is not known. 


Strikes and “ hartals ” and business licenses. 

64. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon hie 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government he 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that a eiicular lias been issued to 
nil municipalities, enjoining u]k>ti them the advisability of withhold- 
ing licenses from shop-keepers and tradesmen participating m hattah 
and strikes? 

(/;) If the answer to (<'/') is in the affirmative, will the Hon’lde the 
Minister he pleased to lay on the table a copy of the circular m question ? 

(r) Have the Government any information as to the action taken 
l>\ the municipalities on the aforesaid circular? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (b) 

A copy of Government letter No. 229-33 T. — L.S.-G., dated the 13th 
June, 1921, is laid on the table. 

(r) Government have no information, except that the municipal 
commissioners of Faridpur have expressed their inability to comply with 
the suggestions made in the Government letter. 
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No. 229-33 T. — L.S.-G , dated Darjeeling, the 13th June 1921. 

From — L S. S ()'Mai*i.k\. Esq , cik, icr. Secretary to the Govern 
ment ol Bengal, Department oi Local Sell-Government, 

To — All Commissioners of Divisions 

1 am directed to say that in order to safeguard the public against the general 
inconvenience and dislocation of business, caused b\ the mischievous activities of 
non-eo-operationists, the Got ernment of Bengal (Ministry ol Local Self-Govern- 
ment) consider it desirable that it should be made a condition of the licenses 
granted under the Hack net Carriage Act that the\ a ill be liable to be cancelled 
h\ the municipal commissioners if the owners or timers reluse to ply hacknej 
carriages for hire It is further considered desirable that it should be made 
a condition of the licenses for markets granted under section 338 of the Bengal 
Municipal Act, that the liuukets shall not he < losed without the pci mission of the 
municipal commissioners, and that closure w ithout such permission ma\ entail 
the < uncellatmn of the licenses The commissioners of municipalities in which the 
Calcutta Hackney Carriage .Vet and Part X of the Bengal Municipal Act are m 
lorce, should be informed accordingly. 


Suspension of business owing to “ hartals.” 

65. Mr. M. AHMED: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Minister in charge 
nt the Depai 1 mont of Local Sell-1 ro\ ei mnen t .mure of the hardship and 
inconvenience caused to the public owing to tin sudden and wholesale 
• leisure of shops and stalls within the jm i -.diet ion ol nmlassal nmni- 
i ipahties, etc. r 

( h \ Aie tlie Government consider mg the desirability ol asking’ the 
local bodies in question to frame such b\-laws as will prevent the 
sudden closing, m future, of shops and stalls'-’ 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA : un The answer 
is in the affirmative. 

{h) The attention of the member is drawn to Govei nment letter 
No. 229-33 T. — L.S.-G , dieted the 13th June, 1921, to all ( 'oinni issioners 
of Divisions, a copy of which is laid on the fable in reply to a similur 
question asked at this meeting bv Kai Kadha (’haian J’al Bahadur. 


Bengal Civil Service (Judicial). 

66. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department he pleased to state whether any 
representation bus l>een received from individual members of the 
Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) regarding their pay, pension, nomen- 
clature, etc Y D so, what is the total number of such representa- 
tions and what action, if any, are the Government going to take thereon? 
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The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAH IM : Representations have been 
received from a large number of iiiember.s of t he Bengal Civil Service 
(.Judicial ) . They are under consideration. 

*■ Alleged illegal gratifications taken by railway employees. 

67. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Has t lie attention of the 
Hon’hle the Ministei in charge of the Department of Public Works been 
drawn to tlie allegations that illegal gratifications aie taken by most of 
the station staffs of the railways of Bengal for the supply of empty 
wagons for the conveyance of goods fiorn one station to another? 

( h) If so, are the (ioveiriment eousidering the desirability of direct- 
ing that an inquiry bo made info tin* matter? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) No. 

(h) The question is one into which the Bailway Department of tlie 
Local (ioveiriment has no authority to direct that an inquiry should be 
held. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: With regard to question (i7 (a), 
if upjrears that the answer is in the negative. Am T to understand 
that no illegal gratifications are taken by most of the station staffs of 
tlie railways of Bengal for the supply of empty wagons for the convey- 
ance of goods from one station to another? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: Government has no information 


Pay and prospects of Sub- Registrars. 

68. Babu BHISHMADEV DAS: Will the Hon’hle the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Education he pleased to state whether any 
scheme for tin* improvement of the pav and prospects of Sub-Registrars 
has been formulated and when it is likely ,to be published? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: A scheme has been prepared and 
is now under consideration. 1 regret I am not at present in a jwisition 
to say on what date if will he promulgated 

Provincial Loan Account. 

69. Babu BROJENDRA KISHOR RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will 

the Hon’hle the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be 
pleased to say with regard to the Provincial Loan Account, what are 
the considerations that led Government to pay off the entire outstand- 
ing balance thereof on the 31st March, 1921, from the Provincial balance 
on that date to the Government of India? 
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(b) What was the amount of the said outstanding balance on that 
date? 

(c) In how many instalments and of what amount each could (ion* 
eminent have, in the alternative, paid of the said outstanding balance ? 

(d) What would have been the rate and actual amount of inte^st 
on such instalments? 

(r) Did Government make any inquiries from the Government ot 
India regarding the questions referred to in clauses (c) and (d) abo\e, 
before deciding to pay oft the entire amount on tin* 31st March last? H 
so, with what result? 

(/) What is the average rate and actual amount of interest recover- 
able b\ Government from parties to whom advances have been made fiom 
the said loan fund? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: (n), (b), {c) and yd) The number is 

lefened to the speech of the Hon' hie Finance Memhei on page 230 ot 
Volume I — No. 4, of the Pioceedmgs of this Council. 

( r) No inquiries fiom the Government id' India were neeessan as 
legaids the questions m ir) and id) in view of the provisions of nile 23 
of the Devolution Hales. 

(/) The rates of interest aie: foi advances under the Land Improve- 
ment and Agriculturists Loans Act, bj pel cent.; for advances to co- 
o|H*rative societies, 1 percent.; tor drainage and einhankinent advances, 
4, o and (i per cent.; for advances to land-holders, etc., 4 per cent., for 
advances to local bodies, 4, T>, and (I per cent.; for miscellaneous 
advances, f» and t>] ]H»r cent. 

The estimated amount recoverable during the current veai is shown 
on page 27 of tin* Financial Statement foi 1921-22 


Provincial Loan. 

70. Babu BROJENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURI : (a) Will 
the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Finance l>e 
pleased to say whether it is a fact, that the Government of Hengal 
asked the Government of India to sanction a loan of one ciore of rujiees 
during the year 1921-22, of which fifty lakhs have been sanctioned by 
the Government of India? 

(b) What are the projects other than the Grand Trunk Canal to be 
financed from the said loan? 

(r) What would lie the rate of interest payable on the said loan? 

(d) At the time of making the proposal of the said loan, did the 
Government consider the other alternative of financing the said schemes 
from the balance of the Provincial Loan Account due to the Government 
of India, and paying off such balance in instalments to the Govern- 
ment of India instead of in one lump on the 31st March, 1921 ? 



64 


QUESTIONS. 


[29th Aug. 


(e) Did Government consider the merits of such an alternative, 01 
make any reference to the Government of India regarding its feasi- 
bility ? If so, with what result? 

(/) Are Government aware that the Governments ol Madras, Bombay, 
thfe United Provinces and the Central Provinces have decided to pay off 
the balance of the Provincial Loan Account to the Government of 
India in instalments, and have been permitted to do so? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: (a) Yes. 

(b) The whole sum of Ks. 50 lakhs will be recpiired in part payment 
of the three dredgers which are being built at the instance ot the 
Irrigation Department. 

(c) One-halt |h*i cent, above the rate of interest at which the ltu] ee 
Loan of 1021 has been floated. As that rate is 6 per cent., free of 
income-tax, the Government of Bengal will pay practically 7 per cent 
interest on their loan. 

(d) and (r) The* member is referred to the speech of the Ilon’ble 
Finance Member on page 200 of Volume I — No. 4 of the Proceedings 
of this Council. 

(/) Government have no information. 


Partition of Midnapore. 

71. Babu DEVENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Will the Ilon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state what 
effect, if an\ , has been given to the resolution on the* annulment ot 
the partition of Midnapore carried m this Council duiini* the last Jul\ 
session. 

(b) If none, what action do the Government contemplate giving to 
it? 


The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) and (b) Government, 
for the reasons alread} given to the Council, do not propose to abandon 
the scheme for the partition of Midnapore. 


Grievances of Press employees. 

72. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI : <<i> Will the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleesed 
to state when effect will be gi\en to the Government orders of July, 
1920, as regards the following: — 

(i) that the services of all those in the Printing Department *ho 
were working before the datp of the orders were to be reck- 
oned as permanent from the date of their appointment ; 
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(?i) that a commit toe should bo formed to consider the grievances 
of the press employees ; * 

(m) that a provident fund should be established for the benefit of 
the newly-appointed men of the press in lieu of the ]>ension 
system ; 

(iv) that the compositors should be promoted to the jHists of copy- 
holders and computers; and 

(v) that the employees should be reclassified a«coiding to the new 
system ? 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to state the icasons for the 
delay in giving effect to the orders of July, 1920: 

The Hoit’ble Mr. KERR: (a) and < h) Pre>umablv the menthol 
refers to the orders contained in the Government ot India resolution 
No. A. -31, dated the loth Jul\, 11)20. That resolution applies onlv to 
presses under the Government of India and not to those under the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal. 

Financial crisis of High English Schools owing to non-co-operation. 

73. Mr. M. AHMED: (a) Is the HonTde the Minister in charge* of 
The Department of Education aware that many h ng-standing high 
English schools of establishes! reputation are in a stale* of financial crisis 
owing to the temporary desertion of bo vs consequent on the* non-co- 
operation movement ? 

(b) Are the* Government considering the* desirability of taking steps 
to safeguard the* interest of these schools bv sanctioning temporary 
additional grants till normal conditions aie* restored v 

(V) Are the* Government considering the* desirability of calling foi 
statements showing the names of aided and unaided institutions in the 
Presidency, and the number of boys on the rolls before* and after the 
non-co-operation movement, with a view to the exact knowledge of the* 
financial position of these schools. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Yes. 

(b) Rs. 10,000 has been placed at the disposal of the* Insjieotors of 
Schools, Rajshahi, Chittagong, and Dacca Divisions, to he*lp good 
schools threatened by the non-oo-ojioratinn movement. 

(r) Figures have been collected showing the* net decrease in attend 
a nee in Government and aided schools, and it dries not npjiear that any 
object will be served at the present time In' specially collecting the 
statistics of the decrease in the attendance at unaided schools — a mattei 
of great labour. The required statistics will be obtainable in due 
course from the annual reports issued by the Department of Public 
Instruction. 
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74. Mr. M. AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge 
of, the Department of Local Self-Government he pleased to state what 
steps, if any, are being taken by the Government for the establishment 
of water-works within the Madaripur Municipality? 

(b) Will the Jlon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government would be prepared to contribute half of the total estimated 
cost if the other half is borne by the Madaripur public? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA : (,/) In 

February last the Sanitary Hoard foiuaided a scheme, proposed by the 
( 'ommissioners of tin* Madaripur Municipality, tor a filtered water- 
supply system), at an estimated cost of IN. 1,05,100. The Commis- 
sioners asked for a Government grant equivalent to half the cost of 
the scheme, but Government were unable* to accede to this mpiest 
owing to financial stringency. 

(b) Government re»gret that they are not in a position to make a 
promise to this effect. 


Port Commissioners ferry steamers. 

75. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURt: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the* Member in charge of the* Maiifie Department be pleased to refer to 
paragraph 5 of the note of dissent, dated the 21st August, 1920, by 
Air W. C. Hanarji, recorded in the pioeeedings of .lie 1770th meeting 
of the Port Commissioners, held on the 23id August, 1920. and state 
whether the figures furnished therein about the feiry steamers con- 
veying passengers beyond their licensed capacity are substantially 
correct ? 

(b) If so, will the TTon’ble the Member be pleased to say whether 
the Government are considering the desirability of directing the Port 
(’ommissioners to take steps — 

(i) to prevent such overcrowding on board the ferry steamers; and 

(//) to provide additional facilities so that, passengers may not suffer 
from want of accommodation? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleaded to state whether it 
is a fact that the Port Commissioners, in calculating the expenditure 
on ferry service, take into account a very high percentage for depre- 
ciation, far in excess of the actual figures, as pointed out in paragraph 
3 of the note of dissent, dated the 21st August, 1920, by Mr. W. C. 
Banarji ? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. KERR, (a) Mr Bunarji’s remarks were as 
follows: — 

As regards the adequacy of tiie present facilities, not to speak of the extension 
of the service or opening of new stations, it will be seen from the proceedings 
of the 1775th meeting, held on the lbth August, 1920, that in July. 1920, tffese 
steamers carried 1,109,975 passengers, or, m round figures, 1 10,000 passengers 
wore carried by each steamer during the month, there being 10 steamers at work 
on the lines. This tomes to 5.518 passengers per day per steamei Assuming 
that each steamer makes five up and fne down tups to the termini duilv, which 
means more than 12 hours’ work, the average number ol passengers earned on 
rath trip is 551, against the carrving capacity of 500 by day and 115 by night 
It will he rememhered that this is the average ol the whole dav and it can easily 
he conceived what the rush is during the busiest parts of the day 

His figures as regards the numbers of passengei s cm t ied and the 
number of steamers employed in Jul\, 10^(1, were eoneet, but, as the 
total number of trips pet day is 2*57 and not 1 ( M » . as assumed by 
Mr. Banarji, his calculations as to the average liumhei ol passengei t* 
eairu‘d |>er ti ip weie not eoneet. Mm envoi, t \\ ■ » ol l lie steamers 
employed on the seivice tarn 1 ,L'(K) passengers by da\ and 57S by night. 

(h) This question does not thereinto aiise. 1ml the Toil Commis- 
sioners hate two new feiry steamei s undei ( oust met ion . which will 
help the tiaffh during the busy paits ot the dav. 

(<•) Depreciation at 5 per cent }h*i annum was accepted :»> reasonable 
b\ those (’mnmisMoiKMs who are mteiested in "hipping and liver steamer 
companies. Although the loans tiom which their lorry steamers aie 
provided aie repavahle m dll yeais, file I'ort , iimiiisQonei> icpoit that 
it is unlikely that anv of these* vessels will have a life ol 50 years; ti nt 
the jiereentage of depreciation taken must covet the possibility ol losf 
by accident as well as ordinary wear- and tea? ; and that the cost of 
replacing the old boats will feitainlv he much higher than their 
original cost on whnh the pet rentage has been taken 


• Sub-Registrars. 

76. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI ; Will the Ilon hle 

the Minister in charge of the Depaitment of Education he jdeased to 
strife — 

(i) whetlier the sub-registrars are governed by article *150 ol the 
Civil Service Regulations so far as ’he age of ret Moment is 
concerned ; 

(n) if so, whether any relaxation of the rule is contemplated with 
regard to the older officers who are now completing supei- 
annuated age ; and 

f »VD whether the services rendered under the Commission system 
are counted towards pension Y 
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The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: ( i ) The retirement of sub-egis- 
trars is governed by article 459 (b) of the Civil Seivice Regulations, 
viz., “ Officers, other than ministerial, who have attained the age of 55 
should ordinarily be required to retire, and should not he retained in ser- 
vice except where unquestionable public grounds for retention exist, 
and there is no doubt as to the physical fitness of the officer.** 

(// ) and (in) The answer is in the negative. 


Case of one Shaikh Muhammad Dhunker and a head constable and 
chaukidar of Rajbari. 

77. Maulvi ABDUL KARIM: (a) Is the ffon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Police Department aware — 

( i) that in December, 1920. one Shaikh Muhammad Dhunker com- 

plained to the Magistrate at Ra|ban in the district of Earid- 
pur charging a head constable named Nibaran Chandra Cuba 
and a ehankidai named Raghunath with having entered bis 
house and assaulted him ; 

(ii) that almost simultaneoush tin* said head constable brought a 

countei case against tin* said Shaikh Muhammad Dhunker 
under section 04 of Act V of 1 SO 1 , 

(m) that in the former case the chaukidar w as found guilt\ and 
sentenced to 0 months’ rigoious impusnnment by the court, 
while in the latter ease the Dhunkei was fined by an Honorary 
Magistrate named Jhibu Madhab Chandra Bagchi ; and 
(ir) that thereupon the Dhunker having tiled an appeal to the Dis- 
tnet Magistrate, Mas acquitted h\ the latter, who disbelieved 
the ease for the prosecution? 

{h) Is the Hon’hle the Member also aware — 

(i) that m connection with the above ease Shaikh Muhammad 
Dhunker m his appeal to the District Magistrate charged the 
Honorary Magistrate with having tampered with the record 
and (hanged dates of his orders and asked for an inquiry 
about the same ; and 

{n) that the Magistrate in bis judgment on appeal remarked as 
follows: “ Yen serious allegations have been made against 
the Honorary Magistrate in this ease and ha\e been supported 
by an affidavit. They ma\ or may not bp true, but, if true, 
they render him unfit to hold the position of an Honorary 
Magistrate. The Subdi visional Officer should personally 
make an inquiry into these allegations and submit a report 
by the 10th April.** 
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(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of making an 
inquiry as to what action has been taken by the Subdr visional Officer it 
pursuance of the orders of the District Magistrate? 

( d ) Has any inquiry been made — 

» 

(?) why the said head constable, Nibaran Chandra Gulin, was not 
tried and dealt with under the law, while his accomplice, the 
chaukidar, was punished with imprisonment; and 
(ii) whether the said head constable has been depart men tally or 
otherwise punished for having “ trumped ” up a false ease as 
found by the trying Magistrate? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) (?) On the 10th Decem- 
ber, 1920, one Shaikh Muhammad Dlmtiker filed a complaint before the 
Subdivisional Officer of Rajbari, chaiging an assistant sul>-ins]>eefor, 
Nibaran Chandra Guha, llaglmnath chaukidar, and others with offences 
under sections 44S, 424 and 479, Indian Penal Code. 

(ii) On tlie same dav the assistant sub-inspector instituted a case 
under section .44 of Act V of lSfil against Shaikh Muhammad Dhunker. 

(ni) In the former case the chaukidar Ttaghunafh was found guilt v 
under sections 44S, 452 and 442, Indian Penal Code, and was sentenced 
to 4 months’ rigoious imprisonment under each section, and in the 
latter Shaikh Muhammad Dhunker was tim'd lb 5 by Honorary Magis- 
trate Balm Madhab Chandra Bagcln .at Ooalundo. 

(ir) The District Magistrate n< quitted Shaikh Muhammad Dhunker 
on ap}M*al, and observed that he had the greatest doubt as to the truth 
of the case. 

(b) (?) In his petition of appeal Shaikh Muhammad Dhunkei cliarged 
the Honorary Magistrate with Inning (hanged the date* of his orders, 
but it does not appear that he asked for an inquiry. 

(ii) Yes. 

(r) The Subdivisional Offieei of Kajbari made a local inquiry in 
pursuance of the orders of the District Magistrate and reported on the 
20 th April, 1921, that Shaikh Muhammad Dhunker’s statements were 
not proved satisfactorily. 

(?/) (?) A local inquirv was made under section 202, Criminal Pro- 
cedure Code. As there was evidence only against the chaukidar, he 
was placed on trial, and, in the absence of evidence, no process was 
issued against the assistant sub-inspector. 

(ii) Action on the report, dated the 20th April, 1921. of the Sub- 
divisional Officer of Bajbari was postponed until the ap|>eal of chaukidar 
Baghunath was disposed of. That appeal was dismissed on the 25th June 
bv Babu Akhoy Kumar Sen, Deputy Magistrate of Faridpur. The 
Magistrate brought the matter to the notice of the .Superintendent of 
Police, who has instituted departmental proceedings, the result of which 
is not yet known. 


F 
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Irrigation of land around the Ajai and Damodar. 


78. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
whether the question of the possibility of irrigation being carried on 
on an extensive scale in Bengal has been examined? 

(}>) If so, what has been the result of that examination? 

(c) Has the question of the irrigation of the country around the Ajai 
and Damodar rivers been examined to see whether the same results can 
be achieved as in the case of the Sone? 

(d) If so, with what result? 

The Honble the MAHARAJADH IRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) ^ es, bv the Irrigation Commission, 1901 — 1900. 

(b) The only recommendation for extension of irrigation works in 
Bengal, as now constituted, in paragraph d98 of Bart II, Provincial 
Report, viz., for a weir across the Damodar river. 

(r) and (d) As a result of investigations, a scheme for an irrigation 
canal with a weir across the Damodar river has been prepared and it 
has received the sanction of the Secretary of State reoenth. The 
scheme for the Ajai river irrigation will not be satisfactory, as the dis- 
charge in the river in the rains in a year of drought is so low that the 
cost of any work of saddling the river will be prohibitive when its 
utility is considered. 


Sanitation of rural areas. 

79. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Ilon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment be pleased to state whether Ik* has drawn up any scheme of sani- 
tation for tin* rural areas, to which reference was made by him at the 
Editors’ Conference in Calcutta? 

(b) If so, is the Ilon’ble the Minister considering the desirability of 
supplying copies of the schemes to members of this Council and of 
inviting their opinions? 

(r) Will the TTon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what amount 
of money wdll be necessary, both for the capital and the recurring 
expenditure, to carry out the scheme? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the sources 
from which the scheme is to be financed? 

(c) If it is to l>e financed from a loan, will the Hon’ble the Minister 
be pleased to state how a sinking fund is to be provided and the interest 
charges are to be met? 

(/) Has the Hon’ble the Minister consulted any experts and, if so, 
will he be pleased to name the experts with their qualifications and 
experience? 
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The Hoil’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The answer 
is in the negative. I would invite the attention of the member to tte 
following remarks made by me in my speech at the Conference: — “ You 
and I, the Government and the people, must co-operate to rid the country 
of malarial fever, or at any rate to reduce its scope and the range of its 
malignant influence. Popular information and expert knowledge 
must be combined and co-ordinated for one great and common purpose. 
With this object in view I have invited the District Boards to hold 
conferences of all leading men in their districts, with a view to 
formulate, in the light of local knowledge and information, schemes of 
water-supply and anti-malarial operations, together with the cost theieoT 
and the means of meeting them. T am prepared to be present at some 
of these conferences, if so desired. These conferences will stimulate 
local interest, focus local wants and views, and expert knowledge and 
local opinion will act and re-act upon one another and sticngthen one 
another by their mutual inter-action. M 

(b) to (/) This does not arise. 

Murder of a boy of Dhalla (Mymensingh). 

80. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Has the 

attention of the Member in charge of the Police Department been drawn 
to the murder of a young boy of lft or 10, son of a widow named Biro- 
hini Malini, of Dhalla, district Mymensingh? 

(b) Is it a fact that the mother and grandmother of the murdered 
bov recognised the murderers and at once rej>orted the matter to the local 
zamnidar and panchayat and subsequently to the local police? 

(>) Will the Government he pleased to state what the local jsdice 
has done in the matter? 

The Hon’ble 8ir HENRY WHEELER: („). (b) and (r). Govern- 
ment are not aware of the facts; inquiry is being made. 

Accommodation of witnesses in law courts. 

81. Babu 8AILAJA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI: (<n Is the 

Hon’ hie the Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware of the 
hardships experienced by the witnesses in law courts for want of pro]>er 
arrangements for their accommodation ? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking such 
steps as may be necessary to remove this grievance? 

Tho Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) There are courts in connec- 
tion with which the arrangements for the accommodation of wdtnesseF 

are defective. 

( b ) When specific proposals are received with reference to particular 
courts they are taken up in order of urgency and as funds permit. 

F 1 
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“ Ramzan, ” “ 8habi-Kader ” and “ Ayyam-i-Tashriq. f> 

82. Maulvi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ ble the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Department of Finance he pleased to say why no 
holiday is granted on t lie occasion of the Ramzan , Shabi-Kader and 
A yyarn-i-TaxIiruj festivals as in the case of other religious festivals? 

The Hon'ble Mr. KERR: (a) The Ramzan , which is a season of 
fasting and not a festival, lasts for a month, and it would be impracti- 
cable to secure a general suspension of business during that period. 
As far as (iovei nmeiit aie awaie, it is not the practice in any Muham- 
madan count! v to close the public courts and offices during the Ramzan , 
nor do private Muhammadan employers in India suspend their business 
during this period. It is indeed understood that abstention from 
ordinary business during the season of lasting would bo contrary to the 
tenets of the religion of Islam. Two days’ holidays are, however, 
allowed for tlie festival of the Iriul-Fitr , which marks the close of the 
Ra mza n 

(b) The Sbabt-Kadrr is observed on varying dates by different sec- 
tions of the Muhammadan Community during the last ten days ol the 
Ramzan month. It is understood that its observance necessitates the 
recitation of prayers dining the night only, and no suggestion has ever 
been made that a holiday is necessary on this account. 

(r) The Ayyam-i-Tasbruj forms part of the Id-nz-zoha festival, foi 
which two days’ holidays art* already allowed, one being a holiday under 
the Negotiable Instruments Act, aud the other a social holiday foi 
Muhammadan employees of Government. 

Action on resolutions carried in Council. 

83. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon ble the Member 
in charge of the Legislative Depaitment be pleased to state, in each (‘use, 
what steps have been m are being taken on the resolutions of this 
(burned passed at the last two sessions? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: A list of resolutions carried 
in the Legislative (burned during the last three sessions will be found 
posted up in the lobby, and the action taken by Government on each is 
also shown therein, to the extent that final orders have so far been 
passed. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: In connection with this matter 
the public up] tears to be under the impression that no steps are taken 
on the recommendations of this Council. It appears from the answer 
that a hist of resolutions carried in the Legislative Council has been 
posted up in the lobby, and the action taken by Government on each 
is also shown therein. May I take the indulgence to suggest that it 
should he circulated amongst the members? 
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The PRESIDENT: 1 do not think that is a supplementary ques- 
tion. 


Action on resolutions carried in Council. 

84. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will tin lion bh* 
the Member in charge of the Legislative Department he pleased to lav 
on the table a statement showing in detail the action taken on the several 
resolutions earned in the Bengal Legislative Council since l'Vhrnan , 

1921. 

The Hon’ble 8ir HENRY WHEELERl Tin* member is referred to 
the answer given to a similar question asked b\ Balm Amulyu Dlione 
Addy. 


Partition of Midnapore. 

85. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: r /) Will the Dou ble 

the Member in charge of tlx* Political Depaitment b<* pleased to stnt< 
whether any effect is intended to be given by the Government to the 
resolution of this Council passed m the last sessions regarding the pio 
posed partition of the distiiet cd Midnapoie? 

(b) What was the annual total cost of administration of the district 
of Midnapore last year? 

(r) What is the estimated annual cost of administiation of this 
district if it he partitioned into two? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) ( lovemnient, toi the 
reasons already given to the Council, do not propose to abandon tin 
scheme for the partition of Midnapore. 

(b) and (r) The extra annual cost ol establishments on amount ol 
the division of Midnapore into two districts was estimated m 1 D 1 T to b( 
Its. 97,018. This estimate is now being levised with refeience to tlx 
revised scales of pay sanctioned. 


Mr. Turner as Librarian of Dacca University. 

86. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: (n) Will tlx Jlon’bb 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Education he pleased to 
state whether Mr. Turner lias l>een appointed Lihiuriau of the Dacca 
University ? 

(b) If so, what special qualifications does he possess for the office 
of a Librarian ? 

(c) Has he any previous experience as a Librarian in any library 
in India or Europe? 

(d) Was the post of the Librarian advertised? 
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(c) If so, how many applications were received? 

(/) Will the lion ’hie the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement giving the names and qualifications of the candidates who 
ajrplied for this post? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P, C. MITTER; (a) Mr. Turner has been so 
appointed by the Dacca University acting under Statutory powers. 

(b) and (r) As Principal of Chittagong and Dacca Colleges he had 
necessarily to become conversant with library management and organi- 
sation and, with a view to his present appointment, he spent months 
in England on deputation, studying librarianship and, visiting 
libraries. 

(d) The j>ost was not advertised. Mr. Turner wa* appointed to it 
by the Vice-Chancellor with the previous sanction of the Governor of 
Bengal as Chancellor under section 50 (b) of the Dacca University 
Act. 

{<■) and (/) Do not arise. 

Mr. K. C. De’s letter to Chief Secretary. 

87. Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKAR: (a) Has the attention 
of the Ilon’ble tin 1 Member in charge of the Political Department been 
drawn to a copy of a letter published in the Servant in its issue of 25tli 
duly last, which is alleged to have l>een addressed to the Chief Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal, Political Department, by Mr. K. C. De, 
the Commissioner of the Chittagong Division? 

(b) Is it a fact that the said letter was addressed to the Chief Secre- 
tary by Mr. K. C. De? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) and {h) The reply is in 
the affirmative. 

Licenses to make alimentary salt in Midnapore. 

88. Babu 8ARAT CHANDRA JANAH: (a) Will the Dou ble the 

Member in charge of the Department, of Finance be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that on the recommendations of the Government of 
Bengal, the Government of India, in exercise of the lowers conferred 
under section (> of Act XII of 1882 (The Indian Salt Act), withdrew the 
restrictions w’ith regard to the excavation and removal of saline deposits 
and efflorescence for the purpose of making alimentary salt therefrom 
in certain parts of the district of Midnapore? 

( b) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the recent orders of 
Government withholding the said license to the people to make alimen- 
tary salt for their own consumption has been very keenly felt by tbe 
people, especially by tbe poorer classes? 
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(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of extending 
the said privilege to the people for a further period of time? • 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: (ci) No orders have been issued by the 
Government of India, and the prohibition which was imi>osed in 1^98 
on the manufacture of salt in the saline tracts bordering on the Hay of 
Bengal has never been withdrawn. Owing to the dislocation of the 
salt trade caused by the war, the Government of Bengal in December, 
1917, issued instructions to the Commissioner of Salt to refrain from 
instituting prosecutions on account of petty breaches oi the law in those 
areas, in cases when the manufacture was on a small scale and prima- 
rily for personal and domestic consumption. 

( b) It has recently been reported that this concession is being 
abused and that salt is being manufactured in large quantities for sale 
at the local hats. As there is now an ample supply of licit salt in the 
country, Government have decided that the manufaiture of illicit salt 
can no longer l>e permitted, and the* inhabitants of the saline tract*- 
have been warned that after the 1st October next, prosecutions will be 
instituted for any breaches of the law. Only one protest lias been 
received against these orders, and Government are not aware that they 
are likely to cause serious hardship. 

(o') In the circumstances explained. Government are not prepared tc 
jiermit infringement of the law for any further period. 

Decline in the population of Murshidabad. 

89. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: (a) With reference to 
statement No 2, which was laid on the table in answer to my starred 
question No. LIT (/) asked at the meeting of the 4th July, 1921, will 
the Ilon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self 
Government he pleased to lay on the table a snpplemenfan statement 
showing the number of births and deaths in the thanas of — 

( 7) Farakka, (2) Saktipur, (.?) TIurshi, (4) Kagram, and (j) Bha* 
kuri, in the district of Murshidabad, as these thana^ weie not shown in 
the statement already laid on the table r 

(h) Will the ITonTde the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
figures shown against Sujaganj thana include the figures for Berham- 
pore town ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA : (a) The thanas 
mentioned in the statement, refer to revenue thanas. The figures relat- 
ing to the five police-stations named bv the member ere included, res- 
pectively, in the statistics furnished with regard to revenue thanas 
Shamshirganj, Beldanga, Raninagar, Bharatpur and Sujaganj. 
Separate figures relating to these police-stations are not available. 

(h) The answer is in the negative. 
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90. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Member in charge of the Police Department he pleased to state — 

\ 

(i) what duties are assigned to the post of the Deputy Inspector- 
General of Police ; and 

( li ) the number of such appointments that existed before, and the 
number after, the partition of Bengal? 

(b) If there were any alterations in the number of such posts as 
before and after the partition of Bengal, will the Ilon’ble the Member 
be pleased to state the reasons for the alteration? 

The Hon’ble 8ir HENRY WHEELER: (a) (i) The duties of Deputy 
Inspector-General of Police are indicated in rules 75 to 81 of the Police 
Herniations, Bengal, Volume 1, a copy of which is placed on the library 
table. 

(n) Before the territorial changes of April, 19U?, there existed the 
following posts : — 


In Bengal . 

Deputy Inspector-General, Presidency Range. 

Deputy Inspector-General, Burdwan Range. 

Deputy Inspector-General, Bihar Range. 

Deputy Inspector-General, Criminal Investigation Department and 
Railways. 

Deputy Inspector-General, Intelligence Branch ( temporary ). 

In Easlrrn Jivnpal and Assam. 

Deputy Inspector-General, Western Range. 

Deputy Inspector-General, Eastern Range. 

Deputy InsjH'ctor-General, Criminal Investigation Department 
and Railways and River Police. 

The number of i>osts at present is seven, viz. : — 

Deputy Inspector-General, Presidency Range. 

Deputy Inspector-General, Burdwan Range. 

Deputy Inspector-General, Dacca Range. 

Deputy Inspector-General , Rajshahi Range. 

Deputy Inspector-General, Bakarganj Range, and River Police. 
Deputy Inspector-General, Crimnal Investigation Department. 
Deputy Inspector-General, Intelligence Branch (temporary). 



1021 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


77 


(b) The alterations were matte with i lie sanction of the Secretary 
of State in order to secure adequate supervision o'ei police woik in "the 
province. 


Mr. Biss’s Report on primary education. 

91. Babu SURENDRA NATH MULLICK: Will the Ilon’hle the 
Minister in charge of the Department ot Education he pleased to say 
whether the Government are considering the desirability ot publishing 
a translation ot Mr. Biss’s lepoit toi ot its substance! on jiinuar^ 
education in Bengali' 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. c. MITTERl This has been prepared and js being 
printed for calculation 


Damodar reservoir works. 

92. R&i LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Jfon’ble the Member in (bulge ot the Department of Irrigation he pleased 
to state whether it is a tact that no progress has been made* in the 
leservoii works of the ii\ei Damodai ? 

{ h) If tin* answer to (a) is m the afllimati\e, will tin* Ilon’blc the 
Memhei he pleased to sa\ when it is intended to start the work? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADH IRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) There has been ceitam amount of dela\ Intel v in 
getting the reports punted owing to tin* strike in tin* Government 
Press. 

(b) The opinion of (’ml Officers and the I inspect or-Geneinl of Irri- 
gation will now be obtained and until the\ arc received no action can 
he taken. 

Damodar and Barakar reservoir works. 

93. Mr. SYED ERFAN ALI : (a) Will the Ilon’ble the Memhei 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) he pleased 
to state what progress has been made towards the construction of 
storage reservoirs m the basin of tin 1 Damodar and Barakar rivers for 
the prevention of flood? 

(b) Is it in the contemplation of the Government to commence the 
work soon ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADH I RAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) A detailed project for the reservoirs has been prepared 
by Mr. E. E. Glass who was put on special duty for this purpose and 
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this project has been technically examined by an expert officer, viz., 
Mr-. C. Addams-Williams, c.i.f.., Superintending Engineer. These 
papers have now been printed. 

(ft) It is now proposed to obtain the opinion of civil officers and the 
Inspector-General of Irrigation and, until they are received, no further 
action can be taken as already stated in reply to an unstarred question 
put by Rai Lalit Mohan Singh Iioy Bahadur at this meeting. 

Proposed forest reserves in the Western Duars. 

94. Rai 8ahib PANCHAN AN BARM A: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Membor in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) 
aware of t he fact that large areas of land are lveing acquired for the 
extension of the Reserve Forests m the Government Khas Mahals of 
the Western Duars in the .lalpaiguri district? 

(ft) Is it a fact that some lands on the river side are made Johns and 
included in the khas lands in order to increase the revenue of the Forest 
Department and grazing fees? 

(r) What action, if any, are the Government taking to put a stop 
to the abovementioned practice? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR ol 
BURDWAN: (a) It is not clear to what the question refers. Pro- 
posals for the reservation of certain areas in the Western Duars have 
been received and notifications under section 4 of the Forest Act have 
been issued. Objections, if received, will be duly considered. 

(ft) No. It is not clear to what river the question refers. Pro- 
posals for the exclusion of professional graziers from certain river-bed 
areas in the Duars in the interest of local inhabitants have been 
received. 

(r) There is no such practice. 


Cattle improvement. 

95. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon’ble the Ministei 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to state what steps have been, or are being, taken by the Government 
and the local authorities for the provision of public pasture grounds, 
public bulls for breeding purposes, and the establishment and main- 
tenance of veterinary charitable dispensaries, in Bengal? 

The Hon’Sle the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The member is referred to the replies given to questions 
4 (c) (i), (H) and (Hi) asked by him in the' Council meeting of 7th Feb- 
ruary, 1921. 
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96. Babu SURENDRA NATH MULLICK: («i) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased tn 
state whether any effect is intended to be given by the Govern nu»y4 to 
the resolution of this Council passed in the winter sessions regarding 
the separation of the Judicial and Executive functions in Bengal? 

(b) If so, what steps, if any, have been taken by the Government 
for the purpose of arriving at a suitable scheme for an effectual 
separation ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir HENRY WHEELER: (a) and iM The member is 
referred to the answer given to a starred question on the same subject 
asked at this meeting b\ Mr. Ajoy Thunder Dutt. 

8 am tar y Commissioner, Eastern Bengal and Assam. 

97. Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY: Will the Dou ble the Minis- 
ter m charge of the Depaitmeut of Local Self-Government be pleased 
to lay on the table the report of the work done by the Sanitary Com- 
missioner, Eastern Bengal and Assam, dining the last official year? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The npjmint. 
ment of Sanitary Commissioner, Eastern Bengal and Assam, ceased to 
exist in 1912 on the abolition of the province of Eastern Bengal and 
Assam. 


Illegal exactions by zamindars in Rangpur. 

98. Rai Sahib PANCHAN AN BARM A: (a) Will the Double the 
Member in charge of the Department of Bevenue (Land Revenue 1 ) be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that icporK of realisations of 
tibwabs, illegal exactions, ^threats of violence, wrongful confinement 
and some such other zvhim made b\ zamindars or zamindars’ men upon 
the }>oor raiyats, are numerous in the district of Itangpur? 

( b) What action, if any, are the Government taking to pi event 
possible future disturbances arising out of the present state of affairs? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) From the annual report on the Land Revenue Admin- 
istration in the Rajshahi Division it appears that ahwabi or illegal 
cesses are levied by zamindars of Rangpur from their tenants. 

(b) Government are not aware that any special action to prevent 
disturbances is required. It is, however, proposed to commence sur- 
vey and settlement operations in Rangpur district next year. 
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99. Sir A8HUT08H CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble the Membei 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state- - 

(a) why a deputv magistrate has been appointed as Assistant Secre- 

tary in the Judicial Department; 

(b) whether provision was made in the last Budget for this new 

appointment ; 

(r) why no officer of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) has been 
appointed to this post ; 

(<1) whether any attempt was made to procure a suitable judicial 
officer for this newly-created post ; 

(c) if the answer to (<1) be m the affirmative, what has been tbe 

result of that attempt; 

(/) how long will the newly-appointed gentleman continue to occupy 
this post and what aie bis special qualifications for t li i s 
post; 

(//) whether it is the intention of Government to exclude officers 
of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) from this post it and 
when if comes to l>e ]>ermanently filled up; 

(//) whether it is a fact that a laige number of officers of the Bengal 
Civil Service (Judicial) submitted representations to Govern 
men t claiming that this ]>osf should be filled up from t lie i l 
rank; if so, were their ^presentations taken into considera- 
tion when filling the ]>ost ; 

(/) whether it is a fact that there are at present four Assistant 
Secretaries under the Bengal Government who are member?- 
of tbe Bengal Civil Service 1 (Executive) and none from tbe 
ranks of tbe Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (^) A deputy magistrate has 
been ap]>ointed as the jxist requires administrative experience of a 
character which a member of the executive service has opportunities of 
acquiring. Tbe incumbent of this post has to deal with administra- 
tive work not only of the Judicial Department but also of the Police 
and the Political Branches of the Chief Secretary’s Department. 

(b) Yes. 

(r) The duties attached to tbe post are in no sense of a judicial 
character. Further it would ordinarily lie doing a disservice to the 
Judicial service if a munsif were to be withdrawn from the Bench for 
a number of years and employed in work of a purely administrative 
character and then sent back to the Bench probably as a Subordinate 
Judge when he has reached the maximum pay allowed to an Assistant 
Secretary. 
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( d ) Several applications from the members of tin* Judicial Branch 
of the Bengal Civil Service were received and duly considered. 

(f) Vide answer to (a). 

(/) No definite term has been assigned to the appointment. JThe 
officer selected is a deputy magistrate of 12 years’ service and he hat 
had previous exjierience of Secretariat work. 

(g) The officers of the Bengal Civil Service ( Judicial 1 ) are eligible 
for the post and it is not the intention of Gon eminent to exclude them. 
The cases of suitable candidate" for that sen ice will be duly considered 
when the occasion arises. 

(/?) Yes. 

(?) Yes. 


Country liquor. 

100. Rai HARENDRANATH CH AUDHURI : («) Will the 

llon’hle the* Minister m chaige of the Department of Agiiculture and 
Industries he pleased to state* (if he is in a position to do so) the strength 
of the country liquor which is grncially sold — 

(?) in Calcutta ; and 
(??) in the suburbs of Calcutta v 

{ft) Is the strength higher than that suggested In the Excise 
Commission Y 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (<t) (?) and (//) 2'?°, 10 and 70° under proof. 

(h) No. 

Privilege to 8teamer Companies plying boats and vessels through 
Circular and Eastern Canals. 

101. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : (a) Will the Hon hie 

the Member in charge of tfie Department of Inigation be pleased to 
state — 

(?) whether the cargo boats and vessels of tin* India General Steam 
Nawgation and It i vers Steam Navigation Coiu(iunies, plying 
through the Circular and Eastern Canals, enjoy a n \ privi- 
leges in the matter of the payment of toll>; 

(??) whether the tolls on such boats and vessels aie charged on way 
bills and manifests furnished by the employees of the Com- 
panies; and 

(???) whether the way hills of the Companies are checked by the 
canal officers, and, if so, how often have they been so checked 

since 1913? 
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( b ) If the answer to ( i ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state when and why such privileges were granted 
to the said Companies? 

v rhe Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) (?) There are no special privileges beyond those allow- 
able by the navigation rules for the Calcutta Canals and Tolly’s Nulla 
system. 

(ii) Yes. 

(in) No. 

(b) The privilege was granted from 191 '1 with a view to avoid deten- 
tion of vessels belonging to approved firms whose manifests could 
be accepted as reliable and authorised under amendment of rules pub- 
lished under Irrigation Department notification No. 7 of the 15th July, 
1918. 


Drunkenness in Calcutta and its suburbs. 

102. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that there has been a steady 
increase in drunkenness and convictions arising therefrom in Calcutta 
and its suburbs during the last five years? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The number of convictions for drunkenness has increased 
in Calcutta, but has decreased in the suburbs. The increase in the 
number of convictions, howeier, does not necessarily indicate an 
increase in drunkenness. 


Waiting-room at Barisal steamer station. 

103. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Marine Department lx* pleased to state- - 

(?) whether he is aware of tin* fact that there is no waiting-room 
at Barisal for any class of passenger whatever; 

(ii) whether he is aware of the fact that passengers from Patua- 
khali and other parts of the district of Bakarganj have got 
to wait for six and seven hours at Barisal for the 
Khulna steamer; and 

(???) whether the Government are considering the desirability of 
inviting the immediate attention of the llivers Steam Navi- 
gation Company to this grievance? 

(b) Whether he is aware of the fact that there is no steamer service 
between Patuakhali and Kelowpara in the Sundarbans? 
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( c ) Whether it is a fact that a large sum of money is spent annually 
by Government for the Sundarbans colonisation scheme at Kelowpara 
and the neighbourhood ? 

(d) Whether he is aware of the fact that a considerable numbty of 
men and women have got to come to Patuaklmli from Kelowj>ara and 
the neighbourhood for purposes of trade and litigation ? 

(c) Whether the Government are considering the desirability of 
addressing the Rivers Steam Navigation Company on the desirability of 
introducing a steamer service between Patuaklmli and Kelowpara ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: (a) (/) Go* eminent are informed that the 
Rivers Steam Navigation Company's office at Bnrisal contains a 
spacious room and verandah for Indian female passengers, and a verandah 
space for male passengers. Arrangements are being made to close in a 
jwrtion of the verandah s}»aee for male passenger's. 

( 11 ) There are two services to Burisul from Patuaklmli, viz., the 
“ Express,” which arrives at about 8 hours and suits court litigants 
and the Inter,” which arrives at about 22 hours and forms connec- 
tion with the Aintali and UnluchijKt feeders. In the ease of the 
“ Express,” passengers for Calcutta travel by the Rarisal-Khulna 
Express steamer, which leaves at lb-30 hours and thus have to wait 
about Hk hours. Passengers b\ the ” Inter ” for Calcutta leave bv the 
down Khulna night mail at ft hours after a wait of about 7 hours. 
The Steamer Companies rej>nrt that there are insufficient passengers foi 
Calcutta to warrant making any change and an\ change that might be 
made would t>e to the disadvantage of the local passengers, who are much 
more numerous than passengers for Calcutta. 

(ut) Tn view of the facts mentioned in (ti) Government do not pro- 
pose to take any action. 

(b) There is no steamer service between Patuaklmli and Kelowpara. 
Steamers run to Am tali, which is about 14 miles bv boat from Kelow- 
para. The Steamer Companies hope to establish a service to Kelowpara 
when steamers are available. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Government have no information. 

(e) Government have already addressed the Steamer Companies wit! 
the result stated in (b). 

Bengal Civil Service (Judicial). 

104. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: With reference to the reply to my 
unstarred question No. 19b (b) (ii) asked at the meeting of the 4th 
July last, will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial 
Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether he is at present in a position to state when the pro- 
bationary system is going to be introduced in the Bengal 
Civil Service (Judicial); 
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(h) the reasons for not issuing salary slips for Ks. 800 to those 
munsifs who joined the service in 1910 and have completed 
one year’s service; and 

(r) the names of those munsifs who joined the service in 1919 or 
in 1920 and have completed one year’s service, with the 
respective dates when each of them completed such service? 

The Hon'ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHftA : (a) The local Government is 
in communication with the ITigh C'ourt and therefore no definite state- 
ment can be made at present. 

(h) Salary slips for Its. 800 have been issued to those munsifs who 
have com [doted one year’s service. 

(r) A list is laid on the library table. 


Baitun Najat Imambara at Carden Reach. 

105. Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI: (,/) Will the Hon’ble the Membci 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state the full 
history of the llaitun Najat Imambaia at Garden Reach and its pieseut 
condition ? 

(h) What steps are taken for the preservation and upkeep of th it 
building, and under whose care is it placed? 

(r) Is it in charge of a private person or in chaige of one of the sons 
of the King of Oudh ? 

(d) Is it a fact that tin* major portion of the pui chase mone\ of this 
building was paid out of the assets of the property left by the late King 
of Oudh ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) and (<D Some lands 
with buildings belonging to the estate of the late King of Oudh were 
sold by public auction in 1894, and the purelmseis wished to demolish 
the buildings. The Muhammadan community objected on the ground 
that some of the buildings were used foi religious purposes, and it was 
arranged that the building known as Baitnn Najat Imambara, togethei 
with its site, should be repurchased lor Ks 25.000, half of the cost 
being met b\ subscription from the Muhammadan community and the 
other half from the estate of the late King ot Oudh, subject to the 
cindition that the surplus land not required for the purposes of the 
Imam! ara should he sold and the proceeds credited to the Oudh estate. 
A managing committee was chosen by the subscribers, and it was 
decided that the deed of conveyance of the property should he executed 
in favour of the Secretary of State for India, and that the Tmnmbara and 
its approach way should then be conveyed to the members of the manag- 
ing committee, and the surplus land to the purchasers who might be 
found for it. The property was repurchased in the name of the Secretary 
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ot State for India in 1895, and the managing committee was given 
possession of it, though no deed conveying it to the committee appears 
to have been executed. The surplus land was subsequently sold to 
tin* managing committee for lfs. 4,000 and the amount credited to the 
On dh estate. 

It was reported to Government in 1919, that the conveyance of the 
property to the committee had not been effected, and that most of the 
members of the committee elected in 1895 were* dead The question of 
the formation of a new committee, to which the purports might be trails- 
Ferred, lias since been undei consideration, tin 4 delu\ having been due 
to the difficulty of tiaeing the onginal subscribers m tlieii present 
representatives 

*h\ and (c) ( internment have no mfoi ination as to its present <on* 
dition. 'Fhe propertv lias been m the jkisscssioii and under the manage- 
ment of tin* committee since 1895 and Government are not responsible 
for its maintenance. 

Hindus and Muhammadans in the Police Service. 

106. Khan Bahadur Maulvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: 

Will the llon'ble the Member in charge of the Poll re Department be 
pleased to lav on the table a statement giving ihe billowing informa- 
tion legal ding tie* Bengal Police force, viz , the total number of — 

Col sub-nisfiectors — 

( 1 i Hindus ; 

(2) Muhammadans; 

( h) in sjKM'toi s — 

( 1 ) Hindus , 

( 2 i Muhammadans ; 

( < ) depulx "iijH*i intendents of police — 

( 1 ) Hindus; 

(2) Muhammadans. 

(</) sufrerintendents of jroTiee — 

( 1 ) TTllidlls ; 

<2) Muhammadans''' 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: A statement is laid on the 
table. 


Statement referred to rn the reply to vnstnrred tjuestwn No 106 



T Jtal number 

H induft 

M uhammadana. 

Sub-inspector* 

1,833 

1,100 

710 

Inspector* 

251 

101 

23 

Deputy superintend**: ts 

30 

20(a) 

9(a) 

Superintendent* ... 

58 

4(b) 

MO 


(a) Including officer* on reputation 
(ft) Two of them are mb. pro trm. 
(c) Sab pro (tm. 


O 
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107. Maulvi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: Will the Rou ble the 

M fun her in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state what 
action, if a 1 1 \ , lias been or is being 1 taken by the Government on the 
resolution passed b\ the Bengal Agriculturists’ Association (18, Mirza- 
pur Street, ( Calcutta ), recommending tin* abolition of the village cliauki- 
dari tax on agriculturists? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: No such lesolutiou as that 
referred to in the question has been received by Government. 


Local boards in smaller areas. 

108. Babu TANKAM ATH CH AUDHURI : (a) Will the Ilou’ble 
ttie Minister in charge of tin* Department ol Local Soil-Government be 
pleased to state whether the distints boards and local boanK have been 
asked to express their opinion on the subject of the loimation of local 
boards in aieas smaller than that of a subdivision? 

(/;) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the llon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state tin* names of the boards that have expressed — 
(?) their opinion in favour of the scheme; 

(??) their opinion against the scheme; and 

(???) no opinion up to date? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BAN ERJEA : ( ?) Onlv the 
distiict boards wen* asked to express their opinion. 

( /;) (?) Murslndabad, Burdvvan, baridpui, Bakargaiij, Mymeiisingh, 
Jessore, Birbhum, Midnapore, Hooghlv , Dinajpur, -lalpaiguri, Bogra 
and Malda. 

(?/) Raj shah i, l>a<ca, 24-Pai ganas, Khulna, Bankura, Bangpur, 
Palma, Nadia and Howrah. 

(???) Ghittagong, Tippera and Noakhali. 

11 Vakalatnamas ” in Calcutta Police Courts. 

109. Babu SAILAJA NATH ROY CH AUDHURI : (?) Will the 
llon'ble the Member in charge of tin* Judicial Department be pleased 
to state why ralaLtt nomas aie not required in the Galcutta Police 
Gourts ? 

(/?) Do the Government propose to introduce the system? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAH IM : (??) Ill accordance with the 
long-standing practice, pleaders appearing in the Galcutta Police Courts 
do not file vakalatnamas. The question was once raised in 1902 and, 
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on the advice of the Advocate-General, it was decided not to sanction 
any rule requiring 1 vahahittmmas fioiu pleaders apjH'uring in the Police 
Courts. 

(b) No. ' 


Bengal Civil Service age-limit. 

110. Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: (,?) With reference to the 
answer to question No. 108 at the last dulv sessions of the Bengal 
Legislative Council, in which the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the 
Appointment Depai tmont was pleased to state that the question of the 
age-limit of candidates for appointment to the Bengal Civil Seivice is 
under the coiisideiat ion ol t lit 1 Government, will the Hon’ble tin* Meni- 
ber be pleased to state when tin* new rules are likely to be published? 

(l>) Aie the Go\einment eonsidenng the desirability of giving effect 
to these i tiles fiom the cuirent \ear. to enable candidates to get the 
advantage of these* mles before* tin* veal’s a]»pomtments ait* made? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Tin* question of tim- 
ing lev mod iule*s tor tiie* lecniitmcnl e > t the* Bengal Civil Service is still 
undt*! the roiisidei a t ie>n of Government. It is imt possible to sav at 
present when the n<*vv rules aie likely to be published. 

(M No. 

Salt imported into Bengal. 

111. Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble tlm 
Me*mbei in ehaige* ol tin* Department of Finance he pleased to state the 
quant it v of salt imported into Bengal dining the last financial vear: — 

(/) fiom foieign countries; 

(>?) fiom other parts of India!'” 

(b) Is any salt produced in Bengal? 

(c) It the answer to ( b) is in the aflii inative, then, wheie and in 
what quantities is salt produced in Bengal? 

( W hat steps have been taken oi ale pin posed to be taken b\ the 
Govcinment in older to encourage tin* manufactuie of salt in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: <*n (?) 15,000,880 maunds. 

(??) 047,285 maunds. 

{ b) and . c ' Salt is not piodueed on a laig<* scale in Bengal. A 
certain quantity, amounting last veai to 780 maunds, is educed m the 
process of refinement of saltjietre, and last year 800 maunds of impure 
salt (.<? itto) were left in the course of lefineinent. There are five 
licensed saltpetie refineries at Mamktala. Sulkea, Kakurgachi, Bahirsura 
and Baranagar. Last year the people in the saliferous districts, such 
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as* Midnapore and the 24-Parganas, were permitted to manufacture salt 
in small quantities and primarily for domestic consumption, but orders 
have recently been issued withdrawing this concession with effect from 
thk 1st October, 1921. 

( d ) Formerly the manufacture of salt in Bengal was absolutely 
prohibited, but it is now permitted under license granted by Govern- 
ment. 

One firm has taken out a license, but it is understood that manu- 
facture has not yet started. Government are prepared to consider 
applications for further licenses. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA! It appears from the answer to 
questions (h) and (r) that last year the people in certain saliferous 
districts were permitted to manufacture salt in small quantities. Will 
the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state why this concession has been 
withdrawn this year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: The answer to that is given in more detail 
in another question. The fact is that the manufacture of salt in those 
areas was against law, but during the war, owing to shortage of salt, 
Government gave instructions to the Commissioner of Salt that he 
should not institute prosecutions for jietty breaches of the law in those 
areas. As there is now plenty of salt available. Government have 
decided that the law must take its course in the future. 

Irrigated areas. 

112. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
t ht‘ Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to 
state the figures for the last three years: — 

(/) of the area irrigated in Bengal; 

(it) how it is irrigated; 

(m) how much area is beyond the means of any kind of irrigation; 

(iv) how much of the area irrigated is productive, and how much 
preventive ; 

(r) what expenditure is incurred annually both for the productive 
and the preventive measures; and 

( vi ) what annual income is derived from the productive measures? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (i) The area irrigated in Bengal from canals during the 


last tlnee years is shown below: — 

1918-19 1919-20 1920-21. 

Acres Acres. Acres. 

My the Muhmpore Canal ... HO. 749 89 692 91,066 

By the Eden Canal ... 20,539 20,799 22,245 

101,288 110.491 113,311 


Total 
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(it) By flow or gravitation system by water drawn from the rivers 
Cossye and Damodar. 

(in) The total area commanded by the two systems of canals is 
280,400 acres and the rest of the area in Bengal is beyond the commifnd 
of any artificial system of irrigation. 

(ii') The Midnapoie Canal m stem is the otilv work classified as 
Productive,” and the areas are given m (i) ubo\e There is no svstem 
of irrigation works in Bengal under classification “ Protective, ’* which 
presumably the meml>er refers to as “ Preventive.” 

(r) The exjrenditure on Productive Imgation Works in Bengal for 
the last three years is given below: — 

Kn 

1**18 in ... ... ... 1,74,913 

I It 1 0 20 ... .. ... 1 .91,1 10 

11*2 1 - 2 ! ... ... ... 1.80,002 

Expenditure on Productive Irrigation Woiks is — Nil. 


t n ) 

the last 

The income derived 
three \eais is given 

from Productive 
below • 

I rrigatiou 

Works dur 



1 i run. 
receipt* 

VV urking 

OI 

Net 

receipts 



K». 

liM. 

ItH. 


1918-10 

‘2,36,1 1 1 

1 74,013 

01,1 08 


:o;i»2o 

2,4 0,0 Hi* 

1,01,1 lo 

48,070 


1H2H21 

2,40,215 

1,80,0*52 

50.553 


Navigation tolls on certain canals. 

113. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
the Member m (barge of tin* Department of Irrigation be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing the receipts from the navigation tolls on 
the Cabutta and the Eastern Canals and the Hijili Tidal (’anal, from 
.human, 1921. and also the corresponding figures of the last ten years? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADH IRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: A statement showing the receipts from navigation tolls 
on the Calcutta and Eastern Canals and the Hijili Tidal Canal, from 
Jarman to July, 1911—1921, is laid on the table. 



Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question Xo 111 showing navigation receipts from January to July 



Up to Marcfi 1912 the canal wa* under the Ori^a <’ircle an 1 figurt* are not available here. 


1921 .] 


QUESTIONS. 

Department of Ports and Pilotage. 


91 


114. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: Will the Hon hie 

the Member in chaise ot t lie Mamie Department he pleased to la\ oiMhe 
table a statement showing the names of tin* ottiemU lecemn^ salat les 
ii om Its dOt) and npwaids pel month in the Department ot Polls and 
Pilotage, with then qualith at ions, period ot sen n e and the method of 
le< Mlltment and pioinotion ot ofliteis holding these posts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: The membei is reteiied to pap's 2S2-2S9 
of the Bengal ('ml List. d in* members <d the Bengal Pilot Ser\ lee do 
not draw salanes but leceive fees toi the ships piloted subject to the 
following guaranteed minima: — 


iVr iih‘um‘11) 

Us 

lb an* h Pilots 
Scinoi Pilot- 

J unior M.i'trr Pilots 
Miltr Pilot*- 


1,800 
1,10 > 
70i) 
f»00 


Copies ot the leo-ulatioiis fm the reuuitmeiit and promotion of the 
Pilot Sei \ n e haw* been plai ed ill the llhl.it \ The Pol t ( Mil i el s a lid Ship- 
Sunexois ate oflicen ol the Bo\al Indian Mamie deputed b\ the (io\- 
einment of India 


Behula (Cangoor) river. 

115. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINCH ROY Bahadur: Will the 

Hon ’ hie the Membei in dial p* of the l)epai tment <d 1 1 1 ipit ion he pleased 
to state w bethel his attention has been diawn to a lettei under the 
heading “ Benpd and Impition ” in the A n t/J i sh man ol the 22nd .1 u 1 \ Y 
(ft) II so, have the ( ro\1*i ninent 'onsideied the desi i a bil 1 1 \ of adopt- 
ing the scheme as pinposed theiem? 

(ei Is the Hon ble the Membei awaie that the area through which 
the ii \ el Beh ula lor the (ialipioi as it is called in certain places) hows, 
sufleis mm h on a< count of the silting up of the said mei and, if so, 
whether the (rnvernment are considering the desirahilit \ of taking steps 
to Tint lpite .the severity of malaiia and also to solve the question of 
scarcity of water in those areas by re-c.\cav ntinjr the said river Y 

id) If so, will the Hon’ ble the Membei be pleased to state the pro- 
bable cost to be incurred Y 

{() Have the ( rnvei nrnent considered the desirahilit \ of connecting 
the said Behula river with the Eden Canal as a branch in the Meniari 
than a Y 
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The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Yes 

(b) The scheme cannot be adopted at the present stage owing to 
limited supply in the Eden Canal. 

(c) Yes, but no improvement is feasible unless an assured supply 
of water is made available for flushing, and this will only be possible 
after the Damodar ('anal piojeet is carried out. 

(d) No estimates have been prepared. 

( e ) Please see reply to (r/), which piesumably refers to the same 
proposal. 


Tax on affiliation of secondary schools. 

116. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER : (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that tin* Calcutta Cimeisity Senate lias passed a 
resolution to levy a tax of Rs. 100 annually from secondary schools it 
they want affiliation? 

( h) T? so, have the Government approved the same? 

(r) When does the University propose to begin collecting the tax? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) It is a fact. 

(b) No request for appioval has been submitted to Government. 

(Y) It is understood that action on the resolution has been postponed. 


Ministerial Officers of the Settlement Department. 

117. Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state whether it is not a fact that the ministerial officers of 
the Settlement. Department have forwarded to II is Excellency the 
Governor of Bengal a copy of the proceedings of the All-Bengal Settle- 
ment Ministerial Officers’ Conference, held at Jessore on the 14th 
February last ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what steps the 
Government are taking to give effect to the prayers embodied in the 
resolution ? # 

(c) Did the ministerial officers of the Settlement Department pray 
for a deputation to represent their grievances to His Excellency the 
Governor of Bengal? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Revenue Secretary directed them to send 
their petition for deputation through the Director of Land Records, 
Bengal P 
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( e ) Is it a fact that the ministerial officers of the Settlement Depart- 
ment did send theii petition through the Director of Land Records as 
directed ? 

(f) If so, has the deputation been allowed? If not, why? 


The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADH IRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: uO Yes. 

( h) The memo! ml h being ronsideied by the Director of Land 
Records, Bengal. 

(r) Yes. 

{(1) No 

(r) Thev sent a petition to the Director of Land Records, Bengal. 
(f) No. The Direetoi of Land It u cm ds, Bengal, L tin* jiropei autho- 
rity to deal with the petition 


Deputy and sub-doputy collectors. 

118. Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (<n Will the Hon'lde the 
Member in (barge of t he Appointment Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that a deputy collet toi leache-* IN. *100 in hjs 
seventh year, while a sub-deputy collet toi reaches IN. 400 m his 21th 
year of service? 

L it a fact that tin* initial educational qualifications required of 
deputy collectors and sub-deputy collcctois arc the same? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: ('j) Lndci the time-scale a 
deputy collector is ordinarily entitled to a pay of Rs 400 in the seventh 
year of his set vice. A sub-deputy collector is entitled to a pay of 
IN. 400 in the 2‘>th year of service, pro\ided lie passes the efficiency 
bar. 

(b) The minimum educational qualification* required of candidates 
for the two services is the same undei the existing rules. Othei 
differences between the twm sei vices ha\e been explained on more than 
one occasion in the Legislative (’ouncil. 


Sub-deputy collectors and police inspectors. 

119. Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (<n Will the Ilon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
whether it is not a fact that the time-s<ule of pay sanctioned in the case 
of police inspectors provided for a bi-annual increment of Rs. 25, while 
that sanctioned for sub-deputy collectors provides only for a triennial 
increment of Rs. 25? 
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(b) If ho, will the Government he pleased to give the reason for this 
differentiation ? 

(c) Is the IfniThlc t lie Member aware that the present time-scale 

does not permit of some of the most deserving menthols of this service 
( c . , those w ho weie promoted fiom lower ranks) reaching Its. 800 

before they complete tlieir career? 

(<l) Aie the Government considering the desiiahility ot modifying 
the ]>resent time-scale rules by introducing a bi-annual increment of 
Us. lib, at least till they reach Us. d()(), on the analogy of police 
inspectors ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Yes. 

(b) The conditions of the two services are not analogous. The 
majority of sub-deputy collectors are recruited direct, while inspectors 
are promoted. No comparison can, theiefore. lie aptly made. 

(r) The point in the time-scale reached by a promoted officer at the 
conclusion of his service will depend on tin* age at which he was 
promoted. 

(<l) No. 


Gazetting of sub-deputy collectors. 

120. Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: lias the Ilon’ble the Membei 
in charge of flu* Appointment Department taken anv action to gi\e 
effect to the (io\einment acceptance of the resolution of the llon’hb 
Bahu Aklnl Chandra Dutt, at the Dacca session ot the Legislative 
Council , some time ago, to the effect that sub-deputy eolleclois should 
be treated as gazetted officers? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: The matter is still under 
consideration. A reference was necessary to the (io\ernment of India 
whose final orders have onl\ recently been received. An announcement 
will be made shortly. 


Settlement operations. 

121. Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (u) Will the TIon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state whether it has been estimated how long the settlement 
work will continue in Bengal? If so, what is the jieriod estimated? 

(h) now do the Government projxise to provide for the ministerial 
officers of the Settlement Department alter t he completion ot the settle- 
ment operations in Bengal? 

I 
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The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR ot 
BURDWAN: (a) According to the programme sanctioned by tlu* 
Government of India in l!Uo, the prepai ation of recoids of lights would 
have been completed in the \eai IMl-TA Owing to the reduction ol 
programme caused by tin* war. the programme cannot now be completed 
until the xear PKW-dt; hut progress depends on the ptoxision of funds 
( b) Ministerial otlieeis m the District Settlement otliees art* tem* 
poraiy. The replx t « > (<0 will show that it wouU he piemature to 
consider now' whethei any provision should be made foi them or not. 


Imperial Police Service. 

122. Babu SATISH CHANDRA MUKHARJI : ( ,) Will the llon ble 

the Membei m charge ol the A pj>oi n I men t Depai t ment be pleased 
to sa\ w bethel it is a fact that tin' Kmopean olheeis of the Impel nil 
Police submitted representations to the St eietary ol State regarding 
fin the? nit least* m then pax, and j.» it a la< t that then ] m \ has since 
been fin the! mci eased ? 

(h) If so. will the llon’hh* tin* Membei In* ]>leased to 1 a \ on the 
table a copx ol then lepresentat ion to the Seeietaiv of State and the 
tudei ol the lattei theietm and to state how the order, il given elVeet 
to, xxill affect the Indian officers ^ 

(t') Will tin 1 lion' hie tin* Membei be pleased to state how it is 
proposed to meet the ineicase m the pax of the Impel ml Sen loci' 

(d) Is it m the contemplation of ( tovei nnient to suspend the pax merit 
of increment sanctioned for tin* Imjierial Service owing to financial 
stringency "f 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to .stop further recruitment of assistant sujiei infondenf.s of police m 
England for the next ten x eyns ? 

The Hobble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (<>) Yes 

(h) Government do not piopose to lay on the table the representa- 
tion in question whic h was addressed to the Seeielarx of State. A copy 
of the resolution of the Government of India fixing the revised rates 
of pay for the Indian Police Serxice is laid on the binary table. The 
only difference in the case of directly recruited Indian officers is that 
they will not he entitled to overseas pay The rate-, of pay for pro- 
moted officers are still under consideration. 

(c) The matter is under the consideration of Government. 

(d) No. 

(«) No. 
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Alleged annoyance to the wife of Babu Basanta 
Kumar Majumdar. 

123. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
rhe Member iu charge of the Police Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the wife of Babu Basanta Kumar Majumdar, 
who has been staying at Nain\anganj, Dacca, since the arrest and 
removal of her husband, was subjected to personal annoyance and indig- 
nity by the local police, who posted a number of constables at her dooi 
to keep off visitors and friends from her house? 

(b) If the answer to (a) lie in the affiimative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state whether the Government have taken any 
notice of the conduct of the j>olioe officers concerned? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) and (h) The facts are as 
follows : — 

m 

After an order was passed undei ;ection 114, Criminal Procedure 
Code, prohibiting the bolding of political meetings in Narayanganj, tbe 
subdivisional officer ordered the sul>-inspeetor ot police to warn the 
president of the Narayanganj Congress committee not to hold political 
meetings at or near the house of Balm Basanta Kumai Majumdar, and 
also instructed the suh-insi>ector to inform tin* wife of Balm Basanta 
Kumar Majumdar of this. As many non-co-operators and others used 
to gather at or around this house and thus blocked the public road, two 
constables were deputed there to keep the load deal for use by the 
public. No annoyance or indignity was offered to the lady in question. 


Separate accounts for land revenue. 

124. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon’ hie 
the Member in charge of tbe Department of Revenue hi 1 pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing the income and expenditure in 
Bengal on account of the separation of account foi land revenue in the 
Colleetorate for the last ten years? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The collection of the inf’oimation would involve an expen- 
diture of time and labour which would not be commensurate with tin 
value of the results. It has been estimated that whilst the annual 
income from separate account fees is Rs. 4,000, the expenses of main- 
taining separate accounts is not less than Rs. 16,000. The expenditure 
will be increased if the salaries of miuisteiial officers are raised. 
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Accommodation for “ purda ” ladies on the lower deck of 
inland steamers. 

125. Mr. M. AHMED: {<>) Is tilt* Hon’ble tli«' Mom her in charge of 
the Marine Department aware of the inconvenience caused to 
the Indian purdanashin ladies travelling first and second class in inland 
steamers of the India General Navigation and Railway and Rivers 
Steam Navigation (’ompanies for want of accommndat ion on the lowei 
deck ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware of the lact that accommoda- 
tion on the lowei deck would make it easier for these ladies to entei 
or leave palanquins I* 

(r) Are tin* Government considering the desnabdit\ ol asking the 
steamer companies to provide lower-deck accommodation foi purda 
na*hn\ ladies travelling first and second class v 

The Hon'ble Mr. KERR: {a) Yes 

( b) Yes 

(r) The steaniei <ompanies have been consulted. but report that 
there is insufficient room on the lower decks for first and second class 
cabins to be constructed. 


Calcutta Police and 8mall Causes Courts. 

126. Babu 8AILAJA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI: Will tin 
Hon'ble the Membei m charge of the Vudieial Department bo pleased ic 
state the reason vvh\ the Judges and Magistrates of the Ualcutta Uourl 
of Small Unuses and tlie Ualcutta Police Uourts, respect i \ elv, are not 
transferred ? 

The Hon'ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM : Because these Magistrates and 
Judges are apjHiinted for particular courts and not in a sciviee wheic 
conditions of tiansfer prevail 


Silting up of the Brahmaputra. 

127. Mr. 8. M. BOSE: ia) Has the attention of the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation been drawn to th< 
fact that the river Brahmaputra in M \ m'Mismgh is being silted up? 

(b) Is the Hon'ble the Member aware that the state of the liver P 
causing serious difficulty in navigation and also a bad effect on the 
health of the town of Mymensingh ? 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirabilitv of directing 
that an inquiry be mode os to the means of improving the river? 
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The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: («) Yes. 

(I>) Yes. 

(r) No inquiry is possible at present owing to the depleted staff of 
t lie Irrigation Department, hut t lie suhjeet will be taken up when the 
staff is strengthened. 


Muhammadan police officers. 

128. Maulvi A. H. M. WAZIR ALI : (n) Will the IWble the 
Member in charge ot the Police Department be pleased to lay a state- 
ment. on the table showing the total number of sub-inspectors, inspec- 
tors, and deputy sujierintendonts in the* Bengal Police, and also the 
number of Muhammadan officers under each bead ? 

(h) What is tin* reason for such a low pci rentage of Muhammadan 
officers in the rank of insjieetors ? 

(r) What is the reason for such a paucity ot Muhammadan deputy 
supei inf undents of police? 

(d) What is the procedure by which sub-inspectors are promoted to 
the rank of insj>ertors, and inspectors to the rank of deputy superin- 
tendent s ? 

(c) What, is the number of inspectors promoted permanently to the 
rank of deputy super intondent s during the last fen years, and the mimbei 
and names of Muhammadans among them? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) A statement is placed 
on the table. 

(h) Appointments of inspectors are not filled by direct recruitment 
but b\ promotion of officers from the rank of sub-inspector. Formerly, 
owing to the dearth of suitable candidates, the number of Muham- 
madan officers in the rank of sub-inspeef oYs was comparatively small, 
but lor some \ears past, half the number of direct appointments lias 
been filled by Muhammadans. Most of these officers are still junior in 
sen ice and when their turn for promotion comes, it is expected that 
there will be a larger projxnfion of Muhammadan officer'- in the rank 
of inspector. 

(r) Out of d() appointments of deputy superintendent, 9 are held by 
Muhammadans This is a fair proportion, considering the relative 
number of senior Muhammadan and non-Muhammadan inspectors. 

(<l) The information is contained in rule IS (h) and appendix VI (A), 
Volume 1, and rule (>9 and appendix XV (AD Volume III, of Police 
Regulations, Bengal, a copy of which may be consulted iu the Council 
library. 



1921.] 


QUESTIONS. 


99 


(e) Twenty inspectors were promoted to the rank of deputy superin- 
tendent between the 1st April. 1912, and the dlst December, 1920, of 
whom three were Muhammadans, namely — 

( 1 ) Khan Sahib Ghulam Kabbani (since retired). 

(2) Saiyid Itasidun Nabi ( substantive pro ten' pore, since died). 

(d) Khan Sahib Muhammad Yusuf (substantive pro tempore) 

Statement referred to in the reply to danse («) of umtarred question 
Xo. 72<S , shammy the total number of sub-inspectors , inspectors and 
deputy superintendents in the Bcnyal Police and the number of 
Muhammadan officers under each head. 
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Late Maulvi Mir Abdus Sobhan, an officiating deputy superintendent of 

police. 

129. Maulvi A. H. M. WAZIR ALI : (a) Will the Dou ble the 

Membei in chaise of tin* A ppoint nicnt Department lie pleased to state 
wlietlci it is a fact that Maulvi Mil Abdus Sobhan, late an officiating 
d < 1 p u * \ supei i lit endeiit of police, Tippera, applied, on account of ill- 
health. for a transfer to a healthier plae<*, and, failing this, for leave, but 
tin* In.spf < toi-General refused to giant him leave ora tiausfci and tin* 
officer succumbed to bis illness? 

d>) What wen* the reasons for lefiisitig the requests of the deceased 
officer ? 

ic) (In whose advice wen* the officer's request. s refused? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: <„), (b, and (c) The facts 

a i <> as follows : — 

1 he late Maulvi Mir Abdus Sobhan, when officiating as a deputy 
‘'Upenntcndent of jiolice at (omilla, applied for and was gtnnted six 
nu. Mils’ leave with effect from the 22nd April, 1918. De returned to 
dutv on expiry of this leave and since then he neither submitted any 
application for transfer to a healthier place nor, as an alternative, for 
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leave. In January, 1919, the Range Deputy Inspector-General sug- 
gested his transfer to Dacca, but this could not he arranged as there 
was no vacancy there at the time. Subsequently on the occurrence of a 
vacancy in May, 1919, he was transferred to Dacca, where he died on 
the 28th June, 1919. 


Victoria College, Comilla. 

130. 8HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the Hon hie the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Education aware that the 
privilege of half an hour’s time which all the Moslem hoys of the Comilla 
town schools get to say their mid-day prayers, is not given to the Mos- 
lem hoys of the local Victoria College? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
with a view to the removal of this grievance? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MUTER: (a) Gove rumen t aie not aware of 
this. 

(b) No action is contemplated, the institution not being a Govern- 
ment college. 


Police Servioe. 

131. Maulvi ABDUL KARIM: (<n Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department he pleased to state — (?) the 
minimum, (*/) the maximum, and (tn) the average pay of the follow- 
ing officers as they were before the recent revision of scale of pay as 
well as they are or will he after the revision : — 

(/) superintendent of police; 

(2) assistant superintendent of ixdioe;, 

(3) deputy superintendent of police? 

( b) Will the TTon’ble the Member he pleased to say what rank, from 
the point of view of average salary, the Provincial Police Service occu- 
pied among Bengal Provincial Service before the recent reorganization, 
and what rank it now occupies after the reorganization ? 

(c) If there has been any lowering of rank, what is the reason for 
this ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Public Services Commission re-commended 
a similar scale of pay for all Provincial Services? 

(r) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to say why a lower 
scale of pay has been sanctioned for the Provincial Police Service when 
compared with other Provincial Services? 
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(f) Will the Hon’lde the Member he pleased to state the total 
number of officers in each of the following positions 

(1) su]x*rintendent of police ; 

(2) soldi tjpnal supei intemlent of jxdice; 

(■'!) assistant superintendent of police; 

( 4 ) deputy superintendent of police y 

(//) Will the ITon’hle the Member he jdeased to say what qualifica- 
tions are essentially necessary for apjH>intment as assistant sujxMin- 
tendent of jxdice Y 

(h) Will the Tlon’hle the* Member lx* jdeased to say whether then 
n any proposal of abolishing either the posts of assistant superintendents 
or of deputy supei mtendents Y 

(/) Is it a fact that the assistant supei iiiteiidenls on appointment ^»et 
a lump sum of monn foi the jam base of umfoim. etc., and the deputy 
sup('i') i) tendon t s get jio such money on their appointment Y 

</> It so. will the (Monument la* pleased to say why sin’ll grants 
.ne mad** in tin* ( .no of the tonnei and not made m tin* case of the 
latter Y 


The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: 

follows, iik hiding o\eiseas allowances:-- 

: ( a ) The 

figm (\s 

aie as 

lit- KuH 1 Uko|<r, 

AM/.U ION. 

AKI I i( HMIIIII 

1 A N 1 7 A 'I ION 

- - 

— ~ > 

r - - - - - - ' 

- - 

Miuimum. 

M uximum. 

Minimum. 

Maximum. 

Its 

Iis 

Ks 

Kh. 

Sup' tint. h-lei.t-. of {mine ... 7l)(> 

1,200 

725 

1,700 

As>i-l.int Mip'-rifitctidcntH of police .. *il)0 

500 

•150 

025" 

Deputy superintendent » of police ... 250 

500 

200 

700 


* Tl is ti^mc I- ilo 1 niiiumiun |i.i\ .*<1 uiii^H 1 1»]« iMid‘*r t be inferior wcale ( J. r »t h n rai ) Noitiully 
bef ie rt aohue.: it , .m ofhecr « ould have b«-eu promoted to a superior pout The “nvctiigo pay'* 
1: is not \ot b c n r.tlcul.it' <i and r i jr u r« * ^ undor (m) c.innot,, tneiiforii, be ^iven 


(M and (r) No attemjd is made to tank services with regard to each 
oilier in resjx'et of pay. 

(J) and (c) No. 

if) I'he figures are a*- follows: — 


SiijKoiiitendents of police 

15 

Additional sujw'rintcndents of jxdice 

. . Id 

Assistant MijxM’inteiident.s of jxdice 

. 52 

Dejiuty sujxu’inlendeuts of police 

. 50 


( (/) A coj>y of the lules for recruitment of the Indian Police is laid 
on the library table. 

(h) No. 

(i) and (/) Yes. The question of extending the privilege to deputy 
fitijievintendents of police is now under ;he consideration of Government. 

H 



102 


QUESTIONS. 

Deputy superintendents of police. 


[29th Aug. 


132. Babu RISHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: (*) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge ni the Appointment Department be pleased to 
say whether it is a fact that the initial pay of promoted deputy superin- 
tendents has been fixed at Its. "120? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Government of India had already authorised 
the local Government to fix it at Its. 400? 

(c) Is it under the consideration of Government to give deputy 
superintendents travelling allowance at the same rates as are given to 
the assistant superintendents of police? 

(d) Will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to state nhy the status 
of a deputy superintendent has been made inferior to that of an assistant 
suj>erintendent of police? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Police Commission held that the depart- 
mental status of both the ranks should be practically the same? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Yes. 

(h) The local Government is empowered to fix the initial pay within 
the maximum limit of Rs. 400. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The departmental status of the two clashes of officers is similar, 
but this does not necessarily imply equality in other respects among 
officers who are members of two services, one of which is Imperial and 
the other Provincial. 

(c) Tin* member is referred to paragraph 0(5 of the Police Com 
mission’s Report. 


Allowances to circle officers. 

133. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Appointment Department aware that the 
recent Government resolution regarding tin* allowances of circle officers 
has given rise to dissatisfaction among the circle officers? 

( h) Is it a fact that it is below the standard obtaining in the Settle- 
ment and Co-operative Departments for such class of officers? 

(r) Is the TTon’ble the Member aware that at least some of the diy 
districts, or some subdivisions of them, would require boats during 
the rains, c.//., Hooghly, Pabna, Bogra. Rangpui , etc.? 

{d) Are the Government considering the desirability of revising the 
division of districts into river and dry, and of putting Bogra, Pabna 
Rajshahi, Comilla and others into the category of river districts? 
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(e) Is the Ilon’ble the Member aware that the feeling* exists that 
these allowances will fall short of the amount to be required for the 
moving about of the circle officers with due regard to their position and 
prestige owing to the rise in prices? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability tff increasing 
these allowances and of reducing the number of days of tour to 15 days 
a month, as in the case of the Superintendents of Excise, or of keeping 
the old system intact? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (,/) and (e) Representations 
have been received that the allowance is inadequate in certain aie.rs. 

(b) Officers of the same class employed in the Co-operative Depart- 
ment receive tiavelling allowance under the ordinary rules. Compari- 
son cannot, therefore, easily he made. Officers employed in settlement 
are in cam]) for long periods. They therefore travel with more baggage 
than when otherwise employed and at greater cost They have, t hero- 
tore, been allowed travelling allowance at 50 per cent, above the rale 
othonvise admissible according to the class to which, they belong. 
Their settlement allowance is the same as that of circle officers (Us. 50). 
while the latter enjoy a house allowance of Us. 2). 

(<') and (d) These points are under the consideration of Government. 
(/) No. 


Calcutta University reforms. 

134. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : Will the Dou ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to* 
state what steps, if any, have been taken oi are proposed to be taken' 
to give effect to those reforms in the Calcutta University which in the 
opinion of the Sadler Commission “ought not to be post]>oned whatever 
scheme lie adopted,’’ with a view to enacting and enforcing the recom 
inendations in general of the said Commission? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: While fully appreciating tin 
urgency and importance of reforming the Calcutta University on the 
lines of the recommendations of the Sadler Commission, Government 
regret to state that owing to the financial position to which the province 
has been reduced by the financial nriangements recently promulgated 
it is not jHissible to give effect to the recommendations of the Commis- 
sion The first essential step in the matter is to obtain a more satis- 
faetoiy financial readjustment for the province. Beyond representing 
to the authorities concerned their extremely unsatisfactory financial 
position, Government have not taken any steps. 
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135. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY, Bahadur: Willjfhe Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government lie 
pleased to lay on tin* table a statement showing* — 

(?) tbe number of hospitals in Bengal receiving giants fiom the 
Government ; 

(n) tbe number of hospitals not receiving anv grant from the 
Government ; and 

( tii ) flie average aiea served by each such hospital? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: 0) Tbe total 
numlier of charitable disjiensai ies in Bengal at the end rtf' the year 1920 
was 71 L viz., 22 in Calcutta and 092 outside Calcutta. these 28 are 
maintained by Government; 07 others ( non-f lov eminent dispen- 
saries) receive monetary grants for maintenance and 91 receive mone- 
tary grants foi free supply of medieim*s to Government servants. As 
21 of t I k* above number receive both Kinds of grants, the actual iiumbei 
of dispensaries receiving monetary grants from Government is 1 *17. 

( ii ) All non-Govcrnment dispensaries under Government su]»ei vision 
aie helped by Government in some foim oi otbei, even if they 
do not. receive a monetary grant. Government supplies them lice oi 
cost with hooka (c.//., nomenelatuie of disease-, etc >, jegisteis, 
forms, etc. No excise duty is realised fiom them on the (piantity oi 
spirit required lor flic* preparation of tinetuies supplied to them. Oeea 
sional monetary grants aie also sanctioned bv tbe Commissmnei s oi 
Divisions from the funds -tit their disposal. 

{ini) Each dispensary selves 110;2 square miles on an average. 

Training of nurses. 

138. Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: {a) Will the ll n bb the 

Minist<‘r in cbaige of the Depaitment of Local Self-Government lie 
pleased to state what arrangements, it anv, tlieie aie for the training 
of nurses in the Calcutta Medical College, Campbell and Sam him Nath 
Bandit Hospitals? 

( h) If no annngcmenls exist, aie the Gov eminent coiisidei ing the 
dcsit ability of making such ariangements ? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (u) The tiain 
ing of nurses at the Medical College Hospitals is managed and conti oiled 
by the Calcutta Hospital Anises’ Institution, the actual training 
being given by a I*nd\ Superintendent of Nuising, assisted by five 
senior nursing sisteis. A copy of the rules of the institution for the 
admission, training, pay, etc., of nurses and probationers is laid on the 
library table, As regauls the ariangements for training nurses at the 
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Sambhu Nath Pandit Hospital, the member is referred to the statement 
laid on the table in answer to clause (a) of unstarred question No. lf)(>, 
asked by l)r. Jatindra Nath Moitra at the meeting- of the 1st April, 
1921. "There are up arrangements for the training of mi'ses at the 
Campbell Hospital. * ' * 

(b) There is lift proposal before Government for making arrange-* 
ments for th®> training of nurses at the Camplndl Hospital. 

Bhairab river, 

137. Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA ROY Bahadur: {a) Has 

tin* attentipp .of the Hon’ble the Member in charge oi the Department 
ot Imggdon been diavvn to the fact that tin* ri\ei Bhairab, in the Nadia 
district, is fast silting up and getting choked with water hyacinth? 

(b) Aie the Government considering the necessity of taking steps 
to improve the irrigation of this livei ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: w) Thoie is no in foi mation before Government regard* 
mg :m\ rapid silting np of the Bhairab n\er hed in the Nadia district 
in leceiit \ears, nm ,'ii\ mfoimation regarding tin* giowth of water 
hyaiinth uiteileiing with diainage by the liver 

(b) A piclinmiarv inquin w ill be made. 

Listed posts. 

138. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: Will the 

lion ble the Meinhei in flange of the Appointment Depnitment be 
pleased to state tin* number of listed posts, both superior and infeiior, 
existing in Bengal on the* 1st December, 1920, and those existing at 
present , and also tin* propoi t ion which the number of such posts bear 
tu the tot;d cadie of the Indian Civil Service? 

i A) TTa> t lie attention oi the Government been diawn to the 
decimations ( ,f the Government of India in paiagraphs 9 aniTIfl of the 
Government of India, Home Department , resolution No. 2 of) 9, dated 
the 1st December. 1920, published in the Guzrttc of India of the 
4th Decembei, 1920. viz., that the numhei of listed posts will he 
increased instead of being l educed, and that officers promoted from 
the Piovincial 1 'imI Seivice to hold posts ordinarily held by members 
of the Indian Civil Service, will have the same opportunities of promo- 
tion as those directly recruited? 

(c) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the follow- 
ing resolution passed at the meeting of the Legislative Assembly at 
Delhi on the 17th February, 1921!—“ This Assembly leeonqpends to 
the Governor-General in Council that the number of Indian Civil 
Service posts listed as o]>en to members of the Provincial Civil Service 
in each Presidency or Province should at once he raised to one-fourth 
of the supeiioi Civil Service posts in each Presidency or Province 



106 


QUESTIONS. 


[29th Aug. 


( d ) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what 
instructions, if any, he has received from the Government of India to 
give effect to the recommendations to increase the number of listed 
posts in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble SirHENRY WHEELER: (a), (b) and (c) The mem- 
ber is referred to the answer to a similar question asked at this meeting 
by Dr. A. Suhrawardy.* 

(d) The matter % at present under consideration and a statement 
cannot now be made. 


Listed posts. 

139. Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Will the Ilon’ble the Member 
in clmi ge of the Appointment Department Ik* pleased to state the num- 
ber of listed j x > s t s , both superior and inferior, existing in Bengal on 
December 1st, 1920, and those existing at present, and also the piopor- 
tion which the number of such jwsts bear to the total cadre of the 
Indian Civil Service? 

(b) Has the attention of this Government been drawn to the 
declaration of the Government of India in paragraphs 9 and 10 of the 
Government of India, Home Department, resolution No. 2559, dated 
tin*' 1st December, 1920, viz., that the number of listed posts will be 
increased instead of being reduced and that officers promoted from the 
Provincial Civil Service to hold posts ordinarily held by members ol 
the Indian Civil Service, will have the same opportunities of piomotion 
as those dneetly recruited P 

(r) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the following 
resolution passed at the meeting of the Legislative Assembly at Delhi 
on the 17th February, 1921: — “ This Assembly recommends to the 
Governor-General in Council that the number of Indian Civil Service 
posts listed as o]x*n to members of the Provincial Civil Service in each 
Presidency or Province should at once be raised to one-fourth of the 
superior Civil Service posts in each Presidency or Province ' ’ ? 

id) Will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to state what steps 
are being taken to increase the number of listed posts in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) On the 1st December, 
1920, out of a sanctioned Indian Civil Service cadre of 193, thirteen 
posts were listed, twelve superior and one inferior. Of these, the 
inferior post (Under-Secretary, Revenue Department) has since been 
abolished. The listed posts form G-2 per cent, of the total cadre. 

\b) Yes. 

(c) Yes. 

■(d) The matter is at present under the consideration of Govern- 
ment. 
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140. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI : (a) Will the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the ordinary working day of a Govern- 
ment servant is 7 hours? 

(b) Is it a fact that Press employees work on an average 10 to 

11 hours a clay ? , . 1 

( c ) Do they receive any compensatory pension in view of this at the 
end of 25 years' service ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: (a) The usual office hours in Calcutta 
are from 10-30 a.m. to 5 r.M. and in the mufassal 11 a.m to 5 p.m. 
Most gazetted officers, however, workj for considerably longer hours 
than this and an\ clerk may be required to work overtime when the 
business of the office demands it. In many olfiet s a considerable part 
of the establishment frequently works oveitime. 

(bj In the Bengal Government Press the a\orage day with o\er- 
tinie. is about 9 hours. 

(() The jH'iiod of service qualih ing for jMUision in the Press is 30 
years. No eomjiensatory pension is given to sahnied hands, but piece- 
workers are allowed to count their earnings on o\oitime towaids the 
calculation of the amount of their pension. 


Purchase of non-judicial stamps. 

141. Babu BHI8HMADEV DA8: With reference to the answer to 
my unstarred question No. 49 at the meeting of the 1st April, will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased # 
to state whether the opinions of the Divisional ( ’ommissioners have 
been received, and what action, if any, the Government piopose to take 
in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERRPThe opinions of the Divisional Commis- 
sioners have been received and orders discontinuing the practice have 
issued. 

Ecclesiastical Department. 

142. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
the annual amount spent in the maintenance of the Ecclesiastical 
Department in Bengal, and also from what sources of income that 
amount is met? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: The estimated expenditure 
of the Ecclesiastical Department in Bengal for 1921-22 is Rs. 2,55,000. 
The expenditure is met from Imperial revenues. 



108 


QUESTIONS. 


t29TH Aug. 


Statement referred to in the answer given by the Eon'ble Sir Henry 
Wheeler la unstarred, question No. SO asked by Mr. Tar it llhusan 
Hoy on the. I4lh March, 1921. 


.o 

& 

Number of 

y chaiikfdurH Amount paid as 

including salary. 

1 dafadars. 

1 

Amount of 
cliaukidari tax 
realised. 

1 

Hem arks 



! 

I 

Hr. a. p 

Hr. a p. 



lino 

5994 

j 3,05,508 0 0 

4.07,484 0 0 



11)17 

5994 

3,05,508 0 0 

4,07,477 0 0 


£ < 

1918 

5994 

1 3,05,308 0 0 

4,12,738 0 0 

i 



j 

i 


i 

03 

1919 

j 0000 

1 3,05,892 0 0 

4 08,123 0 0 


L 

1920 

I 0003 

J 3,05,919 0 0 

4,17,901 0 0 


r 

19 u; 

2570 

1,51,800 0 0 

Vj 

00 

00 

o 


eo 

1917 

2569 

1,51,740 0 0 ; 

1,70,500 0 0 



( 1918 

2573 

1,50,980 0 o 

1,79,107 0 0 


03 

J 1919 

2569 

1,51,746 0 0 

1,84,800 0 0 


L 

1J>20 

2504 

1,51,440 0 0 i 

, 

1,85,842 0 0 | 


r 

« 

10 10 

2592 

1,80,024 0 0 

1 

! 

) , 




! 


> Figures ate not 

g 

1917 

2592 | 

1,80,024 0 0 


/ available 

3 






i < 

1918 

2590 | 

1,80,480 0 0 

2,07,447 0 l c< 

1 

Jr 





) 1 Tins i nciudcs rent 


1 9 1 9 

2584 

1,80,048 0 0 

2,09,720 4 1° 

r*' of cliaukidari 


| n j 


i 


j cbakian lands 

l 

1 1920 j 

2577 

1,85,544 0 0 

I 

2,11,427 14 8 "J 

f 

1 

1910 | 

1071 

1,12,017 10 10 | 

1,32,185 2 8 



1917 j 

1008 , 

1,13,047 9 9 . 

1,33,320 o 4 



1918 

1003 

1,12,451 8 0 

1,32,535 9 0 



1919 

1 060 i 

1,15,1#9 5 9 

1,35,350 11 8 


li 

i 

1920 

1008 

I 

1,16.370 0 9 ! 

1 

1,38,101 4 2 
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l0» 


j 

Year 

1 

Number of 
chankidar** 
including 
dafadai s. 

Amount paid 
salary 

as 

Amoiuff of 
(diaiikidari 0 
i rallied 

\ | 

j 

Hem AUKS. 



ils 

A 

r 

lls A . 

I* 1 


r i d i r, 

3503 

2,52.210 

0 

0 

c 2, 77.942 9 

41 

9 

1017 

3502 

2,52,144 

0 

0 

' 2,77,543 1 

111 


<; HUH 

3503 

2 52,2 1 0 

0 

0 

‘-2 79.911 9 

01 

^ Tin’s includes rent 

! 







1 of (dmukidan 

! HU9 

3510 

2 52,720 

(» 

0 

r 2,82,055 1 

0A 

j ( liakran lands 

l 1 ‘>20 

3528 

2.549*10 

0 

0 

c 2, 82 292 2 

01 

J 

f 1010 

2031 

1 0 o,3 10 

o 

1 

1 0O.00K 15 

0 


1017 

2031 

|,5 ‘9 500 

1 

0 

1 .8s, ‘>85 5 

;; 


< 19 IK 

203 ) 

l.'.O 214 

4 

3* 

1,00 505 0 

0 


1010 

2020 

1,00,147 

2 

0 

1 80,020 1 1 

0 


l . 1 000 

2024 

1 50,100 

1 1 

o ; 

i 

J.K0.310 5 

3 ■ 


fl loir, 

4 I'U 

2 55,8n 4 

0 

0 

2,77,421 15 

0 


1017 

4157 

2 05,100 

0 

0 

2,07,003 8 

0 , 


< 1 0 1 K 

4202 

2,72.858 

0 

0 

3,14 000 1 

o 


1010 

4213 

2,74,404 

0 

0 

3,22,2 72 8 

7 


L 1020 

4235 

2,77.902 

0 

0 

3,24,001 2 

11 ! 


r hug 

175 



1 


d 

1 

* 1 0] 7 

1 75 





J 

r Figure* ate n<>| 

1 available 

{ 1018 

175 5 

12,888 

0 

0 

15,082 2 

:* 

Idle ligui !“• relate t" 

10 10 

173 

12.74 4 

0 

0 

15 512 5 

0 

SllllMIl | Mllidiv 1- 

sion , tin 1 (/liauki 

t! 1020 

172 

12,792 

0 

u 

15 837 0 

H 

dan Act is not in 
force in tlic lest 
of tin* district. 

r loio 1 

... 







1917 






1 

Figures an- not 

available. 

( 1918 

4053 1 

2,47,110 

0 

0 

2,01,078 0 

0 


1910 

4053 

2,47,110 

0 

1 

0 

2,91,307 0 

0 f 


l 1020 

4053 j 

2,91,888 

0 

0 

3,53,012 0 

0 1 
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Year. 


Number of I 

cliHukidars Amount paid us | 
including salary, , , 

dal iidars. 

I • 


Amount of 
chaukidari tax 
realised. 


REMARKS. 





| Its 

A. 

I\ 

Rh. 

A. 

r. 

! 

1 

r 

1916 

3170 

2,07,120 

0 

0 

2,41,297 

3 

0 

1 Figures for the 


| 







l 

I Goalundo and 


; ion 

, 3157 

1,93,170 

0 

0 

2,25,993 

11 

o 1 

Gopalganj sub- 

)► divisions have not 

< 

1 1918 

3150 

1 ,92,750 

0 

o 

2,20,936 

15 

4 

| been included, as 

I they are not a\ ai- 

1 






1 



J labie. 


1919 

4013 

2,40,988 

0 

0 

°3 03,388 

14 

8 

Figuie'. for the 

Gopalganj subdivi- 

i 

i 1920 

4953 

3,03,090 

0 

0 

3,73,030 

8 

0 

; sion have not been 


| 


j 

| 






! included, as they are 
! not available. 

i 

r 

1916 

2 >94 

1,05,108 

0 

0 




> Figures aie not 


1917 

2107 

1,50,025 

0 

0 




) mailable. 

< 

1918 

2105 

i 

1 1,55,880 

0 

0 

1,39,074 

1 

0 



1919 

2105 

1,56,880 

0 

0 

1,44,947 

11 

0 

! 

L 

: 

1920 

2104 

1,55,808 

0 

0 

1,45,829 

4 

0 


, 

1910 

1473 

1,00,025 

0 

0 




1 Figures are not 


1917 , 

1473 1 

1,00,220 

0 

0 



1 

J mailable 

< 

1918 

1473 

1,05,912 

0 

0 

1,12,380 

0 

0 



1919 ! 

1470 

1,05,684 

0 

0 

1,14,746 

0 

0 


> 

1920 ; 

i 

1472 | 

1,05,603 

0 

0 

1,20,107 

0 

0 



1910 

1357 j 

8G,088 

0 

0 

°92,7 14 

0 

1 

0 

\ °Exelmling the 

> tigureB for the 


! 1917 

1 

1357 

1 

80,100 

0 

0 

c 9 1,348 

0 

0 

j Alipur subdivi- 

sion, which are 


1918 

1073 

1,00,270 

0 

0 

1,15,444 

0 

0 

not available for 
these two years. 


1919 j 

1672 

1,00,295 

0 

0 

1,16,294 

0 

0 


t 

1920 

1072 

i 

1,05,781 

0 

0 

1,10,125 

0 

0 
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Year 

Number of 
chaukidars 

Amount paid 

UH 

Amount of 
elmukidari tax 

Remarks 

including 

salary 



realised. 




dafadars 



; 







IU. 

A. 

p. 

Us. 

A 



1916 

3325 

2,10,848 

4 

2 

2,33,192 

14 

6 


1917 

3329 

2,11,523 

8 

9 

2,40,137 

8 

8 


1918 

3331 

2,10,319 

1 

0 

2,38,185 

5 

5 


1919 

3333 

2,09,685 

0 

0 

2,43,962 

3 

7 


19*20 

3332 

2,0^,733 

15 

9 

2 47,456 

5 

6 


1916 

2329 

1 ,50,034 

0 

0 

1 ,65.901 

4 

0 


1917 

2329 

1.50,034 

0 

0 

1 ,65.901 

4 

0 


1918 

2 >- 29 

1,50,0.34 

0 

0 

1,66,h6 1 

4 

0 


1 9 1 9 

2329 

1 ,5o,034 

0 

(l 

1,66,341 

0 

0 


19*20 

2329 

1,60,034 

0 

0 

1,72 621 

0 

0 


1916 

2012 

1,2 2, 9 HO 

0 

0 

1,43,257 

0 

0 


1917 

1981 

1,20,951 

0 

0 1 

1,41,285 

0 

0 


1919 j 

: 

| 2036 

1.23,957 

0 

1 

0 1 

1,44,107 

0 

0 


1919 

2036 

1,23,939 

0 

0 

1 55,823 

0 

0 


1920 

2031 

1,23,668 

0 

0 

1,31,473 

0 

0 i 

! 

1916 

6277 

3,45,485 

0 

0 

4,25,346 

15 

0 

1 

i 

1917 

6277 

3,45,485 

0 

0 

4,25,346 

15 

0 


1918 

6294 

3,55.771 

3 

0 

4,37,256 

2 

0 


1919 

6294 

1 3,55,771 

3 

0 

4,37,256 

2 

0 


1920 

6291 

1 3,55,771 

3 

0 ' 

4,37,256 

2 

0 


1916 

2798 

l 

1,71,229 

0 

0 1 

°1 ,99,766* 

0 

0 j- 


1917 

2798 

1,71,236 

0 

0 

° 1 ,99,745 

0 

0 

"This iricludftH rent 

1918 

| 2272 

1,39,238 

0 

0 

0 1,63, 722 

0 

0 

► of cliaukidari 

cbakran lands 

1919 : 

2287 

1,40,300 

0 

0 

"1,64,036 

0 

0 i 


1920 

1 

2304 

j 1,41,334 

0 

0 

° 1,7 1,902 

0 

0 , 
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Number of 







District. 

Y ear 

tdiaukbiarH 

including 

I dafudars. 

1 

Amount paid 
salary . 

as 

r» mount of 
cliaukidari tux 
realised. 

It KM ARKS 


| 

1 

Its. 

A 

... 

Its. A. 

i* 



' i9io 

! 7744 

1 

4,73,892 

0 

0 

5,51,320 0 

0 


. 'Sc 

c 

i 1917 

7701 

4,74,91*2 

0 

0 

5,52,367 0 

0 


i< 

1918 

i 

! 7754 

j 4.74,492 

0 

0 

5,51,905 0 

0 


c 

1 1919 

| 7750 

! 4,74,204 

0 

0 

5,51,337 0 

0 



1920 

7750 

4,74,024 

0 

0 

5,52,500 0 

0 


1 

1 9 1 o 

i 

! :J75o 

2,29 737 

13 

3 

2,02,888 3 

11 



1917 

.‘5754 

2,29,840 

9 

9 

2,02,013 10 

3 ! 


ll 

j 1918 

.5754 

2,29,9 1 5 

1 

9 

2,05,483 1 

9 ! 


Z 1 

j 1919 

15750 

2,29,636 

9 

(J 

2,72,305 1 

4 



: 1920 

| 

:ms 

2,29,047 

9 

3 

2,77,514 1 

2 : 

i 


r 

i9u; 

2098 

| 

1 30,102 

0 

0 

1,40,834 13 

9 j 


1 

1917 

2094 

1,29,918 

0 

0 

1,40.604 9 

1 

0 1 


i< 

1918 

2 J3G 

1 

1,17,778 

0 

0 

1,30,780 0 

oj 


o | 

/< 

1919 

2042 

1,24,024 

0 

0 

1,40,223 0 

0 1 


* 

1920 j 

2044 

1,42,402 

0 

0 

1,05,770 8 

0 

1 

' 

1910 1 

2542 

1,83,024 

0 

0 






1917 ! 

2540 ! 

1,82,940 

0 

0 





e5 

1918 , 

1 

2539 







S Figures me not 

"l * 

1,82,874 

0 

0 




available 

a* 

1919 

2531 

1,82,998 

0 

0 



- 



1920 

2528 

1,82,082 

0 

0 

2,07.840 10 

7 



1910 

3529 

2,20,782 

0 

0 



1 



1917 

3527 

2,r0,909 

0 

0 




► Figures are not 

■X2 









a\ ailable 


1918 ! 

3037 

2,17,774 

0 

0 



J 


c§ 

1919 

3517 

2,14,357 

0 

0 

2,68,987 11 

0 




1920 

i 

3510 ’ 

| 

2,10,301 

0 

0 | 

2,09.235 11 

0 
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! Number of j 

v tbaukidars ! Amount paid ft* 
2 liftr { j ||C ), 1 ( j |(l g j salary 

Id 1 dafadars j 

Q i 


Amount of 

chuukidnri tax Ukmakkn 

realised 





Ks. 

A. 

p. 1 

its 

A. 

V 

r 

19 If. 

5057 

3,15,444 

0 

0 

3 08.473 

15 

s i 


1917 

4937 

3,10,027 

0 

0 

3,07,998 

13 

1 1 

h 

191H 

4 <98 

3,00 71 1 

0 

0 

3,04.258 

1 

0 

£ 

1 9 1 9 

4 88 J 

3,00,590 

0 

0 

3,07,902 

7 

11 

l 

1 9 ‘JO 

4 s 09 

3,05,980 

0 

0 

3,72 305 

3 

1 l 

1 

1 9 1 0 

33.04 

1,90,292 

0 

0 




i 

h 

1 

1 9 1 7 

8339 

1 .90,725 

0 

0 



1 

k.^ 

191s 

83 J 4 

2,01,888 

0 

(1 

2,40,1 1 1 

0 

a 

1 

1919 

337o 

2,02 8‘0 

0 

0 , 

2,45,200 

0 

u 

1 

l 

19 JO 

3308 

2 01.800 

0 

0 

2,51,485 

0 

0 

1 

1910 

3371 

2,05, 74 o 

0 

0 

2,1 1,790 

0 

0 i 

1 

II 

1917 

3373 

2,05,800 

0 

o ! 

2,13,015 

9 

9 : 

ji 

1918 

3373 

2,05,800 

0 

0 1 

2,20,215 

3 

0 

' 1 1 

1919 

3375 

2,05,908 

0 

j 

o i 

2,23,115 

8 

0 

1 

l 

1 9 JO 

3379 

2,00 208 

0 

o 1 

2,23,392 

14 

i 


The Royal Visit. 

The PRESIDENT* Gentlemen, I ha\e been informed that there is 
a peueiiil feeling that resolution No. 4M should take pieredenee ovei all 
the other business of the (’ouneil. Jlis K\eellene\ being of tl at 
opinion has i>ermitted that resolution to eomc before the enmmerre- 
nient of the Government business. I understand that this is the 
general sense of' the (’ouneil. As theie is no trbjeetion, I shall take that 
resolution first. 

Mr, D. C. CHOSE: “ This ('ouneil reeommends to the Government 
that a messapfe' ax pressing the lo\al and dutiful homage of the people 
of this Prerfidteticy be respectfully conveyed to His Majesty the King- 
Emperor, and that the profound thankfulness and gratitude of the 
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people be conveyed to His Majesty for the expected visit of His Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales to India next cold weather; also the 
respectful assurance of the unflinching loyalty of the people of Bengal 
to His Majesty’s Throne and ]>erflon.” 

It has been truly said that in this vast world-wide Empire there is 
nothing common except the Throne. It is the one institution that 
unites all the various component parts. And it unites and binds all 
because it is gbove the dust and din of controversies, detached from 
party and attached only to the common interest. The Throne, there- 
fore, means a great deal to us. The future occupant of that Throne 
is about to visit us. lie is coming to us, first and foremost, as a pleni- 
potentiary of the King, his father, and he is welcome not only for w r hat 
lie is but for what he represents. Secondly, lie is coming to us as 
Prince and heir to the Throne and, as such, is entitled to our cordial 
and resjieetful greeting. Lastly, he is coming to us as a fellow-subject 
and a man and will receive from us everything that we, in all brother- 
hood and affection, can offer him. As we are all aware, His Iloyal 
Highness the Prince of Wales has l>een equipping himself strenuously 
for the great office lie is destined to fill. Tie has been on the battle- 
field and has done his share of work in the great conflict for freedom 
and for civilization. And since the termination of the war, His Koval 
Highness has been visiting the great dominions which ow T e allegiance 
to his father, the King. The tour has been no mere holiday affair. 
His Royal Highness has himself deseril>ed it as “ an inspiring educa- 
tion which will influence the whole of my life.” To him the British 
Empire implies in his own words “ a partnership of free nations, 
Tuitions living under the same system of law', pursuing the same demo- 
cratic aims, and actuated by the same human ideals.” Animated by 
this lofty and inspiring idea of the Empire, he is coming to visit India 
which occupies in his own words “a sfiecial position.” India has been 
recognized indeed as a nation by its being invited to be a signatory to 
the Peace Treaty at Versailles. But nation though it is, it is not yet 
a free nation. India, however, is on the road to freedom and under 
the icgis of its Sovereign, it is destined to reach the goal. At this 
juncture, our country, we fear, will present to His Royal Highness a 
picture of a great struggle, a struggle for freedom, |K>litical, social, 
intellectual and industrial. He will see us at our best and perhaps 
also at our worst localise, in a time of stress and struggle, things are 
not always as they should be. But we are certain that His Royal 
High ness, with that instinct and intuition which wo confidently expect 
he shares with his august father, w ill not fail to discover the panacea 
which, while giving an impetus to all that is best and headthy in the 
great struggle which is now going on in India, will counteract all that 
is disintegrating, hurtful, and poisonous. That will be the burden of 
the message which we devoutly hope he will deliver to the King and 
the i**ople of Britain w hen he returns after a triumphant tour in India. 
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And, in the fullness of time, when he himself will occupy the Throne, 
the lessons of his Indian tour will enable him, we trust, so far as this 
country is concerned, to see things in their true and proi>er persj>ee- 
tive. It is, therefore, with feelings <d thankfulness and grat/itude 
towards Ilis Majesty the King-Eni]>eroi\ and a sense of keen expectancy 
that we are awaiting the arrival of Ilis Rpval Highness the Prince of 
Wales in our midst. 

Mr, H, BARTON: With deep pleasure 1 rise to support the resolu- 
tion. It is one which baldly needs any discussion and 1 "think that 
we are all unanimous in feeling that a hearty welcome ought to be 
accorded to His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales and that all of us 
should march shoulder to shoulder in oui wish that he ought to be so 
received. With these wolds, I supjxirt the resolution. 

Babu NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK: On behalf of the backward 
section of the community, whom I represent, 1 desire to associate m\- 
self with the sentiments expressed b\ the mover of the resolution. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: I beg to associate myself with 
all that ha- been said b\ the mover of the resolution and by the previous 
sjx'akeis. I heaitik support the lesolution. 

Professor 8. C. MUKH ERJI : As a repie sentative of the Indian 
( hristian community, it is m\ proud privilege to give this resolution 
mv whole-hearted supjx»rt. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: It is with 
profound pleasuie and findings of lovaltv that I jise to support this 
resolution. A\ e are passing through critical times hut if we consult, 
the inner feedings of the Indians, tlieie cannot he the least doubt that 
there is the unflinching feeling of affection to the British Throne. We 
often look U]K>n the British Throne as a symbol of respect and admiration 
and we know’ that the British Government is hioad based upon the 
]H»ople’s wishes. This is an opportunity for us to express clearly to 
Government “that the Indiaifs, espe< iallv Bengalis, are loyal to the core 
to the British Throne. I am sure that when my voice is heaid outside 
this Council, the |K*ople, whethei of a village, hamlet, town or cif>, 
will share the opinion which 1 emphatically put before the Council f 
lioj»© and trust that this Council will take this resolution into its best 
consideration and pass it with enthusiasm and unanimity. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Coming from Northern 
Bengal, I whole-heartedly associate myself with the message of welcome. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: In voicing the welcome on 
behalf of the Bengal Legislative Council to His Royal Highness the 
Lur.ce of Wales, I feel it my duty not to record merely a silent vote. On 
behalf of my electorate, the zamindars of Bengal, I accord my cordial 
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support to the resolution welcoming His Royal Highness on the occasion 
of his gracious visit to his Indian dominions. 

Sir, loyalty to the Royal Household is in our blood. It is hallowed 
with traditions. It is almost our caste. We liken our king to our God, 
the Preservei. The king is Chnhmt T ishnu , the moving deity. Our 
traditions have taught us that a king can do no wrong. Royalty is 
always above politics. Our attitude is of eternal homage to it, of sin- 
cerest love and deepest devotion. 

We sincerely hope so to receive our future Emperor, that he will 
ever think kindly of us. Poor though we aie and many might be our 
shortcomings, our reception to him will never fall short in ardour and 
love. The Eirst Gentleman in the British Empire out of his own genero- 
sity of heait will forgive us out failings, for we know full well our best 
reception can never be worthv of his worth. 

Sir, he is coming here, true to his motto fch Pirn: “ 1 servo." He 
is serving his King and Empiie. Let us also ti\ to convince him that 
we, also, in oin humble way, endeavour to tin* best of our abilities to 
none; for service alone can please him with sin h a motto 

Sir, we need not heed tbc lmzz of inconsequent ial people. We can 
only sav Eorgivo them, for they know not what they do.” 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: We, the orthodox Hindus, 
regard the king as an incarnation of God. For us thcic is a saving in 
Bengali: “ Tin* king is an incarnation of Vishnu.” We, the Hindus, 
cannot hut giveom heartiest welcome to the heir-appai ent to the Throne. 
People who want to start a movement against giving a hearty welcome to 
tin 1 heii-appaient forget the traditions of the Hindus. This resolution 
does not require any support. It is hoped that every one would carry 
this resolution with acclamation. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: I beg leave to 
associate myself w hole-heart edly with the resolution which Mr. 1). (\ 
(those has moved. Sii, gieat disappointment was felt by a large section 
of our people of all castes and deeds wken the postponement of His 
Boval Highness the Piinee of Wales’ visit to India was announced. The 
Roval visit of his late Majesty the K ing-Emperoi , as Piinee of Wales, 
had to he postponed and historv repeated itself some thirty years later 
when the visit of His Majes<\ the present King-Emperor, as Prince of 
Wales, was ad|ourned* Now. toi the thiid time, it happened, that the 
visit of the present heii -appai cut to the Throne had also to he postponed. 
Great events seem to have n tendency Injun through a similar course 
and, is it then too much to hop* 1 that tin* pioposed visit of His Royal fligh- 
tless the Prince of Wales would end a* gloriously as the two visits which 
preceded it? It has been rightly' sa id that we are passing through a 
period of transition and there is good deal of Unrest in the country at the 
present moment : but I think it e*n be safely said that the sinister events, 



1921 .] 


THK KOYAL VISIT. 


117 


which charged the political atmosphere of India with dangerous explo- 
sives in 1874, are conspicuous by their absence to-day. The East haft 
after all met the West and sympathy has ultimately taken the place of 
suspicion. Whatever the go-ahead democrats ot England or the Non- 
co-operators of India may say, 1 refuse to believe that our people have 
forgotten all about the benefits which accrued fioni the personal inter- 
course of the heir-apparent of the Crown with the princes and peoples 
of India during his sojourn in this country. I refuse to believe that our 
people cannot now foresee the educative influence on His Koyul Highness 
the Present Pnnce ot Wales ol hi-* tour m then countrx. and T f’efuse to 
believe that they do not really understand that the Prince is nothing out 
not for pleasure but to fulfil a great and noble mission. I, on the other 
hand, sincerely believe. Sir, that those who are hostile to-day will not be 
so when the great day will actually dawn upon us and 1 also belie\e that 
those who ha\e gone astray will soon realise that it is the duty of every 
patriotic Indian to do his utmost to make the impending Koval visit a 
great success, so that His Koyal Highness the Prince of Wales may be 
able, as surely be will, to i ise above the topmost crest of tin* waves 
of unrest, which are now sweeping ovei oui land, to guide the waves 
through a calm and feitilising course in older that they may cease to 
break their heads against the rocks in mthless hoist erousness and may 
real 1.x eairv ns forw.ml to the piomised land, where, in the fullness of 
time, the best and the highest civic privileges, which are in the gift of 
England, will be fairs. I have, therefore, no manner of doubt in my mind 
that this resolution will not only be accepted by this Council but will be 
received by the whole Indian community in the same spirit in which 
it has been mox ed. 

Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: I do most heartily sup- 
poit Hie icsolution moved b\ mx bon’ble fnend, Mr. I) (\ (those, in 
connection wifli the impending gracious visit of His Koyal Highness the 
Prince of Wales, whom we hope to have the pleasure of welcoming in 
our midst before long. 

We, the people of India, traditionally loyal to our Sovereigns, eannot 
but look on an auspicious occasion like this with extreme joy and heart- 
felt gratitude. Difference of oaste and deed eannot stand before the 
emotions called up by the occasion. All communities alike bail the ad- 
vent of the august pel Nonage. (>ui Hindu brethren regard their king 
as (rod incarnate, while the Muhammadans consider him to be the 
shallow' of God (:t1 hllnh). 

We, the Indian subjects of His Imperial Dynasty, live far away from 
him. He generally knows us not so much from personal Contact as from 
what h® hears from others. Our manners and customs, our merits and 
demerits, our hopes and fears whatever thev may be, can be best studied 
by personal observation. There are our deti actors, as there must be 
everywhere. Let him, therefore, who, Ood willing, w ill have the care of 
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the millions of this land in his charge, see for himself how firm is our 
devotion to our Sovereign, how earnestly we wish for the regeneration of 
our native land through the British connection. Such visits, though few 
and far between, are productive of the highest good inasmuch as they 
establish that bond of affection and sympathy between the rulers and 
the ruled on which the future weal qf the country so much depends. 
Our humble efforts to express our deep loyalty cannot but touch the 
Royal heart and dispel what misapprehensions may exist therein. 

Numerous have been the benefits of the visits from our former Princes 
of Wales. The Reforms, recently introduced into the administration of 
India, have proved beyond doubt, the noble object with which the British 
Raj holds the country as a sacred trust. It is through the Reforms tlm t 
we have assembled to-dav in this historic Hall. Here, inspired by a 
noble resolve, the representatives of every shade of political thought 
and opinion have met. Tt is not for me. Sir, to recount here the numer- 
ous advantages of our connection with the British Raj. We are, what 
we are at present, thanks to their can* and protection. The British Raj 
has awakened in us the sense of freedom, justice and equality. The 
British Raj has given us a vivid foretaste of our rights and privileges 
by giving us a hand in the management of our country’s affairs. 1 am 
sure, I shall not be called a false prophet, if I say that the day is not far 
off when the burden of our responsibilities will increase with the acqui- 
sition of additional powers delegated to you by His Imperial Majesty — 
and the coming visit of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, will, 
doubtless, hasten the advent of that auspicious moment. 

I trust 1 am voicing the unanimous opinion of all the members of this 
House, vhen 1 say that the news of the visit has evoked a feeling of 
sincere gratification amongst us, Hie representatives of the people and 
that we are looking forward with eager and joyous anticipations to the 
day when we shall have the honour of welcoming in our midst the distin- 
guished heir to the British Throne, who has already made himself so 
genuinely popular in other parts of the British Dominions by his rare 
personal charm and winning manners. We rejoice that his Royal High- 
ness has included Calcutta in his itinerary and we beg to assure him that 
the feeling which animates His Gracious Majesty’s subjects in this 
province is one of unshakeable lovalty and unswearing devotion to the 
Grown. 

In all sincerity, 1, from mv heart of hearts, ask all the hon’ble 
colleagues and friends, individually and collectively, to show that we are 
fully nlive to what we have received and have been receiving at the hands 
of our most gracious Sovereign. Let us all show our gratitude to our 
mighty Sovereign, who so sincerely wishes that our future Ruler, his most 
beloved son, shall come to our midst to know his Indian subjects and 
be Known by them, thus following the example set by himself and his 
levered sire. The sky of politics may seem overcast with lowering 
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clouds at the present moment, but it is no idle vision to expect that this 
auspicious visit of llis Royal Highness will chase those clouds away 
and show us the silver lining behind them. The times of disquietude, 
which the country is passing through, will surely pass away, giving place 
to those of peace and happiness once again. 

Once more, I beg to give my whole-hearted support to the resolution 
which has been so ably moved and seconded. 

Mr. W. R* RAE: As a representative of the Europeans of the Presi- 
dency and Burdwun divisions, Kengal, and on their behalf, I most 
heartily support and associate myself with this resolution. His Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales can confidently count upon a hearty and 
sincere welcome in Bengal. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: On behalf of the community 
which 1 have the honour to represent, I desiie to associate myself whole- 
heartedly with the resolution that has been moved. "Whatever mis- 
givings might have aiisen in connection with certain incidents which 
occurred the other day, J have not the slightest hesitation m saying that 
the people of Bengal from one end of the country to the other are inspired 
by one sincere desire to pay their homage to the august Royal visitor, 
who is coming out to our country. Whatever might be our political 
differences, whether co-operators or non-co-operators, 1 am glad to find, 
even m the ranks of the bitterest opponents of the present system of 
administration in this country, this signal loyally to the Throne. At 
the meeting of the Dalhoiisie Institute, I find that the leader of the non- 
co-operators, who presided over the fund ion of that evening, has said, 
“ W e are loyal t < » the Throne, we are loyal to the King, we are loyal to 
the Biitish nation What does that show 7 ? That shows that the people 
ol Bengal, whatever their differences may be with rcgaid to the political 
measures or the administ ration of the country ait* all united in their 
loyalty to the llirone, to His Majesty the King and to tin* British nation, 
and I am sure that this message will be conveyed not only to the Throne, 
to His Majesty tin* King-Emperor, but also to the British nation. 

Maulvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: On behalf of the community 
which I have the honour to represent, I beg to associate myself w ith this 
resolution of according a hearty reception to His Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales. It is not only a lip service that we are going to perform 
but it is a duty which we ought to discharge at the moment when ITis 
Royal Highness has the pleasure of visiting this country. I think that 
there is not an iota of evidence on behalf of tin* non-co-pperators that the 
country does not want His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales to visit 
India and esneeiallv to visit Bengal. I think that it is a sufficient 
guarantee. The expression of opinion of different people of different 
shades of opinion is, I think, a guarantee that His Royal Highness will 
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receive a hearty reception from this land and I have the greatest pleasure 
in associating myself with this resolution. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: On behalf of the 
Muhammadans ol this Province, I beg to associate myself with this reso- 
lution of ottering a hearty welcome to His Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales. Of course at present the Muhammadan minds are exorcised 
over a vital question, but I assure you that no question of whatever 
importance can stand in the way of expiessing loyalty to the Throne and 
for the matter of that to the representative of His Imperial Majesty. 
The Muhammadan religion does not allow any dissimulation or any other 
kind of duplicity. The Muhammadan religion lays down, in clearest 
possible tei ms, that il'a Muhammadan finds the ( io\ ei nment uncongenial 
to him, the only course left to him is to leave the country. He is not 
allow (‘d to play the part ol a t raitor or a dissimulator so long as he remains 
in the country So long as he remains in the country he must be loyal 
to the ruling chief. Muhammadans consider the king as the shadow of 
(iod (al-liflah), and the Prince, the representative of His Majesty, will 
be considered in that spirit. Muhammadans cannot but be unflinch- 
ingly loyal to the Throne and to the person of 1 1 is Royal Highness I 
can assure this House that Muhammadans will never fall behind in show- 
ing their great lespect and loyalty to the high personage. 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: Homing line as a i epi esentat ive 
of the “ non- M u ha in nia da ns of the Huidwan distiiet, 1 beg to support 
tins resolution, as it should come fioni a dutiful, loyal, and blunt Rajput. 

Khan Bahadur KHWAJA MOHAMED AZAM: As a i epresentat ive 
of the Muhammadans of the Dacca district, I heartily suppoit the 
resol ut ion. 

Maulvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: I also heartils suppoit the lesolu- 
tion that has been moved bv Mi. 1). (\ (those. As a repi esentat ive of 
the district of Rajshahi, which is hackwaid m education and which for 
the first time has got its due share of i epi esentat ion in this Council, I 
think it my duty to accord welcome to the expected visit of His Royal 
Highness. I am sure that when His Ro\al Highness will come to this 
place, choruses of joy will prevail all over the country and the atmos- 
phere of bitterness, that is prevailing now in its woist form, will fade 
away. 

With these words, I heartily support the resolution. 

Mr. KRI8HNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: As a representa- 
tive of the working classes, 1 take this opportunity to associate myself 
with the gracious resolution so ably moved and supported. I talked 
to my working (lass friends and they all say, “ The Emperor’s son is 
coming, the country’s woes will end. ” It eleaily shows the deep attach- 
ment of the working men to the Throne and their anticipation that great 
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good would result from t lie gracious visit of the “ Prim*© of Wales M 
and “ Son oi the Emperor. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI spoke in Bengali in sup- 
jHjrt of the resolution. 

Maulvi SHAH MUHAMMAD CHAUDHURI : On behalf of the 
M uhammadans ol Malcla and dalpaiguri, 1 beg to give ni\ hearty support 
to this lesolution moved b\ iu\ friend Mr. 1). t\ (ihose. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: Allow me respect fully and heartih to 
support the lesolution Ihose of my country men who are eager to 
bo\cott t lie* l*i in* t » ’ s \isit fall to think that the K mg- Emperor and bis 
heir-appai ent should be abo\e politics. It is true that India is smarting 
undoi \ci\ great w longs but that is the fault of the bureaucracy. We 
want that the Khilafat w longs should be lighted and we desire that 
Muhammadan sentiments and feelings should bo respected. We also 
wish that all othei guidances of India should be icdiossed. We should, 
instead of bouotting the Piince of Wales’ visit, gi\e him a rousing 
i eoept ion an<l thus, himging the Ko\al Household to oui side, we shall 
be able to get what we want, bu the peisonal interest of Ihs (naeious 
Majesty the K mg- Em pei oi alone < an bring peace and good-will in the 
land 

Babu BHISHMADEV DAS; On behalf of the depressed classes of 
Bengal, w hom 1 ha\e tin* honour to represent, I w hole-heai tedly asso- 
ciate my '-(‘If with t he i esolut ion , and < on ve\ tlx* Io\ a I and dutiful homage 
of the hackwaid |H*ople of this Presidency to His Majesty tin* King- 
Empcro? . 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: On behalf of the non- 
Muhammadans of the 24-1’arganas Kural (Noithi whom I luive the 
honour to re]>resent heie, 1 desire to associate myself with the resolu- 
tion and give it my whole-hearted support. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I did not expect 
that this resolution would come on toi discussion to-day . I very much 
desired to make a speech dealing with the objections raised throughout 
my country . I at first thought that I should not speak at all, but if I 
did not do so, it would have been interpreted that the great educated 
community of this country, which I represent, are with the non-co- 
operators. So tar as I can gauge* their feelings, I believe the great 
majority of them are on the side* of the British Government. When 
supporting this lesolution, I ought not to support it on the* sentimental 
grounds of empire and the divinity of kings. I must give substantial 
leasons why we should stand by the British rule. It is incumbent upon 
me to do so, having regard to the fact that the public meeting of the 
citizens of the town of Calcutta, have declared that Do address be given. 
That was a got-up meeting, I say, a meeting which did not represent the 
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intelligent classes of this country; it represented the boys and the senti- 
mental people. On one side we hear of unreasoning loyalty, and the 
divinity of kings and empire, and on the other side we hear of charkas , 
non-co-operation and other things. But, can the substantial benefits of 
British rule be spoken away by speeches? What were we before the 
British came here, and what have the British done for us? That must 
be icmembered, and where shall we be if the British left us to-day, and 
if the Amir of Kabul or any other person 

The PRESIDENT: I think it would Ik* w r ise if members would not 

re I el to matters like this 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I will not speak any 
more. 

The PRESIDENT: Very good. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: As a representative of the Bengal 
National Chamber of Commerce, 1 have* the greatest pleasure in sup- 
porting this resolution. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: As an elected member of the 
Legislative Council from the district of Earidpur, and as a member of 
the medical community of Bengal, 1 whole-heartedly support the resolu- 
tion moved by Hr. T). C. Chose. 

Maulvi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: On behalf of the Mussulmans of 
the district of Rangpur, 1 whole-heartedly support the resolution moved 
by Mr. 1). 0. Chose. 

Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: As a representative of the 
landholders of the Chittagong division, 1 have pleasure in supporting the 
resolution. In this connection, I might mention, with your permission 
the cause of the difference in certain quarters regarding this. The fact 
is that there is no difference of opinion regarding the loyalty to the 
British Throne, but there is a feeling in the count n that much money 
should not be spent over the reception at the present moment. That is 
the feeling prevailing in the country, and it is not for want of lovaltv 
to the British Throne. [A voice: “ Hear, hear.”] Whatever it may 
* be, it is our duty and pleasure to grant a hearty reception to the august 
person who is coining here. 

AVith these remarks, 1 have much pleasure in supporting the reso- 
lution*. 

The PRESIDENT: T would ask members to carry this resolution by 
rising in their seats. 

The resolution, was carried unanimously, all members standing. 
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Government Bills. 

The Bengal Children Bill, 1921. 

The Hen’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM presented the report of the 
Select Committee on the Bengal Children Bill, 1921. 

I am sorry that the report could not be printed until just now. That 
is the reason w h\ a copy was not available to the members before the 
meeting. 

I wish to point out that the Select Committee lias reported that the 
Bill should be republished as there have been some material alterations. 
One material alteration is that the Select Committee has included girls 
within the scope of the Bill. On this point, there was a considerable 
volume of public opinion in support of the inclusion of girls, especially 
of the European and Christian communities. There were also some 
Indian associations which recommended that the girls should he dealt 
with in the same way as bovs I may say in this connection that, 
Oovcrnment were inclined not to include gills in the original Bill, not 
because tliev were in the fullest sympathy with the east* of the girls 
a'* with the case of the bo\s, but the Oovcrnment felt that, in a measure 
like tliis, they ought to proceed as cautiously as possible. In the ea-c 
of girls, Government did not feel quite sure of their ground us they were 
in the ease of hoys, especially as it is well-known that Indian opinion is 
very sensutive on all questions affecting girls. There was also another 
reason wh\ Government did not include girls in this Bill, and that was 
because it would he very difficult to have proper institutions for the train- 
ing of gills, and still moie difficult to find suitable employment for 
Indian girls after training. There was also the financial question. 
In these da\s of financial stringency, it was considered advisable that we 
should make a small beginning and, if we succeeded in the expet iment, 
to extend the scope of the Bill as widely as possible. But, as 1 have 
said, there was considerable public opinion in favour of dealing with 
the ease of neglected girls, and that opinion is especially strong in the 
(’hristian communities. As regards Indian opinion, it is not very 
clear at the moment, and that is one reason why the Select Committee 
decided that the Bill should he republished. Another point, which 
is rather important, is that an amendment has been suggested bv the 
Select Committee raising the age of the children dealt with under the 
Bill, from 12 to 14. There are also other amendments suggested, but 
they are more or less of minor importance. There are two dissent- 
ing notes added to the Bill, which will have to he considered wlicn the 
Bill is discussed. 

The Bengal Land Registration (Amendment) Bill, 1921. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN moved “ that the Bengal Land Registration Bill, 1921, be 
taken into consideration.” 
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The motion was put and agreed to. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY moved that for clause 2 
of the Bill, the following be substituted, namely : — 

‘ In the last paragraph of section 70 of the Land Registration Act, 
1870, as amended by the Eastern Bengal and Assam Land Registration 
(Amendment) Act, 1907, for the words “ two rupees ” the words “ five 
rupees ’ ’ shall be substituted.' " 

This is rathe] a technical point and its discussion in the Council is 
naturally inconvenient for its \ery technicality. Had this Bill been 
referred to a Select Committee, a talk across the table could have settled 
it to the satisfaction of even body. I am afraid that on the surface of 
if the matter may indeed seem a small one not worthy of any serious 
attention of the House. But it is not so. Had 1 not been convinced 
that a question of principle is invohed, I would novel have tumbled the 
House with m\ amendment. The Government has got to keep a record 
of the revenue-paving estates in its own interests and when you have a 
record, changes and alterations in it are inevitable, to keep it up to date, 
as new interests do come in and old ones fall apart. The more accurate 
and up to uate those recolds are kept, the more it helps the Government 
in smoothly realising its roxcnues It is as well to the benefit of the 
G( venunent In know who is leally liable for its revenues, and we expect 
the Government to be just and equitable in its dealings so that one’s 
lands be not sold off for anothei’s neglect, if tin* principle be accepted 
f hat you are entitled to demand fees for the keeping of \our own records 
for \oui i.mi benefits to help \ou in the realisation of join own dues, 1 
do not know where (hi* limit would be put. I do not know how many 
new’ lees cannot be thus held justifiable; your bankers, \<>ur grocers, 
jour tailors, in short, even one with whom \ou have any business trans- 
action, can demand special ad valorem fees to keep your accounts up to 
date 

Hike the Government, the zamindars have also got to keep elaborate 
accounts of their rent-pajing tenants. But the law distinctly prohibits 
them from chaiging an \ tees bn the maintenance ot their records. But, 
for the very same kind and quality of work for which the zamindars are 
prohibited from accepting an\ fee, the Government now proposes to de- 
mand a fee. The ways of the Government are really inscrutable. What 
is immoral for the zamindars is moral for the Government. It is nothing 
but a kind of alucah , a little extra, which, in the good old days, the 
Nawabs of Bengal used to extort from the zamindars in addition to their 
revenue, the lattei also in their turn were allowed to do the same in 
respect of their tenants. But this pernicious system of levying abu'ab 
was abolished long ago, and it would be a pity if it be revived again. 

The idea of tbia fee is inequitable in its origin. When Act XI of 1859 
was passed, this idea of making something out of this matter of main- 
taining the records, had never occurred to its framers. So also, when 
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the Land Registration Act of 1S7G was passed, it was not thought of. 
But the angle of vision changed later on. In the amending Bill of 190ti, 
when Mr. Hare was the Member in charge, it was for the first time pro- 
posed to levy a uniform fee of Rs. 2 for all applications for registration 
of names. Balm Ambika Oharan Mazumdar, the veteran leader, w ho 
was then a member of the ('mined opposed this proposal, but he was met 
with the reply that this small lee oi Rs. 2 was proposed simply to make 
it uniform with the other similar fees for registration of names. Even 
then it was not put forward that this fee was needed to bear the cost of the 
maintenance of the records. Perhaps it was even at that time thought 
to be absurd to demand money from other people for maintaining one’s 
own records in order. But it seems that the angle of vision has now 
(hanged so f a l that it has become oblique. And, the funniest part of 
the whole thing is that when proposing to le\ \ an ad ralorcm fee, the 
Ilon’ble Mover, unmindful oi the inheient fallacy , advances the follow- 
ing arguments in his Statement of Objects and Reasons. He saxs: 


It is not considered equitable that tin* adimnistraiion oi sepal ate accounts, tin* 
owning ot which benefits onh the apple ants, should he a burden on the general 
tnx-payerw. 


Fust ot all, no one wants it to be a bin den on tin* general tux-payer*. 
The whole income from Land Rexenue is there, and any cost of main- 
tenance oi the Land Rexenue iciomN is eminent 1\ a fit charge on that. 
And then, Sn , w henever \ ou mtioduce the principle of ad ralorcm leeH, 

\ on make one who pa\s the laigei rexenue stiller for one who pays a 
los'uu amount, beiause the work mxnlxed m both the case is flit* same. 
The H on’ble Membei talks of equitx, but is this really equitable? 

And Sir, is the raising of the fees a necessity ? If we examine the 
Rand Revenue Reports of the last few jears it will lx* patent to ever t \- 
hodx that, on an average, the fees realised for land registration exceed 
the expenditure therefor. 1 am quoting from the Reports: — 

In 1915-1G, the fees realised were Rs 1 .‘1,220 and the expenditure amounted 
to onh its f>, 08 d In rtie respective figures were, lees realised Rs 0,0-12. 

c xpemliture Rs 4,101, in 1018-10, fees realised were Rs. 7,4(11, expenditure 
Rs 8. JH>4 In 1010-20 fees realised were Rs 7,1. , V3 and expenditure Rs 1,810. 


So on an average the Government has been distinctly the gainer all along, 
and I think the House will agree with me in thinking that an increment 
of this gain based on such basically wrong principle, is not a necessity. 
Then Sir, how manx fresh an mints an* opened even veai. I inev men- 
tion here that as new accounts are opened, a large number of old ones are 
closed every year. In some tears the number of old accounts closed has 
even exceeded the number of new ones opened, e.g., in the year 1919-20, 
the number of new accounts opened was 1,013 and that of old accounts 
closed was 1,754. The average also of the last few years shows that only 
about 353 fresh accounts are opened a year and that spread over the 
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whole province of Bengal. Ls it such a heavy task that the existing 
staff of the different collectorates of the whole Province cannot cope 
with it? 

Tn conclusion I must enter my emphatic protest against levying any 
fee on the ground of maintenance of records. I am also opposed to the 
introduction of the principle of ad valorem fees. I also ought to 
mention that the opinions of three of the public bodies of Bengal, 
which aie all that have been received till now and circulated to the mem- 
ber*, are all opposed to the proposed change. The British Indian 
Association says : — 

They think the ml valorem fee proposed to be levied, will create great hardship 
to small owners. 

The Dinajpur Landholders Association says: — 

In the opinion of the Association it would be inequitable to levy ar additional 
fee for maintaining the separate accounts . . . The proposed additional fee 

would he something like an abwab. 

However, Sir, if the Hon’ble Member’s intention be only to increase 
the existing rate ot the uniform fee for applications, we are prepared to 
agree to a reasonable increase. With this end in view, 1 move my 
amendment which makes the uniform rate of the fee Rs. 5 instead of the 
existing rate of Rs. 2 only. And as I have said before tin’s is a small 
matter, 1 have no intention of pressing this amendment to a division. 

I leave it entirely in the hands of the Hon’ble Member; if I have been 
able to convince him of the reasonableness of my arguments, I appeal to 
him to accept m\ amendment. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: At the very outset, 1 must say that the idea underlying tilt* 
amendment of the Act is somewhat different not only in principle but 
in practice as well, from what has been conveyed to this House by Kumar 
Sliih Shekhareswar Ray. We have been told in so many words that in 
levying this fee in the past, we have been indulging in profiteering bv 
levying an abwab and taking more than we needed or what should have 
been our share. The Kumar, with bis usual flow of language, has found 
fault with my language in tin* Statement of Objects and Reasons and he 
lias excelled himself whim he has said that while the Government levy an 
abwab , or at least what he terms an abwab , the zamindars do not in any 
way take anything from their tenants for recording in their sherista the 
names of the tenants and their co-sharers; T do not know if the nazar or 
salami on the transferred raiyati lands is not. in a round about way, the 
zamindars’ share for this recording in his sherista. But, Sir, it is no 
good entering into details with the Kumar in a matter in which he has 
taken up the attitude of considering that the Government’s desire to 
increase the fee is absolutely wrong in principle and, as such, is not wor- 
thy of support. What we have to consider is this: is the Government 
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justified in incurring* cost in a matter which may possibly, in cases where 
Government may be the zamindar itself, be to the advantage of Govern- 
ment, but as a matter of general and broad principle, are we to incur this 
cost from the public, when it is without doubt more or less for the benefit 
of the parties who come forward for registration? We find that on an 
average w«» realise under section 70, at the rate of Its. 2 for an applica- 
tion, over Rs 4,000 a year. This sum is received but there the Govern- 
ment’s duty does not end, because t lie Government has got to administer 
the keeping of a separate account and it is a wrong principle that in 
administering these separate accounts we should meet them out of the 
general funds. On an average, I do not know, it may be possible that 
in some years t lie closing of the old accounts according to the extracts 
read out by the Kumar Sahib from the Revenue Reports, may have ex- 
ceeded the number of the opening of the new accounts; but from our offi- 
cial statistics we find that t lie average number of separate accounts opened 
every year is 1,044 and that the estimated cost of administering separate 
accounts is over Rs. 10,000 Now, for that very reason in bringing in 
t hi s amendment, we have* calculated that the estimated receipts accord- 
ing to t he scales that wo haw proposed in the Bill would come to a 
little less tli an the amount that 1 have mentioned; and in doing this, 
we have taken into eonsideraton, of course, Rs. 4,000 that we now got 
on an average under section 70. The reason why we calculated on the 
new scales is that in view of the cost of establishment which is bound to 
go up it effect is to be gi\en to the recommendut ions made by the Minis- 
teiial Officers Sahuies ( ommittee (which will in due course come Indore 
this Council for consideration), even what we have estimated will not 
fully meet the requirements; but it will to a great extent meet what 
we have now to spend. On behalf of Government in maintaining these 
iceoids ne have thought it necessaiv to propose in this amendment of the 
Bill the consolidating of t lie scales I have mentioned. None of the 
amendments which are before the Council to-day will bring us anything 
near the amount which we have estimated by the levying of the new 
fees If ft is the desire of this Gounod that the present practice should 
continue that out of the public funds Government should maintain at 
its cost these records which to a great extent are not to the benefit of the 
Government as the Kumar Sahib says, but to the benefit of the 
parties themselves, the responsibility must lie with the Council and not 
with the Government. Government has thought fit that, in view of 
the present condition of things and in view of the principle which was 
brought to the notice of Government by the Salaries Committee of 
1905-0G, and after consultation with public bodies when the original Bill 
was drafted, it is not right that public funds should be spent on a matter 
of this kind. If the Council thinks otherwise, as T have already said the 
responsibility must rest with this Courted. If in view of the present 
state of finances the zamindars as well as those who hold land and who 
have to come under the purview of this Act consider that this extra 
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amount that we propose to levy should not he granted, it is lor this 
Council to decide that point. On behalf of Government, however, 1 am 
sorry that I am unable to accept this amendment. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : J thought that when the 
Bill was introduced Government are losing every year from the gen- 
eral public revenues, in meeting the expenses a very substantial amount 
tor the convenience oi the very few, 1 . e., those who are interested in 
having their accounts separated. 1 therefore put a question with a view 
to uscei turning v\ hat was the probable income and the probable expendi- 
ture on the subject. In leply to my question (No. 124 — unstarred) 1 am 
told by the llon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadui ol Burdwan that it is 
very difficult to ascertain the leal amount. But it is estimated that 
the annual income is its. 4,000 and the expenditiue will be about 
Its. 10,000. Kumar Nlnb Shekhareswar Ray has shown that there 
is a conflict of opinions on this matter and that there is no such 
loss to the public revenues, at least for two or three years, by 
leferring to the Land Revenue Administration Reports; and 1 
was anxiously waiting to hear what reply was given on behalf of 
Government. I have not been satisfied by the reply that there is really 
a serious loss to the public revenues. The view that for opening separate 
accounts the public should not suffer is also applicable to the partition 
of estates. Numerous small estates are coming into existence but on 
that account no fee is going to be charged. 1 do not know whether 
in that case it iovcis tin* expendituie inclined h\ tin* amount received 
on that account. However that may be, in this particular instance, we 
are not satisfied that there is any real loss. If that is so, and even if 
then be 1,1)00 additional accounts annually all over Bengal, there being 
2f) oi 2b districts in Bengal, there will be only about 00 accounts in each 
district; and it will amount to a small increase. As I do not think that 
much expenditure will be inclined, 1 oppose the amendment. What wv 
expect to get by this proposed amendment would not be a very appre- 
ciable amount ; and for that small expenditure I do not think that we 
should be justified in raising the amount of fee already charged. We 
have been heard in the replv that it is not possible to prepare a satisfactory 
account and 1 therefore think that it would be improper on our part to 
support the amendment and to raise the fee for land registration. In 
this view of the matter I oppose the amendment. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT REVENUE DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. W. S. Hopkyns): There are one or two points in this rather technical 
matter which I w'ould like to explain. lo begin with, perhaps some 
members of the House do not know what is meant by the opening of 
sepai ate accounts. The object of opening a separate account is to pro- 
tect the co-sharers. If a proprietor sells a part of his estate, then two 
people will become liable for the land revenue payable for the estate. 
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Supposing one of those persons does not pay his share, then the whole 
estate will become liable to be sold under the Sale Law when the feist 
becomes overdue To avoid that risk to the two proprietors in the case 
I mention, they can open separate accounts. The result of that will 
be tha< it one of the proprietors pays bis shaie of t lie revenue and the 
other does m>t, the share of the former will not be put up to sale unless 
the sale of the defaulting share fails to realise the arrears and the whole 
estate thus becomes liable. 

Then, Sir, as regards the amendment moved b\ Kumai Sliib Shekha- 
icswar Ray. there is one point to which I would like to draw attention, 
because it is a point to which objection was made when the miginal draft 
Rill was circulated for opinion It was pointed out then that not even 
pel mui who files an application tot a sepaiato account has his application 
granted. It will be appal ent that, if we accept the K uniiir’s a mcmlment , 
whnh makes the whole tee payable when the application is filed instead 
of making an additional fee payable after the application is granted but 
before the account is opened, those* poisons who pa\ the application fee 
and have* then application rejected will lose* Rs f> instead of losing R,s. 2 
as t lie \ do now The scheme of the Rill is, I think, quite clear. The 
picsent law is that befoie an application can be received for the opening 
ot a separate account, a too of Rs 2 must be* paid. It ma\ be said that 
that fee represents, so tar as the* Government is concerned, the cost of 
dealing with the application The* application is ele*alt with by a depart- 
ment quite* different to the one which eleals with tin* maintenance of the 
i even uc* accounts It j s dealt with by what is railed the* at u n sink Junta in 
the Collector’s office Once an aceount has been opened, it is maintained 
in the* Tauzi department, i e . the* ele*paifmen< which keeps the ace'ounts 
of the collection of land io\enue*. We finel that the receipts from the 
Rs. 2 fee come* to about Rs 3,600 oi, mughl\, Rs d, 000 a year ; that sum 
goes to the maintenance e>f the establishment necessaiy for dealing with 
these applications, arnl if pa\s nothing towards the* maintenance of these* 
accounts. It should be remembeieel that these accounts arc maintained 
simply in the interest of the poison who wishes to have a separate* 
a« count. The e*ost of maintaining separate accounts has be*en estimated 
on the figures of the last o \eais to ainouiit to something like* Rs. 10,060 
and the receipts we estimate to get from the scale e>f tees proposed in 
the Rill come to Rs. 16,030. I think that the Council will agree that the 
people who benefit b\ this arrangement are the people who ought to 
pay for it, and that the public should not be required to pay for the keep- 
ing of separate accounts w’hich benefit onl\ a small number of people. 
For these reasons, I hope that the proposals embodied in the Rill will 
be accepted as reasonable. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAYS I have nothing further to 
add to what I have already said. I thought that the Hon’ble Member 
in charge would accept my amendment. 
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The amendment was then put and a division taken with the follow- 
ing result : — 


AYES. 


Chaudhuri, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Haflzar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendranath. 

Doss, Rai Bahadur Pyan Lai. 

Chose, Rai Bahadur Jogendra Chunder. 
Khan Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Muhammad Ershad Ah. 

Law, Raja Reshee Case. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu sarat Chandra. 
Mulliok, Babu Surendra Hath. 


Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. 

Raikat, Mr. Prasanna Deb. 

| Ray, Babu Surendra Hath. 

| Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Upendra Lai. 

Ray Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Babu Jogendra Nath. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunith 
Chandra. 

Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath. 
Sarkar, Babu Rishindra Nath. 


NOES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhone. 

Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin. 
Ahmed, Maulvi Yakuinuddm. 

Aii, Maulvi A. H. M. Wazir. 

Ali, Mr. Syed Nasim. 

Alt, Munshi Amir. 

All, Munshi Ayub. 

Arhamuddin, Maulvi anandakar. 

Banerjea, the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath. 
Banerjee, Rai Bahadur Abinash Chandra. 
Barma, Rai Sahib Panohanan. 

Barton. Mr. H. 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Biss, Mr. E. E. 

Bompas, Mr. C H. 

Bose, Mr S. M. 

Chaudhuri, Babu Kishori Mohan 
Chaudhuri, the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid 
Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Cochran, Mr. A. 

Currie, Mr. W. C. 

Das, Babu Bhishmadev. 

Oey, Mr. C C. 

Donald. Mr. J. 

Frenoh, Mr F. C. 

Chose, Mr. D- C- 
Gupta, Mr. N. B. 

Hopkyns, Mr. W. 8. 

The Ayes he mg L’O, and the Noe 


Huq, Maulvi Ekramul. 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul, 
j Karim, Maulvi Fazlal. 

Kerr, the Hon'ble Mr. J. H. 

Khan, Babu Devendra Lai. 

Khan, Maulvi Md. Raftque Uddin. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon’ble. 

I^Makramali, Munshi. 

■ Marr, Mr. A. 

I Mitter, the Hon'ble Mr. P. C. 

Mukherjee, Babu Nitya Dhone. 

Mullick, Babu Nirode Behary. 

| O'KIncaly, Lt.-Col. Frederick. 

O'Malley, Mr. L. S. S. 

| Pahlowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Payne, Mr. C. F. 

Rahim, the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur. 

| Rauf, Maulvi Shah Abdur. 

Roy, Babu Nalini Nath. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mohan Singh. 

I Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh, 
i Sinha, Babu Surendra Narayan. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Watson Smyth, Mr. R. M. 

Wheeler, the Hon’ble Sir Henry. 

■s f>‘{, the motion was lost. 


Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: In view of the amendment just 
lost, 1 fear that it may he difficult for me to get my amendment passed 
by the Council. But I depend upon the sense of justice of this House 
and, therefore, I press mv amendment. It runs thus: “ That in clause 
2 of the Bill, for the words from ‘an additional fee’ to the end of the 
clause, the words ‘a fee of four rupees is paid by the applicant’ be 
substituted. ” 

Now, Sir, in the Statement of Objects and Reasons, it has been 
pointed out that this additional fee is to be levied for the subsequent 
administration of the separate accounts. It may not be known to many 
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members of this House that before 1906 no fee was levied- I am reading 
out from the Board’s proceedings of 29th April, 1882, where it has been 
said that the law does not provide for the levy of fees for application for 
opening separate accounts and therefore they should not be levied. That 
was the angle of vision in 1882. Now the angle of vision began to change 
in 1906 when rt was enacted that, notwithstanding anything hereinbefore 
contained, no application under this section and under sections 10 and 
II of Act IX of 1859 shall be received unless it is accompanied by a fee 
of Rs. 2. The Hon’ble Babu Ambika (’Imran Mazumdar said, on the 
occasion when the Bengal Registration (Amendment) Bill was being 
discussed in 190b. that “ it. was not suggested that a separate estab- 
lishment was required for the purpose and I do not understand why we 
should impose a tax upon such an application, however small 
it may be.” We have heard at gieat length what the Hon’ble Maha- 
r.ipulhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan has said hut he has not mentioned 
the necessity of maintaining a separate establishment, 1 would point 
out another thing. It has been promised that a sliding scale 
ot fees would he levied. I cannot understand wh\ there should be a 
difference of scale here. The amount of labour required for maintain- 
ing the accounts for Rs. 10 would be the sume as it would be 
required for maintaining an account for over Rs. Hit) and no cuse lias 
hcen made out for pioposing a sliding scale. I object to tins portion 
of the Bill on a matter of principle. The subsequent maintenance of 
the leeords of the Tauzi department is a charge on the revenue of the 
piovinee and it is a fallacy to sa\ that the public, the general taxpayer, 
should he burdened with the cost foi the maintenance of these accounts! 
Hie landholders have already been paying their revenue and there 
should be no fresh imposition upon them. It is in the nature of an 
ahwab as has been said befoie. Sir, I would appeal to the members who 
do not belong to the landholding community that if they now try to help 
the imposition of this unjustifiable nhmih upon the landholders they 
would be doing something which is absolutely wrong. Theie are men 
of o t he? classes such as pleaders, mahajans, jotedars, ete., who now invest 
the'r money in land and this proposed legislation would affect them ;<s 
much as the landholding class. Government is not going to raise the 
salaries of the ministerial officers by more than 100 per cent, any where. 
It may be reasonable for them to say that when they have to pay higher- 
salary, zamindars should also contribute something. T propose there- 
fore that, instead of Rs. 2, a fee of Rs. 4 he paid by the applicant. I 
demand bare justice from this House upon this question. 

With these few words, T beg that mv amendment he carried 
Babu HITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: When the mover first began 
to speak we all thought that he was going to withdraw his amendment 
especially, as he knew the fate of the last amendment. Sir, the aims 
and objects of the Bill have been clearly stated by the Member in charge 
and the mover of the amendment has not made it clear as to why the 
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ordinary taxpayers should pay money for the benefit of the landlord. 
Thiee things are to be considered in this connection. Firstly, that the 
ordinary taxpayers should not pay the money; secondly, that the 
amendments have all come trom t lie landlords; and thirdly, that it is 
only in the interests ot landlords that we are being asked to pay. I 
submit that under these ciicunistances we should oppose the amendment. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: 1 oppose this 
amendment. As has been explained by the mover of the Bill as well as 
by Mr. Hopkyns that the money realised for maintaining a separate 
account falls far short of the money which is required for maintaining 
an account for ever; therefore the fees that are to be realised from the 
landlord should repiesent the capitalised value of the cost which is 
necessary for maintaining the Tauzi office establishment . And when 
effect is given to tin* Salaiies ( \>ni m it tee’s Repoit this expenditure will 
he greatei. So it is reasonable and piopcr that the fees paid b\ the land- 
lord should be raised under the Art. 1 mav also mention here that this 
salutary provision has been embodied in the Act for the benefit of the 
landlords and to save their (‘states from the hammer of the (Vdlector. 
The landlords should thank (l<a eminent that it has saved the whole 
estate from being put up to auction. I may mention here that by keeping 
a separate account small co-sharers will be saved from ruin, as it is not 
unoften the case in the mufassal that the richer co-sharer wilfully neg- 
lects paying the revenue so that the whole estate nia\ be put up to 
auction and he would have* a chance of buying it up. 1 think, taking into 
consideration the fact that these provisions aie entnelv foi the benefit 
of the landlords who are also believed to be rich, that this amendment 
should be rejected. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The sjHu ial pleading made by Babu* Tankanath Ohau- 
dhuri would have |H‘ihaps moved me if the question was that every 
zamindar was going to sufTci under this amending Bill. It has been 
made quite clear b\ the statement supplemented by Mr. Tlopkvns 

as to who is reall\ benefited by tin* opening of these separate 

accounts. Now, if that statement is accepted by this Council to be the 
correct view of the situation, the main principle underlying this amend- 
ing Bill is that the cost of administering sej>arate accounts should 
be borne by the beneficiaries and not by the general public, and it is 
with this object that this Bill has been introduced. The 
existing law regarding the levy of fees on the opening of separate 
accounts is, as everybody knows, contained in section 70 of the Land 
Registration Act of 1870. When tin* Bill to amend the Land Registra- 
tion Act was introduced in the old Bengal Council in the year 1905, it 

was explained that the keeping of accounts opened under the Land 

Registration Act caused much trouble and that there was no valid 
reason why a fee should not be levied as in the case of applications under 
sections 10 and 11 of Act XI of 1859. The Select Committee appointed 
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to consider the Bill were of opinion that a uniform fee of Rb. 2 should 
be levied. A provision was therefore made in section 70 for the levy of 
a uniform fee of Rs. 2 in all cases. The Committee appointed by Govern- 
ment in 1905 to draw up a scheme for improving- the pay and position 
sf ministerial officers and to suggest measures for the reduction of work 
bad urged the desirability of restricting the multiplication of separate 
accounts which not only necessitated a larger establishment in Tauzi 
ind Certificates offices but also caused a considerable increase of work 
in every department of the Collectorate. Reports showed that more 
than one-third of the cost of the Tuuzi establishment was due to the 
existence of these separate accounts. The opinion was therefore expressed 
hat some limitation to the opening of these accounts should he imposed 
vith the intention of preventing an excessive increase of clerical 
vork. This opinion did not in itself suffice to justify the withdrawal 
>f a benefit which had been conferred upon proprietors by legislation, 
nit it was not in the opinion of Government unreasonable to ask that the 
expenditure on the additional work involved should he borne, by the 
jeneficiaries and not by the general public as figures show to he gen- 
rally the case at present. In order to impose a check on the opening of 
.ccounts two courses might be followed — either a limit might be placed 
>n the amount of revenue for which separate accounts could he opened 
»r a fee might he imposed which would recoup Government the cost of the 
xtra establishment necessitated by it. If the first of these two courses 
rere adopted, it was considered that it would pres** hard on petty co- 
harers and leave them at the mercy of rich co-sharers. This proposal 
ras, therefore, rejected — and rightly rejected. With regard to the 
eeond alternative, statistics collected by the Board of Revenue showed 
hat the average number of applications for separate accounts granted 
very year amounts to over Rs. 1,018. On the basis of a uniform rate of 
Is. 2 a fee, now in force, the annual receipts, as Mr. Hopkyns mentioned 
n his speech on the previous amendment, come to Rs. 3,000. If the 
pplieations rejected but for which the fee is realised are taken into 
onsideration , then Rs. 4,000 is % a fair figure to calculate as annual 
eceipts. The cost of the collection of separate accounts amounts 
pproximately to one-third of the Tauzi charges, viz., Rs. 22,000. The 
ost incurred by the estate in administering separate accounts is thus 
•aid for by the holders only to a small extent and a greater portion of the 
xpenditure is borne by the general public. It was considered that the 
dministration of separate accounts the opening of which benefits the 
pplicants only, should not he a burden on the general tax-pavers. Tt 
ras therefore proposed to adopt the second course which, while making 
be separate accounts staff self-supporting, would also impose some 
imitation on the undue growth of these accounts. The Board of 
Revenue, after a detailed examination of the expenditure incurred in 
he collection pf land revenue, reported that the collection of each 
nstalment of revenue for which a separate account had been opened 


* 
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involved an expenditure in excess of the normal expenditure incurred 
in the collection of land revenue, the capitalised cost of wliich at 5 per 
cent, would be Rs. 3 per instalment or hist. The Board, therefore, 
proposed that the existing fee of Rs. 2, which covers the cost of actually 
opening a separate account, should continue and that additional fees 
should be charged for administering separate accounts when opened. 
The fees thus proposed by the Board were Rs. 3 for estates paying revenue 
in one instalment, and Rs. (i, Rs. 9 and Rs. 12 for estates paying revenue 
in 2, 3 and 4 instalments, respectively. This proposal was circulated 
to various associations for opinion. The opinions received varied. Some 
accepted the proposals as just. The main objections however made by 
them were that a small co-sharer would suffer as he would have to pay 
the same fee as a rich proprietor, and though t lie proposed fee might be a 
trifle for the latter they would make it difficult for the former to afford 
the privilege of opening a Separate account. In other words the objec- 
tion amounted to a preference foi some kind of an ad valorem scale in 
order tg save the small co-sharer fiom having to pay too much for 
opening' a separate account Another objection was that persons 
whose applications foi opening separate accounts are rejected should not 
be required, to pay the additional fees which are intended to meet the cost 
of administering separate accounts. For these reasons it may be stated 
that the second objection which was taken up by different associations 
has been met and no additional fee to cover the cost of administration 
will be imposed in the case of applications which are rejected. The 
fee will be paid after the application is sanctioned but before the account 
is actually opened. This is made clear by the Bill which contemplates 
two stages for the provision in the law, if the Bill is passed, will be 
— (1) that no application should be received unless it is accompanied 
by a fee of Rs. 2 ; and (2) that no separate account shall lie opened unless 
the additional fee is paid. The other objection that a small co-sharer 
would suffer if the additional fees were to vary in amounts in accord- 
ance with the principle of lasts or instalments in which the land reve- 
nue of the estate is payable was carefully considered by Government 
in consultation with the Board of Revenue. The fact that the number 
of lasts or instalments depend on the amount of land revenue payable, 
although this was the land revenue payable for the whole estate, led to 
the suggestion, which has now' been incorporated in the present Bill, 
that instead of a fep varying in accordance wdth the number of Icists in 
which the land revenue is payable, there should be substituted a fee 
proportionate to the amount of land revenue payable for the separate 
account. It was agreed that this suggestion would meet the objection 
made in the interest of the small co-sharer and inquiries were then made 
to ascertain the n timber of separate accounts paying land revenue of 
amounts not exceeding Rs. 10, Rs. 50 and Its. 100 and exceeding Rs. 100. 
Figures obtained by these inquiries enabled the Board of Revenue to draw 
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up a scale of fees which would recoup Government for the cost of adminis- 
tering separate accounts and would at the same time make th6 petty co- 
sharer’s payment more or less proportionate to 4he revenue payable by 
him. It is tliis scale which has now been incorporated in the Bill. Babu 
Tankanath Chaudhuri’s amendment would limit the additional fee in all 
cases to Rs. 4 which is the amount proposed in the Bill as the additional 
fee for a separate account for which the land revenue payable does not 
exceed Rs. 10. It would be clear from what has been stated above that 
if these amendments were accepted not only would the petty co-sharer 
be made to pay the same fee as the more wealthy proprietor but the 
total amount of fees which would be payable on account of separate 
accounts would not be sufficient to make the separate account pay for 
the cost of their administration. The amendment, therefore, is not one 
which can be accepted, if the two principles are to be followed, viz., 
that the cost of administering separate accounts should be borne by the 
beneficial ies and not by the general public, and that the scale of fees 
should he such as not to pi ess too hard on the small co-sluirer. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: 1 have heard what the Hon’ble 
the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur has said but I do not see any reason why 
I should give up my point. The thing is this that when Government 
is not going to increase the pay of the ministerial officers by more than 
100 per cen!., with what sense of justice can they demand and enhance 
tin* fee from the landholders >o sncl. a high scale. I leave it to the sense 
of the Council to decide the question and I have nothing further to add. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Maulvi ABDUL KARIM moved “ that in clause 2 of the Bill, for 
the four proposed additional fees, the following shall be substituted, 
respectively, m the order mentioned, namely, — 

4 one rupee ; 
two rupees; 
five rupees; 
ten rupees.’ ” 

At present a uniform rate of Rs. 2 is levied for every separate 
acount irrespective of the value of such accounts. This is, to my mind, 
highly inequitable and unjust- It cannot be justified on any ground 
that a separate account with a revenue of Rs. 5 or Rs. ]() should pay the 
same fees as an account bearing a rental of Rs. 500 or more. If anv 
alteration is to be effected in the existing rate, I think the rates should 
he made to vary according to the value of each separate account. But 
the a<l ml ore in fee proposed in the Bill under consideration is too high 
and excessive and will tell very heavily upon the proprietors desiring 
to open separate accounts. The opening out of separate accounts is also 
an advantage to Government from an administrative point of view. 
Good and honest part proprietors suffer severe hardship in case of joint 

J 1 
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accounts owing to the laches and dishonesty of other small shareholders 
who find it convenient for them not to pay regularly and thereby compel 
bigger shareholders to bear the entire burden, in almost every hist , to 
save their larger interest. This often leads to repeated sales of joint 
revenue-paying estates and hearing of a large number of appeals and 
objections bv the revenue authorities, while, on the other hand, the inno- 
cent shareholders suffer for the wickedness of dishonest parties. There- 
fore no obstacle ought to be thrown, both in the interest of the Govern- 
ment as well as of the proprietors, in the way of opening separate 
accounts. On the contrary all reasonable facilities should be allowed 
in opening out such accounts. The incidence of ad valorem fee provided 
in the Bill would be very heavy and I am afraid if such high fees be 
levied the collection will be far in excess of the requirements of the 
Revenue Department for meeting the cost of extra work as mentioned in 
the Objects and Reasons of the Bill. 

With therte few words, commend my amendment to the acceptance 
of the Council and of the Government. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: I have nothing to add. I oppose the motion for the 
reasons which I have already given. 

Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur! 1 rise to support the amend- 
ment on the ground that it is in keeping with the object of Government. 
Government have proposed a sliding scale of fees, and I think the 
scab* of fees as proposed by the mover is quite reasonable. He has 
suggested that a scale of Re. 1, Rs. 2, Its 5 and Rs. 10 should be sub- 
stituted for the four proposed additional fees. We do not know whether 
the original amendment has been marked out in consideration of the 
total expenditure as has been pointed out by the Maharajadhiraja Baha- 
dur of Bind wan. The fact remains there. It seems to be rather very 
high. Take for instance the first suggestion of Rs. 4 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: May I explain one thing to the speaker? He evidently 
thinks that by the sliding scale which we have proposed in the Bill we 
are going to realise more than is necessary. If we are to accept the 
mover’s amendment, it will only bring in Rs. 5,000 and odd, whereas we 
hn\c calculated our requirements to be Rs. 10,000 and odd and for, 
that leason the sliding scale has been proposed. 

Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: We have not been able to 
follow the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan as to whether this 
calculation is based on the actual facts and over what period it has 
been spread for arriving at the figure mentioned by him. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: We have calculated on the average of five years; and we 
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have calculated that our requirements would be lls. 16,000 and odd, 
estimating the cost of administering separate accounts. If we accept 
any of the amendments — two have already l>een lost — or the amendment 
that is to be moved hereafter, we will only get Us. 5,000 and odd out of 
the Rs. 16,000 and odd we require and we have for that very reason 
enunciated the principle that public funds should not be diverted but 
that the beneficiaries themselves should bear the burden in this matter. 
On that principle it is quite wrong to accept anything except the sliding 
scale which we have .provided in the Bill, and for that reason Govern- 
ment are not prepared to accept the amendment. 

Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: It is not proper that a separate 
account holder with a revenue not exceeding Rs. 10 — it may be one rupee 
or two rupees — should pay the same fee as the holder of an account 
bearing a rental of Rs. 500. If it is a question of one rupee he will 

have to pay Rs. 1 which is hardly fair and relying on that principle 

we have suggested, as the mover of this amendment has proposed, that 

this scale should he substituted for the scale provided in the Bill. That 

is the point we are aiming at. 

With these icinarks, I beg to support the amendment of Maulvi 
A hcliil Karim. 

Maulvi ABDUL KARIM: T have notbi ng further to add. 

The motion was then put and a division was taken with the follow- 
ing result : — 


AYES. 


Charmakar, Babu Rank Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Maulvi Shah Muhammad 
Chuadhuri, Sir Ashutosh. 

Dots, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai. 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Karim, Maulvi Fazlul. 

Khan, Maulvi Hamid-ud-din. 
Makramali, Munshi. 


Moitra, Dr. Jatindra Nath. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu sarat Chandra. 
Raikat, Mr. Prasanna Dab. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Upandra Lai. 
Roy, Babu Jogandra Kriahna. 

Roy, Babu Jogandra Nath. 

Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath. 


• NOE8. 


Afxal, Nawabzada K. M. Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmad, Maulvi Azaharuddin. 

Ahmad, Maulvi Yakuinuddin. 

Aloy, Mr. s, Mahboob. 

Ali, Mr. Syod Nasim. 

Arhamuddin, Maulvi Khandakar. 

Banarjaa, tha Hon’bla Sir Surandra Nath. 
Barma, Rai Sahib Panohanan. 

Ba»u, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

•ita, Mr. E. E. 
lorn pas, Mr. C- H. 

Bosa, Mr- S. M. 

Cathcart, Mr- M. 

Chaudhuri, tha Hon’bla tha Nawab Saiyid 
Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Das, Babu Bhishmadav. 

Oaa Gupta, Babu Nibaran Chandra. 

Day, Mr. C- C. 

Danald, Mr. 4 . 


i Frtnofl, Mr. F. 0. 

Chosa, Mr. D. C. 

Cupta, Mr. N. B. 

Hopkyns, Mr. W. S. 

Karr, tha Hon’bla Mr. J. H. 

Khan, Babu Davandra Lai. 

Khan, Maulvi Md. Raftqua Uddin. 

Lang. Mr. J. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
tha Hon'bla. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MoKanzia, Mr. D. P. 

Mittar, tha Hon'bla Mr. P. C. 

Mukharjaa, Babu Nitya Dhona. 

Jituliick, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Naskar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

O’kinaaly, Lt.-Coi. F radar ick. 

| O'Mallay, Mr. L. S. 8. 

Pah Iowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
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Payot, Mr. C. F. 

Rahim, th« Hon’ble fir Abd-ur. 

Rauf, Maulvi Shah Abdur. 

Ray, Babu Sursndra Nath. 

Ray Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Mr. J. E. 

The Ayes being 15 and the N 


; Roy, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mohan Singh. 

Sinha, Babu Surondra Narayan. 

! Watson-Smyth, Mr. R. M. 

Wheeler, tha Hon'ble Sir Honry. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

>s being 47, the motion waB lost. 


8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ being absent, the amendments 
standing in his name were deemed to have been withdrawn. 

They were as follows : — 


SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: “That in clause 2 of the Bill, for 
the four proposed additional fees, the following shall be substituted, 
respectively, in the order mentioned, namel\, — 

‘ two rupees eight annas; 
three rupees ; 
four rupees; 
five rupees.’ ’’ 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: “ 1 ’hat at the end of clause 2 of 
the Bill, the following be added, namely, — 

‘In the case of a proprietor selling a small share of his estate the pur- 
chaser of which does not apply for a separate account being opened, 
the original proprietor may apply for a separate account to be opened 
in respect of his share, and on payment by him of the above fees shall 
be entitled to have such separate account opened.’ 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN moved “that the Bill, as settled in ('nunei], be passed.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The PRE8IDENT: Shah Ryed Kmdadul Haq has made a request 
that the motion standing :u his name should be postponed. I postpone 
it to the bottom of the lion-ofiicial business. 

It was as follows : — 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ to move for leave to introduce a 
Bill to amend the Bengal Muhammadan Marriages and Divorces Regis- 
tration Act*, 187(>. 


Resolutions 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest), 
Calcutta University. 

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: “ This Council recommends 
to the Government that, with a view to determine what financial assist* 
unco, if any, should be given to the Calcutta University, a committee. 
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consisting of two financial experts, and two members of the Senate, to 
be nominated by the Government, and three non-official members of this 
Council not holding any office in the University, to be elected by the 
Council, be appointed at an early date to inquire into and report on 
the general working of the University, in particular its financial 
administration, and recommend such urgent measures or reforms as may 
be necessary.” 

For some time past the attention of the educated public, has been 
drawn to the affairs of Calcutta University and a strong feeling has 
been created against the entire administration of the University, parti- 
cularly its financial ad'iihiiMiation witli special reference to post- 
graduate studies, necessitating a demand for prompt and searching 
inquiry. 

We, as the people’s representatives, cannot and should not adopt 
as our motto the famous words written over the portals of the Univer- 
sity of Aberdeen: ‘‘ I hey have said. What the\ say, let them say.” 

I he membeis of this Count d will b<* failing in their duty if they do not 
resjHind to the people s legitimate demand and at the same time if they 
do not uphold the high honrxn and prestige of the University. For sever- 
al \eais past tin* ( alcutta 1 nj\eisit\ has been losing the respect it used 
to command and it is our paramount duty to restore the University to its 
former position of high honour and dignity. 

It has been Bequeath said that tin* Post-graduate Department is out 
of all propoi t ion to the demand for higher studies at the present moment, 
lids no doubt highly desirable to have several professors for each student 
if the University could get an unlimited source of income, sufficient 
to meet the demands of all the departments now maintained bv it. 


I ht‘ department of post-graduate studies in Arts have now got. about 
eighteen subjects. Rut the University has done very little improve- 
ment for the department of Science. The University has, I understand, 
gradually reduced the contribution to the Science College from the Fee 
bund till, in 1 920-21 , it has stopped contributing anything contrary 
to the terms of the trust created by Sir Taraknath Palit. Recent pro- 
ceedings of the University record the average contribution to the Science 
College though it is a fact that no provision has been made for the 
Science College in the Budget for 1920-21. This reminds me of the 
story of crossing of a river by a mathematician after taking its average 
depth. The University has undertaken to teach all branches of human 
knowledge under the sun except those which add to the material resources 
of the country. There was no provision for the study of Agriculture, 
Industry, Mining, Commerce, Entomology, Nautical Science, Forestry 
Metallurgy, Science of leather industries, or of textile industries etc’ 
though very feeble attempts are beng made now for the creation of 
some Chairs in scrnie subjects in the Post-graduate Department. What 
useful purpose will be served fry the creation of these Chairs one fails 
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to understand. Creation of Chairs for higher studies dissociated from 
preliminary and secondary courses is worse than placing a “marble 
dome on a mud-built wall.” 

Laboratories and workshops for Applied Chemistry and Applied 
Physics and for other such subjects expressly mentioned by Sir Rash 
Behary Ghosh in his trust deed have not yet been earnestly taken up nor 
completed though a large sum must have by this time accumulated in 
the funds of the University. No one explains the unnecessary delay in 
carrying out the intention of the donor. This perhaps raised a grave 
doubt, in the mind of Sir Rash Behary Ghosh, and led him to bequeath 
his residuary estate amounting to about Rs. 12 lakhs to the National 
Council of Education. The demand for vocational and industrial educa- 
tion has nowadays become so great that there were about 4,000 candi- 
dates this year for admission to the National Council of Education, the 
Board of which is acting up to the direction of its donors for more 
speedily and successfully than the University with its various advan- 
tages- 


I hen again, it is urged that the Post-graduate Depaitment should be 
thoroughly remodelled. The number of professors in proportion to the 
number of students reminds one of the story of a regiment of 200 officers 
against 250 soldiers. 

In Pali there are 8 students paying a monthly fee of Rs. 10 each, 
but there are 1C professors or lecturers drawing a monthly salary of 
Its. 1,475. In Comparative Philology there aie (i students but they have 
got 4 gentlemen at a monthly pay of 1{ S . 1,050 t„ teach them. In 
Arabic and Persian there are 7 professors or leefnrers at Rs. 1,150 a 
month as against 20 students. In History there are 227 students with 
4<> professors at a monthly expense of Rs. 8,050. In Anthropology, 22 
students have got 10 experts with salary of Rs. 1,400 to teach them. 
I do not wish to tire your patience by enumerating a long list except 
by referring to one more instance where the arrangement has reached 
its climax. There are three instructors in Tibetan language at a 
monthly pay of Rs. 730 to teach five students. It was found impossible 
for one of the instructors “ to live in the plains except during the depth 
of winter, which even proved to him to be warmer than summer in 
Lhnssn so arrangements have been made for the instructor to live at 
Darjeeling with the students at the cost of the University Two of 
the members of the Calcutta University Commission have said- 

The difficulty in the co-ordination of the classes (in the Post-graduate 
Vpnrtment) is increased by the employment of staffs which are very numerous hi 
proportion to the numbers of students. m 


Since that remark numerous additions have been made in the staff. 
J hey have also remarked — 


The Post-graduate system suffers from the praiseworthy faults 
on overambitious and extravagant lines, and from the evidence 


of being organised 
given us in some 
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arrangement,” reports one o£ the Post-graduate teachers, •from the atudents’point 
arrangement,” reports one of* the Postgraduate teachers, “from the students’ point 
of view, too, is far from satisfactory.” 

It has been asserted that those who have been appointed Post- 
graduate professors or teachers do not always possess' the requisite 
qualifications for teaching those subjects they are paced in charge of. 

Then again, appointments of these professors or teachers are made 
without proper advertisements so that able and qualified candidates 
are shut out from applying. 

Few of these teachers in the Post-graduate Department have to teach 
more than six hours a week on the ostensible ground that they may have 
time enough to devote themselves to research works. The researches done 
by these teachers have been openly challenged and held in many eases 
to be instances of plagiarism, or translations and curious^specimens of 
writings not worth the paper that they are written upon. Strange it. is 
that spuriousness of some of these writings had not been noticed by the 
University Fxaniiners until it was pointed out by outsiders. Research 
works highly praised to-day are suppressed or destroyed to-morrow. 
Sir, the Post-graduate Depai tmeiit ol the Calcutta University has adopted 
the motto: “ Search for the truth is the noblest occupation of man, its 
publication a paramount duty.” But in the opinion of critics the motto 
is more respected in its breach than in its observance. 

The members of the Calcutta University Commission, already 
referred to, have said — 

The teaching m the separate subjects is organised by seventeen Boards of Higher 
Studies of fifteen df which the President of the Postgraduate Councils is the 
Chairman We consider that the Chairman of a University Board of Higher Studies 
should he an expert in that subject and usually one of the senior teachers in it 

Since that observation the number of these boards has been increased 
to about 28 and yet the same President is the Chairman of about 24 of 
these boards. Instead of discontinuing the practice condemned it has 
been adhered to with a vengeance. 

I have already said that the professors are given very little lecture 
works so that they may devote more time to research works. But want 
of time has never been complained of by real research workers. Sir 
d. C. Bose and Sir 1\ C. Boy had to deliver about 18 hours’ lecture in a 
week still they are the greatest research workers of the world. Sir 
Leonard Rogers in spite of his hospital duties, post-mortem and lecture 
works could carry out his researches. Mr. Ramesh (’bunder Butt and 
Babu Ban kirn Chandra Chat ter jee in spite of the duties of an executive 
officer could leave behind them rich legacies of human knowledge. So 
want of time cannot be an excuse for real and genuine research workers, 
But, Sir, the University professors are so ill-paid and their tenure of 
office so transitory that they are always in search for better employment 
and generally fall back upon a secondary source of income to meet the 
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bare necesssities of life. Some of the professors are found in the corri- 
dors of the High Court or other Courts, some act as tutors to rich men’s 
sons, while others again carry on a book-stall, a piece-goods or even a 
shop dealing in excitable intoxicants undei Benami. These Post-gradu- 
ate prolessors have time enough to fill up the columns of newspapers 
with all sorts of nonsense in abusing people who point out the defects of 
the present system of the educational policy adopted by the Calcutta 
University; they have time enough to dance attendance at the residences 
of selected members of the Syndicate, but they have no time to deliver 
lectures to the students for which they are paid. 

The number of professors and lecturers in the Post-graduate Depart- 
ment should be reduced by retaining really qualified men, and those 
again who will remain after the reduction should be paid a decent pay 
but not on such a lavish scale adopted by the Dacca University; and 
besides the tenure of office of these officers should be made permanent 

There is a general cry that examinations have now become a farce. 
The percentage of passes has become absurdly high. Examiners’ fees 
have been reduced so low that all sorts of corruption have begun to 
creep into the system of examination. Libellous statements are made 
that examiners are appointed convenient to some and inconvenient to 
others. No less libellous is the statement that regulations are modified 
to suit the needs of a particular candidate or candidates. Such gross 
and perhaps malicious statements should never be allowed to pass with- 
out inquiry. 

Secondary education has practically been neglected. It has been 
treated as a means to swell the income of the University so that its 
Syndicate and Senate may have the luxury of spending for its hobby- 
horse, the Post-graduate* Department. A show, it is said, has been 
maintained by making provision for the teaching in some subjects to 
undergraduate students. But Secondary education bas all along been 
deprived of the sympathies of the University absolutely. The high 
English schools are called upon to introduce one or the other of the 
different courses of vocational education, at' their own expense so that 
the University may combat with the non-co-operation movement without 
any burden on itself. 

There is a wild rumour that if inquiries be made into the way in which 
the work of the office of the University is administered curious dis- 
coveries will b^ made. Appointments after appointments arc made 
without much improving the efficiency. There is a Controller of Exam- 
inations but still we find pages of the CaJcvtta Gazette filled with errata 
after the results of each examination are published. Who will bear the 
costs of this extra printing? Results of examinations are published 
long after they are clue. It is alleged that lectures are delivered and 
attendance of students recorded though the student concerned never knew 
who the professor was and what lectures were delivered. It is openly 
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given out that the Registrar is incompetent for the office he holds, as 
is apparent from the letter he had addressed to Mr. Sharp. Sarcastic 
remarks are made that the nearness of the fish market has perhaps some 
bearing on the language used in the letter. 

Then again vehement attacks have been made against the adminis- 
tration of the finance of the University. The Budget is never presented 
until several months ot the financial year have passed away. Expenses 
far in excess of the demand for the whole financial year have been 
incurred long before the Budget is presented before the Senate. The 
audit report foi 1918-19 contains the following remark — 

The objectionable practice of incurring expenditure first and getting it sanctioned 
afterwards which was brought to the notice in previous reports continued during 
the year under audit. 


The sum thus spent in some of the instances amounted to over 
Rs. dl ,000 during that year* I rust funds are pledged contrary to the 
express teims of the trust. Different funds are hopelessly mixed up. 
Funds of particular endowments have been spent for the purposes not 
intended by the donors. Proceedings of meetings of the Senate and the 
Syndicate about monetary transactions are so worded that they cannot 
hut raise suspicion in the minds of the best admirers of the University. 
Resolution No. 7d. dated November 25, 1920, runs thus:— 

the Registrui made a statement on the state of cash balance on this date and 
reported the steps he had taken to arrange for payments during the remainder of 
the current month and December 

Kcadvod- That the action taken by the tteRmtrar be approved, that the proposal 
•ontam*! the letter of the Hank of Helical No 2(1798, date, I the 1211, (let!, her 
U-0 be neeepte.l, that the Kectror be author, sod to make the neeossarv endorse^ 
meats, and that a ropy of this resolution he forwarded to the Hank with the 
eoiintersicuature ot the lloiTble the Viee-Chaneollor 

This is the way in which the University is transact i„c the financial 

business anti still the I'n.versUy “ phatieally repudiates the imputu- 

t.on about the mismanagement of the finance and trust fundsa.r the finan- 
cial administration of the University.” Hut when an explanation of or 
eluetda ton ot any proceed, a sample of which has just been placet], 
is asked foi , the University turns round and says 

No information as to the finances of the University wind. .« not * 
its published proceeding will be supplied by the University for publication ttm<>< 

anc e thiS BUitUde the Governnient and this Council shotjd nover counten- 

Then a*ain, look at the position taken up by the University against 
he Government of Ben**! when they inquired as to the time by Ih d 
replies to audit reports for 1917-18 and 1918-19 might be expected 
I he following resolution of the Syndicate will speak for itself:— ' 

Resolved-That the attention of the Government of Bengal be drawn t ,i 
fact that, apart from the question whether audit report, should be ^. h 7d as 
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Act VII of 1921 had come into operation on the 27th March, 1921, papers relating 
to matters which had taken place at a time when the Bengal Government had no 
concern with the University should not have been published without the consent 
of the University specially as the comments of the University upon the reports had 
not been received. 

Sir, no one ever dreamed before that the Senate and the Syndicate 
of the Calcutta University ran be charged with mismanagement of 
finance and trust funds, but the resolutions passed by the University 
might have the irresistible effect of turning the most honest and fair- 
minded man into the worst cynic. 

Another system into which the committee, if appointed, will have 
to make a shifting inquiry is the selections and the publications" made 
by the University as the text-books for different examinations. These 
are not usually done by efficient men and their productions in many cases 
are specimens of poor intellect. The piinciple followed by many of these 
pseudo-authors are usually instances of unacknowledged quotations and 
translations and when they try to introduce their own brains with a 
view to improve them they commit worse blunders. 

Sir, in spite of there being University Journals of Letters and 
Science, the Umversit\ has purchased the copyright of the Calcutta 
Review at a sum of Its. 1,500 and has decided to publish it at a monthly 
cost of Its. 237 in addition to the printing at the University Press. 
I do not know whether the University has got any such power. It 
will be a matter for inquiry by the Committee 

A very strong ground for immediate inquiry is that though the fees 
for the Matriculation, I. A., I. Sc., B.A., and B.Sc., examinations have 
been realised in March last, yet the remunerations of the examiners 
have not yet been paid though the results of the examinations have long 
been published. There is another very damaging rumour that the 
Calcutta University is bent upon launching into a money-lending business 
on mortgages at high rate of interest with money raised by pledging 
trust funds to the Banks. I do not know whether there ean be stronger 
grounds for inquiry than these. 

It is high time for this Council as well as for the Government to 
appoint a committee of inquiry so that their report may vindicate the 
high honour and prestige of the University. T do not wish to have a 
verdict without a fair trial. 

T wish the insinuations made against the University were all false or 
malicious exaggerations ; I wish the administration of the Post-graduate 
Department were as perfect as the rules of this department; I wish that 
the charges made against the University were gross libel and without 
any foundation ; and I desire that the motto adopted by the Post-graduate 
Department may be strictly observed. 

The PRESIDENT: As this motion and the three other motions 
which follow relate to the Calcutta University and are much of the same 
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character, I think that it will be convenient if I take them one after 
another. 

Babu DEVENDRA LAL KHAN: Having regard to the fact that 
the resolution preceding mine is more constructive and more detailed, 
I beg to withdraw the resolution which stands in my name in favour of 
that. 

The following resolution was then, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn. 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that a non-official 
committee yf. experts be formed to inquire into the whole of t lie finances 
of the' Calcutta University and suggest means for the settlement 
thereof, after receiving evidence, oral or written, from such public men 
and associations as are willing to help the committee. ” 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: May 1 draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble the President to one thing? Kai Jogendrn Chuuder Ghose 
Bahadui’s resolution and resolutions Nos. 1 , 2 and 4 arc slightly different. 

The PRESIDENT: They will be put to vote separately but discussed 
together. 

Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED 8UHRAWARDY : Will the second and 
third resolutions be treated as amendments to the firs; resolution? 

The PRESIDENT: I will put them to vote separately: that will 
meet the point. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: “ This Council 
recommends to the Government that they should, without delay, appoint 
a committee of twelve members to examine the financial aspect of the 
proposal for the reconstruction of the University, and of the formation 
of a Board of Secondary Education, passed by the Council, one-half of 
the said committee to he elected by the Council from non-official members, 
one-fourth by the Senate of the Calcutta University, and one-fourth by 
the Government. ” 

A splendid University has been built up amongst us by the enlight- 
ened generosity of successive Viceroys and British educationists. We 
know that our graduates are in no whit inferior to the graduates of the 
Universities of the most advanced countries of Europe. T know from 
personal experience because I have sent hundreds of our graduates to 
those Universities where they held their own against the best of those 
Universities. Under the autocratic rule of the present Vice-Chancellor, 
whatever may he his defects, however much I might disagree with him 
in his ways, however much I might disapprove of his methods, I must 
say that the University has progressed to a marvellous degree. Let not 
personal malice or prejudice decry the services of our present Vice- 
Chancellor. 
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Sir, I have less reason to be partial to him than any other person here 
but I must do him justice. What is the question before us? The 
question is how are we to finance the University so that it might carry 
out the progressive ideas of the University Commission? How are we 
to make it preserve its existence and keep up its rate of progress? We 
have gone into huge expenditure in starting another University, but our 
dear alma mater , a fabric built up by the labours of generations, cannot 
be destroyed. The question before us is that our University is being 
starved. These insinuations that its finances are ill-administered had 
better wait. We are in a very parlous condition. The University can- 
not pay its way. There is time to abuse Sir Asutosh Mukliejji — there is 
plenty of time. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLIQK: I rise to a point of order. 
Is it a question of abusing Sir Asutosh Mukherji? 

Rai JOCENDRA CH UNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Finding fault with 
the administration. 

The University has been for years writing to the Government of India 
to appoint a committee to go into the finances of this question of progres- 
sive advancement. The Government of India — there also personal 
prejudice had its wa\ — had the mattei kept from day to day, year to 
year, waiting. It was brought to the notice of the Secretary of State 
and the action was imminent when t lie Government of India washed 
its hands clean of a province, which is certainly not its favourite, and 
threw the University upon our shouldeis. Now, Sir, what is wanted is a 
committee which will consider the financial aspect of the University. 
How is it to cany out improvements recommended by the University 
Commission? How will it lie able to keep up its present, I say, its pres- 
ent high rate of progress? And you have to consider what are our 
finances. 

The PRESIDENT: I am sorry to interrupt you. It is time for 
adjournment. 

The Council adjourned for fifteen minutes. 

After the adjournment. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Let us forget our 
personal differences. We must remember that if we go on criticising 
the maladministration of the University, the Government may be reluc- 
tant, to help us. There is time to criticise the evils and abuses that are 
in the University but this is not the time for that. I have reason to be- 
lieve that the resolutions Nos. I, 2 and 4 have excited the just indignation 
of the University authorities and if they are passed to-day, I am sure 
there will be no co-operation from them. The University authorities 
have refused point blank the jurisdiction of this Council to examine 
its accounts and it is a very great question, whether the University 
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should not be independent o?*any official control. The University 
should be an independent Tod^ entrusted \^ith the administration of 
education in this country. If a' person is autocratic or if his ways arc 
wrong, that is no reason whatsoever why we should disturb a system that 
has worked so well, and take away the independence of the University. 
We should not interfere in this light-hearted way with our University 
by appointing a committee to examine its finances and financial adminis- 
tration and so forth. You do not know Sir Asutosh Mukherji. He 
will never submit to it and we would be made the laughing-stock of the 
world. Now, Sir. I am supposed to be a man who dearly loves a fight, 
but the truth is 1 am a man who is very weak and therefore of a very 
peaceful frame of tnind. I do not like a fight. I, therefore, when 1 put 
in this motion, consulted the most influential men of the University and 
had it approved by them and then sent it in. I know very well that with- 
out the co-operation of the University we can do nothing. We must 
have the co-operation of the University for the present. We are going 
to amend the Universities Act and then, I do hope, whatever evils may 
now he complained of will disappear Well, change in the law of 
the administration does not always remedy the evils. However we shall 
do that. Now, the question is a simple one. The University has for 
years asked tin' Government to appoint a committee to examine its 
finances. Not now, to-morrow, the day after, they said; and the Univer- 
sity has been starved. It cannot pay its way. We cannot wait. Let 
there be a committee. Let it examine the finances and the requirements 
of the University and say what they lequire and what we must pay. I 
am proud of my University as I have said before. Our graduates, as I 
have said, can hold their own against the graduates of any other Univer- 
sity. They have got a hundred generations of intellectual culture be- 
hind them and I feel confident that the time is coming when they will 
be in the vanguard of science and philosophy and advance the bounds of 
knowledge. It is not a question of local importance. It is a question 
which affects human progress. No money should lie stinted to keep 
up the University’s rate of progress. If you do that, you will be playing 
false to the best interests ’of the country. I, therefore, recommend 
that a committee be at once appointed to consider the financial aspects 
of the University and not withhold the grants which the University had 
been enjoying so long. They had been withheld long enough and should 
not be withheld any longer. 

Mr. HU8EYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY: It was with a sense of 
surprise that I saw Rai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur’s resolution 
included in the resolutions that have been moved for the purpose of 
inquiring into the financial administration of the Calcutta University. 

The PR E8 1 DENT: I have asked you to move the resolution which 
stands in your name and you should confine yourself to that. 



148 


CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY. 


[29th Aug. 


Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: “ This Council recom- 
mends to the Government that a committee be appointed to inquire into 
the financial administration of the Calcutta University, particularly of 
the Post-graduate Department. " 


Rai Jogendra Ch under Ghose -Bahadur's resolution and the other 
resolutions with which it is mixed up are as far apart as the poles. I 
had indeed expected that the Rai Bahadur would be able to say something 
in favour of his resolution, a resolution which I certainly oppose, but 
instead of that he has done nothing, but, after a prelude, accepted the 
resolution which has asked for a committee. The Rai Bahadur has been 
masquerading in sheep's clothing to the detriment, I am afraid, of the 
flock of sheep which he has sought company in. Straightway I must say 
that the resolutions that have been brought have not been brought with 
any ulterior motive than that which appears on paper, that they have not 
been brought with any personal malice against the great Vice-Chancellor 
of the Calcutta University. This is not the place to sing a piean of praise 
on behalf of any one, but T would not be far wrong if I were to say that in 
India there are few men that are as able as he. I say once more that 
this resolution is not levelled against his personality or against his charac- 
ter, but if inspite of my protestations there are some who, judging from 
themselves, cannot believe me, 1 ask the members of the House to accept 
the resolutions on its intrinsic merit and leave the motives to those who 
grub underneath for them. I am not going to dilate upon the innumer- 
able abuses that have crept into the administration of the Calcutta 
University. We are more concerned with the financial administration, 
and if we find, or if we doubt, and doubt with a certain amount of reason, 
that the finances of the Calcutta University are not being properly admin- 
istered, a very clear case has been made out for the appointment of a 
committee to inquire into its financial administration. I must say that 
we have been considerably aggrieved by the contemptuous way in which 
the inquiries of the hon’ble members of this Council have been treated by 
the Calcutta University; and at the desire, the very apparent desire, 
of the Calcutta University to conceal from us all knowledge of the finan- 
cial administration, I must say a great doubt has arisen in our minds 
specially when we realise that no satisfactory audit reports of the 
Calcutta University are forthcoming and that the budget of the Calcutta 
University is presented long after the expenditure has been incurred. 
It is sufficient for our purpose, therefore, if we are not satisfied with the 
working of the Calcutta University, if we are not satisfied with the 
way in which the money is being spent, I am sure that the University 
with the charges that have been levelled against it will itself not shirk 
the inquiry, and I am sure that the Government will not seek, in view 
of the fact that there is an earnest desire on the part of the country 
to see for itself how the finances of the Calcutta University are being 
administered, to oppose this series of resolutions. I weep no crocodile 
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tears when I say that I grieve that our beloved University, which we 
hope would one day be the premier University of the East, has lost the 
confidence of the people, that it has before it a dark and dismal future 
clouded by distrust and suspicion: and it is because I seek only to 
rehabilitate the University in the esteerh of the people, and to secure 
once more for the University the confidence which it enjoyed 
in ages past, that I crave for a committee of inquiry. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: I have great p } ensule j n 
seconding the resolution of Mr. Rishindra Nath Sarkar in demanding 
for a Committee to inquire into and report on the affairs of the Calcutta 
University generally. I must confess that I am surprised to see Rai 
.Togendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur putting a resolution in a garb which 
is not in the interests of the University. All along that he was sjieftking, 
he was practically speaking against the resolution, while he professes 
to be one of the movers of the resolution foi an inquiry. In mv opinion, 

I nun be w:ong. Ins m a damaskeening lesolution, inspired b\ the autlio- 
lities of the 1 ni\ersit\ . His speech was in support of them and he 
wanted to say only this and nothing hut this, that it is a gieat C nn er- 
sity, a beautiful institution, and nothing should be said against it. No- 
body here piesent can at all accede t r i that desire. I am mvself a man 
of this 1 n i ver.sit \ , and I do not yield to anybody in my desire that 
this I niversitv should be one which should be above* reproach. 

If these reproaches were of an ordinary kind, I would not 
have joined m this resolution at all, but the accusations winch 
ha\e l>een le\elled and levelled with so much stress, are such that 
go deep down to the very existence of the University, and it is abun- 
dantly (leai that there is ample room for having a very scinching inquiiv 
into the affairs of this University. We all know what has nppafcred 
in the papers regaiding this matter. I am not one of those who believe 
e\ ei \ thing I see in print for I know that the best wav of decoying people 
is to publish something in print, and more so when it is published 
oyer the signature of some responsible officer of Government. 

I hings ha\e to la* scrut rnised , things are known to us, it, 
is a pai t of common knowledge in this country at the present moment,* 
that the funds of the University are being spent in a way which does not 
bear seiutiny. I am almost sure it is a fact— I shall be very happy if 
it is contradicted— that so far as one of the professors in itfie higher 
study of Muhammadan Law is concerned, them was a professor on high 
pay, but unfortunately there was no pupil to attend his (lass, and, there- 
fom, one of the lecturers in some other department was made to sit down 
sometimes as bis student. I sav it is a fact and I challenge contradiction. 

I am one df those who consider that it is a matter of regret that the 
name of our ief looted Vice-Chancellor should he brought in in this con- 
nection. I do not like to attack anyone’s name at all ; it is not a question 
at all personal to anybody. What I oppose and what I beg to point out 
is the wretched policy of administration of the University being vested 
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in the men who are controlling it. Our University, a thing which we 
love, is now the mighty training ground of students in the art of flunkey- 
ism and the science of sycophancy. Moral strength is not always 
acquired in that University in these days. I say this not out 
of rancour, but out of deep regret, for I owe a deep debt 
of gratitude to this University. The fact that I have been selected 
to represent the cause of my countrymen to the best of my ability in 
this Council, is due to the little education that I got at the hands of 
the University, and I desire to say that I do not yield to anybody in 
my love for this University. Nobody can say that I am acting in a 
manner detrimental to the interests of my own University. The prin- 
cipal point is that before you continue to make grants, it shoulcTUe made 
clear how this money is to be spent. If the money is not properly 
spent, then in spite of what my friend Rai Jogendra Chunder Ghose 
Bahadur may say, T assert we ought to stop these grants, and that without 
a moment’s hesitation. If. on the contrary, the fact is this, that 
the University is doing just as good work as it is expected to do, then 
by all means continue the grants, nay add to it by asking my lion’ble 
friend, Mr. IV C. Mitter, to make larger grants to the University. 
He is a person of whom the University may very well be proud 
and no one is more anxious than him to help the University. 
But look at their attitude? They refuse to answer questions. They 
take money from persons, and refuse to show accounts as to how the 
money has been spent. This is rather surprising. We want to see how 
the money has been spent. If it is well spent, where is the fear? 
If then* is nothing wrong, where is the fear? Why do you not come 
forward and show people how it has been spent? Tt has been said that 
the University has now launched into a scheme for raising money; I 
am told I am not sure, that they are now pledging their securities 
with the Bank and getting money from them and in- 

vesting it in mortagages on high interest. They may have good inten- 
tions but the question is whether their actions are justifiable and 
proper. 1 take it that this shows a thorough want of management on 
the part of tin* University. Everything done with good intention may 
not be proper or legal; if you want to do things like this, you invite 
eritieism. You are asked to show receipts and give replies, and you 
refuse apd get fidgety, this is the kind of thing you would expect 
from a hysteria) girl, and not from such a great academic institution 
as the University. Why do aou not come forward and show' your 
accounts; if everything is all right, why do you icfuse? 

Then, as regards the resolution of Rai Jogendra Chunder Ghose 
Bahadur, it is a beautiful resolution indeed; if you will look through it, 
you will see that in it is hidden a very clever way of shelving the whole 
question for a ears. My esteemed friend’s resolution runs thus: “This 
Council recommends to the Government that they should, without 
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delay, appoint a committee .... to examine the financial aspect 

of the proposal for the reconstruction of the University ” 

He is most anxious about it. It is for the need of tjie University and 
the reconstruction of the University and the formation of a 
Board of Secondary Education, ptc., # etc. My friend knows 

perfectly # well that the formation of a Board will cost a very largo sum 

of money, and therefore there is no chance of its coining into existence for 
many years to come. This is very cleverly invented, hut 1 do not 
know by whom. I say that there should he an inquiry. We 

must have an inquiry. We have a liability to our countrymen; 

we have a grand University, the University has its own in- 
come, larger than our expectations. Because it has a governing body 
I concede that the public as a whole have no right to control its affairs, 
but if its affairs are mismanaged, the 1 public have every right to demand 
an inquiry. My friend is right in saying that the* University ought to 
be fiee and unfettered from official control; that is so. So far as the 
internal management of the University is concerned I wish there were 
more fieedom; I wish that there should la* nominated member there. 

I wish that the \ iee-( ’ham elloi should not be a judge of tlx* High Uourt 
<M a?] ' othei high official. I'liat is quite a different thing, but 

that is not what is meant The real thing is that the University 

want to la* tree from populai control or outside* control, 

or even public control m the sense that no one should ask the* University 

to render an account of its funds. That is not the propei idea at all. 

I need not go into details. My knowledge of the University is more 
or less second-hand ; I have* never visited it since I left it unscathed. 
But even with that knowledge I know that tlieie have been appointments 
which should ne\ n have been made. Posts have been given to men 
who have no propei knowledge oi training. Tlieie are a number of 
classes to teach subjects which ale practically useless at the present 
moment. If you want ioi the sake* of highei culture that a particular 
subject of no ordinary inteiest should icceive attention, then why do 
not uni call in your sistei universities and ask them to join and estab- 
lish punt ehaiis for such subjects to pi event waste? Where is tin? 
good of a class with only one or two students in it, studying a subject 
which nobody on this side of flic grave is likely to take any interest, in? 
This is to show that you are spending money, or trying to spend it in a 
useless manner That is simply preposterous. You must do what will 
be of benefit to the largest number; that is your only justification for 
.spending public money, and I say that we have a right to stop it, and 
a right to examine the situation, and a right to know what the amount 
of money is and how it is being spent. 

As regards the University results, I am one of those who have 
suffered. I am a President of one of my own village schools, and a 
member of the Managing Board of others. I find that in these days it 
is difficult to fail in the matriculation examinations. Everybody knows 
this as well as I do. I refused this year to send up all my hoys from 
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my village school for examination. Of the 12 sent 8 passed in the 
first and 4 in the second and none in the third division. These are 
results that attract, so that a large number of students would he forth- 
coming from the schools and more fees would be realised for spending 
after the Postgraduate Professors of doubtful utility. This 
is mv view, and 1 challenge its contradiction. It seems that, according 
to the University results, it is easier to obtain a pass than a failure; this 
is an ideal or an approach to an ideal Good boys according to the laws 
o I nature and Providence are bound to l>e necessarily smaller in num- 
ber than bad boys, but according to the University, everybody is good, 
so beautiful were the results, that there were very few second class 
passes, and none fhiid. These are “faked” results; I say this with all 
the responsibility of a memhei of this Council, and I challenge it. 
1 have seen boys passed in the first class who cannot combine two 
words of English;' such is their miserable knowledge. Recently one 
of such first class pass-holders spelt the word “school” with a “c,” and 
all these passed in the first class! 

With a University like this, having an income as large as theirs, 
I am sure, things are not being carried on in the best interests of the 
country. Therefore, 1 think, there is certainly a very strong case made 
out for an inquiry. 1 do not for a moment believe that everything that 
has been levelled against the University i> wholly true, but there is 
room for suspicion. So let there be an inquiry by persons with an open 
mind and first-hand information and knowledge of things. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I have listened to 
the sjieeehes on this resolution. To my mind it. is necessary tor the 
fair name of the University that there ought to be an inquiry. Who- 
ever is responsible for the management of the funds of the I’lmeis tv 
ought to eoine forward and say, “ let there be an inquiry.” It the 
farts as are represented to the Council are acceptable then they show 
conclusively that there is a strong ease for an inquiry. I do not know 
the facts personally*, hut whenever 1 had occasion to look at the pajieis 
I find in bold relief something said against the administiation of the 
University. Almost all of us had our education in the Calcutta Cni- 
versity and we think it is our duty to press this matter for the con- 
sideration of the Council. The Council represents the views ot the 
people of the Province. The Council, in my opinion, is in a position 
to sfce how the affairs of the l niversity are going on. how it is work- 
ing, and whether the facts, as pointed out by the speaker, are correct. 
If an inquiry be made, as suggested by Mr. Rishindra Nath Sarknr, 

I am sure it will satisfy the critics. The management of the Univer- 
sity, I believe, ought not to shirk the inquiry. If the facts, as stated 
by the various sjieakers are proved, then it is absolutely necessary that 
the University ought to he remodelled by the people on a proper basis. 
Ihe University* has lost the confidence of the people and it ought to 
regain it and this can only* he done by* a proper inquiry by the people 
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of the country or tlieir representatives. I press this resolution to the 
acceptance of the Council and 1 fully sup]>ort it. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: I rise to support this resolu- 
tion. So far as our inquiry is concerned 1 think we should approach 
the question with an op»en mind and no asjorsions should be directed 
against the learned hod\ that controls tlie ('alcuttu University without 
gaining first an insight into tin* real state of affairs. To condemn 
poisons without giving them an adequate opportunity of explaining first 
is always impolitic and (‘outran to justice and I request my friends 
not to use often si \ e language tow aids particular individuals on second- 
hand information only 

Those who know the present constitution of the Senate and the 
Syndicate of the (’alcutta I nnersity which includes His Excellency 
the Governor of Bengal at the helm, the Ilon’ble Judges of the High 
Comt, the Mon’lih* MpiiiIhms ot this ('uuiicil. the Ibineipals of several 
hist grade c idleges and others, mam ot whom have independent means 
of livelihood, ought to realise th.it am charge against tin* University 
appin*s nut onl\ to the \ it e-( ham elhu hut also to the e gentlemen to 
some extent, and it is lot tlrs ic.uoii that I want a thmoughlv iepre- 
sentative (ommittee to in<|inie into the real state o! attains and suggest 
urgent remedies < ummeiiMii a U* with the exigem ies ul (he s. (nation 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU : I rise to support the resolution 
moved by Halm Hishindra Nath Sarkar I Ik* resolution moved l»v 
him asks tor an imjuny as to whether financial assistance should be 
given to tie* I'niveisiH That, 1 take it, means that assistance will 
be emeu tor the working of tin* l mveisity as it is condin tod now. 

1 he resolution of Kai .logendra (hundei (ihose Bahadur also pur- 
poses an inquirv. but that is an inquiry for tin* luture financial aspoet 
of the )u o posed r ei oust i net ion of the University not for the present 
woi king \\ e have had the report of tin* Sadler Uommission before us, 
foi some length of time. We all know what the reconstruction of the 
I rnversitv means; it means , pi a« t ieally a duplication of the colleges, 
the cleat ion of colleges for intermediate studies. There will la* a course 
of higher studies with separate building's and a separate staff: those 
connected with the management of colleges know' very well what that 
means : so tar a> ( alcutta is ( oricerned, where there is a large number 
of colleges, it will mean the purchase of land, erection of buildings, 
fitting up of colleges and employment of a sepmrafe staff, etc. We all 
know, having regard to our present financial conditions, that the pro-. 
|H)s;i 1 for a reconstruction cannot be carried out now. It is practically 
an impossible proposition having regard to our present financial posi- 
tion. Therefore , to appoint a committee to consider the financial 
aspects of the proposal for reconstruction is a futile inquiry at present. 
The resolution of Mr. Sarkar, on the other hand, asks what financial 
assistance should be given to the (’alcutta University and also to inquire 
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into and report on the general working of it : that is a more reasonable 
proposal. AVe should know what the financial requirements of the 
University are as it is now conducted, and the inquiry will enable the 
Council to he in a jM>sition to judge* what financial assistance should 
he rendered. 

With these few wolds, I sup]H>rt the resolution moved by 
Mr. Sarkar and opjtosc that moved by Rai Jogendia Chunder Ghose 
Bahadur. 


Adjournment 

The Council was then adjourned to Tuesday, the 30th August, 1921, 
at 3 i\m., in the Town Hall Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in tlie CoujmuI Uh um her in the Town Hull, Calcutta, 
on Tuesday, the doth August, 1921. at d »\m. 

Present: 

Tlie Hon* hie the President, the Hon* hie the four Members of the* 
Executive Council, the llon'hle the three Ministers, and 102 nominated 
and elected mem hers. 


Calcutta University. 

The PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda) : 

I am asked to announce that Kai Jogendiu Clmnder I i hose Bahadur is 
not able to he present m the Council to-day owing to illness in his 
family and he wants tin* resolution which he mo\ed 1 1 ► he withdrawn. 
As howe\ei the lesolutnm has already been mo\ed the matter is in the 
hands of the ( ouneil 

f I he l esolut nm was then, by lease oi the Coimk il, withdrawn. 

The discussvou on Bulm Kishimlra Nutih Saikai’s resolution was 
i esuined. 

Dr. A. 8U HR AWARD Y : I list 1 to address the Council with a feeling 
of console] able hesitation and embarrassment.. For apiwt from the 
relationship in w hieli 1 stand to tin* mo\er of the lesolution, Babu Kishin- 
dra Nath Sarkai, and a]»art from tin* misfortune of holding an office 
in the I'niveisity. l find im-adf in the difficult jsisition (unless, you 
Sir, grant me some measure of indulgence) of replying within the 
narrow compass of fifteen minutes to the asjiersions and attacks on the 
University by no less than six speakers who volleyed and thundered 
for houis yesteida.s. But, as tin 1 Senate has no representative in the 
House — Kai .logendru Chundei (rhose Bahadur is not a Fellow of the 
University — and I have been disupjKiinted in my expectations of find- 
ing a social sense of responsibility and fair play pervading the debate 
and preventing shakers from legating the parrot-cry of the market 
and making baseless and unfounded uttacks on a public institution, I 
am compiled to speak. Though not a representative of the Senate 
in the House, I happen to be a Fellow of the University and a member 
of the Syndicate — in fact tin* only Fellow and member of the Syndicate 
here — I have no hesitation in chaiaeterising the statements made by 
Messrs. Sarkar, Mullick and ComjMinv as baseless, unfounded and libel- 
lous; and I challenge them, as the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler chal- 
lenged Mr. Sarkar the other day, to rej>eat the statements outside this 
House. As 1 have already said, there is not a single non-official 
member here (barring Dt. H. Suhrawardy) who is qualified to speak 
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on Hie. subject before the House with any claim to first-hand acquaint- 
ance with tlx* affairs of the University. I shall not imitate the methods 
and tactics of the hon’ble gentlemen on t lie other side by attempting 
to impress the Hrtlise with loud vociforations, wild gesticulations, 
mockeiv, miniiciy and buffoonery. Nor shall I indulge like them, in 
sweeping genei alisations uiiMipjiorted by facts and figures. I shall try 
to deal with the matter as caliulv and dispassionately as jKjssible; and 
I shall state chapter and verse for eveiy statement that 1 make. But 
4 is I have alieady stated, there is a time-limit imposed upon me, 
and, theielore, before 1 enter into details, I should like briefly to indi- 
cate to \ on the grounds on which 1 oppose the resolution. I oppose 
the resolution oi Mi. Uishindia Nath Sarkar on the following grounds: 
(1) on its merits ; and (li) on the question of law . 

As regards its merits, i may briefly indicate that it is at once 
a tissue of lies and libellous and baseless misstatements and places 
certain resti lotions on the qualifications even of those hon’ble members 
of the Legislative Council whom he seeks to be elected as representatives 
on the committee. 1 will entei into details later on. 

As regards tlx* question of law, I can state at once that even if 
the resolution is earned, the Government of Bengal have got no power 
to interfeie with the internal administration of the Calcutta Univer- 
sity. So far back as 18x7, the only power given to Government to 
interfere* with tlx* internal administiation was limited to this — I am 
reading out horn the Act itself — 1 am sorry, Sir, that I have lost the 
reference. (Seveial voices: “ Ileai, heal.”) I have* got it now and 
my friends need not rejoice. Under the Act of 1,857 as amended by 
Act 11 of 187(> and Act l\ of l!t()4, the only power which has been given 
to Government is thus defined at page l(i of the Regulations of the 
Calcutta University : — 

Such fees shall be carried to one General Fee Fund toi the payment of expenses 
ot the said Fniversity, under the dneetion and regulations of the Governor-General 
of India in Council to whom the accounts of income and expendittiic of the said 
University shall once in every year he submitted for examination and audit as the 
said Governor-General of India in Council may direct 

That, Sir, is the only power confeired on Government of examining and 
auditing the accounts. 

Sir, 1 need not remind the House — perhaps it is within the know- 
ledge of tlx* hon’ble members of this House — that not long ago Mr. J. 
Clmudhun put a question of a similar nature in the Imperial Legis- 
tive Assembly and the following answer was given by Mr. Sharp who 
is no friend of the University : — 

Government have been informed that the financial position of the University of 
Calcutta is precarious. They have no intention of appointing a Committee such as 
that contemplated by the Hon'ble Member, nor does the existing law provide for the 
appointment of such a Committee. 

(Several voices: “ Will the member please speak a little louder?”) 
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The PRESIDENT: I cannot hear clearly what you say. Wtpilil 
you speak a little louder, please. 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: I will tiy my be si hut 1 cannot help my 
physical infirmity . 1 cannot bellow tirttl roar. I airi sorry that 1 have 

not pot the \oiee of Mi Mullick. (At this stape, the member came 
to a seat in fiont of the presidential chair.') 

1 have dealt with the (juesfion ot law ; and 1 now puss on to the 
meiits. First of all. Sir, let me pi ve you a brief history of the Fost- 
praduate Depart nient , its scojk* and the financial assistance* rendered 
to it b\ ( fovei n men t . S*m tmn *1 of the Indian 1 niversities Act pre- 
scribes it ;\s the duty of the Cnnersity to make provision for the 
instruct mn ot students with jiowei to appoint Cni\ersity professors and 
lecturers and to do all acts which tend to the promotion of study and 
research. In l!M(>. tin* (io\einment of India apj>ointod a Committee 
coiisistinp of Sh Ashutosh Mukhaiji, Mi. Hornell, Sn 1*. Hoy, I)r 
Seal. l)i. Howells. Si i Hemy Ilawlen, Fiofessoi Hamilton, Mr Words- 
woith and Mi Andeison to piepaie a sthenic loi tlu* eo-ordmat ion and 
de\ t*lopnien t of Fost-oi.ulii.ite teochinp. The Committee submitted a 
unanimous icpoit which was foiw.iided b\ ( io\ eminent to tlu* Senate, 
The Senate hamed lepulatioiis These weie appioved by the (lovem- 
ineiit ot India on the U t » 1 1 1 dune, 1 H 1 ( » . It is (lie duty of the I’liivei- 
sity now. undei these lepulatioiis, to pio\ule jNist-pradnate teaehmp. 
The Iniveisitx has done its \ciy best umlei \eiy adseise eii eumstaiiees 
to fulfil its old ipa t ions The (in\enimeiit ot India has not meieased 
tlu* plant of Hs. ! ,^f)0 a month whuh was sanctioned m lBlv, before 
these* new oblipations weie imposed ujHiii tfie ( Til ve ? h t y . The (io\ein- 
ment of Benpal up to tlu* jnesent time has not pi\en a faithinp as extra 
plant. The lepulatioiis contemplate that tlu* l hi\eisity should arraiipe 
for lnpliei 1 1 1 s 1 1 net ion m a number of subjects mentioned meludmp 
Sanskrit, FnJi, Aiabie, Fei^ian. Comparative Flulolopy . The (io\ern- 
ment of Henpal instead of sjHuuhnp money for hiplier U*achinp has 
actually made a piofit out of it, Hs 04.00(1 fiom tlu* |H>stpi aduate fund 
through the Presidency College. 

The whole postpraduate system as adopted by the Government of 
India was scrutinised by the l mveisity Commission and was described 
by the ( ’ommission in Volume II, pape 70, paiapraph 04, as jmssessinp 
many admiiable featuics and furnishing a satisfac tory solution of many 
difficulties and was m fact made* tlu* basis of the new scheme of recon- 
struction evohed by the Commission. 

Mr. Sarkai (juotes from tiu* minonty r<*|H>rt of the Commission. 
Why does he ipnore tlu* majoiity rejnirt, socially the jm^sape at 
Volume V. pape 051, where they declined to accept the accuiacy of the 
statements made by the minoiity ? 

Sir, to appoint a committee after the Calcutta Cniversity ('ommis- 
sion which cost Government alwiut Ks. 6 lakhs is like submitting a 
judgm^fit of the Privy Council to a MmisiPs Court for criticism. 
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Sir, the gravamen of their charge against the Post-graduate Depart- 
ment is that the number of teachers are very large and the number of 
students are very few. Apart from the fact that this projiosition would 
occur only to those unacquainted with what prevails in the great centres 
of learning in the West, t lie statements are excellent illustrations of 
the art of a mppnxsio rm and suyyc.\tio falsi. Half truths are more 
dangerous than whole lies. 1 will now give a few illustrations. It 
is stated that the number of Pali students is 8 and the number of 
lecturers 10; but this statement is false. For these very teachers are 
also teachers for the undergraduate classes in addition to the Post-gradu- 
ate classes; and the number of students who go to the University from 
various institutions, such as the St. Xavier’s College and other colleges 
to get instruction in Pali is J00. 

Then, as regards Arabic and Persian. It is. Sir, within your know- 
ledge what difficulty was felt b\ the Muhammadan students for study- 
ing Arabic; and you tried in your own way to solve the difficulty. 
After that, the undergraduate classes were opened at the University 
and seven lecturers were appointed. These lecturers teach students in 
tin* undergraduate classes in addition to lecturing to Post-graduate stu- 
dents. The numbci of students taught b\ them is not ‘JO but over 
a hundred. As regal ds their salaries I mav mention that men of emin- 
ence and established reputation like* Aga Muhammad Kazim Khiruzi 
and Maulana Abu Musa whose works on Persian and Aiabic language 
and literature ha\e been highly spoken of by distinguished German 
Orientalists draw tin* lordly sahu\ of Rs. 100 each. If the principle 
enunciated by Mr. Sarkai is adopted, if this new Theory of Numbers 
is accepted, then no subject should be taught in which there are not 
many students, and Arabic and Persian must be abolished at once. 
Muhammadans are backward in education — only a few* go up for the 
R.A. — fewer still foi the M.A. According to Mi. Sarkur and Company 
then there should be no arrangement for teaching Arabic and Persian 
to the Muhammadans in the premier University in India, if not in the 
East. According to the same Theory of Numbers Arabic and Persian 
should be abolished from the Universities of Oxford, Cambridge and 
London. Then as to Mr. Sarkar’s charge that no provision has been 
made by the University for Science let me tell the House that it is at 
once misleading and baseless 

Babu RISHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: I did not say no provision 
was made. 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: All right, then you say no adequate pro- 
vision. The University has contributed no less than Rs. 9 lakhs 
towards the University College of Science which is about 60 per cent, 
of the total expenditure for its upkeep. Then there is another illus- 
tration of the misstatement made, not by Mr. Sarkar but by his friend 
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Mr. Surendra Nath — I beg his pardon — Bobu Surendra* Nath Mulliek. 
He said that a Professor of Muhammadan Law was appointed at the 
University Law College and as no student was forthcoming the Univer- 
sity Lecturer was made to attend the lectin es of the Professor of Muham- 
madan Law. The statement is wholly misleading. I will present- 
ly give you the real tacts of the ease and leave the House 
to judge how far the leal state of tilings hear out the truth of the state* 
ment made by Bahu Surendra Nath Mulliek. Three years ago a 
student applied for taking up the M. L. degree and Muhammadan Law 
was one ot the subjects in that degree. But in the University there 
was no piovision for Muhammadan Law, although piovision was made 
for Hindu Law — one of the subjects for the degree of Master of Law. 
If I am not mistaken the late lamented Bahu (iolap Uhandra Shastri, 
the father of Mr Nrishingha Uhandra Narkar, was the Professor of 
Hindu Law ot the Umveisity of Ualeutta. who, h\ the way, would hu\e 
been excluded by the tenns of the resolution of his worthy son from 
the proposed committee had lie been a member of the Legislative Coun- 
cil No pm\ lsimi was made for Muhammadan Law and as no 
student came loiuaid foi the M 1. degree, the University of Ualeutta 
had a soil of excuse to? not having a Pndessoi of Muhammadan Law. 
Three \ears ago a student rume forward to take up the .subject and tlu* 
matter came up befme the (inventing Body of the Law College winch 
appointed a Professoi of Muhammadan Law, whose qualifications and 
attainment^ foi teaching the subject 1 challenge Mr. Mulliek to ques- 
tion, on the magnificent salaiv of Rs 10(1 a month. This matter drew 
the attention of Mi. -Justice (Leaves who was a member of the Govern- 
ing Body at the time and it was at his instance later on that the origi- 
nal salarv was laised to Rs 200 which was the salary of the Pro- 
fessor of Hindu Law. The appointment lasted only for one session as 
the student gave up the subject I rejieat the challenge of Mr. Mulliek 
and challenge contradiction. It is perfectly true that the student who 
applied to take up Muhammadan Law as one of his subjects for the 
degree of Master of Law hapjiened to he a University Lecturer. This 
comes as a great surprise to Mr. Mulliek. A little knowledge 1 is a 
dangerous thing. Every student of any University in the West knows 
that there is nothing j>eeiiliar oi strange in this. I have in ray posses- 
sion a xouvnut from one of the most distinguished German Orientalists 
of his day who did me the honour of describing me as “ his pupil and 
master.” There is nothing strange in the mastei in one subject being 
the pupil in another. 

The PRE8IDENT: Your time is up. 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: I already apprehended that. May I have 
five minutes more? 

The PRE8IDENT: You may have two minutes. 
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Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY : Thank you. Sir. Though pressed for time 
how can I forget the utterances of Mr. Suhrawardy (Junior)!'' He 
says that he bears no grudge to the University, nor is he influenced 
bv any feeling of resentment. He reminds me of the well-known French 
proverb which every educated gentleman knows and which I need not 
repeat here. lie weeps over the affairs ot the University, not crocodile 
.but genuine tears, and wants to jestoie its lost and 'departed glory. 
I am glad his laughing days are ovei and his weeping days have come. 
I am glad of the dawn ot his sense ot responsibility, but the IIou*»c 
should know' that the attainment ot his political majority dates Irom 
the 17th id May, w hen in an ill-tated moment the Governing Rody 

of the Law College failed to reappoint him as a lecturer. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: 1 use to oppose resolutions Nos. 1 
and 4 on the giouml that no cast* has been made out and therefore the 
appointment of a committee is not neeessan. What is the drift ol these 
resolutions? A closer scrutiny of both tin* lesolutions rex cals that tliev 
are driving at the appointment oi a second commission to look into the 
affairs of tin* Calcutta Uni\eisit\. That gieat commission — the Sadlei 
Commission — has done its wank; gieat educational experts ha\e gone 
into the matter in minute details. Mr. Sarkai’s resolution contains 
the expiession “ to in(|uire into and report on the general working ot 
the University.” This is exactly what the Sadler Commission has 
done. Ills resolution sjieaks of “ recommending urgent measures oi 
reforms;” that is exactly what tin* Commission has done. His resolu- 
tion goes on to sa\ “ with a view to determine what financial assistance, 
if any, should be given 1o the Calcutta University.” Well, that is 
exactly what the Commission has done I wonder whether the mover 
of resolution No. 1 ever took the trouble of going through the five 
volumes of the Hepoi t of the Sadlei Commission and studying it in 
detail. It would have re\ealed to him tin* labours of mighty minds — 
men who may be regarded as tin* greatest educational exjH'its that any 
university <\1n think of appointing. What is this Council going to do? 
Is it going to set aside* the detailed recommendations, both general 
and financial, and appoint a fresh commission to look into the affairs 
of the Calcutta University? What do these resolutions demand? A 
committee — a committee of inquiry ? On what grounds? So far as I 
have been able to follow the speeches which were delivered yesterday 
afternoon, I find that tour reasons have been given. I speak subject 
to correction. The first ground is the multiplicity of subjects and 
multiplicity ot professois and lectuiers m the Post-graduate Department 
and the paucity of students. What is the second ground? Irre- 
gularity of procedure in the matter of the budget. The third ground 
is — insufficiency of information supplied or refusal on the part of the 
University to supply information. The fourth ground is based on vague 
suspicions, indefinite surmises, based on reckless and irresponsible 



J921.] 


CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY. 


161 


criticisms made by irresponsible people in an irresjHmsihle press. 
(** Hear, hear.”) 

As regards the first ground — detailed information has already been 
supplied in answer to this Council questions Nos. *!()(> and 114. Ques- 
tion No. 806 was asked by Babu Tlem ('hander Nasker and 
No. 114 by Rai lladha Charan Bal Bahadur. In the Syndicate prooeed- 
ings of 1st July of tins vear 1 find 40 pages of closely printed matter 
supplied to this Council and <h tailed information has been placed 
before this Council regarding subjects, rcgaiding < urnculum. regard- 
ing professor*. regarding lecturers and their salaries, regarding* tbe 
number of students, regarding everv thing. Surelv a fresh committee 
cannot elicit an\ furtbei mfoimation on t In* subject. This Council, 
if it feels comjietent enough, can certainly puss its verdict as to whether 
so many subjects ought to he taught, whethei so main professors and 
lecturei s ought to be kept. whether so much money ought to be sjn'tlt. 
It is eertainh a matter foi educatio ial expeit* to pass its judgment, 
but it this Council wish to pla\ the idle of educational experts it can 
<eitainl\ indulge m that luxur\ . there is nothing to prevent it from 
passing it", judgment on that subject. A committee, however, is abso- 
lutely unne<es>ai\ As legards tin* uregulaiitv of procedure in tin* 
mattc'i of the budget, 1 ask it the mo\ei of the fiisf resolution who has 
touched u j x > n the* subject has placed sufficient data before this Council 
to help it to make up its mind If lie has, then this Council is in a 
position to pass its judgment. But where is the* necessity for a com- 
mittee 1 , mav 1 ask v What more data do you want? If there has 
been any irregularity, it is there Tf this Council wants to its 

verdict on that inegularity it is perfectly within its powmrs to do so and 

let it do it. A committee is not necessary. The third ground is 

insufficiency of information supplied or refusal to supply inhumation. 

1 his is true and not true. The University of Calcutta is a statutory 
body composed of one hundred Fellows of whom 80 are nominated h\ 
the Government. They are at least regarded as men of honesty, 
integrity, probity and character. If there 1 is any insinuation whieli 
may be construed as a leflection on the ehaiaeter of such a body, that 
body is bound to resent it. I would have resented it if I wore a Fellow 
of the Calcutta Univeisity, but it is not true. It is not. true that the 
University is not prepared to supply information. The Hon’lde Minis- 
ter of Education has already paid three mmIs, if not m ,>ic\ and 
he has been received most cordially by the Hon’hle the Viee-Chancellor 
of the Calcutta University. The Vice-Chancellor is prepared to give him 
every bit of information and to place* before him every scrap 
of paper. Nothing would be kept back from him. The Uon’ble the 
Minister of Education will be* given every opportunity and fae ditv to 
go into matters in minute details and be w ill be able to gel whatever 

information he wants. Our popular Minister is an eminent lawyer 

a man who is known for his astuteness, for his acuteness, for his 
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Hobriety of judgment. Let the Minister go and find out the facts. 
Let him be satisfied whether the University — whether the Senate of the 
Calcutta University — is engaged in any shady transaction, is doing 
anything nefarious in the dark which will not stand the full glare of 
the day. The fourth ground is — mal-administration of Trust Funds in 
the University. This is a grave charge — a very serious allegation 
against the Semite of the Calcutta University at the head of which I 
see the name of H is Excellency the Governor as the Chancellor of the 
University. I see there tin* name of the Lord Bishop of Calcutta, the 
Metropolitan oi India. 1 see there the name of the lion’ hie Sir Henry 
Wheeler. 

The PRE8IDENT: Your time is up. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI : If you would give me anothei minute, 
Sir. I find there the name of the Hon’ hie the President of the Bengal 
Legislative Council as a member of that august body. The Senate is 
ultimately responsible for the administration of its funds. As 1 have 
been given a time-limit of one minute within which to finish mv speech, 
my hist word is that if there has been any mal-administration, your 
Committee will not be able to do anything — your remedy is over there 
in the law Court. 

Kumar 8HIB 8H EKH ARE8WAR RAY: In supporting this reso- 
lution of Babu Rishindra Nath Sarkar, I must fiankly confess my feel- 
ings which have led me to do so. Being an Allahabad University man, 

I had never concerned nnself with the doings of the Calcutta Univer- 
sity, piously hoping all along, that all must be right, because its affairs 
were in the very ablest hands. But I received the surprise of my life, 
when 1 came to know that the University authorities had refused to 
supply informations to our Education Minister vhen requested to do so. 
They have in so many words insulted our Minister. This is eoidial recep- 
tion no doubt as Professor Mukharji says. They have challenged our 
authority, the authoiity of the Bengal Legislative Council, to he 
acquainted with the financial nffaiis of the University. A public cor- 
poration, created by a statute of our own predecessors, for, as regards 
the University, the Bengal Go\ernment has actually stepped into the 
shoes of the Government of India, a corporation receiving annually 
financial help from us, and knowing also that by next March it must 
have to come up to us for a sanction of its demands, that such a body 
with incomparable petulance ran flout our Minister and deny our author- 
ity is inconceivable to me. Had it been an individual and not a corpora- 
tion, I would have considered him moonstruck, fit only to be lodged 
in an asylum. But this is a corporation, and the mildest remedy to 
such perversity that we can apply is an inquiry by a committee. 

And the queerest part is that this self-conceit or corporate-conceit, 
whatever name you may be pleased to give it. Sir, does not end here 
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in a mere refusal. They get lip a meeting* of that august body tailed 
the Syndicate, and pass a bombastic resolution — “Emphatically repu- 
diates the insinuation, etc.” Well, Sir, where was the insinuation ? 
Have (hey or have they not transferred or dealt in other ways with the 
fish-market fund, any dealing of which was expressly forbidden with- 
out the pievious sanction of the Government? The answer was a simple 
one. Yes or no. There was no insinuation, unless it be that the guilty 
mind is e\er suspicious. But what does the Syndicate do? It does 
not answer! It “emphatically repudiates!” 

During* the last Budget discussion. Professor S. C. Mukhuiji was 
championing the cause of the University. He told us a mournful tale 
of how the University was starved by us, and to what destitution it was 
brought. He had almost moved us to tears and a grant, if that were 
possible ALo to-day the responsible professor has waxed eloquent on 
the cNcelh nt administration of this University. I do not know whether 
lie holds any special brief horn the University to shower abuses on the 
critics of his protege. When arguments fail have recourse to abuse, is 
a common adage Is this the way to inspire confidence? Refusal to 
answer a question raises the strongest presumption against a man 
almost enough to mark him down as guilty. Apart from all other 
questions, as to what is being done in the post-graduate studies, as to 
what aie the motnes mspning these laige number of passes, as to 
whether then* are all piofessor.s and no students in certain subjects of 
study, as to whether the University has transformed itself into a money- 
lending him — this sinking fact of “emphatic repudiation,” burking all 
questions ami mqimips, cannot fail to convince an unbiased mind, that 
something is rotten 'ti that Mate of (\dlege Square, needing an urgent 
inquiry, led by golden wishes and not merely to pry and peer into its 
reserve. 


Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : There is one aspect of 
the case that 1 would like to bring before the Council. 1 do not think 
we are competent to go into the details of what is right and what is 
wrong. In April last we passed a resolution that a Board for secondary 
education should he established as early as possible. That question 
has not been finally settled as yet. If the Board is to he foimcd and 
the fees of secondary education are taken out from the ('Diversity, 
what would be the josition of the University so far as the finance is 
concerned? That is a very important question which should he consi- 
dered before you allow the Board to take out tin* fees from the University. 
This resolution is a necessary corollary to the resolution which we have 
already passed. There ought to he a committee to inquire into the state 
of the University. It is now under the control of the Bengal Govern- 
ment which, I think, has the power to examine its inner working especi- 
ally in view of the fact that it has got to render financial help to the Uni- 
versity. The University cannot deny the right of the Government for 
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an inquiry. Of course if they do not require any financial assistance 
from the Government then the matter becomes quite different, but so 
long as they take financial help they must allow the Government to 
inquire into their working. 

Professor S. C. Mukharji thinks that the information supplied to 
Government was sufficient. I do not think so. The Calcutta Univer- 
sity Commission’s report contains recommendations on exjiert opinions, 
but we beard yesterday from Government that nothing could be done 
because of the financial difficulty. So I think it is a matter wki< li 
cannot be decided ujkui some inhumation we shall have to inquire into 
the financial possibilities. We must, cut our coat accordingly to our 
cloth. So 1 have great pleasure in sup]>orting Mr. Saikar’s resolution. 

Maulvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: The Legislative Council is a 
body which legislates upon provim ml matters and 1 think that so long as 
the University Act which was passed by the Imperial Government is not 
lepealed or amended this Legislative body has no light to go against it. 

I submit fhat the Calcutta University has been doing its work splendidly. 
The Vice-Chancellor has been devoting his energy and time for \eais past 
towards tin* improvement oi the University and this is his remunera- 
tion at the hands of the new Reforms Council. He deserves a far 
better treatment at our hands. The University does not get a very 
liberal grant from the Government oi India oi fiom the Provincial 
Government; and for its inner working in order to make two ends meet 
it has to struggle hard. It was said yesterday that some amounts have 
been spent long before it was sanctioned but that is a tiling which is 
done by everybody to save himself from a temporary financial diffi- 
culty. That is the explanation which I think the Council ought to take 
m t o consideration. It must be remembered that in England, Oxford 
and Camlnidge Universities in addition to endovvnments arc helped bv 
Government liberally, but here in Ualcutta the position- is not the 
same. The endowments which the University possesses weiedue sole- 
ly to the efforts of the Yice-Chancelloi who persuaded Sir Taraknath 
Palit and Sir Rash Reharv Ghose to place lakhs of rupees at t lie hands 
of the University. 1 submit that these funds are spent not for personal 
gain of the Vice-Chancellor but to meet the expenses of the University. 
As regards the supply of the infoimation. 1 submit that Professor 
Mukharji has given you chapter and verse that the University has not 
withheld information that was asked for. [Mr. Hvskvn Khaiiekt) 
Si 11HAW VHDY : “Question!**] The working ot the University is con- 
trolled by the Fellows composed of the elite of culture. They are men 
of high education and we cannot presume that they do not look after 
the affairs of the University but sleep soundly. 1 submit that in point 
of learning they are su]>crior to the members of this Council and 
therefore my submission is that this Council can place its reliance 
implicitly upon that body of Fellows and Syndics who have been 
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selected and nominated by Government for their character and integrity. 
Unless and until that body of men want to take action in the matter 1 
do not think the Council can do it, especially no Ion# as the University 
Act is in force. 

Babu NITYA DHONE MUKHERJEE: Enough has been said both 
for and against the present working of the University. I will only point 
out one fact which lias not been laised We ha\e heard the mo\er of 
the lesolution, who lead out a speet h which was nothing but the sum- 
mary of what has been appearing m the newspapers toi the last three 
months J also heaid what Bahu Surendia Nath Mullick had said. 
He was pleased to say that it the proposed Committee found that the 
affairs of the Umveisity wen* being conducted fairly, he would be only 
too glad to request, nay beseech, the Ilon'ble Ministei for Education to 
pay them nime money 1 hope the I mversity authorities will be giate- 
f ul t o him im this, but t lie ij nest nm w on Id t hen a i lse w bet her t ho ( lovern- 
ment have enough money to gi\e to the University Kumar Shib 
Shekhaieswai Ray has taken Pioiessm Mukheiji to task, alleging- that 
Mi Mukherji used stiong languages whi<h wen* abuses, and in return 
the Kumar Used e\ pi isuoiis which weie stiongei than those of Mi. 
Mukheiji and mm h nime abusi\e. 

Knoiigh has been said but cue point Inis been left out Tlie Univer- 
sity has been woikmg long beloie we weie bom, and up till now tins 
question of mal-administ i a t ion has not been lamed, and what is the 
l ea si ui of this sudden revelation? The reason why the Um\eisit\ 
authonties air being taken 1o task now, is that the Ilon'ble the Yice- 
f hain-elbu in his \ai ions <apa<ities has of late disappomfed certain 
g“(Uit lenieii , and worked against the personal mteiests of paitnulai 
individuals and a class of individuals This is an open secret now. M\ 
statement will be supported by tin* \aiious cori espondem e published 
in the newspapers. The recent pait\ faction in the University and 
the Caper -Book question of the High Con it are responsible for all these 
imaginary troubles. If any one looks at the Visitois' (fallen, Ire will 
be convinced that it is nothing but a Bar Library of the High Court. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: Is the member entitled to refer to the Visitors’ 
Gallery ? 

The PRESIDENT: He would not be m order m doing- that T did 
not hear him very distinctly I thought he onlv leferied to the Bar 
Libi ary. Please go on, Mr. Mukheijee. 

Babu NITYA DHONE MUKHERJEE: This thing has been made 
a party affair Those who are concerned in this affair are personally 
inteiested. They have Ireen disapproved in something or other and 
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I do not think that this Council should allow itself to he made a party 
to this. I do not understand why this Council should help one party 
and not the other. I submit that this Council should be above any 
party faction. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I rise to support the resolution of 
my friend, Babu Rishindra Nath Sarkar. 1 am extremely sorry that the 
last speaker thought it proper to refer to disappointments of certain sec- 
tions of the public as being the only reason which in his opinion could 
have induced my friend to bring foi waid this resolution for consider- 
ation by this Council . It is absolutely nothing of the kind. So far as 
I am aware, there is a persistent and a genuine demand that there should 
he a sit ling inquiry into how finances are kept not merely of the Cal- 
( ,ii tt.ii 1 1 n i vers 1 1 v hut of mans public bodies. 1 hat is only a sign of the 
times n nd the reason is that while people sincerely subscribe, those who 
are charged with tin* administration of funds have a tendency of being 
insincere and extravagant. 1 submit that instead of opposing an in- 
quiry, if our hands are clean, we should seek an opportunity ol placing 
our cards before the public. My friend Maulvi Yakuinuddin Ahmed, 
has said that tin* Ilon’hle the Vice-Chancellor commands a personality 
which ought to he suflicient for all ot us not to demand an inquiry. 
Now it is those gentlemen who have opposed the resolution who ha\e 
dragged personalities into this question. Those of us who want an in- 
quiry never intended to cast aspersions on anybody. All that we said is 
that there should be an inquiry. My friend foigets that when people 1 sub- 
scribe they subscribe* because their feelings are overshadowed by the per- 
sonalities of great men, but, unfortunately, it is also found that there are 
occasions on which great men whom people have trusted have not shown 
themselves worthy of the trust. 1 submit that the Calcutta University 
should place its accounts fully and freely before the committee and not 
follow the example of many a public body which collects in public but 
keeps its accounts in secret. The Calcutta University must not follow 
that example. 

With these few' words, I strongly support the resolution of my friend. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: It seems a great pity that on a 
modest resolution like* this, so much heat, excitement and unfortunately 
blustering ha\e been introduced. 1 stiongh lepudiate t lie idea suggested 
by my friend Balm Nitya Dlume Mukherjee that this inquiry — this asking 
tor a committee has been engineered by party factions. I have nothing 
to do with University matters and T do not know of any party factions. 
1 have nothing to do with University matters and I do not know of any 
party factions. As a matter of fact. I never intended to speak on this 
resolution, but things were said in this Council yesterday and repeated 
to-day which show that an inquiry is urgently needed. I am surprised 



1921 .] 


CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY. 


167 


that my friend Professor S. C. Mukherji— a very modest Professor— who, I 
think, does not know anything 1 about law or cares anything about law. 
[A \oice: lie is a lawyer himself. | May be, but he is now a professor, 
lie has thrown the gauntlet down and challenged the Council to go to the 
law court and to find what the affairs of this University are like. This 
i&n most curious challenge to throw into the face of an assembly like this. 
Docs the Professor seriously think that the law courts would be a better 
tribunal than the Committee suggested by Mr. Sarkar? Then, Sir, I 
cannot congratulate Maulvi Yakuinuddin Ahmed in his self-condemnation 
and denunciation in saying that this Council is worse than the Syndicate 
or the Senate. It is a mattei of pei sonal opinion 1 f he thinks ho woulld 
rather serve in the Syndicate, it is his lookout. It is not a question 
whether this Council is worse than the Syndicate— it is a question of who 
supplies the finance. This Council, I believe, is the Controller of the 
finance of Bengal, and I hope I am not much mistaken, if I say that in 
the next hiuh^t >e ar, the Calcutta University will have to come to this 
Council to get funds foi the administration of the University. Is it. 
then, any wonder, it we simple people, though we may not be so august 
a body as the Senate or tin* Syndicate who have the misfoitune or tin* 
good fortune to pa \ the pipei , like to < all the tune and uant to see how 
our moue\ is gom<; to be spent- whether it is going to be spent to the 
fuHest advantage and to the best interests of the countn? Is it ;„n 


crime, is it a mattei for going to the law courts? 1 am surprised to 
hear Dr. A. Nuhrauaid\ that < iovei runout have no power to look 
into the internal administration of the Cniversit \ . But as far as 1 June 
been able to find out. 1 think the Bengal (lovernment have enough pouei 
1° °° k 1Ilt(> t,H ‘ afVails oi « 1 nivei sit \ , which depends on this Council 
f,T M,TnP nf lU ( bilv the othe, day, in a meeting of the Senate 

oi Syndicate, a son \ *pec tacle was seen, when one gentlemen had the 
courage to speak out his mind, he was taunted bv some members that 
he was taking shelter within the four corners of the law and to-dnv I 
^oe a member of this Council, who is also a member of the Senate and 
Syndicate, wishes to take shelter within the four walls of the law Is 
this fair, is this proper? This Calcutta UniversiU ,s the train. 
gnmnd-the nursery-of the best brains of Bengal. Ts it not natural 
that the educated people of Bengal should take it to their hearts and lie 
Z* T ° f ihi ' fair na,,,e am] reputation of the TTrmerm'tv Professo. 
Mukherp has said that there has hem, a lot of criticism in some of the 
irresponsible press. I challenge Professor Mukhei ji to sav if the montbl v 
!ews. like the Modern Renew or the Prohaxlu , aie part of the irres- 
[mns! e press of the country. These reviews command confidence and 
respect of the people not onlv of Bengal but of the whole of Tmlia J r .av 
outside India— for their honest and fearless criticism. It, would have 
»een better for Professor Mukher.fi not to have recourse to abuse iu 
is Council and say that these critics are irresponsible, but to come out 
and say clearly that he was ready to meet their arguments with facts 
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and figures. Professor Muklierji Las said that 40 voluminous pages of 
information were given to us. Sir, ev en for these 40 pages of mloima- 
t ion , we had to go to the Pniveisitv tlnough this Couneil. The Cniversity 
did not supply this information of its own accord, even when persistent 
criticism was going on all over the country . 1 cannot undei stand why 

this learned body should he afraid of public criticism. In these days of 
lesjKjnsihle (lovernnient , public criticism is the only criterion of good 
management ot any body. Proiessor Mukherji has said that 11 is 
Kxeelleney the (iovemoi is the ('liancelloi of the University and that urn, 
Sir, are a Member ot the Syndicate. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: The Piesident is a member of the 
Senate and not ol the 1 Syndicate. 

Babll INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: IP* has said that when these aug- 
ust personages a i e mcnihcisoi this august body, how dare* w c* ei it icise ihe 
finances ot tills body Y Sn, I belie\e His Excellency is the head ot this 
( iovci union t and ot the province I believe thoio aie august jhm sonages 
in the Executive Conned and in the* Cabmel, and vet dining the budget 
time, I do not think Pioiessoi Muklieiji was less v igoimis in his ci i t i c isms 
ot the liiianeial polity ol ( iov ci imicnt than any ot us? Was it any 
reflection to eiiticise and give vent to the views ot (tic people!" lime wo 
aie not lasting anv l elicit ion on anybody. We say we aie going to pay 
money and we want to see how it is going to he* spent . M uch tots been said 
\esteidav about t tic* Science ( ’ol lege. J know that thcpicsent tendency 
ot the cmiiiti v is for toi hmcal and < <»< tinotogical education. Ttieie is (to* 
Science College, founded by the gilts of two gcntlenicMi whose names aie 
an honour and glorv to Itcngnl. \\ li.it has this institution been able to 
do ? it is not that there are no piofessois. There aie jn ofessoi > — t he 
very ablest that could he got. It is not that theio aie not suflicienf 
students. There are students who are anxious to take up the industrial 
development, ot t lit' country How is it that no lesiilt has as vet been 
achieved Y 1 find that theie aie two clauses, winch I wish to mention 
here, in the Sir Taraknath Pal it trust deed. One is — 

In the event ot the said entile income being found insufficient foi the purpose, 
the said l niveisity should make such a recurring grant or contribution as will 
supplement such deficiency. 

The other is — 

That in connection with the said two chairs, the said University shall from its 
own funds provide suitable lecture room, libraiies. museums, laboratories, workshop 
and other facilities for teaching and research 

Sir, 1 ask ProfosNoi Mukherji — has the Umveisitv fully given 
effect to these clauses of the trust deed? I believe it is a fact that in 
the Science College for want of a suitable workshop, no real practical 
work can he done. 1 believe it is a fact that for want of very little 
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money, model factories cannot be .started in that College; and yet, 
these are the crying needs ot to-day. What does it matter to us it we 
an* told that so inan\ lakhs aie sjrent on post-graduate teaching?' Of 
course, post-graduate teaching is a good thing, but my contention is 
this, that the need ol Bengal, at the present inonumt, is not so much for 
post-giaduate arts teaclimg as toi tec hnical and technological education. 
It the Unixersity conies toiwaid with schemes toi technical and techno- 
logical education, this Council. I believe, will not be miserly but will 
be leadv to pay as much as it can. That is the reason why l want a 
committee Theie is no haim in that. The committee w ill be the 
best jins m the woild and will be better than the law court to which 
J'lotessoi Mukliei p has referred in. The University ought to welcome 
this suggestion 

Tlien, S 1 1 . muc h has been said about the importanc e cd the report 
ol the Sadlei Commission. Nobody wants to minimise the* value* ot 
then opinion The Sadlei Committee’s recommendations will be* given 
eflect to The Vme-Chaneellor is anxious to gi\t* effect to them; so 
is ever \ body There is no question about that. But we want to know 
something about simple matteis. Wc* want to know whethei the tunds 
ot the* Uni\eisit\ aie utilised to tlo* b<*st advantage d ins is a very 
simjcb* 1 m | u 1 1 \ Biotc‘ssoi Muklieiji need not have giown so eloquent 
o\ * * i tin* Sadie* Comm lssion It is no use* li\mg to * out use little* mu tiers 
with big bombast n talk 

With these woids, I beg to suppoit the* lesolution ot Balm Hish- 
i ml i a \ a t h Sa t kai 

Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: I i eg ret very mm li < he* 

tone which the* present debate has assumed ll is not worths of the 
House, noi worthy cd the* suh|e< t A mole solid tone* and a calm consi- 
deration ale* expected Horn th** legislator of Bengal 

No human institutions aie peitect, no human measures are alto- 
gether beyond lepioach The Calcutta 1 nixersity ceitainly belongs to 
the* < a t <*goi \ <d a hum.cn institution, and as such it was, it is, and it 
will e\c*i be sub)c*ct to limitations and defects 1 do not bu a moment 
say that the* < litre mis. sonic* cd which \**iv pungent no doubt, that 
have been levelled against it, are altogether unmerited It was 
because that the Reforms wen* loudly called for, defects had to he 
removed and l niprox emenl s to be effected that Cord Chelmsford, rn his 
wisdom, constituted the Unixersitv Commission at c*noirnous public 
exjrense. Savants and urnxeisity administrators from far and near were 
on tire Commission They, after infinite toil and trouble scouring the 
whole* continent of India examining a huge number of witnesses, seeing 
educational institutions of tbe countix for tbeiiiselxes, brought out a 
voluminous report embodying re< omrm*ndat ions for* remodelling the 
University on nc*w lines Th«*se reports arc* by this time moth-eaten and 
dusty. What have we done* with regal d to those recommendations? 
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We are confronted with a huge deficit in our budget. For want of 
funds, our popular Minister for Education has not yet dared recast the 
(Jriiveisitv Act. He is not prepared to face the music. The cries for 
vocational education, free and compulsory primary education, technical 
education and so forth, are insistent and persistent. What can he do? 
We have to turn to the very clever, genial and obliging Finance Mem- 
bei for the redress of our numerous grievances. But he too is a man 
and no magician, who can turn stones into gold coins. Let us wait and 
see how he deals with his colleagues in giving them the sinews of war; 
then and then only, shall we be m a position to judge of the valour, tact 
and strategy of oui Captains of Education, Industries, Health and so 
forth. Let us wait and watch. Formation of committees is no remedy. 
It may bring solace to tin* souls of impatient idealists. Let us be practi- 
cal men. Instead of promoting st i ife— instead ot showing unnecessary 
light engendering bad blood — let us bide our time. If you want to see 
on i University constituted on more democratic lines, let us seize the 
occasion, when the Ait comes up for remodelling and amendment. 
I’he time for that, to my mmd is not yet. Then comes the legal ques- 
tion. A committee appointed by this House, may maintain only a tug- 
of-war with the Uni\ersity and the result will be a “ draw.” Public 
criticisms will no doubt lane their sobering effect upon the University. 
To my mind, tin* Post-graduate Department is the crown and glory of 
the University. It is the only feature which makes the Unnersity, a Uni- 
versity — a real institution for the advancement of learning. But I 
must conclude by saying that the giaduate and undergraduate teaching 
is not up to the maik, as noticed by the University Commission. 

With these words, 1 l>rg to oppose the resolution of Balm Rishindra 
Nath Baikal. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): Before 1 enter into t lie various questions 
debated to-day, I desiie to make one oi two observations of a preliminary 
nature. The liist observation that 1 desire to make is this. I found 
that some of tin* spcakeis referred to the conduct of Ills Excellency the 
Governor. Pei Imps they did so in ignorance of the spirit of t lie rules of 
this House. Pule 11, clause {>r), lays down that a membei while shak- 
ing must not reflect upon the conduct of His Majesty the King or the 
Govei nor-( ieneral or any Governor or any eouit of justice. However, 

1 1io]h» and trust that in future, members of this House will remember 
tin* spirit of this rule. Another obser\ ation of a preliminary* nature 

The PRESIDENT: Would you let me know what reflections you 
refer to? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: One reflection was that His Excel- 
lency was the Chancellor of the I Diversity* and, as Chancellor, by 
implication he was responsible. However, I am not rising to a point 
wf order, Sir. 
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The PRESIDENT: 1 thought you were referring to a point of order. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: No, it was not a point of order. 
If it were a point of order, I would have drawn your attention to it at 
the time. My jioint is that these references should he avoided as far as 
possible, tor they tend to bring- questions of conduct into discussion. 

In this connection 1 desire to mention that although in yesterday’s 
debate a high tone was maintained and no specific refeience to person- 
alities made' but unfortunately m to-day’s debate, on both sides, there 
were specific refeiences to pel sonalities. This House should i (‘member 
its own dignity and this House ought to remember that reteience to pei- 
sonalities should wherevei possible be avoided. There was some lefer- 
enee made to me about a certain matter with whnh I do not promise to 
deal, as 1 think that it is best to avoid personalities and peisonal explana- 
tions as much as {>ossible. Along with these preliminary remarks I 
desire to make another observation. 1 say, let theie lx 1 more of light 
and less of heat when urn discuss important questions like these. The 
nicmbeis of this House — t hose who spoke as critics of t lit* Calcutta 
H ni versify and those who spoke as siippoiters of the Calcutta Cnivei- 
sity — should lemember that the ohpx t of this House and tin* object of the 
Calcutta Cimeisity is the same, at any rate ought to lx* the same. 1 have 
not the slightest doubt that the bettei mind of this House and the 
bettei mind of that gieat body, the Calcutta Cniversitv, are united in 
the common purpose of linpioving higher education m this couutiy 
Should this House oi should that gieat body stmt a futile quairelr J Let 
both these bodies iemembei that it theie be a conflict between th.s House 
and that great body, the result will be disastiou.s to the educational 
interests of the country . Those responsible for this conflict will lx* doing 
a bad turn indeed to the Cab uttu Cmveisity a* well as to the south of the 
( ountry . 

With these observations 1 would say a few mole wands with legaid 
to this resolution, and, in doing so, I desire to bring bn ward to the 
notice of this House some unpurtant ronsnlerat ions, and those (onsidein- 
tions, I trust, wbll convince this House that it will not lx* light to accept 
this resolution — at any rate not at this stage, din* mover and his 
supporters have criticised the piesent administration of the Cm versify 
in geneinl as wadi as on financial ground-*, and jHuhaps their criticisms 
have on certain points been somewliat seven*. I do not propose at this 
stage to deal with the criticisms. Indeed I feel it somewhat difficult 
to deal with detailed criticisms because I have* not yet had an opportunity 
of healing the other side of the stoiv from the constituted authorities of 
the Calcutta University. I do not therefore propose to answer these 
criticisms as to details. But I feel that it will not lx* right for Gov- 
ernment to accept a resolution like his without at any late giving- tJ )r 
Calcutta University a full and fair opportunity of placing their views 
before the Government. I appreciate that in this House to-d&v I had 
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the pleasure of hearing the views of some of my friends who spoke 
against the resolution and I also had the pleasure yesterday of hearing 
the member tor the Calcutta University, Rai Bahadur Jogendra Chundei 
(those, but I think that in a mattei like* tins we ought to have the con- 
sideied views ot the constituted body itself. The members of this 
House should remember that the Calcutta Umveisity is a responsible 
statutory body with great traditions and with a pioud leeord ot gieaf 
and good work behind it. It is never right to condemn anyone unheard. 
It will be a grievous wrong, indeed, if we weie to condemn a body 
like the Calcutta University without giving that body even an opportu- 
nity t*» explain what it nia) peihaps veiy legitimately and properly ex- 
plain. I have uses! the wold “ (ondeinn ” because it strikes me that 
the appointment of a committee may be taken by some to represent a cen- 
sorious at t it tide. It may be said, “Why did not ( iovei nnient take steps 
to get the \ iews of the Calcutta University with regal <1 to these resolu- 
tlons , *' ,, I think it light to offci a wold of explanation with regal d to 
fins point. So f a i as the shoit notice allowed, my depaitment com- 
municated the lesolut ions to a icspniisihle authoiity of tin* Calcutta 
UniviMsitv , but I was t<dd that that Uimeisitv, befoic expressing its 
mcws finally on impoitant questions like these, wanted to consult its 
Senate oi Swidieate as the case may be They had no oppoilumtv \et, 
I undoi sta ml , to do Him Curt her it must lie lememheied that we could 
at this stage onl\ communicate the lesolutioim and, obxioiisly, tliere 
was no < > { » j m 1 1 1 unity to communicate the detailed cnfieisnis which were 
biouglit beloie this House during- this debate I piopose to send a i op\ 
ol to-day’s and yc-deida\’s discussions to the Calcutta Univeisitv As 
soon as t hi- Legislative I )epai t incut can place me m possession of these 
I u i >cee< lings, I will take an eaily np]x>rt unit \ to request the Calcutta 
Umveisity to plate then views hefoie (io\ei nnient with regard to the 
criticisms and the lesolutions I would, therefoie, uige upon this House, 
apait f i din otliei unisons, foi this unison alone that we ought not to pass 
t hose resolutions m a huriy. Tlieie is anothei impoitant coiisidei ation 
whitli 1 will earnestly place hefoie this House The Council should 
leniember that success of lngliei education m this province would dejiend 
largely upon co-opei ation , frank, honest, and hearty co-operation between 
this Council and the Calcutta Umveisity. A conflict between this House 
and the Calcutta Unnersity will mean a great blow to the cause oi higher 
education in this pro\ince. Any hasty action on the part of this House 
may hnng it into conflict with that body and to-day’s speeches fill me 
with the apprehension that unless we are generous, such a conflict will 
surely take place. In a matter like this, I again repeat that it would 
be best both for this House and the Calcutta University to be actuated 
by one motive and one motive alone, namely, public good. I trust 
the future will prove that both these bodies, this House and the 
Calcutta University, will show that they are actuated by that motive 
alone. At any rate I would give that chance to both these bodies. It 
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is dangerous to prophesy and I will not prophesy, hut I hope that the 
future will prove that both these responsible bodies are worthy ot the 
yreat responsibilities imposed upon them. Thcieloie I appeal to this 
House and to the Calcutta Cinveisitv to use superior to |M»ttv personal 

animosities and to be actuated solelv bv the dictates oi public good 
Let not tlie unfoitunate and lone- suttenng student community sutler 
moie by an //n/x/sm hi ought about bv peisonal prejudice and personal 
difteieiices and, max 1 add, pen halo e b\ honest ditteiences ot opinion 
on bntli sides I would now make a spe» lal appeal to this House. Let 
1 1 ot this House toi tret itsdignitv and respoiisihdit v . but let it a lead 

to otheis about then sense ot digmtv and i espoiisi lulit \ . This House 
is cliai Lred with the powei ot the pulse This House is also charged 
with the jiowei ot legislation To m\ mind on these powei s to a veiv 
gie.it extent the u-ef ulness. the 1 1 i n 1 1 \ and the constitution ot the Cal- 
( ll 1 1 a I niveisitv depend The l.nyei the powei, the highei ought to be 
the sense ot l e-poii si bd 1 1 \ It a contlut mi toi t miatelv aiises in tin* 

h'tuie 1 hopt ih.it this < unfix t will nevei aiise I hope and trust that 

t his ( 'ouik il be i lie (hailed with higher i esponsi bilit ies will show gieatei 
toi lieai am e. gieatei toleiutmn. giealei modeiation and mole ot self- 
lestiamt Attci 1 haw made this s]»ecial appeal to this House, l think 
that 1 shall be justified in making a speunl appeal to the Calcutta Cin- 
'eis.tx as well 1 would umim lenmxl tlie Calcutta I m\etsit\ of its 

gieat and good w oi k and its hunoiiiable tiaditions 1 would ask that 

bod v to beat m mind those tiaditions in dealing with (juestions like 
these I lelnind that bod \ that <oipoiate bodies who have to de.il with 
I*ii bli< a flan s in any shape oi loini oi , foi the mattei of that, even indivi- 
duals who have to ileal with stn h atfails should nevei be impatient of 

< r 1 1 1 < ism even whole the motives and objei t of then eiities mav not be 
a< voiding to then own opinions above question Although 1 must 
fiaiiklv state that most of the < iitxs in this House at ;m\ late .esteidav 
refrained fiom ] »c r s» * 1 1 a ! <iitK'snis vet, even if theie weie peisonal ciiti- 

< imiis, g i eat bodies like this House oi the gieat Calcutta Cinveisitv 
ough f not to be svvaved bv sjn h hiIk miis I would ventuie to lemind 
the Calcutta I niveisitv that coipoiate bodies who have to deal with 
public funds must alwavs be prepaied to plate then at counts and finan- 
t lal dealings beioie tlx* ]>ublx mespectiv.* of nariow interpi ef at ions of 
law Some critx ism ha- been made bv the cntics of the Calcutta Cni- 
versitv both insult* this House and outside that ceitain financial trans- 
actions of the Calcutta Cinveisitv rerpine explanation. As I have 
vet had no oppoitunitv of healing Lot h -ides of the question, I do not 
propose to pass anv opinion on the subject to-day. I trust, however that 
tlx* Calcutta Cinveisitv will appreciate that, as a publx body dealing 
with public funds existing as it does for tlx* good of the public, it is its 
clear duty to silence its cntics bv full disclosures of its accounts and 
its financial dealings. Speaking foi myself and weighing* everv word 
I say, I have every < onfidenee that the Calcutta University will take 
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an early opportunity to publish its accounts and financial dealings. I 
have every confidence that, when such publications are placed before 
the public, it will enable the University to effectually silence its unchari- 
table ciitics. One woid more and I have done. 1 would appeal to the 
movers of these resolutions to withdraw their resolutions for the present 
with a \ievv to enable the Government to get necessary facts from the 
Calcutta University. After all, the mattei will alvuns lie with them. 
It will be against the good of the public, it, will be against the interests 
of the student community to fight these resolutions to a finish. I would 
therefore earnestly api>eal to the movers of these resolutions to with- 
draw them, but if they do not listen to my advice, 1 must oppose them 
because it is against public interest that these resolutions should be 
passed. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I beg to move that the question be now put. 

The PRESIDENT: 1 would like to know whethei the movers of the 
resolutions aie inclined to withdraw them. 

Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKAR: 1 am not going to withdraw. 

JJabu Rishindia Nath Saikai’s motion being put to the vote, a division 
was taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhone. 

Ahmed, Maulvi Emaduddm. 

Ahmed, Mr. M. 

Ahmed, Maulvi Rah Uddin. 

Ahmed, Munshi Jafar. 

Ali, Maulvi A. H. M. Wazir. 

All, Munshi Amir. 

All, Munshi Ayub. 

Arhamuddin, Maulvi Khandakar. 

Azam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamed. 
Barma, Rai Sahib Panohanan. 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Bhattaoharji, Babu Hem Chandra. 
Charmakar, Babu Rasik Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Babu Kishori Mohan- 
Chaudhuri, Babu TankanaM. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hafizar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Shah Muhammad 
Das, Babu Bhishmadev. 

De, Babu Famndralal. 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Or. Haridhan. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhushan. 

Faroqui, K. C. M. 

Chatak, Rai Sahib Nilmani- 
Haq, Maulvi A. K. Fazl ul. 

Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. 

Huq, Maulvi Ekramul. 

Hussain, Maulvi Mahammad Madauur. 


Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Karim, Maulvi Fazlal. 

Khan, Babu Devendra Lai. 

Khan, Maulvi Hamid-ud-din. 

Khan Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Muhammad Ershad Ah. 

Law, Raja Reshee Case. 

Makramali, Munshi. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. 
Moitra, Dr. Jatindra Nath. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu sarat Chandra. 
Mulhck, Babu Nirode Behary. 

Mullick, Babu Surendra Nath. 

Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. 

Pahiowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Raikat, Mr. Prasanna Deb. 

Rauf, Maulvi Shah Abdur. 

Ray, Babu Surendra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Upendra Lai. 

Roy, Babu Jogandra Krishna. 

Roy, Babu Jogendra Nath. 

Roy, Babu Nalmi Nath. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunish 
Chandra. 

Sarkar, Babu Jogesh Chandra. 

Sarkar, Babu Rishindra Nath. 

Sinha, Babu Surendra Narayan. 
Suhrawardy, Mr. Huseyn Shahaad. 


NOES. 


Banarjea, Rai Bahadur Abinaah Chandra. 
Bias, Mr. E. E. 

Bom pas, Mr C- H. 


Afzal, Nawabzada K. M. Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmad, Maulvi Yakuinuddin. 

Banarjea, tha Hon’bla Sir Surandra Nath. 
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Bom, Mr- S. M. 

Cat heart, Mr M. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendranath. 

Chaudhuri, the Hon’bl* th# Nawab Saiyid 
Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Das, Rai Bahadur Amar Nath. 

Donald, Mr. J. 

Doss, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai. 

French, Mr. F. C. 

Chose, Mr. O C. 

Hopkyns, Mr. W. S. 

Kerr, the Hon’ble Mr. J. H. 

Khan, Maulvi Md. Raftque Uddm. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon'ble 
Marr, Mr. A. 

McKenzie, Mr. D. P. 

The Ayes being 1 and the Noes 


Mitter, the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. 

Mukherjee, Babu Nitya Dhone. 
Mukherji, Professor S. C. 

Nakty, Mirza Muhammad All. 

O'Kinealy Lt.-Col. Frederick. 

0 Malley, Mr. L. 1 8. 

Pal, Rai Bahadur Radha Charan. 

Payne, Mr. C. F. 

Ray Chaudhun, Babu Brojendra Kishor. 
Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 
Ray Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Mr. J. E. 

| Roy, Mr. Tant Bhusan. 

Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Wheeler, the Hon’ble Sir Henry. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

H, the motion was carried. 


Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY: I bop loavo lo with- 
draw m\ resolution. 

lilt' follow mgr iesolution was then. h\ lea\c of the Coiiik d. with- 
drawn 

“ This (\miMil reeoininemL to the ( lo\ er mnent tliat a (oniimttee he 
appointed to mijuiie into the iinaneial admim^tiation ot the Calcutta 
Lim ei sit \ , jiai t u ulat !\ ot the 1‘ost-gi .uluate Department 

The following iesolution was also deemed to he withdtawu: 


Babu DEVENDRA LAL KHAN: This ( \mm ll recommends to < he 
( io\ ei mnent that a non-oliieutl committee ol expeits lie foimed lo iihjuiic 
into the whole ol the finances id tin* Galeutta 1 ni\ersit\ and suggest 
means for the settlement thereof, altei leceiving evidence, oral oi 
written, from such public im*n ami associations as are willing to help the 
committee 


Local Boards. 

Babu TANK AN ATH CHAUDHURI: “ This Council recommends to 
the (ioveriiment that local hoards Ik* ioimed in areas smaller than a 
subdivision.” 

In every subdivision of Bengal there aie local hoards which arc entrust- 
ed with the administration of certain local affairs within their area, but 
the local hoards as they are constituted at piesent cannot properly dis- 
charge their duties, then jurisdiction extending over a large area. If 
smaller boards could be formed the needs of the people would be better 
cared for. In section (i of tin* Bengal Local Self-Government Act it is 
laid down that the Lieutenant-Governor may by notification establish 
a local board in any subdivision or in any one, two or more subdivisions 
combined; but the Village Self-Government Act of 1919 amends this 
section in this way : — 

The Lieutenant-Governor may by notification establish a local board in any 
subdivision or part of a subdivision or any one, two or more subdivisions combined 
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Now, Sir, in places where the Village Self-Government Act has been 
extended the Government have the power of declaring smaller areas than 
that of a subdivision to form a local board, but under the Bengal Self- 
Government Act, the Government lane no such power. It is a fact 
that where union boaids have been established the local needs are better 
looked after than where then* aie none, so it will be to the interest of the 
people that local boards should be established in aieas wheie no union 
boards have been formed. 

There is oik* other point which 1 wish to mention in this connection. 
There are many distru ts in Bengal where it is difficult to get really good 
men to earn on the work entrusted to union boards, and m those districts 
it local boaids are established toi smallei areas than a subdivision the 
woik could be better managed The local boards can make the union 
hoards join hands in earning out vaiious woiks o! usefulness, as. for 
example, sanitation. It nun be tilth* too piematuie on my part to bring 
forward this resolution, esj>eeinll\ as I understand, the Local Sell-Govern- 
ment Act is going to be jevised soon. 

With these remarks, I beg to commend my resolution to the accept- 
ance of t he ( ’ouncil. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved, by way of amendment, “ that 
in motion No 5 alter the word ‘ subdivision,' the following be added, 
namely : 

‘ and not greater than one oi two < haukidari ciicle areas.’ 

He spoke in Bengali in siippoit ot his motion 

Raja MAN ILOLL SINCH ROY: 1 am son \ that I am obliged to 
oppose this lesolution ol Balm Tankaiiath ('haudhiui, inasmuch as 1 think 
that t hei e is no necessity toi establishing local boards in areas smaller 
than a subdivision when* union boaids ha\e already been constituted 
or are likely to be constituted m tin* near future, as the union boards are 
expected to dischaige most of flu* duties pie\iousl\ enti listed to local 
boaids and mans more, lienee tin* local boaids will ha\e but \ei\ little 
to do even to justitx tlu*ii exislenn*. Of course the local boards may 
bo so funned ill othei cases; but I believe then* will be no such occasion 
tor this, as union boards are likely to be established soon throughout the 
province Moieover, the Government having alieadv modified section 
(> of the Local Self-Government Act h\ inserting the words “ or part 
of a subdivision ” attei tin* wands “ any subdivision ” ( ride schedule 
I attachi'd to the Village* Self-Government Act, 1B19), there is no need 
of the proposed resolution, oi tin* amendment. 

Maulvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: I am sorry that 1 have to oppose 
this motion which has been moved hv Balm Tankaiiath Chaudhuri. He 
himself is a chairman of a district board, and I do not know how it has 
been possible for him to come forward with this resolution. Before for- 
warding a resolution of this nature, we ought to look at the financial as- 
pect of the question. We are already overburdened with the rates we are 
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called upon to pay to existing’ local hoards. In addition to those, m 
every district, union hoaids lia\e been established and it is an accepted 
principle that a ceitam poition of the ie\ enues ot district hoards should 
he made ovei to them, and they have, notwithstanding that, been called 
upon to hand ovei a certain {nation ot the income to these union hoards. 
It we increase the number ot local hoards, many ot my triends. who aie 
memheisot the di^tint hoaids, know t nil well that it will limit the 
income ot the distiut hoards. It has been the polity ot Government and 
a vei \ rib'll t ]h>1ic\ . to establish union hoaids all ovei the province ot 
Rental. 1 hese hoaids look to the mteiests ot the lo< al hums, and they are 
ill a position to see what retoimsaie necessai \ , and what woik has to be 
cart led out 1 ndei the < n eunistanees, when union hoaids alieadv exist, 
and will he established theie is no neecssitv toi local hoaids The time 
will come w hen we max he able to doawav with ha al hoai ds alto^et hoi . 

With these tew words. I op[>ose t he mot ion 

Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY! 1 have pleasuie m a< cording my 
suppoi t to the lesolutnm moved by my tnend At present each siibdi- 
' is ion has a Ini al boa id w tin h supplement s t lie w « » ? k of tin* (list i let boa id. 

I In- aii*,i ot a mi hd i \ Mm, is often ho bin to Im* pi ope 1 1\ looked at tel h\ a 
local ho, ml. Government ofhceis liaxe the kmhiki's ot the State at their 
l)a< k and can pmpeily peitonn the duties that demand mspeition. Rut 
the lmal board with the should lesninees at its disposal cannot piopeilv 
disi ha i ”e t he dut ies ent i listed to it The woik ot i iispec I ion specially m 
netRei ted and it is often complained that paits ot tjio subdivision which 
aie neai the hcad<|ua 1 1 er s km rue moie attention than the iest This 
^nevame tan oiilv lie removed it a local hoaid is Mealed foi a smallri 
ulea III that i asi* the plants I J oil i thedistiu t hoaid would he moiee<|UI- 
tald\ (list i ihuted and mole piofitahly too In these d;i\s ot deientia- 

I I silt ion, w lien people aie belli” cm oina^ed to look aftei then own a flails 
and un urns an* hoc nmin<r < ent ies toi a dm mist i at iv e w oi k, it is only piopei 
that aieas smallei than a subdivision should have local hoaids of 
t hoi ? own c oinpi i si ii *r ot a ^roup of unions. The adoption of this i eso- 
lutmn. moieovei, will he a <ri1*at help to the adimnist ia< ton . Coinmcne 
and industries w ill piosper as hettei mads will he const meted and better 
an a n^ements tor fen ies made Medical aid will he easily available and 
educational needs better attended to It will moieovei *>i\e the people 
the opportunity to learn how to manage theii own affairs and develop in 
them a sense of civic responsibility. 

I nder the en eumstanee, 1 hope the Council will recommend to the 
(roveinment that local hoaids he burned m aieas smaller than a subdivi- 
sion. 

Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: 1 cannot support the reso- 
lution moved by Rabu Tankanath ( ‘liauclhin i, because I do not find anv 
necessity for establishing sepaiate local hoaids in areas smaller than a 
subdivision. Moreover, when it is the policy of the Government to have 
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union boards gradually established throughout the province under the 
circle system, we must wait to see how the work of union boards 
goes on. The mover of the resolution says, in some districts 
there are no such persons who will be able to manage union boards 
so J wonder how it will be possible in such districts to have well-managed 
local boards. Another thing I would like to point out is, that the estab- 
lishment of separate local boards w ill certainly increase the recurring 
expenditure, because every board will have to pay for a sub-overseer 
and office contingencies. The funds of the local boards, as is w'ell known, 
are very limited, and there is always clamour tor more funds by their 
Chairmen and of the district boards. Therefore, I say that it is not wise to 
have local boards in areas smaller than a subdivision. 

With these words, J oppose the motion. 

Rai ABINASH CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: I rise to oppose 
both the motion and the amendment. In the first place, I think it is 
known, and known very widely indeed, that the local boards that exist 
in the country have not been able to justify their existence as yet. Of 
course, with all due deference to the local boards, it should be said that 
perhaps scojk* was not given to them to show their competence and use- 
fulness. Mow' that we have had union boards established thioughout 
the length and breadth of the country, the time has come when these 
local boards should be given further powers to enable them to justify 
their existence; secondly, to form a greater number of local boards than 
do exist in the country at this stage, is not very wise; besides, so far as 
I know', there is no bar existing under the present law against the forma- 
tion of local boards in areas smaller than a subdivision, if the Govern- 
ment. are convinced of the necessity of forming one in that locality. 1 
can quote an example of my ow n district In Birbhum, at Bolpur, which 
is not a subdivision, but only a chauki , it has already been proposed by 
the district board, and the proposal has been supported by the District 
Magistrate and the Divisional Commissioner, that a local board be formed, 
and, as far as I know, the (io\ eminent will approve of its formation. 
Next, as to tin 1 question of ha\mg a local board for one or two unions, 
1 would say that the idea is absurd. If you have a local board to control 
the work of one or two unions, what are these union boards meant for? 
The w'ork suggested to be done by the local boards, in larger areas, is 
being done by the union boards themselves. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: I rise to oppose 
the motion as Avell as the amendment moved by Shah Syed Emdadul ITaq. 
In order to find out whether it is desirable to establish local boards in 
smaller areas than a subdivision, we ha\e to consider what the functions 
of a local board are. The local board’s activities are confined .to the 
maintenance of roads that are transferred to it by the district board, and 
the management of pounds and ferries and payment of grants to schools. 
On the formation of the union boards, all this work will have to be done 
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by the union boards. The local board, under the Village Self-Govern- 
ment Act, will be the supervising body; it will have to supervise and act 
as arbitrator, in the case of works of improvement, if there is a dispute 
between the union board and the persons asked to effect an improvement ; 
so the local board as constituted will be quite competent to deal with 
this work. Moreover, we are all aware that we find it very difficult to 
find competent members for local boards in a subdivision. Now that the 
number of local hoards have been increased, it is more difficult to find 
suitable members < ompetent to work for the union boards If these 
areas are gradually curtailed, difficulties will inciease, and it is doubt- 
ful whether any real work will be done by the local boaids it confined to 
a smaller area. On the contrary, it will entail expenditure on establish- 
ment, and if we have local boards in smaller areas, all the money will go 
to the maintenance of establishment, and there will be very little left for 
real work. Where we ha\e union boards, there they will find work for 
themselves 'There are ecu tain woiks of improvement that are recom- 
mended b\ the district boards to be done by the union boards, and foi 
this work the district boards will have to find funds, and the Chairman 
of the district board y\ ill have to deride y\hich woik will lie done by the 
union hoard and which by the local hoard 

M ith these words, I oppose tlie motion and amendment. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF-GOV- 
ERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): I am soi rv to sn \ 

that on behalf of Governnlent , I must oppose both the resolution and the 
amendment But, at the same time. I beg leave to observe that 1 am in 
sympat h\ w it 1) t he si ope and uhjec t of hot h these pioposjf ions 'The under- 
lying idea scents to be that we should curtail the area within which a 
fix al hoard is to be established m older to create the maximum of local 
intei est . I think that is a sound principle: that is the underlying funda- 
mental prim iple of local self-government ; we must awaken local intei est 
in order to stimulate local patriotism. 1 accept that principle, and if wc 
follow* if to its legitimate issue, the ob\ious conclusion is that yve should 
have union hoards in preference to local boards To my mind — I speak 
on my own behalf and not on behalf of the Government because it is a 
mattei yvhieli ha- not been eonsideied by the Government ns ;i whole - 
it seems that these lex aj hoard- an* a useless apjiendage to the* system 
of local self-goy eminent , they aie the fifth wheel to the coach, and if 
oil behalf of the Government it is jcermitted to me to }>e associated w ith 
the amendment of the Local Self-Government Act, it would be rnv duty 
to submit for the consideration of the* Government and this House, 
whether it would not he desirable to do away with local hoards alto- 
gether, and to make the* union hoards and district hoards the sole and 
entire machinery for the administration of local self-government in the 
rural areas. As I contemplate the* future of local self-government, it 
seems to me that in the evolution of that great system, the union hoards 
will have a very potential place, and that they will occupy, in relation 
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to the district hoards, the same position which the provincial govern- 
ments at the present moment occupy in relation to the Central Govern- 
ment, viz, that they will send delegate*, to flit* distmt hoards and 
conti ihute towards the funds of the district boaids, hut having theii 
own local institutions, then local town halls, local maiket jdaces, being 
sell -con ta i ned , self-oi ganised, self-sufficient units of a great system. 
That is my conception of the futuie of local sell-govei nment . But all 
t hat is jm*i sonal. 

1 would state, on behalf, of the Go\ eminent , that 1 oppose both 
these resolutions. In the fii>t pla< e, \ on cannot ha\e a local boaid in 
an area smallei than a subdivision, unless the Village Sell-t io\ eminent 
Act has been mtioduced into that aiea, and there aie union boaids. 
()bviousl\, therefoie, when* the Village Self-Govei nment Act is not m 
opeiation, this resolution < annot take effe< t This is the legal objection, 
but then* an* admmistintm* difh<ultn*s of a scinuis ( haractei to which 
my tncnds ovci theie, and m\ fi lends on this side of the House have 
also icfeiied. If \ou go on adding to the numhei of the local Iniards, 
\ on ha\<* to add to the ch*i)cal establishment, the t*ngineei ing staff, you 
must add to the buildings and thus enoi moiish s\\(dl the cNpcndituie 
of these local boaids wlinh, as it is, is \ei\ small and inadequate. 
Theiefoie, \ou cannot lav down a haul and last mle as is lecommended 
b\ iii\ hon’blc fnend If a pioposition of this kind i> made b\ an\ of 
th<* district boaids Government will ( oiisider sm h a pioposition upon 
the matenals pla< cd befoie it, but I de< line, on bidialf of the Gov el n- 
im*n,l to la \ down a bald and Iasi principle applnahle to all distncts. 
On these giounds, I desiie to oppose these lesolutioiis, and would ask 
my friends to withdiaw them and tliev will be at libertv to bring this 
matter up when the Local Self-Government Act < omcs up foi amend- 
ment I hope m\ fi lends will accept the suggestion, and w lth- 
draw the resolut ions. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: In view of what the Hon'ble 
Minister in ehaige has said, 1 think it will be wise for me to withdraw 
my resolution for the present. 

The resolution was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following amendment fell through:— 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: rhat in motion No. 5, after the 

word ‘sub-division’ the follow ing be added, namelv : — 

* and not greater than one or two chaukidari < lrcle areas.’ 

Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MULLICK: This Council recommends 
that immediate steps be taken to put a stop to the levying by the Calcutta 
Electric Supply Corporation of the surcharge of lb per cent, on their 


consumers. 
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In moving this resolution I do not think I shall have to make any 
very lengthy speech in support of it. This matter was considered by 
the Corporation of Calcutta on my motion both in the Electricity License 
Special Committee as well as in the Corporation with the result that it 
was accepted and a request was made by the Corporation to the (Govern- 
ment for getting this surcharge jenioved. 

The Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation began levying this sur- 
(haige from Januaiy , 1920, on the giound that the cost of pi oduct ion has 
ineieased owing to high juices The question now is whether this claim 
is justifiable In this connection it must lu* remembered that the Elec- 
tric Supply Corporation is a public utility company enjoying a monojdy 
in tiicir trade Tlu* terms under which thev ait* raining on their busi- 
ness iire also vei y much advantageous to them Ilnur business is 
iik reusing hy leaps and hounds e\ei\ year so much so that they cannot 
attend to all the calls made on then service There is no provision to con- 
tiol tin* profits which they can make at the expense of the public. Then, 
again, being a monojxdv company, their customers, viz., tin* public of 
Calcutta and its Mmoundmgs arc entnelv at their mercy'. In this country 
then* is no provision m its Electro *ty A< t for a “ sliding scab* ” as in 
England — a healthy system of cheek on extortionate rates by which the 
dividend would he allowed to he moie if tlu* rate for current was less, and 
if the rate for eonsumjition went up then the dividend would he eor- 
l espondinglv reduced. 

In this connection, [ would venture to draw the attention of the 
House to t he ( lovei nmelit Eleetlieal Adviser Mr M cares’ hook The hue 
nlatinr; to El< t t rn al Kturt/i/ in India where, at page 87, this system 
was cleailv explained Mr Meaies has suggested that if tin* dividend 
p;n (1 hy the company was la j»ei cent then the rate for consumption 
should he 2 a annas, and if the standard rate went up to 2;8j annas the 
dividend allowable should go down to 10 j>er cent The present actual 
subsisting rate is 0 annas per unit In view of this, in their committee 
meeting in the Corporation, the Chairman of the Calcutta Coi poration 
than whom there was none iwoie qualified to express an opinion on the 
subject, was pleased toobseive that this policy of a “sliding scale” should 
he accepted and that if the dividend was fixed at say 10 j>or cent, then 
the standard late of unit should he fixed at 0 annas, and if the Electric 
Supply Corporation reduced theii charge below annas then the allowable 
dividend should be cor responding! v im leased and, he thought, a dividend 
of 12A ]>er cent, w ith a rate of 0 annas per unit would be a reasonable 
figure. We are now paying 0 annas per unit plus a surcharge 
of la per tent. A distinguished brother Municipal Commissioner 
of ours, well known for his ability, integrity and outspokenness, who is 
himself an Engineer and has a very large experience — I mean Mr 
Wyness — wl is also of a similar opinion and thought that there should 
be a scheme of that character in Cahutta and that the Corporation 
ought not to be allowed to make any undue profit. The result was the 
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Committee accepted the view and when the matter came before the full 
house of the Corporation they accepted the situation uem.con. and re- 
commended to the Government, in the Chairman’s letter paragraph 8, 
that this surcharge of 15 per cent, on the ground of increase in working 
expenses was unjustifiable in view of the dividends which the company 
have been paying and they strongly recommended that Government 
should call upon the Elect uc Supply Corporation to withdraw it forth- 
with. 

That, Sir, is the whole of my present resolution. 

There is one other thing that 1 would beg to place before this House in 
connection with the alleged justification of the Electric Corporation for 
summarily levying a 15 pei cent, surcharge rate. This justification is 
merely an excuse and a very lame one too. From the facts that I am 
going to place before you, you will have no difficulty in finding out that 
this is merely a counterblast set up by the Company in anticipation of 
an attempt at cutting down their rate which they knew was overdue 
and impossible by them to resist any longer on the admitted facN. 

in this connection, I would place a few facts before the House. 
In 1915 the Corporation, at the instance of the general public, took up 
the question of the very high rates levied by the Electric Supply Cor- 
poration and reported to Government recommending a reduction. The 
Government was pleased to appoint a committee for considering the 
same and that committee in their repoi t ( pai agi aphs 21 and 22> stated 
that there was sufficient margin to admit a further reduction in the cost 
price pci unit and that, with the general expansion of business of the 
Company and consequent increased income, a reduction in the rate 
could reasonably he looked for at an early date. Owing to abnormal 
conditions then prevailing the Electric Supply Corporation was spared 
and no reduction was then insisted upon. This was in ] 010. Since then 
the business of the Company has increased enormously so mm h so that 
they cannot meet with tin* demand on their services now existing. They 
have boon paying high dividends year after year. In 1919 the divided 
rose to about 20 per cent., 10 per cent, as actual dividend and another 
10 per cent, in the value of a bonus share added to every 10 shares, but 
still in 1920 they contemplated t lie levying of this surcharge of 15 per 
cent, and summarily levied it from the 1st of July 1921. This has been 
done and there can he no doubt about it because w ith a dividend of 20 per 
cent, for 1919 and with that Report of 1916 admitting the reasonableness 
of a demand for reduction of rate per unit at an early date the Company 
could easily foresee that the Corporation and the public would again make 
a demand for the necessary reduction and in order to anticipate them the 
Company levied this 15 per cent, by way of an anticipated counterblast 
to steal a march over the public. This they did evidently with the idea 
that if a demand he now again made for reduction of rate, then by a com- 
promise the chances were that this 15 per cent, surcharge would only 
be taken off and so the old subsisting rate would remain unaltered. I 
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understand a similar trick is going to be played by another monopoly 
company of public utility, viz., the Calcutta Tramways Company. They 
are now seeking, I am told, to raise their fares when it is high time they 
should reduce them. The Calcutta public must be on their punrd apainst 
such a trick beinp repeated if soupht to be placed by this Company lbllow- 
inp suit. 

This however is the treatment at any rate which the Electric Company 
has accorded to its customers and this is the commercial honesty dis- 
played by a monopoly company to its customers by keepinp the dividend 
nominally to 10 per cent, and uddinp another 10 per cent by way of a 
subterfupe. This apain has been done repardinp a tliinp which in Cal- 
cutta is no lonper a luxury but is a necessity of lift* Increment of taxa- 
tion for a necessity of life oupht not to be resorted to except as a vet \ 
last measure but this, the Company soupht to do, when the\ weie enjoy - 
inp a dividend of at least 20 per cent, and when with a much lower divi- 
dend the Government committee recommended a reduction at no early 
date. In 1010, the reduction was not made nvvmp to uncertain and abnor- 
mal conditions durinp the war bv wav of indulpenee and the Company 
has now taken advantape « » f that indulpenee shown in a wav the less said 
about which the bettei This is nothmp but a plarmp instance of tin* 
principle that there an* man v people who mistake kindness for weakness 
and take advantape of it. And all this is possible because it is a mono- 
poly Company and the cmiMimeis are at fheii merev. This is the Com- 
pany apain which, onlv a couple of months apo. asked foi an indulpenee 
by way of extension of their period of contract and in their application 
they based theii claim. I puote tin* lanpuape “ entircK in the interests 
of the consumers ” Could impudence po any furthei ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Kerr): Mr Mullrck has piven us an intercstinp history 
of tins question ; and as far as it goes, it is a eoi reef and < nmplete account 
of the recent nepot iations which have been going on between the Electric 
Supply Company, the Calcutta. Corporal ion ami the Government. What 
he has omitted to tell us. and what 1 was hoping he would tell us, is 
how we arc going to give effect to his resolution The resolution asks 
us to take immediate steps to put a stop to the levying bv the Calcutta 
Electric Supply Corporation of the surcharge of ]f> pej cent, and as far 
as I know we have no power to take such steps eithei under the law or 
outside the law. The Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation aie working 
under a license and the present term of that license runs till the* vein 192*8. 
The Company recently addressed the Government and asked them to 
use their powers under the Act to extend the tcim of the license from ten 
years to twenty years. The reason that they gave us was that with the 
expansion of Calcutta and the grow ing demands for electric facilities 
it was necessary for them to build new power stations and to establish 
a number of new main connections, all of which would cost them a good 

M 1 



184 


CALCUTTA ELECTRIC SUPPLY. 


[30th Aug. 


deal of money and it was therefore necessary for them to borrow money 
in order to carry out these improvements. They said that in the present 
Btate of the money market they found it difficult to raise money on 
reasonable terms when their license expired about seven years hence. 
We consulted the Calcutta Corporation and other public bodies concern- 
ed. The Calcutta Corporation were against general extension of t lie 
jKM'iod of license from ten to twenty years and I told the Council in reply 
to a question on the subject that Government had accepted the views 
of the Calcutta Corporation on the question about the geneial extension. 
The Corporation have, however, recommended that the question of the 
extension of the existing license for ten years, that is to say, up to the 
year 1938, should be considered provided the Electric Company in return 
make certain concessions to their customers. Among these concessions 
which the Calcutta Corporation suggested is the question of the levy of 
the surcharge. We have addressed the Electric Supply Corporation on 
the subject and have asked them what they have got to say about the 
stipulations which have been proposed by the Calcutta Corporation. 
When we get the Electric Supply Corporation’s answ'er, we shall consider 
what action we should take on their oiigmal request, but we have no 
power to compel the Company to remit the surcharge which their license 
authorises them to impose. 

Mr. Mullick has commented on the inconsistency of the Company 
in levying this surcharge very shortly aftei they declared a dividend 
of 20 per cent. — I think it was 10 per cent, plus a bonus shaie which 
amounted to 10 per cent. We do not know what the Electric Supply 
Corporation have got to say on that point, but 1 believe it had something 
to do with the high rate of exchange which prevailed during 1920. We 
are waiting to hear what the Electric Supply Corporation have to say 
before we make up our minds as to the justification or otherwise of their 
action. Apart from the question of the high dividend declared in 1920 
there is, 1 have no doubt, considerable justification for an increase in the 
rate charged for electric current. The price of coal, for instance, has 
gone up enormously since the present rates were fixed and the price of 
all other materials and of labour has gone up correspondingly. However, 
I have no wish to stand up here and justify the action taken by the 
Electric Supply Company. As I have said, we have already addressed 
them in the matter and wffien we get their reply we shall consider their 
original request for the extension of the term of their license for another 
period of ten years. Meanwhile, as things stand at present, w^e have no 
power to interfere with their action in levying this surcharge before the 
year 1928 when their present contract will come to an end, and it will 
then he open to the Government and the Corporation to consider with 
an open mind the arrangements which should be made as to the future. 
At the present moment, as I have said, it is not possible for us to take 
the action which is suggested in the resolution, because we have no legal 
power to do so. I cannot therefore accept the resolution on behalf of 



1921 .] 


Calcutta electric supply. 


185 


the Government, but I can promise that the iemarks which have been 
made in the course of the debate to-day will be carefully considered 
before we come to a decision on the request which the Electric Supply 
Corporation have made to us. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: I am glad that the Hon’ble 
Member in charge has said that my facts were correct, but am very sorry 
that I have to differ from the Hon 'hie Member’s view that the Govern- 
ment has got no power under the Act to call upon the Electric Supply 
Corporation to reduce this surcharge and 1 am much more sorry that the 
Hon'ble Member has given expression to this \iew. I think it would 
ha\e been better to send it to the Advocate-General for opinion and if 
he was of this opinion it would have been better to give* expression to 
it. I do not believe that the contract is such that the Government cannot 
intei fere m this matter. So far as m\ opinion goes, I think the Go% em- 
inent (an cieate an earthquake it they like and the view that they cannot 
call upon the Klectnc Supph Coi ]H>iation to do this does not apjxuil to 
me It that was so, wh\ was a Committee appointed m 191t> and win did 
the Committee iecommend that the rate should lie reduced l" Who wa« 
then theie to enfoiee the CoTporatioii to do this'-' Did not the Govern- 
ment tone the Electric Supph Coiporation to do this‘s If the\ could do 
it then, w by cannot the\ do it now ? 1 1 they have no power to do am thing, 
we must have to wait for ten \eais till the Electric Supply Coiporation 
had had its fill and then the thing might he looked into If it was good 
law in 191b, it is quite good law m 1921. 

Then the Hon’ble Member has said, with regard to the question ol 
surchaige, that lie did not know what the Electric Supply Corporation 
meant by doing this m 1921 It does not require au\bo<h to find out 
the reason The\ wanted to ha\e 20 pel cent Anybody who gets 
something is anxious to get something more and that is the long and 
short of the whole thing. It does not require very strong imagination 
or very wonderful powers to find out why this was done. They wanted 
more money and they did it because they are a monopolist company. 
That is the long and short and -nothing more. 

Then, the Hon’ble Member has said that perhaps the high prices of 
coal and other materials and of labour may have been responsible for this 
high charge. The price of coal has been responsible no doubt. The 
price of coal was high in 1918 and 1919 as well. They made a 
profit of 15 per cent, then in spite of these high prices and all that. In 
view of these facts, Sir, I think I have made out a very strong case for 
interference and I submit that if this resolution be accepted by my 
friend here, it will be the duty of the Government to see whether this 
matter lies in the hands of the Government to take away the surcharge; 
and if it is so, then by all means, I hope, the Government will be pleased 
to do it. That is my view of the whole matter. 

The resolution was then put and carried. 
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Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: “ This Council recommends to the 
(Government that in giving effect to the scheme for the reorganisation of 
the Subordinate Educational Service, as formulated by the Wordsworth 
Committee, the pay of the Assistant Maulvis in the Arabic Department 
ol the Calcutta Madrassah, be placed on a footing similar to that of the 
Lecturers in the Sanskrit tols.” 

In moving this resolution, 1 do not wish to raise a communal question 
so far as the pay and prospects ol the members of the Educational Service 
are concerned; 1 am only giving effect to a very strong leeling in the 
minds of the members of this Council, particularly of my community, 
that in the treatment oi pay and prospects of Persian teachers and Maul- 
vis in the Arabic Department ol the Madrassahs, these officers have not 
been fairly treated. A little examination of the statistics of the eastern 
districts will show that the number of students in the institutions called 
Sanskrit tols is much smaller than the number of students receiving 
instruction in the Arabic Depa it merit of the Calcutta Madrassah. The 
teachers known as the Arabic teachers of the Madrassah have to put in 
far more strenuous work than the teachers in Sanskrit tols , and while 1 
do not grudge the little improvement that is going to be made, what 1 
feel is that a similar concession may be made as regards other classes of 
officers doing similar service ii not so arduous in the discharge of their 1 
public duties. 1 do not wish to take up the time of the Council any fur- 
ther as I know that the Hon'ble Minister in charge is inclined to consider 
this question sympathetically. I would only urge upon him the extreme 
necessity of taking early steps in this matter, and I hope lie will translate 
his sympathy to action and will be pleased to accept this resolution. 

With these words, 1 commend this resolution to the acceptance of 
this House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: On the recommendation of the 
Wordsworth Committee the question of the reorganisation of the Sub- 
ordinate Educational Service is under the consideration of Government. 
That service consists of many heterogeneous groups of officers, and as 
Government have not yet come to a final decision in the matter it is not 
possible for me to give any definite assurance one way or the other. 
But I may promise the mover of the resolution that I shall look into the 
matter and T shall try to deal with the question on its merits and if the 
facts be as the mover has represented them to be, then no doubt it is a case 
for careful consideration. At the present moment I am unable to accept 
the resolution, but I can promise my personal attention to this matter. 

I must therefore oppose the resolution because the matter is still under 
consideration. Our position is that we do not say that we do accept i,t 
or that we do not accept it. Therefore we cannot promise one way or 
the other- 
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Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: 1 beg leave to withdraw the resolution. 
The resolution was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


Abolition ot Divisional Commissioners. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: Mr. Das. in whose name the 
following resolution stands, is absent, and he has asked me to mow* it : 
“ This Council recommends to the (Jovemment that a committee, consist- 
ing* of official and non-official members, be appointed to consider and 
report whether tin* ]>osts of Divisional Commissioners may be abolished 
with due icgaid to efficiency ; and, if their opinion be in the atlirmutive, 
to leport a" to the steps to he taken to give effect to such opinion.” 

I propose to place before the Council very briefly my reasons loi 
moving this resolution, a resolution which I fed, will commend itself 
to this House and which, I trust, the (iow*rnment will accept. 

Iheic is no doubt tb.it the Kelmnis haw* mtioduced a good deal 
of additional expendituie in the administration of the countiy which 
Bengal is liaidly in a position to meet. Retiem hments an* therefore 
absolutely neeessaiy . 

1 am. however, not m fa\our ot imlisennnnate letieiichment. or 
retiem liment at all costs, but at the same time it is impel atiwdy neces- 
sary that this House should take eaily and energetic steps to effect 
letieiichment when* it is possible without detnmeut to good adimnistia- 
t ion . 

I have selected the Divisional ( ommisMoncr.ship as a possible subject 
in respect of which retiem liment can be effected, prim ipally because tin* 
Decentralisation Commission lejxutcd against retention, at the same 
time, of both the Boaid of Rew*nue and the Divisional ( 'ommissioners. 
I hat report favoured the retention of the Divisional Commissioners as 
against the Board of Revenue, but the abolition of the Boaid of Rewonie 
appears to me to he a difficult matter and will, from all that 1 can judge, 
be somewhat unpopular. We must, therefore, consider whether the post 
of Divisional Commissioners Van he abolished without detriment to the 
good administration of the country. Like most of the non-official mem- 
bers I have no knowledge of the actual woik which the Commissioners 
have to perforin, but this seems to me (dear that a good deal of their 
work has been lightened by the Reforms. So far as [ am aware, their 
works relating to primary education, district hoards, municipalities have 
now been more or less transferred to popular control and their principal 
work consists of apjieals in levenue matters and general supervision of 
the work of the Collectors. As regards the latter, it seems to me that this 
may easily be provided for by giving the people concerned a power to 
appeal direct to the Board of Revenue. It will involve an increase of woik 
so far as the Member of the Board is concerned, but against that the work 
of the Member of the Board of Revenue has been or should be lightened by 
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reason of the Reforms. There is only the question of general supervi- 
sion exercised by the Divisional Commissioners. There is no doubt a 
good deal to be said in favour ot the retention of an officer who can 
co-ordinate and supervise the work of the different Collectors. This 
is a matter which will have to be considered by the Committee, w T hich, by 
this resolution, I am asking, should be appointed. 

As I have already pointed out, I am not familiar and, I believe, most 
of the members of this House are not familiar, with the actual work done 
by tne Commissioners and of their exact function in the administration 
of this country. 1 am therefore not prepared to move for their imme- 
diate abolition, as ni) friend Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri desires to 
do; but J feel that then* is a sufficient primu fane case m favour oi their 
abolition to call for an inquiry. 

1 should like to explain that in my resolution I have not asked that 
the* committee to be appointed should be restricted to tin* members of 
this Council. in a matter like this we should have on the committee, 
if possible, men who have an actual experience of working of the post. 
We have* at present in Calcutta two Bengali rc- tiled members ot the 
I. C. K., who have held the position of Divisional Commissioner and I 
feel their services would lx* very useful in such a committee 

I trust the Government will accept the resolution which does not 
expi ess any opinion on the subject, one way oi tin* other, but inerelv 
calls for an investigation of the matter. 1 feel sun* the Government is 
as anxious as we are to effect retrenchment when possible. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: This Council leeom- 
mendfl to tin* Government that the posts of the Divisional Commissioners 
he abolished and that the elei leal staff he provided for m the Secretariat 
and other Government offices.” 

1 think that a committee is not necessary. These officers were neces- 
sary when there was one man rule and the Secretaries had to manage 
everything with the help of the opinions of these officers possessing special 
local knowledge. When the Council Government was advocated by 
the Decentralisation Committee it was thought that the retention of both 
the Commissioners and the Board of Revenue were not necessary and that 
Committee suggested the abolition of the Board of Revenue. Whatever 
might have been said by my friend the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler at 
the time of the discussion about the abolition of the Board of Revenue as 
to the competency of that Committee or of the members composing that 
Committee the Government though did not accept the proposal in its 
entirety, but after mature consideration it reduced the number of the 
members of the Board of Revenue. But after the Reforms and after the 
expansion of the Legislative Council, I think merely for the sake of 
local knowledge the retention of these officers is not necessary. Final 
orders are now passed by Government. The Divisional Commissioners 
now’ simply collect returns, make inspections and hear appeals and these 
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are their principal functions. My friend Babu Nitva I)hon Mukherjee 
in his speech has shown that really the work can be otherwise managed, 
but he thinks that instead of directly considering the question and com- 
ing to a decision as to the abolition of these officers, it is better that the 
committee should be appointed I do not see. however, the special neces- 
sity for it. Madras has been doing without Commissioners from before. 
With the Council Government it could manage without the Commis- 
sioners. Recently the question arose in t he Central Provinces Council 
and the Government suggestion was for the appointment of a com- 
mittee. That shows that there was some sympathy felt by Govern- 
ment hut the Council came to the conclusion that the Commissioners’ 
posts should he abolished. In Bengal we aie faced with a financial 
difficulty. Theie is a deficit of over IN l? eroies and we do not know 
bow to meet it To meet t he situation by any taxation at the picsont 
moment m, I think, out of the question. We nuM set' what economy 
can be effected in the several departments of Government We appealed 
to the Goveinment of India months ago and as yet vv e have not got 
any favourable reply It is a sjiceial case f < » i Bengal Inder these 
circumstances it is useless to spend time or to depend upon a com- 
mittee lur eluting my special inhumation vvlmh can lie easily supplied 
by the members ami vvlmh I think m well known to all the members. 
By the inclement oi t he pay of officers all round then* has been a tre- 
mendous increase in the administiativ e expenditure 11 we can abolish 
these ( 'ommissionet ships, I think there can be a saving of not. less than 
IN. ft to (5 lakhs annually. 

If it is an unnecessary expenditure and if we can do without, the 
Commissioners, then why should we lose time and not abolish them 
at oncer' The appeal work tan safely be managed by the Board of 
Revenue and t lie it \ ap|**als by the Collector Foi these reasons, 
I think, we should not wait for a committee as nothing new can he 
expected from it. It is not necessary to go into details. We can at 
once come to a (oiielusmn Uurs is a top-heavy administration and 
if an economy is possible, we should not lose any turn* over it. For 
these reasons, 1 do not think that a committee is at all necessary. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA" It seems that committees are in 
the air. I do not know bow many committees have been appointed by 
this Council up to now Some seem to have shelved questions for which 
they were appointed and some have solved them. I do not know* whether 
a committee for the abolition of Commisioners will shelve or solve the 
problem. The recent committee for the separation of the Judicial and 
Executive functions does not inspire much hope as I find that the name 
of the mover of the resolution itself, Ruhu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, 
has been omitted. Therefore, Sir, as there is no system of Divisional 
Commissioners in Madras and as the Central Provinces Council has been 
able to carry the resolution advising the abolition of the Commissioners, 
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instead of referring the question to a committee, I think, Bengal 
should try to keep pace with these Provinces. 

Why do I suggest the abolition of any of these posts, which 
have been in existence for such a long time ? My reasons are both econo- 
mic and administrative. Economically, the reasons are obvious. The 
Reforms have added enormously to the cost of administration and the 
province has been brought to a state of bankruptcy. The financial con- 
dition of Bengal is known to all. Not only have high appointments, 
with extraordinary high rates of pay been multiplied, but a spirit of 
extravagance is abroad, and the pay of the higher services has been 
inoi clinately incieased. As it this weie not enough, only leeently, an 
extraordinary step has been taken — the salary' of some of the Imperial 
services has again been increased — and this has been done behind our 
backs, with a full knowledge of the financial crisis of this province, with- 
out even affording us an opportunity for an expiession of opinion. We 
have to pay the cost and we are forced to pay it blindly. No words are 
strong enough to denounce the unfairness of this procedure, but with no 
power to control such acts, meie denunciation will bring no tangible 
result. The most practical course is therefore to scrutinise every item 
of expenditure with a view to counteract the disastrous consequences of 
this extravagant onrush, and try to save the Government and the country 
from the effects of a crash that is hound to follow'. What then is the 
remedy. The administration must he cheapened. This can be done in 
two ways: first, by reducing tin* scale of pay of the higher services and 
utilising a cheaper agency , and secondly, by reduc ing the number of 
highly paid appointments. The first method will form the subject of 
some other resolutions that 1 hope to move. 1 am just now concerned 
with the second method, viz , the abolition of some highly paid and 
unnecessary posts. So much toi the economical grounds. From an 
administrative view-point also, 1 belie\e that some of the posts may be 
abolished, because there is a duplication and delay in the administrative 
work, whic h should be removed. 1 theiefore ask for the abolition of 
these posts, which are unnecessary, hut which the Indian Civil Service, 
possibly with a motive, ]>erfeetl> human, but by no means altruist- 
tic, holds to be absolutely necessary. 

1 think it is my duty to indicate the way in which the abolition and 
the consequent reorganisation may he effected. 

By abolishing the five Divisional Commissioners, and having a 
second member in the Board of Revenue, the cost of administration can 
be reduced by nearly Rs. L’A lakhs a year, and at the same time, the pres- 
tige of the highest revenue appellate court in the province may be 
enhanced. 

When I «rged for the abolition of the Board of Revenue, I suggested 
that its revenue appellate powers might be exercised by some membef 
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of the Executive Council ami that some 1 of its other functions might 
lie delegated to the Commissioners. As the Council has decided against 
the abolition of the Board, the only course left to me is to attack the 
great citadel of extnwagant expenditure from another side. If the 
Board must remain, let the Commissioners go. I am happy to find that 
the reasons that were raised against the abolition ot the Board will 
supjHirt the abolition ot the Commissioners, as I shall presouth show. 

When the Commissioners were created by Regulation I of 1829. the 
preamble gave an account of the reasons that ushered them into existence. 
The y weie needed, first to expedite business which the Proy meud Courts 
ot Appeal and Circuit could not promptly attend to Secondly, fm 
reliewng the Bonid of Revenue of land assessment and levenuc ap|»eul 
duties, tlmdly, t oi superm tending the work ol the magistracy, the 
Police, ihe ( ollectois and othei nnenue othccis I( \y ; i s added that 
it was intended that the ofiiceis m charge ot a modeiate tiact of the 
(ountry might he at < essihle to the people 

Now, between 1829 and 1921. a world of changes lias been brought 
about. The Commissioners are no longer required to go out on circuits 
in 1921 as they were made to do in 1829 In 1829 , the 
effect of the introduction of the Permanent Settlement was in full swing; 
many estates were being sold up, dismembered and divided. Old dynas- 
ties were being broken up, new dynasties weie founded Appeals weie 
frequent. There was no lailway, no telegraph and the postal system 
was still unorganised. The need of a local appellate authority yeas un- 
doubtedly felt But what is the slate of affairs now 'r The utilisation 
of land i e venue m pel manently -settled estates of Bengal seldom falls 
below 98 per rent, of the demand In the year 1918-19, which may l>e 
taken as an average ycai, out of 98,000 pel mancnl ly -set t led elates, 
only 708 entire estates and 194 shares of estates weie put to sale. 
There were only 88 apj>enls in the whole province, and only m the case 
of 18 of them, did the Commissioners intervene and annul the sales. 
The total amount of re\enue affected by them was only IN. 1,010. In 
other words, taking an average of 10 co-shares per estate 180 jrersons 
had been affected. In a population of 47 millions, in order to save 
180 people from tin* haidships of a rigorous enforcement of the sale law 
and to avoid a loss of about IN. 8 jK*r bead, a tribunal has been set up, 
which m five Commissioner s alone costs annually IN 1,80,000, leaving 
out the gazetted personal assistant and a large horde of ministerial and 
other staff. Then again, in the Coy eminent/- and 4^mporanl y-settled 
estates, land revenue settlement is now almost my nimbly based on a 
reeord-of-iights under the Bengal Tenancy Act. According to the 
recent (toy eminent rules under this Act, it is the Director of Land 
Records and the Board of Revenue who are the confirming authorities, 
and Commissioners June practically nothing to do with these settle- 
ments. It is true that certain other minor apjKuils, such as certificate 
cases, income-tax, etc., are heard by the Commissioners. Income-tax 
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is now un Imperial subject and, I believe, the department is going 
to be reorganised soon. It is not unlikely that the income-tax appeal 
will soon go into the hands of an Income-tax Commissioner, thus 
relieving the Divisional Commissioner of even the petty amount of 
income tax work that he might have to do and that mainly in the Presi- 
dency Division. 

As for the third reason for the creation of the posts of Commissioners, 
viz., the supervision of the magistracy, Police and Collector’s work, I 
think I might be optimistic enough to hope that the separation of the 
judicial and executive functions will be complete before the term of this 
Council is over, and none of the revenue officers will have anything to 
do with the su]>ervision of ilie magistracy. What effective control the 
Commismonci exercises over the police, we need not stop to discuss, as 
the recent oiders have reduced the Commissioners’ powers to a minimum. 
Possibly, except m matters like the checking of notifications for new 
police-stations, this department has, in its right royal police style, 
already given the Commissioner a left-handed salute, and with its Inspec- 
tor-General, Deputy Insi>ectors-(ioneral and Assistant Inspector- 
General, is ]>eriectly able to foiego his tender affections. As for the 
supervision of Collector’s work, I do not know why they need super- 
vision at all. They are supposed to be senioi men drawing more than 
Its. 2,000 a month, a salary which even the Prime Minister of Japan 
does not get. Why those gentlemen, who sue always gloiified and held 
up as the pill irs of administiation and infallible paragons of virtue, 
cannot be trusted to get on without occasional contact with and super- 
vision hy still greater paragons of the service, passes my comprehension. 

The Council liere adjourned for U> minutes. 

After the adjournment 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: This is all the more inscrutable, 
because practically every manual of the Revenue Department has been 
brought to perfec tion and there are special staffs and special departments 
thoroughly trained to tackle all problems. Moreover, what after all, is 
this annual insj>eetion and sui>ervisinn of the Commissioner? It is not 
a rare sight that the Commissioner’s sheristadar proceeds in advance, 
writes up nnt«»s of inspec tion, which are touched up by the Commis- 
sioner and passed on as inspection notes. 

It is true that certain sanctions for district boards and 
municipalities have got to come from the Commissioners, but I think 
the time has come, when they should be freed from the leading strings of 
officialdom, and with a Minister, supposed to be of the people, in charge of 
Self-Government portfolio, aided by an official Secretary, it is perfectly 
possible to do without these middlemen. To come now to the last duty of 
the Commissioners, viz., that they would be accessible to the people — 
or to put it in more modern phraseology — that they would ensure greater 
touch with the people, I need not dilate upon this theory. Suffice it to 
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say, that in this land of untouchables, the Commissioners have not suc- 
ceeded in breaking: through their class or caste guilds, After a century 
of this officialised process of touch, the Commissioners are now generally 
touched only by people having sons and sons-in-law to provide with Gov- 
ernment appointments or by candidates for Rai Baliadurships. I think 
we must frankly confers that then touches ha\e not impressed or ele\u- 
ted, and it must be admitted that this pait of the hope has failed misera- 
bly The Commissioners aie anachronisms to-day, and if some people 
have described them as post-boxes fixed between t lie Collector and the 
Government, they are post-boxes of a very antiquated type and in a 
broken state of repair. Even the Decentralization Commission, which 
advocated the abolition of the Boaid of Revenue rather than of the Com- 
missioners, were constrained to admit that they agreed with “ those who 
did not find the present position satisfactory.” They went on to say - 

The scant esteem in winch the office (of Commissioner) mn\ he held is nIiom n 
by the suggestions of some witnesses for its abolition as unnecessary, and 1>\ the 
description of Commissioners nod Kings whose subjects arc unconscious of then 
existence and as wielding some influence but no control 

If Deputy Collec tors, instead of being merely sec tional superintendents 
in Collector's offices as at piesent, be trusted to dispose of cases as Reve- 
nue Courts of original pirisdn t ion, if Collec tois be \ested w ith powers to 
hear apjienK, and second apjienls he heaid 1>\ the Boaid of Revenue, tlie 
system will be analogous to the procedure followed in Civil cases - more 
convenient and cheaper to the applicants, who will have their first appeals 
disposed of locally 

The only main faults found by the Decentralization Commissioners 
with the Madras system, which has no Commissioners, were first that 
there is no intermediate Officer who could inspect districts from t lie stand- 
| Kii n t of general administration, and advice* junioi ('oiler tens. Sn , 1 
submit that the “ junior Collector” itself is undesiiahlc : w hv should 
junior office’s ho made Collect oi s Then second point was that then* was 
duplication of secretariats and lnadecjuatc inspection by touring. 

In Bengal, with the Reforips Scheme, the Sec retariat has already been 
vastly increased and there* is no dangei of more increase and duplicit n m , 
even if the Commissioners are abolished As regards inspec tion by tour- 
ing it will appear that tours vary with the temper and attitude of the 
inspecting ofhceis In 191S-10, the Rajshahi Commissioner spent as 
many as 153 davs on inspection whereas the Commissioner of the Presi- 
dency Division spent only 02 days I think if any inspecting office! 
spends 10 days in a district (including the time spent in journeys) in a 
vear, it will suffice foi all the supervision that is needed. 
The two Members of the Board can veiy well do this; the rest of their 
time, they can spend in hearing appeals and advising Government. 
This arrangement will also meet the objections raised against the aboli- 
tion of the Board, inasmuch as (?) they will furnish a better co-ordi- 
nating authority, (u) it will lend to a more satisfactory' and cheaper 
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method of disposal of appeals, ( tii ) will keep the number of appellate 
Courts unimpaired, and (iv) will furnish an independent advisory author- 
ity to Government and will, I trust, more than satisfy the influential 
opinion which the Ilon’ble Maharajadhiraja was pleased to hint would 
not take things lying 1 down. This ha.^ the supreme advantage — an 
advantage which ought to outweigh all the threats of influential and 
vested interests — that instead of an approximate expenditure of 
* Us. 2,40,000 on a Member of the Board of Revenue, a Secretary and 
five Commissioners, we shall have the work done, as efficiently as, 
if not more efficiently than, before with two Members and a Secretary, 
at Rs. 1,08,000 per annum, effecting a saving of Rs. 1,38,000. If to 
this we add that the gazetted Personal Assistant to the five Commis- 
sioners be reduced and that the offices of the Commissioners and of the 
Board of Revenue he amalgamated and kept on a reduced scale, we 
may he sun* to effect another reduction of nearly Rs. 1,50,000 a year. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MULLICK: I beg to support the reso- 
lution for the abolition of the posts of Commissioners. Sir, I was the 
first to raise this question in the Council during the last cold weather 
session, but l withdrew it because there was a bigger question — the 
general question of retrenchment which was going to he considered. 

I think, Sir, that enough has been said as regards the merits of the 
(piestion and 1 do not like to add anything more thus taking up the time 
of the Council. It is well known that Commissioners are perfectly use- 
less in these days. They have no reason to exist now and in view of the 
financial stringency they must and ought to go. We shall insist upon 
that. We shall cry ourselves hoarse over it. And if the desire of the 
Government to make us co-operate with them is at all sincere they must 
accept the position and not oppose the motion which is of such a reason- 
able character. But to my mind, Government is hound to oppose it. 
And why? Because there is the vested interest. Well, if they proceed 
in that policy then it would he putting a very great strain on our desire 
to go along with the Government and it is high time that we warn the 
Government to realize the position for themselves. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: I regret I cannot 
support the resolution, which Babu Kisbori Mohan Chaudhuri has 
brought forward for the consideration of this House. Before I proceed 
to give my reasons for the attitude I have taken, 1 may add, most 
reluctantly taken, in regard to the proposition under discussion, I should 
like to say with all the emphasis T command, that I have every sympathy 
with the desire of my hon’ble friend to cut down, by all possible means, 
the ex]KMise of our top-heavy Government, and thus save, as much as 
possible, the money of the poor tax-payers of Bengal, who have already 
felt the pinch of poverty to an extent which has driven them almost 
to the verge of despair. But, apart from the question of economy there 
is the outstanding question of efficiency, which cannot be neglected. 
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far less ignored. When I think of the large powers with which the 
District Magistrates are vested — when I think of the fact- that mostly 
these District Magistrates are young civilians, lacking in experience 
and not always well versed with Indian life and Indian affairs— of course, 
there are many exceptions — I cannot hut value the apjK'lIate authority of, 
and the general control exercised In. the CommisMoner of the Division, 
whose riper judgment and exponent e. longer acquaintance with the 
indigenous population, their customs and usages, their aspirations and 
sentiments, wants and requirements cannot but stand him in good stead 
as an administrator, controlling as lie does the District Officers of his 
division to a reasonable extent. Besides, in my opinion, the authority of 
the Commissioner goes a great way to co-ordinale and harmonize various 
district administrations and 01 ganizat ions and thus knit them together 
into a homogeneous whole, which cannot but be conducive to good gov- 
ernment and publn weltaie If the powers of the Di'tnct (Mliceis could 
be curtailed with due regard to efficiency , if a piactieal scheme for the 
separation of Judo lal and Executive functions could be formulated and 
placed on a sound, economic basis, if the appellate authority of the 
Commissioners could be liaiisteiied and Nested in anotbet body equally 
competent, and if such a change* could be* effected m the existing order 
of things as would lead to the* uniformity and co-ordination of different 
adrn m ist i at ions without the unifying and controlling agency of the* 
Commissioner of a Division of which the elistiiets are so many compo- 
nent parts, the posts of tin* Divisional Commissioner could bo abolished 
with a view to lighten the burden of expenses which it has become 
extremely difficult for our ( io \ ct nment to shoiildei any longer. This no 
doubt points to the* necessity of forming a committee to consider this 
question, in all its healings, as suggested by Mi Das's i< solution and 
1 must support, it and opjxise the other resolution. When the committee 
is formed and when these matters have been seriously dealt with then 
the time will come for us to dec ide whethei the posts of the Commis- 
sioners should he abloished oi not. I think, therefore*, that Babu 
Kishori Mohan Chaudlmn will agree with me* and withdraw his resolu- 
tion. 

Mr, 8YED NA8IM ALIS I regret that I have got to opjmsc the 1 reso- 
lution which has he*en moved by Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. Mv 
reasons simply are these*: We all know that the Commissioners of Divi- 
sions have certain apjiellato powers If this resolution is to he given 
effect to. there must be* coi responding changes in certain Acts, and if we 
pass this resolution we* thereby mean that we have got to transfer that 
appellate jurisdiction to some other quarters This resolution would 
practically mean that the Act will have to lx» amended without any refer- 
ence to other provisions of the Act. The propel procedure would be 
to get first the different provisions in the different Acts so far as appell- 
ate powers are concerned, and if the Council decides that in view of the 
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present circumstances the appellate jurisdiction should be transferred to 
some other quarters, it is after that we can decide whether these posts are 
necessary at all. Before we are in a position to decide whether these 
appellate powers should be transferred to some other quarters it would be 
rather hasty to decide that these posts should be abloished at once. The 
resolution which was sent in by Mr. S. R. Das and has been moved by 
another member of this Council seems to be more reasonable. That reso- 
lution rather wants that there should be a committee and the committee 
should first consider as to whether we can do away with these Commis- 
sioners without detriment to the efficiency of the administration, and the 
committee wdll then be in a position to report as to what steps should be 
taken to give effect to it. There is an apprehension in some quarters 
that the object of this committee is simply to shelve the question and 
to postpone the matter as long as possible. There may be some instances 
which may justify such an apprehension in the minds of members of 
this Council, but I do not think that when Mr. Das wanted the Council 
to consider this question he meant that the question should he shelved 
and that this matter should not be decided by the Council. On the 
:>ther hand, we have appointed many committees for considering many 
important, matters. . We have to-dav passed a resolution for appointing 
a committee to inquire into the financial condition of t lie Calcutta Univer- 
sity . Those membeis who supported the resolution did not for a moment 
apprehend that tin* object of the mover of the resolution was to shelve 
the question as long as possible Therefore, to my mind, it seems that 
when we want that a committee should be appointed, we want that 
flu* committee should also act and the committee should also 
report as to v hat should be done. Mr. Das’s resolution also says 
that the committee should consist of official and non-official members, so 
that both sides mav be represented and the question may be considered 
from a comprehensive standpoint . It is after the committee have decided 
whether we can do away with these posts without in any way impair- 
ing the efficiency of the administration that we can consider whelher 
these posts should be abolished at all. 

I hen as Tegards the other functions, namely, the collection of reven- 
ues, inspection, su]>erintendence and other matters connected with the 
duties of the Commissioner, T think the last speaker has clearly explained 
that, and, to nn mind, it. seems that it is a committee consisting of 
officials and non-oflieials who can really consider this matter from all 
public standpoints, and after the committee has done so, we can then 
consider as to whether the efficiency of the administration would be inter- 
fered with if these posts are abolished. Therefore, Mr. Das’s resolution 
seems to mo to be more reasonable, and I think there ought not to be 
any apprehension in the minds of the members of this House that the 
object of this resolution is simply to shelve the question. 

With these words, I beg to support Mr. Das’s resolution and oppose 
the other moved by Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. 
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MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): We have two 

resolutions before us — one is a recommendation to Government to api>oint 
a committee to go into the question as to whether the posts ot Divisional 
Commissioners could he abolished, and, if so, what steps should he taken 
in that direction, if the committee lecommended that step; the other 
iesolution which has been moved does not wish to wait any louger blit 
wishes to abolish the posts of Divisional Commissioners forthwith. 

Before I make an\ lengths statement a* to what the opinion of 
Government on the question as a whole is, I deem it my dut\ to n ply 
to sumo of the cMticisins that lone been levelled at us in connection with 
the j>osts of Divisional Commissioners V nfoi t unatel\ , the ciiticisms 
have been of stub a nature as do not, on the one hand, demand a lonirthv 
reply; on the othei hand, it is difficult to reply to a mentality which, iti 
the rare for eennonn -- -in the parin' that we have to meet this large 
deficit -- considers that the panacea of all evils is to abolish all posts 
without considering what that abolition mav mean towaids the impair- 
ing of the genei.il ma<lnnei\ of administration. As 1 ,sa\ , this is a 
a mentalitv whn h it »s \«>i\ difficuM to iepl\ to, especially when that 
inentalitv is gingered with lemaiks ^in h as “ vested interests ” and othei 
things < io\ ci nmcht in a m.ittei of this kind, < an and must only look 
at the broader (junction of eflb icne\ arid at tlie question of earr\ing 
on administ i at ion m a piopci manner, and it is ftom that |%>mt of view 
that 1 sfiall replv But befote 1 do so. I should like to make a few 
observations on some of the remarks that have fallen from the speakers 

Balm Nit\a Dhon Mukheiiee. who has moved this resolution on 
behal f of Mi S ft Das, (onsidcis tin* resolution inoffensive and among 
the reasons that he has put fniuard tor the abolition of the Commis- 
sioners or at least for an niquin with that idea in view, lie lias said that 
suite the Reforms the functions <>1 the Commissioners have been mini- 
mised T do not know bow be lias arrived at this conclusion, because 
the functions of the Comm issmnei ^ leninm practically tin* saint' before 
Reforms came into existence anti aftei 

Then comes our friend from Rajshahi, who, without taking the 
matter into considei ation evidenth the weather of Calcutta agrees 
with him because lit* comes to us light-heartediv -sav s tht*re is no need 
for them — abolish them straight awav. hv a stroke of the pen remove 
the Commissioners without considering what the effect on the general 
machinery of the administration would he if the Commissioners were 
abolished to-morrow I must sav that it is difficult for anyone who 
appreciates even to the smallest extent the present system of adminis- 
tration to follow his argument. Ffe has said that Madras had been 
doing without Commissioners even before the Reforms camp into exis- 
tence, that recent h the question was raised at a meeting of the Central 
Provinces Council, and, at the end ot course, he has brought in the 

If 
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general question of the need of economy. In fact, it cannot be denied 
that those of the gentlemen who have spoken to-day, have done so more 
with the idea of retrenchment than with anything else. They have not 
taken the trouble to enlighten the Council as to what the effect would be 
on the administration if these posts were abolished without considering 
what machinery could replace the machinery that has worked well for 
nearly a century. As I have said already, to these gentlemen at any rate, 
the panacea for all evils is to undermine efficiency for the sake of re- 
trenchment. One of the arguments put forward by Kishori Babu has 
been that because we are going to increase the salary of our officers, 
therefore, we must do away with Commissioners. What about the 
general administration ? What about the replacing of a machinery 
which, in whatever form you may like to have it, must exist. 

Then comes Babu Indu Bhushan Datta. I do not "wish to go into 
any detail with his methods of chiselling or his principle of a cheaper 
service for the whole province. All I wish to say is this: if the ser- 
vices are going to be Indianised more and more — and they must be so 
even then we must follow a principle which is to govern our adminis- 
tration, and I sav that in our race for economy let us not impair efficiency. 
He has gone on to give us some sidelights of Commissioners’ Personal 
Assistants and sheristedars. Probably he knows more about them than 
we do. It is not for the Members of Government to enter into the side- 
lights. It is for the Central Government to consider and advise to the 
best of its ability as to the possible means of economy and not to go in 
for a change without properly considering what the effects of such a 
change might be on the administration. 

Babu Surendra Nath Mulliek has, with his usual style, said that they 
are useless — dismiss them at once — and has given us a warning that if 
Government expect co-operation from Babu Surendra Nath Mulliek and 
others, w r e must not oppose the resolution on the ground of vested 
interests. I may tell him at once that it is far from the intention of 
Government to put in such a plea; Government’s duty is clear and that 
duty is to see that the general administration is not impaired. 

Raja Manmatha Nath Ray Choudhurv has spoken in favour of the 
s> stem , and although he might have spoken with a greater strength, 
1 think he has struck the right note when he has said that before a 
change is made we should consider the question in all its aspects and 
that is the line which has been taken by Mr. Nasim Ali also. 

Now let me go to a little length into this question. It is easy enough 
to advocate abolition, but it is not quite the same thing to propose a 
substitution for the posts which we are asked to remove, and Kishori 
Babu s resolution has been worded in such a way as to convey that the 
posts of Commissioners are wholly useless and unnecessary and that, 
therefore, on the ground of economy they should be abolished. To 
every sensible member of this Council, I am sure, it must be clear that 
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the posts are neither useless nor unnecessary, and that in case we have 
to contemplate seriously abolishing: these posts, we could only do so 
by such substitution or by creation of a new system, and a new system 
must mean a certain number of changes. If this is once granted, then 
we at once come to the question as to whether such a substitution would 
really result in retrenchment and would be more economical 
than the system which now prevails. If the Commissioners are 
now abolished i\ is obvious that their duties will have to 
be performed by other authorities, and even a radical change in the 
system would, I am sure, not reduce the present recurring cost. On 
the other hand, the introduction of a new system would involve a \et> 
large initial cost which, to my mind, would not be justified The Com- 
missioner has, as we all know, administrative duties, to perform, both 
general and land revenue, and what is perhaps most important, ilis- 
oharges important duties as a court of revenue appeal. If these duties 
are to be given to others they can only be given to a superior authority, 
and here I must mention that Itabu Indii Bhushan I)utta has now come 
round to the idea that the Board of Revenue should he kept if the Com- 
missioners are to he abolished and he is probably in favour of grant- 
ing another memhej to the Board . or that these duties may 1 k» given 
to the Executive Government itself— which is highly objectionable. 
And if these duties are to be given to an inferior authority, then it 
will 1 m‘ to the Collector: or else the Commissioner’s work will 
have to be divided between the Collector, the Board of Revenue, and the 
Central Government. In India, Madras is the only province in which 
there are no Commissioners, and though any comparison between Ben- 
gal and Madras is vitiated by the wide difference in land and revenue 
systems, it furnishes .some basis for a comparison of costs. In Bengal 
we have a Board of Revenue with one member which costs in round 
figures Rs 1,19,000 annualh and we have five Commissioners costing 
Rs. 0,71,000 inclusive of pa\ and allowances; the total cost is about 
Rs. 4,90,000. In Madras, there are four members of the Board whose 
salary alone amounts to something like Rs. 1,02,000 a year. It may 
bo argued that four members of tin* Board would not necessarily cost 
four times as much as one member. In Bengal the Collectors perform 
many duties which, in Madras, arc performed by officers of lower rank 
and which, if Commissioners were to be abolished, would have to be 
taken from Collectors and given to subdivisional and other officers, and 
all this would involve expenditure It will therefore be clear that we 
cannot abolish the Divisional Commissioners in Bengal and save money. 
Then regarding cost, to my mind, the recurring cost of the Madras 
system, if applied to Bengal, would not in any way be less than the cost 
of the presen | system. It is for the Council to consider whpther, in the 
circumstances, these posts should he abolished by a stroke of the pen as 
Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri seems to suggest. Then again, as I 
have said in my opening remarks, if a system similar to that of Madras 
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had to be introduced into Bengal, the initial cost would he great. Not 
only would officers have to he found for the new members of the Board, 
hut, in the districts, there would have to he a reorganisation of accommo- 
dation which would certainly prove expensive. Much of the work which 
is done at Collectors’ offices in Bengal is done at subdivisional offices in 
Madras, and the subdivisions are further divided into taluks under talisil- 
dars. It is quite apparent, therefore, that if the Collectors were given 
some of the Commissioners’ duties, it would probably he necessary to give 
subdivisional officers some of the Collectors’ duties, involving increased 
expenditure in subdivisions not only on establishments but also on build- 
ings. 

I have mentioned above the wide difference in the land and revenue 
systems of Bengal and Madras. This is very clearly brought out by the 
report written by Mr. Oldham in 1910, written with special reference to 
the proposals for decentralization, the report of the Royal Commission 
upon Decentralization having been published in 1909. He pointed out 
that in Madras the last unit for administrative purposes was the village, 
in which there was a headman responsible for the collection of revenue 
and exercising powers as a village Magistrate. Decentralization to a 
degree quite unknown in Bengal had in the case of revenue work been 
icndered possible by, and was in fact m great measure a logical result of, 
the local system of organization under winch the village was the ultimate 
unit on which the superstriietuie of tin* administration was built; and 
the system was intimateh bound up with the niitjnt iran settlement of 
the land, two-thirds of the settled aiea being under rm ynt ican tenure. 
He summed up the difference as follows: — 

The essential difference between the two pi evinces may he said to be that 
while in IVIadras there is a system of teintonal iiinsdietion in all levenue matters 
starting liom the village at the bottom, and leading up by smiessive stages to the 
Collector at the top, in Bengal practically all the leecnuc woik is eon- enti ated 
under different officers according to subjects at the headquarters station ol the 
district, and filters down from there to the people While in Madras supemsion 
over the Collector is exercised by the Hoard or (Jovernnient dneet, and hv subjects, 
in Bengal the supervision is by territorial Commissioners In other words, in Madras 
Uh> work is distributed among the district authorities territorially, but among the 
higher controlling authorities by subjects, m Bengal the work is distributed in 
the district by subjects, but control and supervision by Commissioners is territorial 

If the suggestion that the Madras svstem should be followed be 
accepted, Mr. Oldham’s report contains ample evidence to show that this 
is impossible. A weighty opinion on the question of the retention of 
territorial Commissioners was recorded hv the Royal Commission upon 
Decentralization in India. This opinion is to be found in Chapter XII. 
page 168, of the Report, but the following quotations are particularly 
relevant to the present resolution: — 

Paragraph 463. — A number of witnesses considered that it was unnecessary to 
have a Board of Revenue in addition to Divisional Commissioners, and that one 
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or other of these should be abolished We hold that Commissioners should be 
retained, as a most valuable link m the chain of administration between individual 
districts and the headquarters administration of the province To put the districts 
directly under the latter m revenue matters would inevitably lead to further centra- 
lization in the Secretariats. 

Paragraph 484 — The Commissioner is, or should be. a picked man with l«>ng 
e\|M*ncme of district admimsti ation, who can maintain close! jicrsonal relations 
with the ofin nils subordinate to him and the jK'ople of his division than is possible 
tot unv headquai ters authority . while his greater experience and range oi \ lew 
should enable turn to assist the Government with more mature and i oiiq.tcheiiMvc 
views that can he formed bv a Collector 

Well. Sir. I shall not go into au\ gieater length There me many 
arguments but 1 should like to sav that lot the public, esperiallv of dis- 
tricts remote from Calcutta, a Boaul is a somewhat vague and impersonal 
authority The feelings of local officials, esj>eciallv distnct officers, 
would be similat. The Commissioner has an up-to-date and petsonal 
knowledge of distiots and of the pnncipal |>eople m them; lie tan see 
things foj himself and knows his officeis jHMsonallv. A Boaid of thiee 
oi foui meiiifieis < otild not hu\e these advantages. Su< h a Bimnl too 
could not at t as a co-oidmating authoi M\ o\ei tin* w oi k of the ditleient 
depart intuit s m the distints. it lot no othei leason, pinbahlv it would 
itsel! be depm t mentaliscd Aelthei < ould a (’ollettoi at t as mii li an 
authoi it \. toi depm t mental spe< lali/ation has now gone so fai that the 
( (diet to! is het tuning meieh oin* <d seveial tlepai t mental offiteis in the 
distint If a geiieial t n-oidinating contlol is to lit* exeicised o\ei the 
\aiioiis depai t men 1 s, it is onl\ the Comniissionei w ho can oxemse it 

To sum up, thereftire. m\ aiguments against the act ejitance of 
Kishori Balm's resolution me — the abolition of Commissioners would 
not mean economy , tin* reclining i nst ot a new svstem would piuhablv 
be as great, and the initial tost would be lieavv. I n India, Madias is 
tin* only pioMiicem wlmh theieare no Cominissionet s . flit* Madias 
s\ stem is complete m itself and tainml be applied to Bengal owing to 
the land anti revenue s\ stems being entnelv difleient. Then we have 
the opinion of the* De< entializat ion Commission which went into the 
question thoroughlv and was der uledlv in favour of Die n*tt»iition of 
Commissioneis But. Sn. if it Is* ihe desire of the Council that in view 
of the question of ex jwndit m e anti letiem liment orcujnmg the minds 
of the public at large anti those of the members of tin* Council, a com- 
mittee is thought to be essential, although Government in view of the 
statement that I have made, tannot look to the abolition of the (Com- 
missioners without due console! ation of the question in all ifs asjKM-ts, 
1 am prepaied to accept t he i evolution of Mi. S IC Das which lots been 
moved by Balm Nitya Dlion Mukheijee, but I must opjKise the resolu- 
tion of Bahu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKH ARE8WAR RAY moved that the question be 
now put. 
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Mr. S. R. lias’s resolution, which was moved by Babu Nitya Dhon 
Mukherjee, was then put and carried. 

The resolution of Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri was then deemed 
to have failed. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned to Wednesday, the 31st August, 1921, at 
3 r.M. at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Wednesday, the 31st August 1921, at 3 r.M. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President, the Hon’blo the four Members of the 
Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers, and 105 nominated 
and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Adulteration of “ ghee ” in Darjeeling. 

*XXIII. Babu SURENDRA NATH RAY: («) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Depaitment of Revenue (hand Revenue) aware 
that the fat of l>oa constrictors is mixed with ghee in the Darjeeling dis- 
trict and sold m the market as ghee ? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to put a stop to this? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(«) No; from the “ Fauna of British India ” it appears that the 
boa constrictor is not found in India; and it seems unlikely that 
any one would go to the Rouble and expense of importing it for the 
purpose of adulterating ghee. 

(b) Government do not consider that any action is necessary. 


Dacca University, Professor of English. 

*XXIV. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CH AUDHURI : (a) Will the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Dacca University has got no 
Professor in charge of English and that a Reader is now in charge of the 
same, and the English classes are generally taught by lecturers. 

(6) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be -pleased to state the* 
reasons for this? 
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MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): (<i) The Depart ment oi English 
is under a Readei ac ting as head of the I)e])artment, with the assistance 
of two Honorary Readei s, who were formerly Professors of English at 
Dacca College and seven lecturers, of whom six have been professors in 
colleges of the Calcutta University. 

(b) Mr. Egeiton Smith, formerly of the Dacca College, was appointed 
University Professor of English, but w r as unable to accept the appoint- 
ment for personal reasons. As by this time it was cleai that the Uni- 
versity would have to curtail its expenditure owing to the financial 
stringency of the province, retrenchment was made in the English as 
in other Departments. 


Director of Physical Education, Dacca University. 

XXV. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ hie the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to stale whether a European gentleman has been placed in charge 
of drill and physical exercise on a salary of Its. 1,150 a month in the 
Dacca University? 

(h) If so, will the Uon’blc the Minister be pleased to explain the 
reason which led to the creation of the post on so high a salary? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) The post to which Mr. Main- 
waring Holt lias been appointed is not as described in the question. He 
has been appointed Director oi Physical Education on a salary of 
Us. 1 ,250 — 50 — 1 ,800. 

(5) The appointment was made l>\ His Excellency the Uhaneellor 
under section 50 (r) of the Dacca University Act. The matter is not one 
that has come before the Government ol Bengal, but presumably the 
salary was fixed in view of the responsibilities of the post and the quali- 
fications of the gentleman appointed, who is M.B., Ch.B. of the Uni- 
versity of Leeds, and M.B., B.S. of the University of London. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Ts not such a man avail- 
able in this count r\ ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Pa C. MITTER: the Dacca University is a statutory 
body and the appointments for it are in the gift of His Excellency the 
Governor. 

Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what are the responsibilities attached to the 
post referred to? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: I have no information on the point. 
The Dacca University is a statutory body and the internal management 
of that body must be conducted by that body itself. 
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Service of processes in mufassal courts. 

♦XXVI. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : (a) Is the 

Hon’ble the Member m charge of the Judicial Department aware that 
much hardship ami inconvenience is being lelt by the public for service 
of processes and notices in the mufassal civil courts? 

(It) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking the 
necessary steps, either through the Calcutta High Court or by moving 
the Government of India, for removing the grievances and incon- 
veniences by the mtrodin t ion of rules similar to those obtaining m the 
original side of the High Court or like those piovided in the Provincial 
Insolvency Act? 

MEMBER in charge.of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur- Rahim): (</) Government have no information Hut impm- 
les will be made. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Land revenue sales. 

'XXVII. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will tin 
Hon’ble the Member m (haige of the Department of Revenue (Land 
Ke\enuc) bo jdeased to state whether the Go\ernment arc considering 
the desirability ol taking up legislation as eaily as possible for enabling 
the persons aggrieved by sales undei Ac t XI of 1859 and Bengal Regula- 
tion \ III of 1819 to have the sales set aside by deposit as ])iovidc‘d b\ 
section 22 of ihe Public Demands Rcioxen Act (Bengal Act III of 
1913)? 

The Hon’ble the MAH ARAJADH I RAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: The answei is in the negative. 

Rule debarring Members and Ministers from participating 
in political movements. 

*XXVIII. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble the Membei m charge of the Appointment Department be 
pleased to state whether there is any ruling by Government debarring 
the Tlon'ble Members and the Hon’ble Ministers from participating in 
any political movement oi from joining any political organisation ? 

(b) If so, what is the ruling? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler): (a) and (b) The position of Hon’ble 
Members towards political movements is defined in rules 22 and 28 of 
the Government Servants’ Conduct Rules, which run as follows: 

Rule ? e> .. — (1) A Government servant may, for the purpose of removing misappre- 
hensions, correcting misstatements and refuting disloyal and seditious propaganda 
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defend and explain in public the policy of the Government. Save, however, as 
provided in rules 17, IB, 19 a Government servant may not make any communications 
to the press in regord to the policy or acts of the Government without the sanction of 
the local Government or such superior authority as the local Government may 
presciibe. 

(2) In any action taken by them under sub-paragraph (1) Government servants 
should, so far as possible, refrain from making any reference to the personality of 
parties or individuals who may be m opposition to the Government and, when elections 
are impending, they must give no ground for the suggestion that any statements of 
facts or views mad j hv them have been made with the object of influencing electors in 
favour of oi against any party or individual candidate. 

Rule 23 (1) Save as provided in rule 22 or when acting under the express 

instructions of the local Government, a Government servant may not take part in, or 
subscribe in aid of, any political movement in India or relating to Indian affa.rs. 
Where there is room for doubt whether any action which a Government servant 
proposes to take will contravene this provision, he should refer the matter to the local 
Government to which or to the Government servant to whom he is immediately 
subordinate. 

(2) A Government servant, who is a whole-time Government servant, may not, by 
canvassing oi otherwise, interfere or use his influence in any way in an election to a 
legislative council except that ho may record a vote, if he is qualified to do bo, and in 
that case he should, as far as possible, avoid giving any indication beforehand of the 
direction in which he intends to vote. 

(3) A Government servant, who is a whole-time Government seivant, may not, 
save to the extent permissible in the case of elections to legislative councils or unless 
he is himself a candidate, who is legally eligible and has obtained from proper 
authority such permission, if any, as is required to enable him to stand for election, 
take part m elections to municipal committees, distuct boards and local boards 

Ministers are not debarred from participating in political move- 
ments or from joining political organisations. 


Tax on public amusements. 

*XXIX. Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: Will the 
TWlile the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased 
to state whether the imposition of any tax upon amusements, such as 
cinemas, theatres, etc., is in contemplation, and, if so, to state what 
steps, if any, are being taken to introduce necessary legislation on the 
subject, ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Kerr: The question of the measures that can he adopted 
to increase the resources of the local Government' is under con- 
sideration, but no definite statement can he made at present as to the 
nature of the action that will he taken. 

* 

Muhammadan hostel for Chittagong College. 


*XXX. Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Education aware that the 
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Chittagong College requires a Muhammadan hostel for accommodation 
of the gradually increasing number of its Muhammadan students? 

(6) Are the Government considering the question of constructing a 
suitable building for the purpose? 

(c) If so, by what time is it expected to have the work of construc- 
tion taken in hand? 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MUTER: (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. The District Magistrate has been asked to select a site. 

(c) Next year, if funds are available and it Council agree to the 
provision of funds. There is no provision in this year’s budget. 


Students of the Dacca University. 

•XXXI. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CH AUDHURI : Will the 

Hon’ble the Minister m charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state — 

(i) the total number of students admitted to the Dacca UniversiU ; 
(/?) how many of these belong to the Science side, and how main 
to the Arts side, and how many are in ]>ostgraduate classes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: {i) Up to 24th August, 1921, the 
number was 734. 

( 2 1 ) Arts 4(>S, Science 123. The admission of jKistgraduate students 
is now pioceoding: Government have not yet been informed of the 
number admitted. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Agricultural, industrial and commercial education. 

143. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Ilon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to state fully wliat steps, if any, have been, or are being, taken by 
the Government and the Calcutta University, respectively, for the 
encouragement of agricultural, industrial and .commercial education 
in Bengal? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): As regards the steps which have been taken or are 
being taken by the Government of Bengal, the member is referred to 
the answer given by the Hon’ble the Minister to the question asked by 
him at the meeting of the Bengal Legislative Council held on 
7th February, 1921. 
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The following steps have been taken by the University: — 

Adequate provision has been made in the Postgraduate Depart- 
ment for the teaching of Commerce, which has been included in the 
list of subjects for the M.A. Examination. 

In accordance with the scheme framed by the Hon’ble Justice Sir 
Ashutosh Mukharji, Kt., c.s.i., and accepted by the Senate on 6th 
August, 1921, for the use of the Kliaira Fund, a Chair of Agriculture, 
named Guru Prosad Singh Professorship of Agriculture, has been 
established. The duty of the Professor shall be — 

(a) to carry on original research in his subject with a view to 
extend the bounds of knowledge; 

(/>) to take steps to disseminate the knowledge of his special 
subject w r ith a view’ to foster its study and application; 

(r) to stimulate and guide research by advanced students and 
generally to assist in postgraduate work so as to secure the 
growth of real learning among our young men. 

With a view to consider what steps may be taken up by the Univer- 
sity to facilitate the introduction of scientific and vocational education 
m schools recognised by the University, a Conference of the Head 
Masters of recognised schools was held at the Senate House on the 
7th May, 1921. Another Conference' of the representatives of the 
Managing Committees of those schools was held on the 9th, 11th and 
the 12th dune, 1921, for the same purpose. The proceedings of the 
Conference were placed before the Syndicate on 29th July, 1921, and 
the whole question has been referred to a joint meeting of the Facul- 
ties of Arts and Science. 

Consumption of liquor. 

144. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state the quantity of liquor, both foreign and country- 
made, consumed last year in Bengal, except for medical purposes? 

(b) What amount of revenue was derived last year by the Govern- 
ment on liquor, both as custom duties and as excise? 

(c) What steps have been and are being taken by the Government to 
stop the consumption of the said liquors, except for medical purposes? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CH AUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) 766,572 L.P. gallons of country spirit and 
572.548 bulk gallons of foreign liquor were consumed during the year 
1920-21. The latter figure is only approximate, as accurate statistics 
of the sale of such liquors are not yet available. 

(b) Ks. 55,97,155 w T ere realised as custom duties and Rs. 10,35,077 
as duty on foreign liquor manufactured in this country and 
Rs. 74,44,563 as duty on country spirit during the year 1920-21. The 



1921.] 


QUESTIONS. 


209 


license fees derived from foreign liquor and country spirit were 
Ks. 3,22,358 and Us. 15,52,750, respectively. 

(c) No steps have been and are being taken by the Government to 
stop the consumption of liquor, but adequate steps are taken to res- 
trict the consumption thereof. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: May 1 ask what steps have been 
taken to restrict the consumption of liquor? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: There are resolutions on this subject and 1 shall be 
pleased to reply to this question in that connection? 

Promotion of Sub-Registrars. 

145. Babu BHISHMADEV DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state what 
action, if any, has been taken with reference to his answer to 
<lause ( j) of my starred question No. XXIII in the meeting of this 
Council of the 1st April? 

( h) Is it a fact that some Sub-Registrars who have passed the 
“ Social Test ” for a Distrut Suh-llegist rarship have applied lbi 
promotion to higher appointments? 

( r ) How have these applications been disposed of? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: 00 The matter is under the con- 
sideration of Government 

(h) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(c) The applications could not be entertained as, under the exist- 
ing rule, the passing of the special test does not entitle an officer to 
supersede another officer senior to him, if the latter is otherwise 
qualified. 


Circle Officers, Department of Industries. 

146. Maulvi A. H. M. WAZIR ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries he 
pleased to state what is the minimum qualification required for a Circle 
Officer, Department of Industries, Ren gal? 

(b) How many Circle Officers were appointed during the last six 
months, and how manv of them are Muhammadans? 

(r) If no Muhammadan has been appointed, why not? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) The minimum qualification required for a Circle 
Officer is a training in mechanical engineering or in services of general 
industrial application. 

(h) Five Circle Officers were appointed in 1920. No such officer was 
appointed during the last six months. None of them are Muham- 
madans. 
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(c) None of the Muhammadan applicants for the posts of Circle 
Officers were considered to possess adequate qualifications. 

“ Tols ” and “ muktabs.” 

147. Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: Will the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing: — 

(i) the amount of expenditure incurred in each district on muktabs 

in the years 1919-20 and 1920-21 ; and 

(ii) the amount contributed in each district on Sanskrit tols during 

the corresponding period? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (i) and (it) A statement is laid 
on the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to vnstarred question No. 147 , showing 
the amount of expenditure incurred in each district on t£ mule tabs ” 
in the years 7919-20 and 1920-21 and also the amount contributed 
in each district on Sanskrit il tols ” in 1919-20 and 1920-21 . 

IMtRSIDKNCY l>I\ I SI ON. 


10 19- ‘JO 1 920- 'J 1 . 


District. 

Provincial 

revenues 

l 

1 ;, ,Ktrl< : t | Municipal 
<oarrt ] funds, 
funds. | 

Othei .. , ' 

sources I’rovnu-ml 

( private) rot mu-. 

District. | 
Hoard 
funds. 

1 

Municipal 

funds 

< >ther 
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(private). 
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Ha. 

Kh. 

Its 

ic. 

Its. 

Its 

Its 

Its. 

Cal cut ta 

1 5,7 it 4 

Nil 

8,352 

27,970 

15,248 

Nil 

8,637 

30,109 

24 Parganas ... 

12,R7t* 

4,900 

5,449 

17,662 

12,143 

4,897 
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16,921 

Nadia 

9,388 

8,017 

711 

5,660 

9,961 

8.026 

781 

5,292 

Murnhidahad... 
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5,641 

654 

9.365 1 

6,816 

4,730 

558 

: 11,722 

JoHnoro 

11,392 

7,150 

288 

15,482 , 

12,394 

7,433 

276 

i 15,690 

Khulna 

12.528 

8,309 

264 

14,037 

13,091 

8,261 

1 

420 

‘ 13,034 

Sanskrit tols 

Calcutta 0 
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492 | 

16,019 

1 

j 
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j 493 

Do. f 

4,249 
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1 160 

66,050 j 

2,404 1 
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1.319 

47,209 

24-Parganas ... 

2,231 
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1,557 

3,007 | 

2,807 
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2,172 

1,966 

Nadia 

10,190 
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216 

5,170 ' 

i 

10,766 
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216 

4,274 

Murnliidabad ... 

442 

334 

48 

7,438 ! 

192 

384 

60 

| 7,463 

Jessorc 

1 328 

924 

180 

1,341 

388 

974 

180 

j 700 

Khulna 

1,132 

1,980 
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1,372 

987 

1,956 

Nil 

1 

j 506 


• For ths title and vedic olasses, whioh constitute a part of the S inskrit College, Calcutta, 
t For other toU, whlob also impart collegiate (not prim iry) education. 
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21,761 

How ruli 

» 373 

1 7M> 

2,264 

S.t.lft 

17.032 

4,362 1 

; 

1.910 

2,120 

14,004 

22,426 


Fxpenm M H k in< 

t ition 

ON PaNBRHIT TOl> M HI NO Till- 

Y KA It — 




1919-20. 





1920-31 



Nam* or bisriurr. 
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£ 
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z 
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e 
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3 

- 

Cu 

“ 

** 
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E 
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Us. 

Us. 

Ils 

Us. 

Us 

Uh 

IU 

Hh 

Us. 

Us 

Burd wan 

562 

1,1*20 

60 

9.921 

12.4S6 

ft48* 

2,329 

60 

8. !12 

1 1.049 

Birbhum 

392 

” 


3, Boh 

1,000 

ft4 1 

139 


3,960 

4.633 

Batikura 

»»; 

94 

96 

7.182 

7.769 

262 

94 

96 

1,488 

1,940 

Mulnapore 

1.91ft 

240 


6.613 

8,826 

1,606 

240 

114 

4,492 

6,4ft! 

Hooghly 

486 

1.628 

1.034 

10,964 

14.112 

380 

2,790 

989 

9,714 

13,3-3 

Howrah 

40 

ftft 

1.A40 


1 ,63ft 

48 

lift 

1.662 

1 ,026 

kWI 
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CHITTAGONG DIVISION. 

* EXPKNIUTUrUt lNl'UltRKD IN — 



191 i»-UO. 

1920-21 


Its. 

IN. 

For muktibs — 

Tippera 

75,735 

93,626 

Noakhali 

. ... 54,606 

62,737 

Chittagong 

45,283 

56,321 

For Sanskrit toh — 

Tippera 

6,171 

5,178 

Noakhah 

3,911 

5.829 

Chittagong 

5,928 

6,259 


KAJSHAHl DIVISION. 



Ml KTAOS. 

DISTRICT 

1 1919-20 j 1920-21. i 

1 1 

Toi<b. 

1910-20. 1920-21 


IN 

IN. 

IN. 

IN. 

Raphahi 

9,3 IK 

13,24 8 

1,145 

2,280 

1 >iiiH)pur 

12,531 

1 9,470 

2,832 

1 ,56o 

Jalpaigun 0 

5,259 

7,412 



itangpiir 

27 225 

31,871 

1,673 

1,268 

Bogra 

1 4,4H9 

14,765 

2.485 

3,032 

Raima 

30,909 

34,954 

2,498 

2,990 

M a hi a 

16,956 

i 

19,132 

436 

448 

Darjeeling 0 

1,472 

i 

2,133 




° There are no tola 

io these districts. 



“ Added Members ” in the Faculty of Medicine. 



148. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the* Hon’ble ll.e 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education he pleased to state 
whether there is any provision for appointing- “ Added Members ” by 
the different faculties of the Calcutta University and, if so, how many 
have been so appointed in the Faculty of Medicine since its creation 
as compared with the total number of such members in other faculties? 
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Th6 Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: Under section 5, Chapter III of 
the Regulations of the Calcutta University, the Faculties have power 
to elect Added Members. No Added Member was ever elected by the 
Faculty of Medicine since its creation. 

The information regarding number of Added Members in the other 
Faculties is contained in the statement below. 

Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 148 , showing 
the number of Added Members elected by the different Faculties under 
Section 5, Chapter 111 of the Regulations . 




N UMBEIt ELECTED BY THE FACULTY OF— 


YKAU. 

Arts. 

Science. 

Law. 

Mtdicine. 

i 

j Engineering. 

1906.07 

Nil 

1 

4 

Nil 

1 

1908 

Nil 

5 

2 

Nil 

2 

1909 

3 

5 

4 

Nil 

3 

1910 

4 

4 

4 

Nil 

2 

1911 

3 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 

1912 

3 

2 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

1913 

9 

6 

3 

Nil 

3 

1914 

1 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

1915 

1 

6 

2 

Nil 

2 

1916 

Nil 

8 

3 

Nil 

3 

1917 

1 

Nil 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1918 

Nil 

5 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

1919 

2 

7 

7 

Nil 

3 

1920 

1 

1 

6 

Nil 

2 

1921 

Nil 

2 

6 

Nil 

2 


NOTE.— When none of the nominee* had «ecured a majority of the votes of the Fellows on the Faculty, no Added 
Members were elected to that Faculty. 


Accommodation in colleges. 


149. Babu 8AILAJA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI : (a) Is the 

Bon’ bio the Minister in charge of the Department, of Education aware 
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that a large number of students could not get admission into colleges 
in Bengal for want of accommodation? 

(b) If so, what steps are the Government taking to meet the situa- 
tion ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTERs (a) Such evidence as has been 
obtained tends to show that this is not the case. The successful can- 
didates at Matriculation this year were probably about 11,000. The 
maximum capacity of first year college classes in the province was 
7,418 in 1919, the last year for which we have figures at hand, though 
it is known that this capacity has been increased. If circumstances 
were normal, it is probable that accommodation would be in slight 
defect. But a large number of colleges report a falling off in numbers 
in the college year just begun. Much of this is explained by the very 
late publication of the University Intermediate and Final results, 
and the strikes and other inconveniences of communication which pre- 
vented students from joining colleges at the proper time; but there 
is reason to believe that the accommodation available in the colleges 
will not be fully utilised. 

(b) The question does not arise. 


Service of processes in mufassal courts. 

150. Maulvi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Hon’lde the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state 
wli ether he is aware — 

(?) that processes in mufassal courts, especially in the cavil courts, 
are often returned unserved; 

(n) that this has been put down as being due to the negligence of 
the process servers? 

( h) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking stops 
to remedy this grievance? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : The member is referred to tin* 
answer given at this meeting to a starred question on the same subject 
asked by Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. 


Fish supply. 


151. Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: («) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state — 

(i) whether he is aware of the progressive exhaustion of the 
sources of fresh fish supply in Bengal ; 


0 1 
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(ii) what steps are the Government taking to improve the fresh fish 
supply of Bengal ? 

(b) Is there any close season in the fish trade? 

(r) In case there is no such close season, are the Government con- 
sidering the desirability of fixing one, during the breeding season of 
the fresh water fishes and of penalising the capture of fishes during such 
season ? 

( d ) If there is a close season, are the rules strictly enforced? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur : (a) (?) Yes, this is probably the fact owing to the 
gradual silting up of rivers and tanks and refers mainly to the river 
and jheel fisheries, but not to the estuarine and sea fisheries, which 
have hardly yet been tapped. 

( 11 ) The Department of Fisheries is encouraging in every way pos- 
sible the stocking of tanks with fry and systematic carp culture. The 
bettor Management of tanks is advocated on all possible occasions. A 
survey of the fisheries is being made in the four districts where there 
are fishery officers, and fishermen are being encouraged to improve their 
methods by the opening of co-operative societies. 

(b) No. 

(r) The possibility of enforcing a close season has been considered 
by Government from time to time, but without an\ definite result. 

{d) In view of the answer to (b) above the question does not arise. 

Khasmahal Tahsildars of Faridpur. 

152. Babu JOCENDRA KRISHNA ROY: Will the Dou ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state — 

(?) whether the Go\ eminent have received any representation from 
the khasmahal tahsildars of the district of Faridpur, pray- 
ing for an increment to their salary? If so, has any action 
been taken yet? If not, do the Government propose to take 
any action in the matter soon? 

O'?) whether the ‘ collecting agency*’ referred to in the report of the 
McAlpin Committee include the khasmahal tahsildars; 

(???) whether the Government are aware of the fact that the khas- 
mahal tahsildars of Eastern Bengal feel that they were 
unkindly treated by the late Eastern Bengal and Assam 
Government by the retrenchment of the amount drawn by 
them at the licensed rate of pay which was granted in 1910 to 
all the ministerial officers under the provisions of order 
No. 1738-80 F., dated the 27th March, 1911? 
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The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (/) Yes. It is under the consideration of Government. 
(it) Yes. 

(in) The retrenchment was made in order to keep the cost within 
the prescribed limit of (> per cent. Their pay has. however, since been 
raised. 


Patuakhali Jail building. 

153. Maulvi FAILAL KARIM: Will the llon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails') he pleased to state whether 
the new sub-jail to be built at Eatuakhali will be a two-storied building? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [ JAILS | 
(the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim) : N o; but the foundations are being 
built to take another story, if found necessary hereafter. 


Touts and deed-writers in mufassal sub-registry offices. 

154. Maulvi ABDUL KARIM: (u) Is the llon’hle the Minister 
m charge of the Depaitment of Education aware that there are touts 
and pi ofessional deed-wi iteis in the ollices of sub-registrars in the 
mufassal ? 

(l>) Is the lfon’ble the Minister also aware that these professional 
deed-writers very often write m combination and charge exorbitant 
lates from the registrants? 

(c) Is the llon’ble the Minister aware that these touts and pro- 
fessional deed-wi iters are not under the control ot the sub-registrars 
or the Department? 

{(]) Are the Go\ernment considering the desirability of introdu- 
cing a system of license with a table of fees for remuneration of the 
licensed deed-writers, as was done by the Eastern Bengal and Assam 
Government (rule their ciiculur No 9 of the 8th October, 1910), or 
any other suitable system? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Yes. 

(b) The deed-writers make their own terms •with the clients who 
come to them to have their deeds drawn up and engrossed ; and there 
is reason to believe that their terms aie often exorbitant 

tc) Yes. 

( d ) The question of dealing with the deed-writers and touts who 
frequent registration offices is one of considerable difficulty. Some are 
unprincipled and fleece the registrants: on the other hand, it is neces- 
sary for registrants to employ jiersons who can write deeds, petitions 
and applications, make searches and take delivery of documents, the 
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registration of which has been completed. In order to prevent abuses 
the Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam in 1910 issued the orders 
referred to in the question, by which a certain number of deed-writers 
were licensed for each office and a scale of fees for their services was 
drawn up. This system, however, proved a failure and led to serious 
malpractices and corruption. It appeared that some sub-registrars 
and their staff took bribes from the licensed touts and that the latter 
made illegal exactions from registrants and defrauded Government of 
their legal dues. Orders were accordingly passed in 1912 that all 
existing licenses should be cancelled and that no licenses should be 
granted in future. It is not pioposed to revive this system. Govern- 
ment will welcome any practical suggestions to prevent abuses of the 
kind referred to in the question. 


Muhammadans in the Calcutta polioe, 

155. Maulvi ABDUL KARIM: (a) Will the IWble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state — 

(?) the total number of appointments, and 

(u) the number held by Muhammadans in the Calcutta police as — 

(1) assistant commissioner; 

(2) inspector, 

(3) sub-inspector; 

(4) assistant sub-inspector ? 

(b) Is it a fact that recently a few new appointments have been 
made as inspectors in the Calcutta police? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state how 
many of such appointments have been made, and how many of them 
have been given to Muhammadans? 

( d ) Is it a fact that recently a few' junior sub-inspectors have been 
made inspectors, superseding certain senior officers? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the 
names of the officers who have been so promoted, as w'ell as the names 
of those who have been superseded ? 


MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir 
Henry Wheeler): (a) The figures are as follow's: — 

Total number of Number of appointments 
appointments. held by Muhammadans. 


Assistant commissioner 
Inspector 
Sub-inspector 
Assistant sob-inspector 


13 

Nil 

60 

4 

109 

‘29 

145 

42 


(b) Yes. 
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(c) Seventeen. The appointments were filled by the promotion of 
14 experienced officers to hold charge of important sections, and of 
three specially trained officers for the Public Vehicles Department. 
Two of the appointments were filled by Muhammadan officers. 

(d) and (V) The promotions were made according to seniority and 
selection, officers considered unfit for the post of inspector being super- 
seded. It is not proposed to state the names of the officers so passed 
over and promoted. 


Sergeants and sub-inspectors of police. 

156. Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKAR: (a) Will the Dou ble 

the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state 
the status and the rank of a sub-inspector of police with reference to 
that of a sergeant ? 

(I>) Have the Government decided whether the rank of a sergeant 
is equal or inferior to that of a sub-inspector of jxdice? 

(r) In case their positions are relatively equal, will the ITon’ble 
the Member be pleased to state wh\ a distinction lias l**on made with 
regard to their pay ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the sergeants are given free kits, which are 
not given to the sub-inspectors? 

(e) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the 
reason for this distinction? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that there is great discontent 
amongst the sub-inspectors on account of the above differences, and 
also over the scale and rate of increment allowed by the time-scale 
pay ? 

(ff) Are the Government considering the advisability of removing 
the distinction in pay with regard to the sub-inspectors and sergeants? 

(h) Will the Hon* hie the Member be pleased to lay on the table 
a copy of the memorial submitted by the suli-inspeetors for their incre- 
ment of pay, together with any order passed thereon? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) to (e) It is understood 
that the reference is to the Bengal police. The distinction between 
sergeants and sub-inspectors is in respect of the duties they perform. 
The duties of sub-inspectors relate mainly to the investigation and 
prosecution of cases, while sergeants are employed chiefly in training 
the armed jKilice and in patrol work in towns and at important railway 
stations. The pay of these two classes is fixed in consideration of 
the qualifications required for these duties and the rate necessary to 
secure suitable candidates. Free kit is part of the remuneration given 
to sergeants. Sub-inspectors do not receive it, their pay and allow- 
ances having been fixed on the understanding that they pay for their 
own uniforms. 
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(/) Government are aware that sub-inspectors are not satisfied with 
the time-scale of pay and rate of increments recently sanctioned. 

((/) No. 

(h) A copy* of the memorial dated April, 1920, is laid on the library 
table. 


Excise policy. 

157. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to stale whether Government contemplate appointing a com- 
mittee to inquire into their excise policy and administration, with a 
view to restricting consumption and of suggesting means for recupera- 
ting the loss of revenue therefrom? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: No. Government have recently issued a press 
communique detailing their excise policy, a copy* of which is placed on 
the library table. 


Commercial Institute Board. 

158. Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to state who are at present on the Government Commercial Institute 
Board ? 

(b) Has there been any change of members since it was first con- 
stituted ? 

(c) How long has each member been serving on the Board? 

(<7) Are there any Muhammadan members on the Board? If not, 
why not ? 

(e) Is there any Muhammadan on the teaching staff of the Institu- 
tion ? 

(/) IIow long has Babu Girindra Kumar Sen been acting as 
Principal of the Institution? 

(//) Have the Government been advertising the vacancy in the 
permanent post of Principal? 

(h) Have the Government considered the desirability of filling up 
the vacancy bv the appointment to it of the present acting Principal? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) and (b) The membei is referred to the answer given 
by the Ilon’ble Minister to clauses (d) and (e) of question No. 205 
asked by llai Kadha Charan Pal Bahadur at the Council meeting of 
the 4th July, 1921. 


Not printed in these proceedings. 
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( c) The respective periods of t lie service of the members named in 
clause (d) of the question referred to above are given below : 

(1) Nine years. 

Eight years. 

(d ) Two sears 
(4i A few months. 

(f>) Five years. 

((>) Eight \ears. 

( 7 ) 4 wo inoi.ths 

(S) Recently a])])omted. 

(9) r I'en years. 

(d) No. hour of the members art* a])pointt*d c.r-oflicto ; two 
members ai t* nominated b\ t fit* Bengal (’hamber of ('omnieice and out* 
by the Bengal National (’hamber ol (’omnieice Thus tliert* ait* onl\ 
two vacancies a\ ailablt* ftu frt*t* appointment. The\ art* at pit*sent held 
by well-qualified gentlemen. (io\ eminent , however, ait* rnnsitlt*iing 
the increase of the strength of tin* Board to 10 and to la\ down the 
condition that a Muhammadan shall be appointed 

( £*) Nt>, but a Muhammadan gentleman held one of the exeuing 
lectureships during seveial recent \ears. 

(/) About ten >ears. 

(g) No. But the permission of tin* Secretary of State has been 
asked for to athertise the post m this country if there is no pm.spcct 
of an officer being recruited in England. 

(ft) Yes. But in view of proposed fuithei de\elopments in com- 
mercial education the recruitment of an officer possessing specially high 
European qualifications has been deemed to lie necessary. 


Subordinate Educational Service. 

159. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: <«). Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in chaige of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
whether the pa\ of the officers of the Subordinate Educational Service* 
is going to be increased? 

( b) If .so, when and on what plan? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER. (<ri) and (b ) Reference is invited to 
the reply given on the 29th August last to starred question No. XIV 
asked by Bubu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. 
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160. Maulvi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education he pleased to state 
whether the Government have come to a final decision as regards the 
recommendations of the Wordsworth Committee? 

(b) If so, how has it been decided to reorganise the Department in 
order to benefit the classes concerned? 

( c ) Have the minimum and maximum of the Subordinate Educa- 
tional Service been fixed with an eye to those recently introduced in 
the other branches of Government service of a similar standing and 
status? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MUTER: Hefei *ence is invited to the reply 
given on the 29th August last to starred question No. XIV asked by 
liabu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. 


Munsifs’ quarters at Patuakhali. 

161. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Public; Works be pleased to state — 

(/) whether it is a fact that the compounds of the residences of 
gazetted officers, except those of Munsifs at Patuakhali, are 
enclosed by some sort of fencing; 

(/?) if so, what is the reason for this differential treatment? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (i) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
the Minister be pleased to state whether it is intended to make provi- 
sion in the next budget for enclosing the compounds of the Munsifs’ 
residences by some sort of fencing? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the total amount that was spent during the last five 
years for all sorts of repairs to Munsifs’ residences at Patuakhali? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): 

(a) ( i ) Yes. 

(?/) The necessity for fencing was not represented to Government 
and the omission is not confined to the compounds of Munsifs fit Patua- 
khali. 

( b ) The answer is in the negative. 

( c ) A statement is laid on the table. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question Xo. J 61 (r), 
showing the expenditure on Munsifs' quarters at Patuakhali foi the 
last five years. 


(1) MiWSIFS’ quarters No. I. 


1916- 17 

1917- 18 

1918- 19 

1919- 20 

1920- 21 


Rh 

13f 

80 

608 

HI 

104 


Total ... 1,010 


(2) Munsifs’ QUARTERS Nt) II. 


1916- 17 

1917- 18 
1918 19 
19 19 20 
1920-21 


141 

159 

610 

147 

1 29 


Total 


1,186 


1916- 17 

1917- 18 

1918- 19 

1919- 20 

1920- 21 


(3) Munsifs’ quarters No. III. 


172 

167 

473 

107 

133 


Total 


1 ,052 


1916 17 

1917 ’8 
1918-19 
1919 20 
1920- 21 


389 

367 

363 

173 

105 


(4) Munsifs’ quarters No. IV, 
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162. Babu BROJENDRA KI8HOR RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Is 

the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) 
in a position to state approximately the amount of recurring and non- 
recurring ex]>enditure that will he necessary for the purpose of giving 
effect to the different recommendations of the .Jails Committee ? 

(b) Have the Government formulated any scheme for giving effect 
to the recommendations of the Jails Committee in order of their urgency ? 

( c ) If so, what specific recommendations do they propose to carry 
out during the current year? 

(d) What is the number of prisoners, male and female, respectively, 
belonging to Bengal, who are at present serving out their term in the 
Andamans ? 

(e) In regard to the female prisoners, what action has been taken 
for bringing them back to India, as recommended by the Jails Com- 
mittee in paragraph 572 of their report? 

(!) What policy do Government propose to adopt in regard to the 
male prisoners at present in the Andamans? 

{(f) Have any prisoners been deported there from Bengal since the 
publication of the report of the Jails Committee? 

(//) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the Government of 
Madras have passed orders that no more deputation of prisoners should 
take place to the Andamans, that the male prisoners already there are 
to be brought back in the course of the next ten years, and that the female 
prisoners are to be brought back at. once? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble the Member also aware that the Government of 
the Central Provinces are also taking measures in these matters? 

The Hcm’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (a) No, it is impossible to state 
what would be the total cost of giving effect to all the recommenda- 
tions of the Committee. 

( b) The order of urgency is affected by financial considerations. 
Government, are endeavouring to give early effect to recommendations 
accepted by the Government of India or the local Government which 
do not involve large expenditure. Other recommendations must await 
the provision of funds. 

( c) Action has already been taken in the following matters: — 

Paragraph C>3, recommendation No. 54 in Chapter XXIII of the 

Committee’s report. — The pay of the warders has been raised from 
Us. 16 rising to Its. 19 to Us. 16 rising to Us. 20. Sanction has also 
been given to the supply to each warder, free of charge, of a pair of 
dhotis (saris in the case of female warders) every year. 
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Paragraph 279, recommendation No. 221 in Chapter XX1I1 of the 
Committee’s report. — Superintendents of jails have been instructed to 
appoint voluntary preachers to impart religious instruction to Muham- 
madan prisoners. 

Paragraph 285, recommendation No. 225 in Chapter XXIII of the 
Committee’s report. — Orders have been issued to provide every male 
Muhammadan prisoner with longer trousers, as recommended by the 
Committee. 

Paragraph 287, recommendation No. 226 in Chapter XXIII of the 
Committee's report. — Sikh prisoners have been allowed to retain their 
religious symbols and are given soap or soap-nut and oil once a week. 

Other changes m accordance with the Committee’s recommendation*' 
leave been made or are likely soon to be made under the oiders of the 
Government of India. 

( (J) Exact figures are not available, but it may lie assumed that the 
normal number of com lets fmm Bengal is 950, of whom 2 ]>er cent, 
are females. 

( r) The Chief Commissioner, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, is 
taking action for the retransfer of female com lets from Port Blair to 
jails m their province's in India. 

(/) It has been decided that lejiers, lunatics, phthisical cases and 
those eonvnts whose health lenders it. inadvisable for them to remain 
m the Andamans wjll have the first claim for retransfer to India, and 
action is being taken in this dneetion Othei convicts will be hi ought 
back to India as soon as accommodation can be provided foi them. 

(<}) No 

( h) and a) No; but it is presumed that all local Governments are 
taking action on the recommendations of the Indian Jails Committee. 


Fencing on the sides of Bengal-Nagpur Railway. 

163. Babu DEVENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Is the lion bh the 

Minister m charge ol the Department of Public Woiks aware; 

(?) that no fence is pro\ ided on either side of the Bengal-Nagpur 
Kailw a v ; 

in) that m consequence theieof ver\ often serious accidents occur, 
especially to animals? 

(h) Will the Hon’hle the Minister he pleased to state whether the 
Government contemplate drawing the attention of the said Railway 
authorities to the necessity of arranging for such fencing? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) (i) and (tt) The answer is in the negative. 

(b) The question is one which should be put in one of the Chambers 
pf the Central Legislature. 
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Income-tax. 

164. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state — 

(a) what amount of income-tax was derived from Bengal last year; 

( b ) what amount of the said tax was derived from within the muni- 

cipal limits of Calcutta; and 

(r) the number of persons who paid the said tax within the afore- 
said limits? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: (a) Rs. 4,39,30,978. 

(b) Rs. 3,46,08,056. 

(c) 19,229. 

The above figures of collections (a) and (b) show the total collec- 
tions made, and include realizations on account of branch firms and 
business concerns situated, in some instances, outside the province. 
The figure against (c) does not include the number of persons from whose 
salaries income-tax is deducted by the Accountant-General, Bengal, as 
this figure is not available. 

Proposed reserves in the Western Duars. 

165. Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Government have 
acquired, or have surveyed for acquisition, several plots of jote lands 
and khas grazing blocks in the Western Duars in the district of Jalpai- 
guri, especially near Jhar Asthagram, for the purpose of reserved 
forests ? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the 
number of holdings that have been, or are proposed to be acquired? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether any, 
and if so, what, compensation is to be made to the present tenants of 
these lands? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Proposals have been received for the reservation of 
certain areas in the Western Duars in order to prevent erosion along the 
banks of the Torso, Raidak and Jaldhaka rivers. Notifications under 
section 4 of the Forest Act have been issued, and objections, if received, 
will be duly considered. 

(b) In the Raidak Reserve it is proposed to include 59 acres of 
precarious cultivation in five jotes. A strip of uncultivated and barren 
land along the edge of the three other jotes is also included. Exact 
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areas are not >et available. In the Torsa lleserre, as the proposal at 
present stands, eleven jotes in taluk Ehairbari will each lose a negligible 
strip of 'waste land along the river bank. Besides these, only live jotes 
are affected, tlnee in Parangarpar and two in Salkumar East. In the 
ltamskahi Reserve on the Jaldhaka river, 87 jotes and two tea gardens 
are a fl eeted 

In eight jotes the area, which is being taken up, has been entiiely 
washed away by the river and now consist of stony river bed. 

(r) Tenants in the Western Duars hold their lands subject to the 
condition that the- land will be given up free of cost, when requited for 
a public purpose. They are entitled only to compensation for houses, 
trees and other improvements on the land. According to the estimate, 
the amounts payable vary from Ks. 2d up to Its. 2,825. 


Cadre of deputy superintendents of police. 

166. Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: (a) Will the Hoi.’hle the 
Member in cluuge of the Appointment Depaitment be pleased to state 
what is the present strength of the cadre of the deputy superintendents 
in Bengal ? 

ib) When was this strength of the cadre fixed? 

(r) Did the Public Sei vices Commission recommend that the Provin- 
cial Police Seiviee should he developed, and that then* should be no 
hesitation in adding to the cadre to meet administrative requirements? 

(d) How man\ officers have since been added to the cadre*? 

(c) Is the Hon’hle the Memhei aware of the discontent amongst the 
deputy superintendents of police in connection with tin* revised scale 
of pay ? 

(/) Is it a fact that the pa\ of tin* deputy superintendents is the 
lowest amongst all the Provincial Services with regard to their maximum 
and minimum pay as well as the rate of increment ? 

(a) Will the Rou ble the Member he pleased to state tin* reason for 
this distinction ? 

(h ) Is it a fact that the deputy superintendents submitted a memorial 
to the Secretary of State about a year ago for improvement of their pav 
and prospects and protesting against the treatment accorded to their 
service ? 

(i) Will tin* Hon’hle tin* Member lie pleased to lay a copy of the 
memorial and also the recommendations made by the Government on the 
table ? 

(j) Will the Hon’hle the Member he pleased to say what orders, if 
any, have been passed by the Secretary of State on the memorial? 

(k) If no orders have been received, will the Hon’hle the Member 
he pleased to state at what stage they are pending and what attempts 
are being made to get early orders on the name? 
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The Hon’ble 8ir HENRY WHEELER: (a) The cadre of deputy 
superintendents at present consists of 28 permanent and two temporary 
posts. 

(h) and ( d ) It was fixed at 24 at the time of the constitution of 
the Presidency in 1912: six posts have since been added. 

( c ) Yes. 

(e) Representations on the subject have been received from officers 
of this service. 

(/) and (jj) It is difficult to make a full comjiarison of the rates of 
pay lor tin* several Provincial Sei vices, as their conditions differ. 
Looking at the one matter of pay only the answer is in the affirmative. 

(//) Yes. 

(?) and (j) A copy* of the memorial is laid on the library table, 
i he local (lovernment do not propose to publish the subsequent, corre- 
spondence. 

(k) Orders have been received from the Government of India on the 
memorials in question, and the action to be taken thereon is under the 
consideration of the local Government. 

Murder of, and injury to, raiyats in Rangpur. 

167. Rai Sahib PANCHAN AN BARM A: (,i) Is the IWble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department aware of the following 
deaths of three raiyats, and outrages upon others, within the jurisdic- 
tion of two police-stations in the district of Rangpur in the course of 
three months beginning from April last : — 

(?) of the death in April last of Rani Sekh, a raiyat of the village 
of Isorkol, within the jurisdiction of the police-station of 
Kaliganj ; 

00 of the attack in May last upon the house and family of Ader 
and Sader, two brothers, raiyats of the village of Dhar- 
mapal, within the jurisdiction of the police-station of 
J aid h aka ; 

causing in the course of the attack — 

(/) the death of a son of Ader or Sader; 

(2) serious hi jury to the bodies and properties of Ader and 
Sader; and 

O'D outrage and serious injury to an old woman of the 
family ? 

(h) In connection with the occurrences stated in the preceding ques- 
tion, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what steps are 
being taken to bring the offenders to justice? 

* Not printed in these proceedings. 
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( c ) What steps are being taken to remove the feeling of unsafety 
and helplessness of the people m the area caused by these and other 
similar occurrences ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a), (b) and (c) Govern- 
ment are not aware of the facts; inquiry is being made. 

Calcutta Electric License. 

168. Babu SURENDRA NATH MULLICK: (a) Is the Uon’ble the 

Member in charge of the Depailment of (’ommerce awaie that the 
Cor}»oration of Calcutta lias ret ommended to the Government that the 
extension of the periods of (ontiact from 10 years to 20 vcars, as asked 
for by the Calcutta Electin’ Supplv Corporation, lie not granted? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member lie pleased to state whether the 
Government have accepted the said recommendation? 

(c) If the said recommendation of the Corporation has not been 
accepted by the Government, will the Hon’ble the Membei be pleased 
to state whether the Government ha\e acceded to the request of the 
Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation to extend the period from 10 to 
20 years? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Kerr): (a), (h) and (r) The Corporation of Calcutta 
has recommended that a general extension of the period from 10 
to 20 years should not be gi anted and Government have accepted this 
recommendation. The Corpointion of Calcutta have, however, proposed 
that the existing option which falls due m 1928 should be extended 
to IMS, provided the Elect! le Supplv Corporation agree* to certain 
conditions. Government have asked for the views of the* Electric Supplv 
Corporation on these' conditions and will await their reply before coming 
to a decision as to the extension of the existing ]>eriod of the contract. 

Closing of drainage cuts in Bhagwangola. 

169. Babu SURENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: Will the Ilon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to 
lay on the table the repoi t of the officers concerned, deputed under 
Government order, to ascertain whether the practice to close* the drain- 
age cuts by the villagers to protect their ays paddy he slopped or not, 
in the area of the Bhagwangola thana in the Murshidabad district, in 
connection with the answer given by the ITon’ble the Member to mv 
question No. 25 at the* meeting of the* Gounod of 28th February, 1921? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): The drainage con- 
ditions of the locality are under observation and a preliminary report, 
has been received lately. It is not proposed to lay the report on the 
table. 

P 
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Black Hole Memorial. 

170. Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: Is the Hon’ble the Member 

in charge of the Political Department considering the desirability of 
removing the present Black Hole Memorial monument? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
8ir Henry Wheeler): The reply is ill the negative. 

Expenditure: “ 35.— Industries.’ 1 

171. Mr. 8. M. BOSE: With reference to the supplementary grant 
of Rs. 1,06,200 made without discussion on the 15th July last under 
the head “ 35. — Industries,” will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of 
the Department, of Agriculture and Industries be pleased to make a 
statement showing the necessity for the expenditure? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The grant, which is made from year to year was required 
for payment of giants-in-aid to technical schools. The items of expendi- 


ture covered by the amount are: — 

Rs. 

(1) Maintenance grants for special technical and 

industrial schools ... ... 73,700 

(2) Maintenance grants for miscellaneous schools ... 11,000 

(3) Building grants for special technical and indus- 

trial schools ... ... ... 15,000 

(4) Furniture grants for special technical and indus- 

trial schools ... . . 1,500 

(5) Other grants for encouragement of scientific and 

industrial education ... ... 5,000 

Total ... 1,06,200 


This sum, which used to be provided m the Education Department 
budget, should have been included in the estimates of the Industries 
Department, owing to the transfer of technical education to the control 
of the latter, but through oversight this was not done when the budget 
estimates for the current year were being, prepared. 

Listed posts for members of Bengal Provincial Civil 8ervice. 

172. Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state— 
(/) the date from which effect is going to be given to the increased 
rate of pay sanctioned by the Secretary of State for the 
members of the Bengal Provincial Civil Service holding 
listed appointments ; 
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(2) what provision has been made in the current year’s budget 

for the amount which will be required for allowing the above 
increment ; 

(3) if no provision has yet been made, when is the demand for an 

additional grant for the above purpose going to be made in 
the Council ; 

(4) from what date can the officers expect to draw their pay at the 

increased rate ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (/) Effect will be given to 
the increased rate from the 1st December, 1919 (ride Home Depart- 
ment resolution No. 1033, dated the 5th May, 1921). 

(2) and (3) No provision has been made in the current year’s 
budget for the increased expenditure involved, but it will be met b\ 
reappropriation within the grant voted by the Council under the head 
“ V. — Land Revenue — Charges of District Administration,” to which 
head the expenditure is debitable. 

(4) The orders of Government have been communicated to the 
Accountant-General, Bengal, who will now issue the necessary salary 
slips 

Teachers in secondary high schools. 

173. Babu HEM CHANDRA N ASKER: (a) Has the attention of 
the llon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education been 
drawn to the resolution passed at the teachers’ conference held at 
Gaihandha under the presidency of Sir 1\ C. Roy? 

(b) Is the ITon’ble the Minister aware of the distress of the teachers 
in secondary high schools in Bengal, aided and unaided, on account of 
inadequate salaries ? 

(c) Has the Wordsworth Committee recommended anything for the 
a'ded and unaided secondary school teachers? 

(d) Does the Hon’ble the Minister propose to allot any sum for 
private secondary school teachers ? 

(e) If so, when, and how much? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) No. 

(b) Yes. 

(r) The Committee’s reference was limited to teachers in Govern- 
ment service. 

(d) and (r) Government does what is possible by grants-in-aid, but 
the financial condition of the province prevents any further action in 
this direction at present. 

Ministerial officers of Settlement Department. 

174. Mr. RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased to 

F 1 
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state whether the ministerial officers of the Settlement Department are 
transferred by the Director of Land Records from a closing settlement 
to a new operation ; oj is it at the discretion of the Settlement Officers to 
select their own staffs as they chooser' 

( b ) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that sometimes raw hands 
are taken in, in preference to expeiienced hands already serving ii 
another settlement? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Under rule 140 of the Surve\ and Settlement Manual, 
the Director of Land Records sanctions the appointment of minis- 
terial officers with a pay exceeding Rs. 50 per mensem, and Settlement 
Officers sanction appointments below this pay. 

Sometimes in the case of a new settlement the Settlement Officer is 
selected before the time comes to appoint the ministerial staff. In 
that case he makes his own selections from the list of old hands who are 
available in consultation with the Director of Land Records. In other 
cases the Director of Land Records has made preliminary appointments 
direct. 

(b) The Director of Land Records knows of only one case in recent 
years, where a man with no previous settlement experience was 
appointed to a superior ministerial post. The appointment was made 
with great reluctance on the ground that none of the closing settlements 
(amid at the time provide a man with the necessary qualifications. 

Public dairies and milk supplies. 

175. Babu SARAT CHANDRA JANAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government bf 
pleased to state whether the Government have considered the desir 
ability of amending the Bengal Municipal Act and the Calcutta Muni- 
cipal Act so as to give wide powers of supervision and control ovei 
public dairies and milk supplies in the mufassal towns and in Calcutta? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state when the 
Bills for these amendments are likely to come up before the Council? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (( 7 ) Neces- 
sary provisions have been incorporated in the Calcutta Municipal Amend- 
ment Bill. The question of amending the Bengal Municipal Act, on 
similar lines is also under the consideration of Government, and the 
opinions of the mufassal municipalities have been invited on the 
proposal. 

(b) Tt is proposed to introduce the Calcutta Municipal Amendment 
Bill in the November session of the Council. Government are not at 
present in a position to state when a Bill to amend the Bengal Municipal 
Act will he introduced. 
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176. Babu BROJENDRA KISHOR RAY CHAUDHURI : 

(a) Will the Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of 
Local Self-Government be pleased to state, of the 21 Indian nurses 
employed in the Eden Hospital, how many are pupil nurses; and how 
many of the rest can speak and understand Bengali ? 

( b ) What is the average number of patients per nurse in the — 

(i) European; and 

(it) Bengali wards, 

respectively ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware of the shortage of nurses at 
the Medical College Hospital? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) There are 
16 pupil nurses. It is reported that all the rest speak and understand 
Bengali. 

(b) The Eden Hospital with 105 beds has an establishment of 66 
nurses, of whom 33 are allotted to the European wards (45 beds) and 
33 to the Indian wards (60 beds). The duties connected with the care 
of the larger number of patients in the Indian wards are, however, 
generally so heavy that some of the nurses are frequently taken awa\ 
from the European wards and employed for duty with Indian patients. 

(c) The Superintendent, Medical College Hospitals, is making an 
inquiry into the nursing resources and requirements of the hospitals 
under him and the matter will be considered by Government on receipt 
of his report. 

Public Health Department. 

177. Babu SURENDRA NATH RAY: Will the llon’hle the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleaded 
to lay on the table a statement of the staff employed in the Public 
Health Department drawing pay of more than Rs. 250 per month, 
showing — 

(i) their names; 

(u) the period of their service in the department; 

(m) which of them are in the permanent list and which in the 
temporary list ; 

(iv) the nature of their work ; and 

(v) how many of them can deliver lectures in Bengali, and what are 

their names? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A statement is 

laid on the table. 
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(Officiating Director of 
Public Health, Bengal.) 






Temporary Assistant Sur- i Health Officer, Port of [ (6th September, 1920) 1 Temporary ... Do. ... Yes. 

geon Rash Bihari lhitta, Chittagong. \ear. 




toi Publicity Work 1 month, 
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Statement of staff in the Public Health Department , Engineering Branch 
drawing more than Rs. 250. 


N a me 

Period of service 
i in the Depart- 
| ment. 

Permanent or 
tempo run 

Whether can deli- 

N iture of work. ver lectures in 

j Bengali. 

G. B. Williams 

. 12 years 6 months 

Permanent 

Designing. pre- h 
paring and ex- 
ecuting sanitary 
engineer ing 
schemes 

1 

Lectures tn 

F. 0 . Griffin * 

7 years 10 months 

Service under 

agreement. 

Ditto ! 

Bengali are 

not required 
^ in the Kiigin- 

W J. Berry 

lyear 1 1 months 

! euiporary 

Ditto 1 

eering Branch. 
Public Health 

S. N. Ghosh 

2 y ears 9 months 

Do 

Ditto 

Department. 

A. Webster t 

10 months 

Do 

Ditto 


K.. C. Banerjee 

. lb years 

Permanent 

Ditto j 

! 

P. L. Ren 

. 10 years 4 months 

Do 

Ditto 



•On leave for 20 months from 21st February, 1921. 
t Acting. 


Veterinary assistants. 

178. Babu SATISH CHANDRA MUKHARJI : (a) Will the 

IIoTi’hle the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industiies be pleased to sa\ 'whether the Government are considei nig 
the desirability of increasing the pay of veterinary assistants, as in 
the case of the pay of sub-inspectors of police, sub-inspectors of excise, 
sub-assistant surgeons and sub-inspectors of schools? 

(b) Is the Hon’ hie the Minister aware of the complaint of the 
veterinary assistants that the\ stiffei much owing to the absence or 
inadequacy of quarters? 

(c) If so, are the Government taking any action in the matter? 

(d) Has the attention of the llon’ble the Minister been drawn to 
another complaint that the scale of travelling allowances to these officers 
is at present insufficient? 

(r) If so, are the Government taking any steps to readjust the same? 

(/) Are the veterinary assistants allowed any cycle or house allow- 
ance ? 

(g) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aw^are that these officers are required 
to make long journeys in the interior and much of their time is lost by 
travelling on foot? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing 
orders insisting on each such officer keeping a cycle, and of providing 
him with a suitable allowance for the same? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Yes. 

( b ) Yes. 
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(c) The matter is under consideration. 

( d ) Yes. 

(e) The matter is under consideration. 

(/) The stationary veterinary assistants, and the itinerant veterinary 
assistant in Darjeeling and elsewhere, if, in charge of a dispensary, get 
a house allowance of Its. 5 a month or free quarters. No cycle allow- 
ance is allowed. 

( 9 ) No. 

( h ) No. 

Location of liquor shops. 

179. Rai HARENDRANATH CH AUDHURI : Will the Hon’ ble 
the Minister in ehaige of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
he pleased to state whether it is a fact that the rule regulating the location 
of a liquor shop is not observed in practice, and that, as a matter of 
fact, it is broken in about 7f) per cent, of locations? 

The Hon’bie the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The rule is rarely violated. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: In how many instances has 
the rule been violated in the present year and under what circumstances? 

The Hon’bie the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, Khan 
Bahadur: 1 am not in a position just now to reply to this question. I 
should like to have fresh notice of it. 


Platforms and overhead bridges on certain stations on the Eastern 
Bengal Railway (Murshidabad section). 

180. Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA ROY Bahadur: (a) Has 

the attention of the ITon’ble the Minister in charge of the Depart- 
ment of Public Works been drawn to the great inconvenience felt by 
the passengers, especially the females, on account ot the absence of 
an island platform and overhead bridge at Krishnagar city station and 
Beldanga station on the Eastern Bengal Railway (Murshidabad 
branch) where the up and down trains meet? 

( b) Is the Hon’bie the Minister considering the desirability of moving 
the railway authorities to take early steps to construct such island 
platforms and overhead bridges at this station? 

The Hon’bie the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) No. 

(b) Government will bring the matter to the notice of the authorities 
of the Eastern Bengal Railway administration. 
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181. Mr. 8. M. BOSE: Wi th reference to the supplementary grant 
of Rs. 80,000 made without discussion on the 15th July last, undei 
head “ 33 — Public Health,” will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of 
the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to make a state- 
ment showing the necessity for the expenditure? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A supplemeij 
tnry grant of Rs. 80.000 was not made, but that sum, which wa*- included 
in the sums already voted by the Council, was transferred from the 
head “ 33 — Public Health ” to the head “ 42 — Waterways and Embank- 
ments- — Public Works Department,” so that it might be available for 
expenditure by the Irrigation Department, which executes anti-malarial 
drainage schemes and makes surve\s of them for the Public Health 
Department. Of the total of Rs. 80,000, the sum of Rs. 15,000 is 
required for expenditure on surveys and Rs. 05,000 for expenditure on 
the Arapanch drainage scheme. This scheme provides for the drainage 
of the Arapanch basin, a waterlogged area of about 30 square miles in 
• 1 1) e 24-Parganas. The work is estimated to cost altogether Rs. 1,10,000 
and is being carried out at the entire cost of Government. 

Muhammadans on the Dacca University staff. 

182. Khan Bahadur Maulvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: 

(a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Edu- 
cation be pleased to state the number of Muhammadan officers, professors, 
lecturers, etc., who served in the Dacca College before the Dacca 
University came into existence? 

(b) What monthly salary did each of them draw, and in what 
capacity? 

(c) How many of them have been provided for in the Dacca Univer- 
sity; in what posts, and with what salaries? 

(d) What do the Government propose to do for the others? 

(c) Is it a fact that the services of some lecturers are to lx* dispensed 
with ; if so, why ? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of providing for 
those whose services have not been retained for the University? 

(g) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

( i ) the number of posts carrying a salary of Rs. 100 and upwards 

sanctioned for the Dacca University; 

(ii) how many of such posts have been filled up by Muhammadans; 

( iii ) the reason why more posts have not been given to them? 
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( h ) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to indicate what 
special privileges, if any, are proposed to be provided for the Muham- 
madan community (students, professors and officers) in the Dacca 
University ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a), (b) and (c) Particulars tfre 
given in list (A) below. 

(d) and (/) Government are not able to give information about the 
future of the clerk on Es. 15 — 1 — 20 and the compounder on Es. 15 — 1 — 
20 . 

(e) It is not a fact. 

((f) 0) (h) A statement (II) compiled from the latest information 
that Government has, is laid on the table. 

(hi) Government are informed by the Vice-Chancellor that few 
applications have been received from qualified Muhammadan candidates. 

(h) Attention is invited to His Excellency the Chancellor’s reply to 
a deputation of the District Muslim Association on August 16tli, who 
placed before him representations regarding the University. The reply 
has been published in the newspapers. 


List (A) referred to in the reply to unstarred question iXo. 782 (a), 

(b) and (c). 


In Bengal Educational S< 

1. I ’in Us 500 

2. „ „ 400 


Professor of Arabic 
anil Persian. 

Ditto 


Provided for elsewhere 
by Government. 
Header in Persian and 
Urdu, Dacca Univer- 
sity, Its. 460 


In Subordinate Educational Service — 


3. Pay Kn 150 


Lecturer in Arabic Provided for elsewhere 
and Persiau. by Government. 


In Lower Subordinate Educational Service — 

4. Pay Hs. 15— 1-20 ... Cleik 

5. „ „ 35 — 2—45 ... Gymnastic t« Acher ... Provided for elsewhere 

by Government. 


OutBide the grades — 


6. Pay Bs. 15 — 1 — 20 ... Compounder. 
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Statement B referred to in the reply to clauses (//) (i) and (v) of 

unstarred question No. 182 , showing posts in Dacca U niversity 
carrying a salary of Rs. 100 and upwards . 

1 Vice Chancellor. 

1 Librarian. 

3 Provosts of the Halls (1 Muhammadan) 

1 Registrar (Muhammadan). 

1 Steward. 

1 Sub-Librarian (Muhammadan). 

1 Personal Assistant to Vice-Chancellor. 

1 Stenographer to Vice Chancelloi 
1 Head Accountant. 

1 Head Assistant (Muhammadan). 

1 Stenographer. 

1 Medical Officer. 

9 Professors (1 Muhammadan). 

19 Headers (3 Muhammadans). 

32 Lecturers (*> Muhammadans). 

15 Assistants (1 Muhammadan). 

9 Demonstiators (1 Muhammadan). 


Calcutta University Accounts. 

183. Babu HEM CHANDRA NASKER: Will the Hon hie the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Education he pleased to lay on 
the table the abstract accounts of the Calcutta University for the years 
1918 — 20, as audited by the Government auditor, with the auditor’s 
i eport on the same ? 

The Hott’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: A copy of the accounts for the 
year 1918-19 was laid on the table in reply to a question asked at the 
meeting of July 4th, 1921. No later accounts have been received from 
the University. 


Classical teachers. 

184. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’hle the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to say 
why, under notification No. 229 A., dated the 11th March, 1920. which 
last sanctioned promotions to the Subordinate Educational Service, 
some classical teachers were not taken into that service? 

(6) Was it not the intention of Government to take in all classical 
teachers into the Subordinate Educational Service? 
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(c) Is it a fact that in some of the schools where there are two 
maulvis both teaching classical subjects, such as Arabic and Persian, 
one has been placed in the Subordinate Educational Service and the 
other in the Vernacular Teachership Service? 

(d) If the answer to clause (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
the Minister be pleased to state the reasons for this differential treat- 
ment? 

(e) Is it a fact that the second pandits are holders of Vernacular 
Teachership Certificates and they leach Bengali, classes III to VIII. 
generally ? 

(/) Is it a fact that the mauUis who have been placed in the 
Vernaeulai Teachership Service are compared with the second pandits? 

((f) If so, will the llon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the 
reasons why some of the maulvis who do not teach vernacular subjects 
nor hold vernacular diplomas, are in the same category as second 
pandits ? 

(//) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
for promoting the maulvis of the Chittagong and Dacca Moslem High 
English Schools and of the Anglo-Persian Department of the Calcutta 
Madrasah to the Subordinate Educational Service? 

(?) What is the reason why the cases of many senior and able 
maulvis were left out and many junior men were taken into the Sub- 
ordinate Educational Service? 

(j) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) why recently six maulvis, ten second pandits and nine drill and 
drawing masters (all the 25 belonging to the Vernacular 
Teacheiship Service) have been enlisted for the Subordinate 
Educational Service ; 

(if) why the four maulvis of the Pabna, Malda, Rangpur and Raj- 
shahi Government Schools have not been so enlisted? 

(k) Are the Government considering the desirability of placing all 

the maulvis mentioned in (;) (?) and (??) in the Subordinate Educa- 

tional Service in order of their seniority? 

The HorVble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Except in the cases of the 
Hare, Hindu and Sanskrit Collegiate Schools, the Anglo-Persian 
Department of the Calcutta Madrasah and the two Moslem high schools 
at Dacca and Chittagong, the secondary education scheme, so far as it 
related to classical teachers, provided posts in the Subordinate Educa- 
tional Service only for head pandits and head maulvis in high schools. 
Accordingly, only the head pandits and head maulvis were promoted 
to the Subordinate Educational Service when the scheme was given 
effect to, all other classical teachers being included in the Vernacular 
Teachers’ Service. 
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(b) No. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) A reference is invited to the answer given to clause (o) above. 

( c) This is not invariably true. There art* cases in which jumoi 

pandits are holders of Sanskrit Title Examination (Vrtificates and teach 
Sanskrit. 

(/) Yes. 

(//) A reference is invited to answer given to clause {u) above. 

(/?) The Moslem High Schools at (lnltagong and Dacca each received 
two post s in tin* Suboi dinate Educational Sei v ice tor maulvis and 
the Atiglo-Eeisian Depaitment of tin* Calcutta Madrasah three such 
posts, ]>artly because of tlit*ir spot nil ini]>oitance and partly because of 
their special retjuii eiuents as coninmnal institutions 

(?) Except in the institutions mentioned m tin* answer to clause (a) 
above, head maul vis of all high schools weie piomoted to the subouli- 
nate Educational Service Some of those officers weie jumoi in service 
to other classical teachers, who could not ho admitted to (lit* Suhoidmate 
Educational Ker\ice; but, in mow of the fact that the burner were 
previously appointed as head maulvis in consideration of then (nullifica- 
tions and merits in supersession oi tin* claims of tin* lattci office! s 
the lumd maulvis were given preference. 

(;) (?) A eop\* of this office cnrulai No 2, dated the EOli .lanmtrv, 
1921, w li it h explains itself, is laid on tin* liluarv table 

(?/) These maulvis weie not recommended by their Divisional 
Inspectors of Schools. 

(k) Tin* cases of the maulvis icferred to in ( j) (??) above cannot 
be considered unh*ss tliev ran satisf\ their Divisional Insjtcctnrs as to 
their suitability for promotion to tin* highei sen ice. The claims ol 
officers referred to in (;) (?) aic (onsideicd in the older of scnionU as 
vacancies arise. 


Calcutta University scholars. 

185. Mr. SYED ERFAN ALI : (<D Will tin* Hnn’lde the Ministm 
in chmge of tin* Department of Edmafion he pleased to lav on the 
table a statement showing the names of the jkmsoiis who passed the 
IE A., M.A. and M Sc. Examinations with distinction in any subject 
during 1 the years 191*1 to 1920 fiom the* Calcutta Gniversit v v 

(h) Which of these persons were awarded fhe Premehand Ray (hand 
studentship in the years referred to? 

(r) Are any of these persons in Government service nt present v 
id) If >o. w bt l <* are ihev employed and what silanes do each diaW? 
O) Will the TToiTble tlie Minister give in detail their career? 


* Not printed in those proceedings. 


V 
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The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) and ( b ) The names may be 
seen on reference to the calendar of the University. 

(c), (d) and ( e ) So far as is known to the Department of Education, 
the only one now in the service of Government is Professor Dhires 
Chandra Acharyya of the Sanskrit College. His present pay is Rs. 250 
in the Bengal Educational Service. He took second class Honours in 
Sanskrit at B.A. in 1911, M.A. in class IT in Group A in 1913, and in 
class 1 in Group E in 1917. He obtained the Premehand Kayehand 
studentship in 1919. He was appointed Librarian, Sanskrit College, 
Calcutta, on Its. 50 in the Subordinate Educational Service on 23rd 
November, 1914, and was appointed Professor in the Bengal Educa- 
tional Service from 13th October, 1920. 


Admission of students into the Dacca University. 

186. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement indicating the number of students, class by 
class, admitted this session into the intermediate colleges at Dacca, 
and the various departments of studies conducted by the Dacca 
University ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ bio the Minister be pleased to say whether it is 
a fact that less than half the residential and teaching accommodation 
provided by the University of Dacca has been filled up? 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) A statement is laid on the 
table. 

(b) The University anticipated and provided accommodation for 
J ,000 students this year. Up to 24th August, 1921, 734 had been 
admitted, of whom 259 were resident and 475 non-resident. It is not 
known to Government what proportion of the residential accommoda- 
tion is still vacant. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. ISO , («), 
showing the number of students , class by class , admitted this session 
into the Intermediate Colleges at Dacca and the various departments 
of studies conducted by the Dacca University. 


INTERMEDIATE COLLEGES AT DACCA. 


1. Dacca Intermediate College — 
First ) ear Arts 
„ Science 

Second year Arts 

,, Science 


Number of 
students. 


91 

93 

9 

5 
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Jagannath Intermediate College — 

Number of 
stuilrata. 

First year 

Arts 

iso 


Science 

31 

Vocational 

Commerce 

92 

,, 

Djeing 

41 

Second year 

Arts 

47 

„ 

Science 

i» 

Islamic Intermediate College — 


First year 
Second year 

• 

21 

1 

Fdeu Girls’ — 



First year Arts 

If) 


DACCA CN| V LHSITY 


Arts 

... 

468 

Science 

... 

... 123 

Law 

... 

143 


Total 

734 


Alumni of Calcutta University. 

187. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the TIoiTble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education he pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing the res}>ectivo ages at which the 
different alumni of the Calcutta Cni\er<it\ ajipoared at the Entrance 
Examinations before 1910 who subsequently obtained-- 
(?) the Premeband Itaychand Scholarship; 

(it) the degree of D.L. ; 

( in) the degree of M.D. ; and 

(?u) the degree of M.A. (first in the first division), but not 
included in ( 7 ) to (m)? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: A statement is laid on the table. 

Statement A referred to m the reply to unstarred question No. 1ST , show- 
ing the, respective ages at which the undermentioned ahrmni of the 
Calcutta University appeared at the Entrance Examination before 
1910 who subsequently obtained the Premchand Roychand 


Scholarship. 




Arp nfJpiuMinR Die Kntranr' 

Name 

Examination. 


Vrn. 

M. 

Mnkhopa dlivay, Asutosh 

16 

0 

Trivedi, Ramendrasundar 

16 

4 

Basil, Abinaacliandra 

15 

0 



Q 1 
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Nam«* 

k^t of passing thf Kntraiica 
■Examination. 


Yrs. 

M 

Majutndar, Upendralul 

15 

0 

Wheel or, KM. 

13 

3 

Bhuttaohary\ a, Junnkiuutb 

16 

0 

Dutt. ILrendi unath 

17 

0 

(ihattuk, Mohunkanta 

15 

0 

Bhaduri, Jyotibhusan 

14 

2 

Bund) upadhyay, Sat isheliandru 

14 


Chakrahat ti, Jnansarau 

14 

0 

Sai kar, Jadunath 

16 

2 

Bralnnaohari, Indubhusan 

14 

0 

Sen, Pi i\ unath 

15 

1 

Do. K) ishnapi asad 

13 

0 

Bhotlaohar) ) a, Kiishnuehandra 

17 

3 

Sou, J itindi auath 

14 

0 

Mukhnpadhya) , Adityuimth 

16 

0 

Gangopadh) ay, phumndralal 

15 

0 

Mukbnpadh) ay, Radhakmnud 

13 

1) 

Niyogi, Pamdianan 

15 

10 

(4 hose, Pi uphullaehunilra 

14 

11 

Basal:, Nubagam anga 

17 

0 

Bagrln, IJanrhis 

15 

3 

Saikar A nukulohandra 

14 

6 

Sengupta, 1 lemendi akmnur 

15 

2 

Ray, Manmathanath 

15 

6 

Mnjurndar, Siireiidranath 

14 

10 

Majum lar, UaniO'Chundra 

14 

11 

Do, Biinanbihari 

14 

3 

Mukhopadh) ay, Gmndialal 

15 

2 

Band\ opadh) ay , Gnuranganath 

15 

5 

M ukhopadh) ay. Blm jangahbushan 

12 

11 

Gangopndhyay, Snreiidramohan 

16 

11 

Mukhopadh) ay, Iladlmkamal 

13 

2 

Law, Naiondranath 

15 

1 1 

Bandyopadliyay, SudhaTisiikumar 

14 

11 

Dutt, Rasiklal r 

14 

11 

Ghosh, Brajendranath 

15 

0 

Chattopadh) uv, Sunitikumar 

15 

2 

Maitra, Susilkumar 

16 

2 

Do, Susilkumar 

12 

11 

Sen, Suroudranath 

15 

0 

Dutt, Bil>hutibliuslian 

15 

2 

Bliattacbaryya, Mohinimohan 

16 

5 

Mitra, Pane ban an 

15 

0 
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Yrs. 

M. 

Ghotdi, Jnanendraihaudra 

14 

1 1 

Banerjee, Pi umathanath 

14 

2 

Acharyya, Phiresciiandra 

ir» 

0 

Bhattacharyya, Handas 

n» 

2 

Saha, Meghnad 

i5 

l 


'statement B referred to in the tcply to unstarred question X < >. 1ST, shoo- 
ing the respective ages at which the undermentioned alumni of the 
Calcutta V ni rrrsitg appeared at the Entrance E.ra minathm before 
1910 who subsequent ly obtained the d<girc. 


Name. 




Yi*. 

M. 

Band) opudhyay, Saratohandra 


17 

0 

Son, Priyanath 


16 

1 

Basak, Saratohandra 

... 

14 

0 

Mitra, Dwaikanath 


14 

<» 

Songupta, Naichchandia 


1.4 

4 


V dement C referred to in the replg to unstarred quest nm Xo. /, s?, showing 
the rfspechve ages at which the under nnnt toned atannn <>/ the 
Calcutta Un i rersity appeared at the Ent/unre E ra unuat ion before 
VJK) who subsequently obtained the M.lh degree. 


Nam**. 




Yis 

M. 

Sarkai, Nilratan 

... 

18 

0 

Sarbadlukari, Snrospiaaad 


If. 

0 

Son, Hoinchandra 


If. 

I 

Brahraachari, Upland ra natii 


14 

4 

Mitra, Ganendianath 


14 

0 

Mullik, Induinadhab 


... If. 

0 

Bay. Bidhanchandra 


14 

4 

Ghosh, Hu inatli 


17 

0 

Maitra, Jitendranatli 


14 

11 

Sengupta, Naliniranjan 


14 

11 

Das, Harendranath 


1C 

0 

Ghosh. Ekeodranath 


18 

0 

Gangopadhyay, Harihar 


14 

0 

Baychaudhuri, Amalkumar 


14 

0 
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Statement D referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 187 , showing 
the, respective ages at which the undermentioned alumni of the 
Calcutta University appealed, at the Entrance Examination before 
1910 who subsequently obtained the M.A. degree , standing first in the 
first class. 

N ame . A.ge of passing the Entrance 

Examination. 


I)t\H, Kailaagobinda 



Yrs. 

17 

M. 

0 

Itujababadiir 



19 

0 

Bandy opudbyay, Kumudinikanta 



16 

0 

Niyogi, (x oti krialkiiu 

... 


16 

0 

Abdur Itabiin 



17 

0 

Ghosh, Gopulohundra 



17 

0 

Gopwumi, Bidhubhmshan 


... 

19 

0 

Na^, Girmehandra 



18 

4 

Sen, Ja^adinchandra 

... 


17 

0 

Mnjumdar, Syamaprasunna 



17 

0 

M nkbopndhyay, Sat) achandra 

... 


If) 

6 

Dan, Gobindaehumlra 



17 

0 

Bandy opadhy ay, Lalilkiutiai 



14 

0 

Handy o pud by ay, Jnanrunjan 


... 

13 

10 

Km fauna, Surjokuinar 



17 

8 

Chattopadhyay, Brajendranath 



17 

0 

(Jliattopadli yay, J) otiprasad 



15 

0 

Sulirawai dy, Zahadur Halmn Zalnd 



If) 

l) 

Sen, Binoyendranatb 



15 

0 

L'hnttopadhyu) , Iiakhaldap 

... 


13 

3 

Bbadun, Kiilahhushan 



16 

0 

Clmudburi, Pramathanuth 



18 

2 

Thakut , Akshayknmar 



16 

0 

B an dy o p a d 1 1 yay , M u ral i d b ar 

... 


19 

0 

Bhaduri, I ndutihuphan 



15 

2 

Miti a, Jyotirebandi a 

... 


15 

5 

Bliattaciiary) a, Asntosh 



17 

8 

St n, Bipinbihun 

... 


17 

6 

Biawas, Kunjabibari 



16 

0 

Mukbopadbyay, Nandalal 



14 

0 

Leda, Di^amharlal 



15 

8 

Cliaki abarti, Ilrisikoph 



16 

0 

Pal, Asutosh 

... 


14 

3 

Mukhopadb) ay, Bankinichandra 



17 

0 

Bandy opadhy r ny, Upendralal 

... 


19 

6 

Bbadra, Satyendranath 



12 

0 

Sen, Priyanath 



16 

' 5 

Ray, Srischandra 

... 


14 

3 
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Name. 

Ciiakrabarti, Brajalal 
Chakrabaiti, Saratknmar 
Bundyopadhyay, Svkharnatli 
Ray, Jnanendranath 
Mukhopadhyay, Bijay gopal 
De, Harinath 
Guha, Abiuascliandia 
Bhattacharyya, Kristi nachaudra 
Mitia, Apurbakrifdma 
Mukhopadhyay, Aswiiukumai 
Gangopadhyay, Ilaricharan 
Majuiudar, Jadimath 
Kundu, Pumachancni 
M ukhopadhyay, Himfh (Irak u mar 
Suluawardy, Abdui’a-al-Maiuun 
Chattopadhyuy, Santonli 
Basu, Homchandra 
Chaudhmy, Hurilal 
Dutt, Saratcliundra 
Sen, Sailenwar 
Goawami, Blmnabatkumar 
Chattopadhyuy, Pi amathanath 
Mitra. Khagendranath 
Sei , Nirinalchandra 
Basil, Kutunamay 
Bhattachary) a, Bainachaian 
Saha, Baid\unath 
Pandeya, Karaavatara Sanaa 
Acbaryya, Sntisehandra 
Banflyopadhyay, Durg-icharan 
Ciiakrabarti, Bagalapi asanua 
Bandyopadhyuy, Jitendialal 
Syed, Ala Husain 
Gulia Lalitchandra 
Beau, Anukulehandra 
Gangopadh\ ay, Sitalakanta 
Bhattacharyya, Purnachaadra 
Mukhopadhyay, AmalkriHhaa 
Baudyopadliyay, Dharmadaa 
Chakrabarti, Prapliullakuinar 
Ghosh, Uabindraaarayaa 
Chaudhuri, Jogeschandra 
Kar, Tulsidas 


Age Of passing the Entrance 
Examination, 

Yrs. 51. 

lf> 0 

15 0 

15 4 

15 9 

lb 0 

14 10 

15 11 

15 6 

14 0 

14 1 

15 0 

15 0 

15 5 

1G 2 

14 0 

12 r> 

1 5 0 

17 0 

16 8 

13 «J 

17 2 

17 10 

13 0 

13 10 

1 3 3 

16 2 

16 0 

18 0 

17 5 

17 6 

14 0 

14 5 

15 6 

14 10 

15 10 

17 0 

16 11 

14 1 

16 0 

15 0 

13 6 

13 0 

15 0 
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N rune. 

Maitra, Manoranjan 
Gupta, Atulchandra 
Ghosh, Nareschandra 
Mallik, Rururidramadhnb 
Buhu, Dobendramohan 
Mmtra, Nikhilnath 
Lala, Abu tosh 
Das, Pulinluhari 
Mukhopadhyay, Dhirondranath 
Ghosh, Panchanan 
Mukhopadhyay, Jogeschaudra 
(ihatuk, Nishithanath 
Biswas, Charuohandi a 
Bandy opadliy ay, Krishnadlian 
Ghnsal, G 11 ijubhushan 
Bagcln, Birt'Hwar 
Maitra, Asutosh 
Glioah, Phanindrnnath 
Mukhopadhyay, Kantichandra 
Chuttupadhyay, Krhatinath 
Chat to pad iiy ay, LujtHiimirmi uyan 
Sou, Nepalohaudi a 
Kar, Sitesehandru 
Dutt, Sailcndrunath 
Chattopadhyav, Phamhluishan 
Khaituu, Kaliprasad 
Bhattacharyya, Pamiputinath 
Mukhopadhyay, Subodhchamlra 
Chandra, Nirtnalchandi a 
Chattopadhy ay, Bafuntukumar 
Kay, Piivaduran pm 
Bandy opadhvuy, Srikunur 
Mukhopadhyay, Nalinimoiian 
Maitra, Sailendranath 
Putt, Satyendranatli 
Mukhopadhyay, Panelmn, mdas 
Sai kar, Auihujaksha 
Majuindar, Narendrakumai 
Ghosh, Satiechandra 
Baruya, Benimadhab 
Ray ch au d h u ri , Hemch and r a 
N iyogi , Jitendraprasad 
Dutt, Kabindramohan 


A Re nf passing the Entrance 
Examination. * 


Yrs ■ 

M. 

13 

11 

14 

11 

15 

0 

13 

11 

14 

2 

14 

1 7 

11 

I i 

14 

1 

9 

12 

5 

13 

0 

15 

7 

lb 

8 

14 

8 

13 

5 

15 

5 

15 

5 

15 

0 

15 

o 

15 

8 

13 

5 

15 

4 

14 

1 1 

15 

0 

IK 

4 

lf» 

4 

14 

0 

17 

7 

13 

6 

15 

2 

14 

P 

14 

0 

11 

11 

13 

7 

14 

10 

17 

9 

If) 

0 

14 

5 

14 

11 

14 

0 

17 

3 


14 9 

13 3 

14 1 
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2, r >3 

Name. - Aim of pa^iugt ho Kntianov 

Kxatuinatlon. 


Mahammad Sanaa llah 



Yr* 

10 

M 

1 

Gupta, Kisornnohan 



10 

2 

Pas, Gobi ndacharan 



17 


Basu, Hemendrakumar 



ir» 

4 

Sarkar, Madhusudun 



10 

9 

Ghosh, Pehaprasad 



13 

10 

Bhattacharyva, Biahtiupada 



14 

') 

Chattopadhyay. Phaiuhhushau 



IK 

1 1 

Putt, Nalihiksha 



14 

4 

A N. M. Ah Hasan 



10 

r ( 

Bandy opadhy ay, Rabindranath 



14 

1 

Singha, Jogisdiandra 



15 

10 

Pal. Bholanath 



10 

<) 

Gulia, Jitendranath 



10 

10 

Bhattaehan ya, Gopalcliainh a 



10 

>) 

Ctiaki aharti, Pi abhat ch.m-ira 



13 

10 

Law. Bunalaehui an 



17 

1 

Ban h opadbyay, I iiduhlmslun 



IK 

i> 

Chattopadh\ ay, SatiHcbandra 



1 K 

0 


Research work entitled “ Society in Evolution,” 

188. Babu HEM CHANDRA NASKER: Will the IWble the 
Miiihtoi in eiidi^e of lh(‘ Dep.n tment ui education 1 >e ) *Iim 1 in ln\ 
on tlio table a eop\ ol the leseuieh woik oi I)i. U.mi Das Klian on 

Society in involution ” v 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: Tim Cnivci sit\ of ('ali utta leports 

that no su( li woik is available. 

Staffs of the Calcutta and Dacca Universities. 

189. Rai RAHDA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Will tlm Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Depai tment of Kdueatiob lie pleased to place 
on the table a statement containing the salaiie^ (with grades if any) of 
the officers a. id members of the teaching staffs of the Calcutta and 
Dacca Universities? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. c. MITTER: The statement* is laid on the 
library table. 

* Not printed in these proceedings. 
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Resolutions 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest). 
Typists and Copyists. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: “ This Council 
recommends to the Government (/) that the typists and copyists of the 
Civil, Criminal and Revenue Courts he organised into a regular establish- 
ment with fixed salaries on a time-scale basis, on such conditions and 
privileges as are attached to Government services; and (u) that the ser- 
vices of the existing typists and copyists be counted towards their 
pension. ” 

It is not known when the system of remunerating copyists of Civil 
and Criminal Courts by means of fees was first introduced. It appears 
that the system was first introduced in the Revenue Courts in 1850 and 
we also find that the system was in existence in the Civil and Criminal 
Courts in 1801 . It is not clear what was the basic principle of this system. 
The present scale of fees, I believe, was introduced in the year 1890. 
The late Hon’ble Babu Saligram Singh in 1904 drew the attention of 
the Government of Bengal to the case of the copyists, which hoped to 
be able to effect some improvement in their portion. The Government 
of Bengal recommended to the Government of India that those copyists 
in Civil and Criminal Courts in Bengal who were permanently employed 
should be brought within the scope of article 880 of the Civil Service 
Regulations. But, unfortunately, the Government of India considering 
that the works performed by them being to a large extent mechanical and 
therefore rightly paid by the piecework system did not accept the recom- 
mendation of the Government of Bengal and hence no improvement 
resulted from this correspondence. 

Typists and copyists, compared with ministerial officers, possess almost 
similar qualifications. Though they are almost at a par at the time of 
admission into their services their career, emoluments, prospects and 
privileges vary enormously at the subsequent stages. The latter class 
enjoys many and varied privileges in the shape of fixed salaries, incre- 
ments to pay, promotion, leave and other allowances, occasional bonuses 
and pension in old age, while all that the former gets is strictly limited 
to the wages they earn by copying documents on the piecework system, 
without a single one of the very many privileges enjoyed by the latter 
class. Even admission of the former class to the appointments held by 
the latter class at any subsequent stage is, as a rule, denied to the former 
class. So, to all intents and purposes, the typists and copyists are much 
in the same position as ministerial officers so far as conditions of service 
and discipline are concerned minus the attendant privileges relating 
to leave and pension enjoyed by the latter class. Hence the typists and 
copyists are entitled to the same considerations as have been shown by 
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the Government to the latter class in ameliorating their condition in the 
shape of proposed grant of increased pay and allowances recommended 
bv the McAlpin Committee. 

The following are the grievances of typists and copyists: — 

(a) The typists and copyists are not classed as Government servants 
with the attendant privileges i elating to leave, pension and gratuity, etc. 

(b) The appointment of a copyist or a typist to a pensionable post 
is of rare occurrence, and even when it is made their previous services 
do not count towards pension. 

(c) That additional works which were formerly used to be done by 
ministerial officers have now devolved upon the typists and copyists under 
rule 5, Chapter XII, page dOO of High Court Circular, Civil, Volume 1, 
and rule 4, Chapter X, page 227 of High Court Circular, Criminal, 
Volume I; for these they receive no remuneration. The absence of 
payment for such additional work adds greatly to then numerous hard- 
ships. 

(d) At present only a portion of the income derived from the copying 
department by the sale of folios and special fees for copying maps is 
devoted towaids the payment of their wages but the income denied from 
court-fee stamps for certified copies, and in the shape of expedition lee, 
searching fee and court fees on application for copies, are totally denied 
to them. 

(e) They are considered to be officers without substantive appoint- 
ment, rule 'article 140 (.‘H, Civil Service Regulations. The payment of 
the typists and copyists by the piecewoik system is a great grievance. 

(/) The typists and copyists have no means of earning a livelihood 
during the periods of holidays which extend over thiee months or so in 
a year. They are unable to earn anything during the period of their 
illness. 

((/) These men do not enjoy privileges as to leave and having spent 
the best of their lives in Government service they have to retire from it 
without any pension or gratuity to fall back upon, in times of pecuniary 
distress in old age. 

(h) They cannot ask nor are they entitled to any extra or additional 
income, such as grain compensation allowance, war allowance, etc., which 
was granted to others. 

(i) They are liable to be turned out at any time if their earnings fall 
short of the minimum fixed under High Court rules however long and 
faithful their services may be. 

The prices of food-stuffs and all other necessaries of life have gone up 
immensely and it is simply impossible to make two ends meet in these 
hard days. These men are subject to the same needs of money, so far as 
living and demands of society are concerned as the members of the 
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ministerial stall and tliev too require respite and rest at the end of their 
service like other officers in the employ of Government. 

The Government has taken steps to ameliorate the condition of their 
permanent employees. Almost all the services have got their increase. 

The typists and the copyists deserve sympathy and assistance from the 
Government. They are recruited from the hhadralog class. They are 
poor. They have no fixed income. They get their remuneration accord- 
ing to the number of lolios copied. The usual earnings of these mtu are 
between Its. 30 and Rs. 50 in a woiking month. It is not sufficient now 
for a person belonging to the class from which they are recruited. The 
relative value of money has considerably changed during the last 2 or 3 
decades while values have increased everywhere, the value of work con- 
tributed by the typists .and copyists has, it appears, considerably 
decreased. The result is tinsiderable discontent amongst them. 

No attempt has been made to ameliorate the condition of these poor 
men. They are treated as persons without substantive appointment and 
on this plea their status has not been improved. This is hardly fair to 
them specially as they materially assist in bringing about a substantial 
income to the Government. 

Government will not have to incur any additional expenditure over 
and above that they are required to do at present. The income derived 
from the copying department by the sale of folios and court fee stamps 
for certified copies and in the shape of expedition fee, searching fee, 
special fee for copying maps and court-fee stamps on the application foi 
copies, is sufficient for t lie purpose of oiganismg the typists and copyists 
into a salaried service and hence this leform can easily be intioduced 
without any additional charge on the public exchequer. 

Objection to oiganising t\pists and cop\ists into a regular estab- 
lishment lias often been made on the ground (a) that these men are 
rightly paid by piecework system as their woik is mainly mechanical and 
unskilled; and (h) that the outturn of work would be less than what it is 
at present if they are oiganised into a salaried service; and (r) the 
expense to Government will increase enormously. 

As regards ( a ), I may point out that the Sub-Registrars and other 
officers (/. c., Nazir, etc ,) were formerly paid by fees in reference to the 
amount of work they actually did, but these men have now been included 
in permanent establisnment and been paid fixed salaries. I hope Govern- 
ment has no reason to repent on that score. 

As regards (b), there is every reason to believe that the hope of get- 
ting a pension on retirement and a fixed salary at the end of a month 
would throw a life and stimulus into their work and in my opinion will 
result iu increased efficiency and hence this apprehension is groundless. 

As regards (c), i. e., the question of expense, I have shown ab<*ve that 
there will he no increase if my resolution he accepted and hence this 
objection is also without any foundation. 
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After the notice of my resolution was sent, the Hon "Me High Court 
has, on 23rd June last, issued a general letter (No. 8) to the District and 
Additional District Judges stating 1 that it has decided that the standard 
ot the earnings ot the copyists and typists should he laised by leducing 
their numbers and also addressed the Government of Bengal regarding 
the creation of a Provident lund tor them The minimum now proposed 
toi the copyists is 11s. 40 and that ot the typists is lb. 05. w hile the maxi- 
mum aimed at is Ks. 50 for the toimer and l{s. SO tor the latter class. 

This reply of the Hon’ble High ( 'ourt . 1 am son \ to sa\ , is disappoint- 
ing and means almost nothing. These men having got no age-hniit tor 
their discharge or retirement tiom their emplo\ment and \oluntary 
retirement being out ot question in these hard days, the number of the 
typists and copyists cannot be appieciably reduced till some ot them are 
dead or compulsorily disc lunged from their employment. The tormer is 
uncertain and may take many yeais The latter will mean starvation 
to many if the proposed l eduction be suddenly (allied into effect as 
there is no provision for pension oi gratuity or pio\idcn1 fund for tin* 
men to be discharged. 'Plus being the case, it is veiy doubtful whether 
• the present generation of the typists and copyists will evei be able to got 
the benefit of the inclement now pioposed by the Hon’hle Iligb Court. 
Moreover, owing to fbe mm-co-operaf ion mo\ement, woiks of the Courts 
might fall and in that case tlieie is e\eiy apprehension that instead of 
reaching even the minimum now proposed by the Hon’ble High Couit, 
their present earnings might fall at any moment 

Nothing has been mentioned m this general letter to make any provi- 
sion for them during fbe time in which courts remain closed. In my 
bumble opinion this general letter of the Hon’ble High Court instead of 
ameliorating their lot and solving this quest ion lias brought uneasiness 
and appi (Tension in tin* minds of man\ of t Ik* exist mg t \ pi sis and copyists 
that they may be turned out at any time and lie beggars in the streets. 
Instead of nebulous inciements pioposed by the ITon’ble High Court 
something definite should be done, oi recommended by the Government, 
which will assure these men of a fixed income all round file year with 
prospect of progiessive increment foi the future 

In spite of the general letter No. S issued by the Horfble High Court 
nothing substantial has yet been done to ameliorate the lot of the typists 
and copyists. They arc m the same condition as before though the 
world has changed a great deal With (hanged cjrcunisf ances brought 
about by the late war it is well nigh impossible for them to eke out their 
existence decently in these hard days with an income remaining almost 
stationary. Hence, I appeal to the generosity, kindness and sympathy 
of the Hon’ble Member in charge to consider favourably the case of these 
poor and hard working and deserving (lass of officers in the employ of 
Government and accept my resolution for organising them into a regu- 
lar establishment with fixed salaries on a liberal time-scale basis and 
thus brighten their lives. 
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Babu IN DU BHU8HAN DUTTA: This is such a necessary resold 
tion that I hope there won’t be any opposition from any part of this 
House. This system of typists and copyists is on a par with the piece- 
work system in the Government Printing Department, aboui the ini- 
quities of which, we have been hearing so much lately. It seems to me, 
that this system, which has been leading indirectly to some sort of 
sweating of labour, should not be allowed to continue in any Govern- 
ment office any longer. In civil and criminal courts, there is generally 
a large number of typists and copyists who have to depend on the favour 
of their senior officers for copies. Sometimes, the number of these 
poor copyists is so large that there is a scramble for copies and this 
generally leads to a system of favouritism and sometimes to bribery, 
which we are trying to drive away from the precincts of Government 
offices. To use rather strong language, this system seems to remind me 
of the pound of flesh system, because every copyist is told that he is to 
get such and such an amount of money for so many words written. Is 
it possible to extract this amount of work every day, year in and year 
out from every copyist? Is it fair to tell them that they should not 
count upon a certain amount of income every month? It may happen 
that in one month a copyist gets Its. 40, the next month Rs. 30, and in 
another monlh something less. Therefore, his income is most uncer- 
tain. Then again, after 2 ft or 30 years’ service under Government, when 
he gets old, he finds that he is driven out of the office without any pen- 
sion or without anything for the maintenance of his family. Is it fair 
to those who are serving Government? 

Then again, there is a curious system — a minimum of income is 
fixed for typists and copyists. It may so happen under that system that 
a {loor clerk, who has not been in good health, has not been able to do 
the requisite amount of woik; in that case, he gets less than the mini- 
mum fixed by the High Court. What is the natural consequence? He 
is in danger of being driven out of office. Is this the way to treat the 
poor copyists? The income they earn is barely sufficient for decent 
living. They are always struggling for their very subsistence, and in 
these days when the other clerks are fortunate enough to hope for an 
increase of their emoluments all round, it is only fair and just that these 
poor copyists should be placed on the cadre of clerks and given a fixed 
income, permanent posts and pensions. 

Babu 8U REN DR A NATH MULLICK: I have very great pleasure 
to support this resolution of m> esteemed friend, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Wasimuddin Ahmed, but I do not think that 1 can add anything more 
which is useful to what has already been said. So, I do not propose to 
take up the time of this House by saying things which have already been 
said. There is one thing, however, to which I beg to draw the atten- 
tion of this House, that is, this distinction between typists and clerks 
is purely artificial. There is no reason for it and possibly it must have 
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been made by a man who must have been himself a clever quill driver. 
There is nothing more than that. The difference between a typist and 
a clerk is that one mail writes with the help of a machine and the other 
with the help of a pen, and the incidence is that in one man's life for 
eight months in a year his income is uncertain, and for the remaining 
four months it is absolutely certain which is nil. This is during his 
life — his official life — and when he leaves Government service, pension 
is nil- This is the kind of treatment he gets. 

Then again, there is another aspect of the* case to which 1 will draw 
the attention of this House and it is this, that these poor men onlv get 
two-thirds of the fees, the ordinary folio fees, that is the rule The other 
one-third goes to Government. Out of the two-thirds, these poor men 
have got to purchase and maintain a machine and find out the accessor- 
ies for it. This is indeed injustice of a very high character. This is 
not justifiable in any circumstance and I have even reason to hope that 
this will be accepted By the Council and by all the members who are 
interested in this question. 


Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CH AUDHURI : The Khan 
Bahadur’s resolution should appeal to those who want to set' the poor 
typists and copyists doing Government work fullx protected Their 
present uncertainty of employment must lie, as far as practicable, 
removed and they must enjo\ all the privileges due to Ills Majesty’s 
servants, no matter how humble their work is I therefore support 
this resolution. 


Maulvi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: I h ave great pleasure m supporting 
this resolution moved by Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin Ahmed. 
Indeed, the condition of the typists and copyists is deplorable. If you 
look into their wretched condition, you will find that their maximum 
income does not exceed Bs. 50. Generally it ranges from Rs. 20 to 
Rs. 50. This is not quite sufficient in the present days. Moreover they 
are guided by the strict rules bv which the other Government servants 
are guided but they are not given the attendant privileges of Govern- 
ment service. You wull also find that dining the holidays which extend 
for over three months, they do not get anything, while other Govern- 
ment servants enjoy their monthly salanes during that time. Further, 
in their old age, these poor fellows have to retire empty-handed and 
without any pension. If you compare the lot of the poor copyists and 
typists with their brother ministerial officers, you will find that a vast 
distinction has been made; although men of the same qualifications are 
iecruited for both the services, the attendant privileges are quite differ- 
ent. Recently the Hon’ble Judges of the High Court in reply to a 
representation that was submitted by the txpists and copyists suggested 
that the standard earning of a copyist should he Rs. 40 rising to a 
maximum of Rs. 65 and that of a typist Rs. 50 to Rs. 80. This shows 
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that the Ilon’ble Judges of the High Court realise that there i» a great 
necessity for increasing the income of copyists and typists. They want 
to give them increments by increasing their work and by chucking out a 
lot of those poor fellows who have given the best portions of their lives 
in the service of Government. These people will have to leave their 
service in order to give place to others, while Government proposes to 
give an all-round increase of pay to the niinisteiial officers on the ground 
of the great economic distress in the country, and not on the ground of the 
increase of their work It is therefore equally necessary that the case 
of the poor typists and copyists should also be considered by Government. 
Therefore, I accord mv whole-hearted sxmpathy to the resolution and 
ask my friends to support it. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: I support this resolution on 
principle. The copyists and typists are equally lesponsible Govern- 
ment. officers, and they belong to the nimistcnal class Is tlieie any 
reason why their treatment should bo different from that ol others? 
Are they not equally responsible officers like other ministerial officers? 
Tty some irony of fate it has been found that when apprentices < annot 
be provided with permanent appointments within a ceitain period, say 
before they attain the age of ‘25, they an* usually sent down to the 
copyists’ department; the\ are m no wax infeiior to the other* who are 
more fortunate in securing an appointment in the regular establish- 
ment. Their responsibilities me tin* same; they eop\ very important 
documents which are entrusted to them, and as a general rule it lias 
been found that these poorly-paid people, \\ ho are poorer than anybody 
else, perhaps have no other means of adding to their resources, which 
are open to their more fortunate brothers of the service, such as the 
peshkars, etc. It is found that these people discharge their duties with 
an honesty anybody could he proud of, and they have the responsibility 
and the position of Government ministerial officers. In fairness to 
them, and in recognition of their honesty, 1 think the authorities should 
very fairly and equitablx consider their case; and unless they are also 
embodied in the general establishment of the ministerial officers and are 
given whatever privileges are given to all ministerial officers, 1 think 
equity and .justice will suffer. 

With these voids, 1 support the resolution. 

« 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I rise to support the motion 
of my friend, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin Ahmed. I will not 
not make any lengthy observation. I only wish to say that this is a 
very hard case, and will leave people discontented after faithful service 
to Government because they do not get any pension. They have to 
go without any remuneration for three months in the year. How can 
you expect these faithful workers to be loyal and contented in these 
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circumstances P I think, therefore, that we ought to take into con- 
sideration the case of these deserving and faithful servants of Govern- 
ment, and put them in the same cadre and in the same status as the 
ordinary copyists and typists in the ministerial service of Government. 

With these words, I support the resolution. 

Maulvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: I beg to support the motion that 
has been moved b\ my friend, Khan Bahadur Wasimuddtu Ahmed. All 
the previous speakers have spoken on the subject at considerable length 
and I do not wish to detain the House for a long time. I onl\ wish to 
draw the attention of the House to one important aspect of the question. 
It generally hap]>ens that some of these men who are out of employment, 
go to the superior authorities, and with much importunity got employ- 
ment as a copyist. In this way the number of copyists is increased and 
the result is that the earnings go down. The result of this was the 
circular of the High Court suggesting reduction in the number of copy- 
ists. It is difficult to curtail the number; having once taken them into 
service, it is cruelty to turn them out; they should be organised into a 
'regular department, a certain number being employed. 1 hope Gov- 
ernment will take this aspect into consideration. 

With these words, T support the motion. 

Babu U PEN DR A LAL RAI CHAUDHURI: I beg to support this 
resolution on the grounds set forth by the mover and the other previous 
speakers. I have one word to add and that is this: Typists and copy- 
ists are generally paid on the volume of work performed, and in their 
zeal to earn as much as possible in the course* of the day, they make out 
copies which are unintelligible to the public. 1 know that several 
documents issued by these copvists, compared by and certified to be 
correct by other clerks, are very often wrongly copied. The cause of this 
is that they are anxious to earn as much money as they can in the shortest 
time possible and do their work indifferently. If they are placed in the 
general establishment and their status be the same as that of otlier 
ministerial officers, I think they will do better work. That is one of 
the grounds on which T support the resolution. 

Babu Annada Charan l)utta has made a comparison between the 
other ministerial officers and the copyists* hut I am, not inclined to make 
this distinction. If there is anything to he said it applies equally to 
both sections. However, I think there is a just grievance on the part 
of these typists and copvists and I am of opinion that they should all 
be treated in the same way as the other ministerial officers. 

With these few words, I support this resolution. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: May I explain? I did not 
make any distinction between the two classes. 


K 
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The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM : It is clear from what has been 
said in this House by so many persons that the typists and copyists of 
Bengal have got numerous friends heie. I do not thereby wish to mini- 
mise the strength of their case; they have, in certain respects, a good 
case, but I must ]>oint out that several important factors ought to l>e 
borne in mind in dealing with this question. First of all, it has to be 
remembered that this system has stood the test of time for nearly a 
century. The question has been raised more than once, it has been 
considered by various responsible authorities, and it has been found that 
the system is quite appropriate to the nature of the work they are 
expected to turn out. As far back as 1904, the Government of India 
considered this question very carefully and came to the conclusion that, 
having regard to the nature of the work, the system was an appropriate 
one. The work that is done by the typists and copyists is entirely of 
a mechanical character, and there is no discretion to be exercised by 
them. They have simply to eop\ the document before them, and the 
system of payment is by piecework, that is according to the amount of 
work which a man does. It must be remembered that these docu- 
ments are copied at the instance of parties, and it is only right that 
those who want copies of those documents should pay for them. At 
present the charge is so much per folio of the coyping done; I believe 
three annas is the charge out of whic h two annas goes to the remunera- 
tion of the copyist. As regards the remaining one anna there is the 
salary of the comparing clerk and other incidential charges and the 
pay of the record-keeper that have to he met out of the amount. There- 
fore, it cannot be farily stated that the system is an unjust one. But when 
I say this, I also admit that, having regard to the present conditions oi 
living, the heavy rise in prices, the question of the remuneration of the 
typist lias to be regulated on much the same lines as that of other per- 
sons similarly employed in Government service. They are not minis- 
terial officers, as one of the speakers has supposed ; they are not m the 
regular service of Government and, in fact, that is the complaint before 
the Council. But all the same, although they are not regular servants 
of the Government, the Government are anxious to help them as far as 
possible. As this Council knows, these copyists and typists are really 
under the control of the High Court, who are primarily responsible for 
them, and they have to decide upon their case. They recently considered 
their case and came to the conclusion that the system of payment by 
piecework was quite suitable, and ought not to he changed, but having 
regard to the increased cost of living they proposed that the minimum 
which is to be earned by the copyists and typists should be raised and a 
Provident Fund, if possible, .should be established. They have proposed 
that the minimum should be raised in the case of copyists to Rs. 45, and 
in case of typists to Its. 65. If you compare this with the remuneration of 
the clerks it cannot be said that the copyists and typists would be really 
worse off. No doubt complaint has been made by some of the speakers 
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that they do not enjoy the status and privileges of Government servants. 
I do not know whether the typists and copyists, if their remuneration 
is increased, will have very much of a grievance if the status of Govern- 
ment servants is not conferred upon them. At present they are free to 
do other work if they have time, and earn more money ; I believe some 
of the typists actually earn more than the clerks in their position; some 
undoubtedly earn less. No doubt they do not earn anything from the 
courts during the vacation, that is, because they are paid by piecework, 
and I do not think the Council expects the Government to pay them 
when they are not doing any work. 

If you turn these persons into members of a regular Government 
establishment, many questions will have to be considered very carefully. 
For instance, their number. If, for instance, the present number is more 
than sufficient for the work available, you could not expect Government 
to entertain this number unnecessarily. Then, again, supposing some 
typists have been working out for a few days, do \ou expect Government 
to entertain them, although their services may not be wanted? Then you 
have to consider what the entire establishment would cost. These arc 
* questions which should be weighed carefully, and due consideration 
given to them. Without considering these aspects of the question, it 
is not possible for the Government to commit 'themselves to the 
resolution. 

On behalf of Government, I ain prepared to say, without making any 
promise, that we shall very carefully consider the position. At present 
the High Court have issued a circular- that seems to us to be a very 
reasonable one; if it be found that that circular does not relieve the 
situation, Government will be prepared to consider the question again. 
This is all T am prepared to say on behalf of Government at present. 

Maulvi KHANDAKAR ARHAMUDDIN: The income derived from 
the copying department fully justified the organisation of the copyists 
and typists into a regular staff with the fixed salary on a time-scale basis 
as proposed by rnv colleague, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin Ahmed, 
especially as they are at present required to do much office work for 
which no remuneration is paid. 

These officers are reerted from the same class of people with the 1 
same education as the clerks in Government offices. So it is only just 
that they should be given the same advantages *as the clerks of the 
several departments under Government. 

With these few remarks, I fully support this resolution. 

Mr. KRI8HN A CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: I move that the 
question be now put. 

The motion that the question be put was put and agreed to. 

The original motion was then put and agreed to. 

E 1 
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Calcutta Police. 

Mr. A JOY CH UNDER DUTT: “ This Council recommends to the 
Government that the principle be accepted that the cost of the Presi- 
dency police should no longer form a charge upon the existing revenues 
of Bengal, and that, in this view, the Council recommends the appoint- 
ment of a committee consisting of nine persons, including at least two 
officials and four non-official members of this Council, for the purpose of 
framing a scheme to give effect to the said principle.” 

I expect that every member of this Council will warmly and heartily 
support this resolution. The facts necessitating my bringing this resolu- 
tion are the following: — As every member of this Council is aware, the 
police expenditure of Bengal, including the Presidency police, amounts 
to about two crores of rupees. In other words, about one-fourth of the 
entire revenue of Bengal is appropriated by the police. The Calcutta 
police, or rather the Presidency police, appropriates about Rs. 35 lakhs 
every year; in other words, about one-fifth of the entire police expendi- 
ture is devoted for the purpose of maintaining the Presidency police. 
The money that we spend for the maintenance of the Presidency police, 
will be sufficient to police one-fourth of the whole of Bengal under the 
present system of administration. The cost is extremely heavy; practi- 
cally the whole amount of two crores of rupees is paid by Bengal. 
Calcutta contributes very little towards the maintenance of the police 
system. The Bengal police costs, I believe, one crore and 50 lakhs a 
year. The Calcutta police, or rather the Presidency police, costs Us. 35 
lakhs a year. My proposal is this : let Calcutta bear the expenses of 
the Calcutta police. Bengal is perfectly willing to continue bearing the 
expenses of the Bengal police. This suggestion which I am making is 
not a novel one and it has found acceptance in Europe. It may be con- 
tended on the other side that no distinction ought to be made between 
Calcutta and Bengal, because Calcutta is geographically within Bengal, 
and therefore a benefit to Calcutta is a benefit to Bengal. It is not 
necessary for me to deal with the principles of taxation, but I think 
every member of this Council will agree with me that according to the 
most elementary principle of taxation, a person who pays a tax is entitled 
to some benefit from the tax he pays. That principle will, I think, be 
accepted. Here is Bengal contributing nearly Rs. 35 lakhs every year 
for the maintenance of the Presidency police. What benefit, may I ask, 
does Bengal get for paying this amount year by year? Calcutta is not 
the same as Bengal, the two are quite distinct. The prosperity of Cal- 
cutta does not connote the prosperity of Bengal. We know during the 
last fifteen years Calcutta has been gaining in wealth, but during this 
period Bengal has been rapidly getting poorer. In a few years’ time 
Calcutta may claim, possibly, to rival the large cities of Europe from the 
point of view of wealth and commerce, whereas Bengal is getting poorer 
every day. My proposal, therefore, is let Bengal continue to maintain 
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the Bengal police, but let the Calcutta police, or rather the Presidency 
police, be maintained by the inhabitants and residents of Calcutta. The 
principle that I advocate has found general acceptance in Europe. Dur- 
ing the last few weeks, I have been studying the police systems in 
Europe, and I find that this principle has been practically unanimously 
accepted in Europe and partially in America. France has accepted it, 
Germany and England also. It is not possible for me, within the short 
space of time given to me, to deal with the police systems in Europe. 
I shall confine my remarks to the police system that prevails m London. 
London is policed by two distinct and different sets of forces, the Metro- 
politan police and the City police. Let me take the second first. The 
jurisdiction of the City police is strictly limited within London. The 
jurisdiction of the Metropolitan police is confined, 1 believe, to a fifteen- 
mile radius from Charing Cross. The City police is maintained entneh 
by those who get the direct benefit of that police. Not a penny is con- 
tributed by Parliament for the maintenance of the City police. The 
Metropolitan police is maintained partially by a police rate and part lull \ 
by a contribution made by the Parliament. This contribution that 
• Parliament makes is levied from properties situated within the 
Metropolitan district, so that 1 think I am right in saving that 
the City police is maintained entirely by the Londoners and England 
does not pay a single penny towards the maintenance of that police. 
There is no reason why the same system, which has worked so satisfac- 
torily in London, should not be imported to this country and be applied 
to the Presidency police. It nia\ he contended that Calcutta is already 
overburdened with taxes and that it would he unfair to fix another rate 
upon the ratepayers of Calcutta. It may further be contended that Cal- 
cutta pays a very large share of the total Income Tax — Calcutta pays 
almost as much as the rest of Bengal— and, therefore, it would he ino- 
(juitous to lay a further hui den upon the Calcutta tax-payers. Now 1 
think this income-tax argument strengthens my position, because income- 
tax is fixed upon the income that a person or a community makes; and 
it furnishes a very accurate test of the wealth of that individual or com- 
munity; so if Calcutta pays an income-tax which is almost as much as 
is paid by the rest of Bengal, it only shows that Calcutta is as wealthy as 
the rest of Bengal. Well, if Calcutta is as wealthy as the rest of 
Bengal, there is no earthly reason why the inhabitants of Calcutta 
should not pay for the maintenance of the policy of Calcutta, as the 
Londoners pay for the maintenance of the London police. T may fur- 
ther add that the tax to be imposed upon the inhabitants of Calcutta 
would practically be the same as is now imposed on the inhabitants of 
London. I think, therefore, that the present system has got to he 
changed and the suggestion on the lines that I have made will have to 
be accepted. A change of the system is urgently needed. To-day the 
police expenditure is Rs. 35 lakhs. Calcutta is rapidly expanding; 
within a few years Tollygungc and I)uin I)um will be parts of Calcutta 



266 


CALCUTTA POLICE. 


[31st Aug. 


and I should not be surprised if Barrackpore is added to the Metropolis. 
The result oi all this will be that the police expenditure will be enor- 
mously increased. 1 can quite imagine that within the next ten years 
the police expenditure may rise up to, say, Its. 60 or even Its. 70 lakhs. 
It is therefore not fail- that Bengal should be burdened with an increas- 
ing police expenditure — for a police which is maintained entirely 
for the benefit of Calcutta. Mv object of moving this resolu- 
tion is to effect a saving of about Its. 35 or Rs. 40 lakhs every year. The 
tax-pavers of Calcutta pay but a very small fraction of the cost of main- 
tenance of the Bengal police, which is maintained for the benefit of the 
people of the country. I suggest that we should apply the money which 
might thus be saved for purposes which are more closely associated with 
the welfare and well-being of the people of Bengal. We are going to 
pass a large number of resolutions in this Council, but what is the use 
of passing resolutions when you have not got the money to give effect 
to these resolutions. The money which may be saved may be used for 
the purpose of improving the health of the country. There are numerous 
schemes which are at present being starved and they may properly be 
financed from the saving. I see that one of our Hon’ hie Ministers has 
launched a programme for combating the ravages of malaria. Now, 
if malaria is to be successfully fought it requires a good deal of money, 
so let a portion of that money come from the saving of this Rs. 35 or 
Its. 40 lakhs. That is really the object of my resolution and if you put 
this sum to the credit of Bengal year after year, 1 think the people of 
Bengal may be able to get out of the unhappy position in which they 
exist to-dav. These are the reasons why 1 suggest that t lie inhabitants 
and residents of Calcutta should bear the expenses of the Calcutta police. 
I know that some members of this Council will feel themselves justified 
in opposing my resolution, on the ground that the resolution may affect 
their ]>ersonal interests or the interests of their constituencies. I shall 
ask those gentlemen in this matter to throw aside the petty considera- 
tions of self-interest and vote for my resolution which has on its side 
justice, fairness and common sense. We are striving for democracy, 
our political goal is democracy within the empire. Now democracy 
always involves equality of taxation and if you are not prepared to make 
that sacrifice it is possible we may never be able to attain the goal we 
seek, Therefore, 1 particularly appeal to these gentlemen to make that 
sacrifice for the good of the community. I feel, however, certain that 
those gentlemen who represent the mufassal areas will support me. 

With these observations, I commend my resolution to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: This is a very 
important resolution and I wish to submit a few observations touching 
upon it. This resolution brings to my mind the ancient history in con- 
nection with this matter. It brings to my mind the petitions that were 



CALCUTTA POLICE. 


267 


.921. J 


eeeived during Lord William Bentinck’s time — 1 refer to the year 1829. 
L<ater on, we find that this subject was discussed in 1845. Lord Dal- 
lousie formed a committee and Mr Pant on was the President of that 
jommittee- In 1887, Mr Guise also submitted a report and his suggestion 
«ras that the police cost ought to be taken into consideration — the port 
md the municipality contributing to it. We find that this brings us to 
the ancient history when the municipality of Calcutta had chiefly to bear 
the cost. Then we come to the modern history. The Police Commis- 
sion's Report swept away all this idea and the whole expenditure is now 
met in the way now in vogue, that is that the whole cost ol t lie police is met 
frOm provincial revenues. The question has therefore arisen whether, 
under such circumstances, Calcutta ought to bear the entire cost regard- 
ing the Presidency police. It is difficult to discuss all these matters 
without bringing to the notice of the Council the principles upon which 
the police expenditure ought to be met. Police taxation is to my 
mind out ol the question. There are house-owners in Calcutta who will 
come forward and say that they have already been heavily burdened with 
taxation and, consequently, the house property ought not to be a factor 
for the incidence ol the police rate. That is a problem which will have 
to be dealt with; and the learned mover of the resolution has not brought 
forward a scheme by which the principles could be put into practice. 
Whenever a resolution is put in a drastic way before the Council, my 
humble submission is that the mover should be prepared with a scheme 
for the purpose; but no such scheme is before us and the whole matter is 
left to the committee expected to be formed lor the purpose. 


Now there are other principles to be dealt with. We should remem- 
ber that the Calcutta people are required to pay an income-tax and that 
upon the actual income they derive from trade or profession. Can that 
be a safe test foi the purpose of settling tin* incidence of taxation? It is 
not necessary for me to discuss these piinciples now. There would be a 
proper time for discussion later on. But there is another view of the 
matter and that is that the learned mover wishes to relieve the rural 
population of Bengal of the cost of the Presidency police It is a matter 
of gratification to me that such a pioposal is brought before the Council 
by which the rural people will be saved from paying this large amount. 
If I welcome such a resolution, I do it on that ground. I may however 
honestly say that I am not entirely a rural man-*-I am also a Calcutta 
man. My position is this, that, when on the one side I welcome the reso- 
lution, on the other side, I am afraid that I am in a position of great 
embarrassment when dealing with my property in Calcutta. Therefore, 
it is necessary for the Council to consider under what circumstances the 
principles of taxation are to be based in Calcutta. If the greater portion 
of the police expenditure be placed upon the shoulders of the Calcutta 
people it would be rather an unwelcome thing. A part of the cost may 
be thrown upon Calcutta and the other part upon the rural population of 
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Bengal. If that can be done, I think the problem can be solved satis- 
factorily by the expected committee. It is impossible to put forward 
before the Council definite schemes relating to this matter unless, as I 
say, we have a definite scheme before us. All that I can suggest to the 
Council is that a committee be formed and those questions which are 
brought to the notice of the Council taken up with all sincerity and enthu- 
siasm. If that be done, we shall then be in a position to deal with this 
important factor. On the one side we are afraid of a fresh imposition of 
taxation, while on the other side we consider it necessary upon the prece- 
dents which the learned mover has brought to your notice, that, such a 
thing is always to be found in many important cities in Europe. I do 
not like to speak further on this matter and my only hope is that a com- 
mittee may be formed for the purpose of going into these questions; and 
if these questions are answered satisfactorily by the committee, the whole 
matter will be brought before the Council and the Council will then be 
in a position to say “ yes ” or “ no.’’ 


Kumar 8HIB SHEKH ARES WAR RAY: I accord my hearty support 
to the first part of the resolution, namely,— “ This Council recommends 
to the Government that the principle be accepted that the cost of the 
residency police should no longer form a charge upon the existing reve- 
nues of Bengal.” 


In this is involved a question of principle which, I suppose, was 
already settled when we passed the Village Self-Government Act. The 
police employed for watch and ward in villages are now to be supported 
by the village union themselves with the union rates levied in the unions 
So it is beyond contention now that the local police lias been and is being 
gradually municipalised. And although in the Fraser Police Commis- 
sion Beport, it is stated, that in small municipalities, for want of adequate 
funds, the police is undermanned and is inefficient for want of co-ordi- 
nation with the district police, that argument cannot hold good in the 
case of Calcutta. The Calcutta police, even as it now is, is totally dis- 
tinct fiom the provincial police, and its present inefficiency is not due to 
that . And the Fraser Commission Iteport itself says: 


the Commission fully recognise that the cost of the police is a fair charge upon 
municipal revenues, but for the reasons just stated, the system does not work well 
m any but the largest cities. . . The cost of the police in a presidency town 

however, may call for special treatment. 


So we see the Commission had practically left the matter open, acknow- 
ledging the justice of the cost of the Presidency police being defrayed 
from municipal funds. J 

Sir, I do not think a cry could now be raised that the police are muni- 
cipalised only in backward countries. I hope that none here will dare 
assert that England is a backward country. There we find that nearly 
the whole police system is municipalised. There, there are the City of 
London police, the Metropolitan police, the County police and the 
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Borough police; and almost all of them are being paid from the local 
rates. The City of Loodon police is mainly paid from local rates, and 
the Mayor and Alderman appoint the Commissioner and Assistant Com- 
missioners of Police, the police fund being in the hands of the City Cham- 
berlain, and is supplied, as to the quarter of the sum required, by pay- 
ment out £>f the revenues of the City of London, and as to the remaining 
three quarters by a police rate not exceeding eight pence in the pound 
and assessed in the several wards by the Alderman or his Deputy, and the 
majority of common Councilmen of each ward. Then, as regards the 
Metropolitan police, its fund is recruited mainly from two sources- — (/) 
a police rate, and (ti) an Exchequer contribution. The police rate is 
limited by Statute to eleven pence in the pound and is levied on the full 
and fair annual value of all property in the Metropolitan police district. 
The Exchequer contribution is paid annualh through the medium of the 
County Councils, whose area is wholly or partly within the Metropo- 
litan police district. It is also worthy of note here that in England the 
maintenance of police is one of the subjects administered by local bodies 
under the local government, carried out under the central control of the 
• Ministry of Health, which superseded the various local government 
boards in 1919. 

Sir, we, the poor villagers of Bengal in addition to all the taxes to 
which the citizens of Calcutta are subject, pay about Rs. 55 lakhs as 
cliowkidari tax for the maintenance of peace and order in the villages. 
We, villagers, also can as well argue that it is one of the duties of the 
Government to protect its subjects and that it should be the just charge 
on the General Revenues, and that the Government cannot shirk the 
responsibility and throw the whole burden on the people themselves. 
However inequitable a fresh taxation for peace and order may appear, 
the British Government is already committed to the principle and has 
already set its seal of sanction by taxing for the purpose the poorest of 
the land. The only palliative that has been offered is that the villagers 
through their unions and president punchayats may have some control 
over the chowkidars. That lias been the bargain, although the present 
control of the villagers is not quite enough and satisfactory. Now*, it 
would be unworthy of the rich citizens of Calcutta to say that they cannot 
and will not maintain their own police, that the payment may be all right 
for the poor, but not so for the rich ; and the Government itself can in no 
conscience avoid the responsibility of carrying out its own principle to its 
logical end. 

And, Sir, I think the Calcutta people themselves should not object 
to this municipalisation of the police. No doubt, the Calcutta police, 
along with its sister branch is inefficient, and the Calcutta people know 
it and feel it, its champions’ contradictions notwithstanding. The only 
way to wean the police of its arrogance, haughtiness and oppression, and 
an inordinate love of lucre, is to make this department feel directly 
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responsible to the people and its representatives. When once the police 
is municipalised and is paid from municipal funds, the demand of control 
over it cannot for any length of time be resisted. It must come. He 
who pays the piper has a light to call the tune. The Calcutta police 
will gradually come under the control of an elected Mayor or Sheriff or 
Chairman of tfie Calcutta Corporation whatever his designation might 
la* and in the Corporation, along with the General Committee, the Water 
Committee, the (fas Committee, we will also have a Police Committee. 
That is the dav which the Calcutta public would sincerely hope for. 

As 1 have said lie fore 1 support the first part of this resolution. But 
I do not find any necessity for a new committee; already a committee 
has been appointed under the presidency of Mr. French to examine aftd 
suggest improvements in the whole system of police administration of 
Bengal. If the principle of municipalising the Presidency police be 
accepted by the House, the ways and means may very well be left to the 
French Committee. I would therefore request the mover to withdraw 
the latter part of his resolution. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: It might perhaps shorten • 
the discussion if at this stage 1 were to explain generally how this matter 
is \iewed b\ the Focal Government Under lying this resolution, there 
are two considerations of much strength, about which we have heard a 
great deal in recent months; and m view of their strength, 

it is not altogether surprising that a proposal of this kind 

should he made to-day, the more so as it is a proposal which in last year’s 
resolution on the Calcutta police Government itself hinted at. The first 
consideration, to whch I allude, is the well-known fact that the police 
is expensive, about ^hieli I lucre spoken much and often in tKis Council, 
and the Council will he pleased do hear that I do not now intend to speak 
more, since the details of police expenditure are scarcely relevant to this 
resolution. We assurin' that the police costs .r rupees, and the question 

at issue is how that sum ot ,r rupees is to hi* met Tin* second conside- 

ration is the fact, about which we have heard much lately, of the strait- 
ened circumstances of the provincial revenues and the desirability of 
expanding them; for that, in effect, is what the net result of this reso- 
lution would he. The resolution at first sight is somewhat curiously 
worded, as it might he taken to mean that the Legislative Council is wash- 
ing its hands of all responsibility for the Calcutta police andlprnposes to 
leave them in mid-air. But, of course, just as it is obvious that Calcutta 
requires a police force, it is equally obvious that it must he paid for some- 
how, either from general provincial nnenues, or, as the mover of the reso- 
lution has proposed, in whole or in part by a police rate upon the town. 
The idea of a police rate is not a new one, as has been mentioned by Rai 
M&hendra ( handra Mitra Bahadur, hut as it is desirable that the members 
of the Council and the public outside should appreciate the earlier history 
of this question, I will briefly run through its most salient features. 
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In the old days, that is before 1847, the cost- of the police charges in 
Calcutta used to he borne by the Justices, whoTlien had at their disposal 
a house tax and the akhari receipts from the town. The akbari receipts 
were absoibed in genciai teveuues in 1845, and with effect from 1847, 
when a Board of seven Commissioners was created for the improvement 
of Calcutta, a complete change of system was made and Government 
assumed the whole responsibility and defrayed the entire cost. This 
went on for some years till in 18<>4 Lieutenant-Colonel Bruce wrote a very 
interesting' report on the question of the inadequacy and inefficiency of 
the Calcutta police. At that time, it is interesting to note, the police 
cost only Rs. 3,84,050 a yeai , and even this included certain salt preven- 
tive establishment whn h niftt'-a-day s we should regard as Customs, and 
prison guards which now would he debited to Jails. Colonel Bruce 
brought forward many of the old complaints which we so often hear now 
— insufficiency of strength, inadequacy of pay, failuic to move with the 
times (he partiiulaily desciihed the n\ei police as effete ami ineffective), 
the unsuitahilit v of buildings mid t lit* heavy cost of ini mg them, lie mude 
vaiious proposals for i eorganizat ion, and brought torwaid the idea that 
the town should meet 1 lie cost eitliei m whole or in part. He wished 
to transfei the control of the police* to the Justices, while Government 
conti ibuted towards various sanitary improvements which weie long 
overdue; in the town. Another idea of his was that Government should 
conti ibute one-fourth of tht* cost, or even the whole for one more year, 
until the sanitary improvements had made progress, the sum being gra- 
dually reduced from year to year. That was, of course, only Colonel 
Bruce's proposal, hut in 1801 the Go\ ernment of India, who were then 
hard up, brough foiw.ud a very important lesolution which enunciated 
three principles very relevant to the discussion which we are having this 
afternoon. These were: — (/) the tost of the police maintained expressly 
for the service of any town should, as far as practicable, he defrayed by 
the inhabitants; (u ) the inhabitants should misc tin* funds in such man- 
ner as they/ thought proper; and (nt) the transfer of police charges to 
local funds should take place as soon as details could be dealt with. 

These are more or less the principles which Mr. Dutt has advocated 
this afternoon. 

Directly that resolution was issued there was the usual wrangle a 

three cornered wrangle — between the Government of India, thb Local 
Government and the Justices as to the details which should he adopted 
in the new system; and the Local Government estimating the cost of the 
police proper at Rs. 8,18,000, and recognising the need of other works of 
improvement in the citv, proposed a fixed conti i hut ion of Rs. 1,50,000, 
the rest falling on the tow n. They were thus willing that the incidence , 
should not be wholly one-sided, but that Government should contribute* 
something, though the hulk, of course, fell on the town. But the Gov- 
ernment of India refused to mix up the question of sanitary improvements, 
and said that they would pay nothing for the police force. The Justices 
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protested emphatically and revived the old claim to the abkari receipts. 
The Local Government backed lip the protest, but the Government of 
India would not go beyond Its. 1,00,000 promised for 1860-67, with no 
guarantee of its continuance. The Justices again protested, and even- 
tually they prevailed upon the Government of India to accept the liabi- 
lity for a quarter of the cost of the police. 

That new system was embodied in Act XI of 1867. which distinctly 
stated in its preamble that “ it was expedient that the expenses of main- 
taining the police force of Calcutta and of maintaining pauper hospitals 
in the said town should be defrayed by rates to be levied upon the said 
town.” The Act gave to the Justices wide powers over the budget, and 
enabled them to levy an annual police rate not exceeding 3 per cent, on 
the value of houses, buildings and lands It was the occasion of consi- 
derable discussion in the Legislative Council, which centred round the 
obligations imposed in respect of the pauper hospital, the degree of control 
over the budget to be accorded to the Justices, the amount of the rate 
and the method of its levy.' 

p r I he jKiwers of the Justices over the budget were taken away by Act « 

< IV of 1876, when control passed to the Local Government, but the same 
distribution of cost continued until the well-known resolution of 1882 on 
local self-government winch sought to relieve municipalities in general 
from these police charges, in the hope that the money thereby saved would 
be si>ent on education, medical and sanitary improvement. Naturally 
under that resolution tin* case of Calcutta became one of considerable 

: importance, and in 188*1 the Calcutta Corporation asked to be relieved in 
accordance with its terms. There was again a lengthy discussiou, but 
eventually by Act II of 1888, the obligation was removed the Corporation 
being simultaneously bound to spend Its. 8, 00,000 annually on sanitary 
improvements in the added areas. The Government of India assigned 
to the Local Government two-thirds of the police charges assumed 
by the latter, and that is the system which obtains to-day. That is to 
say, from that time onwards the Corpoiation have been relieved of police 
charges, hut lia\e been bound to devote a certain sum towards sanitary 
improvements, Government assuming entire responsibility for the police. 
One important matter has a hearing on the question which we are consi- 
dering to-da\. In a letter dated the 2nd August, 1889, the Government 
of India, discussing the possibility of misunderstanding hereafter if 
further legislation in connection with the Calcutta police became neces- 
sary, said : — 


If a rate has at any time to be levied in the new municipality for any police 
purpose, the Governor-General in Council is of opinion that it must be levied as a 
police rate, and it will be understood: . . . that the Government is free at 

any time to initiate legislation for the levy of such a rate. This understanding 
. it in no way dependent upon the Government contribution to the Calcutta 
[ municipality in uid of charges for the city police becoming superfluous 
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So although Government at that time assumed (he liability, they 
definitely safeguarded themselves from any inference that they had done 
so for all time. It is interesting to note that whereas the cost of the 
police in those days was Rs . 3^641)00, the cost of the police at the present 
day is Rs. 26,76,000 and it is that larger sum which is in issue in the case 
now before us. 

That, Sir, is, in brief, the old history of the matter, and the Council 
will observe that we have had several changes of system throughout these 
years. Qnce we had the town practically paying the whole; then we had 
Government paying the whole; then we moved hack to the town paying 
the bulk and the Government contributing a part, and then hack again 
to Government assuming the whole charge. So for all these courses 
historical precedent can he claimed, while mention has been made by 
various speakers of pieeedenK fioni other eouutnes. These generally 
support the theory that the cost of the police 4 should he 4 , at any rate in 
part, a local charge, and they also have an interesting hearing upon the 
distribution of control. Especial! \ in view' of what Kumai Sliih Slick - 
hareswar Rav has said, T would like to explain to the 4 Council what the 
position is. The Kumar has gnrn the 4 Council to believe that if this 
change of system of payment was made, the 4 complete municipal isat ion 
of the police would follow as a mattei of course That suggestion is not 
supported by the expeiiencc of other count lies, and 1 may read from a 
handbook on European police systems, which says: — 

In all the capitals and large commercial centres the police are under the control 
of the State rather than of the city 

That is to say, in most European cities a large degree of control over the 
police rests with Government The position of the London metropolitan 
police is of particular interest. Its cost is mainlv met bv a rate on the 
parishes, though a percentage thereof is contributed by the Exchequer 
which also makes certain other specific giants. But as icgards control the 
police are subordinate to the Home Office alone. The County Council has 
no power, and no control is even exercised by Parliament. The budget 
is not even seen in full by Parliament. 

As regards other cities in England and Scotland, the cost of the 
police is a charge upon the town, control being exercised by a watch com- 
mittee appointed from the local municipality. The Exchequer, however, 
contributes a sum not exceeding half of the total cqst of pay and clothing, 
subject to certificates of efficiency, and by this means there are few 
matters which the Home Office cannot compel. They in fact exercise 
a very extensive control. 

The position of the Home Office is stronger, and the position of the 
local bodies is weaker, in the case of the county police, who are controlled 
by a standing joint committee formed of an equal number of Justices, 
appointed by quarter sessions, and of County Councillors, appointed by 
the 'County Council. The County Council is bound to meet the budget 
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as approved by this committee. The central Exchequer makes grants 
similar to those in the case of towns, and through them can exercise the. 
same degree of control. 

In Continental towns the position is somewhat similar. In the three 
large cities of Paris, Lyons and Marseilles, the control of the police hy 
Government is definite and undoubted ; even in other French towns, while 
control is nominally vested in the local councils, yet in practice the cen- 
tral Government exercises considerable powers of direction. In Germany 
before the war the local bodies, with two exceptions, were practically 
debarred from the local management of their police. State control was 
paramount. In Italy the police are practically a State affair. In Hol- 
land and Belgium only is a considerable conti ol exercised by local bodies. 

I have now endeavoured to explain to tin* Council what was the old 
history of the* Calcutta police in this asjx*<t, and also to indicate most 
cursorily the systems current elsewhere Turning to this particular 
resolution, I have already stated that it is not surprising that it has been 
brought forward, and in view of what \ have said of the ancient history, 

I think it is a matter which well deserves to he ventilated, and a’comniit- 
tee is an obvious means of doing so. t)hviousl\ \aiious paities are con- 
cerned I here is fin* Calcutta ta\-pa\er, theie is the Corporation and 
then* is the rniifax.sal tax-paver. Olniouslv also various incidental issues 
have to he examined -if a rate is justifiable upon what scab* should it be 
levied and upon whom should it fall : should the State* contribute anything 
towards the cost, and if so, how much? All these are matters for discus- 
sion after hearing persons representing the various interests involved. 
I therefore take no exception to the general principle of the resolution, 
though I would like to modify its wording a little. If we are going to 
have a committee T suggest that it is hotter to leave open the question 
of accepting the principle of a local rate. Let the committee hear all 
sides and let them say what their views are as regards this point. Fur- 
ther I would prefer not to lx* a!»solutel\ bound as to the number on the 
Committee. Without consulting various interests we cannot definitely 
say what a suitable number would be. There would, of course, be a non- 
official majority; otherwise there are ceitain Calcutta interests and the 
interests of the mufassal tax-paver to be considered. I would like to 
have a free hand as to these details. If Mr. Duft will move his resolu- 
tion in the following form, the local Government will raise no objection 
to it: “This Council recommends to the Government that a committee 
consisting of officials and non-officials he appointed to consider the inci- 
dence of the cost of the Calcutta police, with special reference to the pos- 
sibility of its being met in whole or part from the proceeds of a police 
rate.” 


There was a suggestion by Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray that this 
inquiry should be entrusted to the Police Retrenchment Committee which 
has recently been appointed. As regards that I have an open mind, but 
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I would point out to the Council that this is particularly a matter In which 
Calcutta is interested, and I think that in the Retrenchment Committee 
Calcutta representation was not conspicuous. Tn a matter of this kind 
we must let t*h$ Corporation of Calcutta, as representing the public of 
Calcutta, have their say, and prund forte it would seem best to have a 
separate committee. 

Mr. A. C. Dutt hnvinp accepted the modified resolution the President 
put it to the Council whether the mover would he allowed to move the 
resolution in the modified form. 

The Council agreed. 

The Piesident then stated that the discussion would proceed on the 
resolution as amended. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 decided to oppose the 
motion of Mr. Dutt but since it has been modified in a very important 
aspect, 1 do not think it is worth while tor us to opjiose it Sn , 1 stand 
here as a representative of the citizens of Calcutta and 1 find that the 
• members of this Council, at least some of them, think that the Calcutta 
people or theii represent at i\es in the Council are bound to take partial 
and one-sided view T of the whole <|uestion. This is not lair and before 
I proceed further I would give them an assuiance that 1 am not disposed 
to do so. If it be thought just and projiei that Calcutta should bear the 
whole burden of its own police, I ioi myself would accept the situation. 
But, Sir, what stun k mt* most was tin* unfair and paitial comparison 
diawn b\ some of the members here between Calcutta and certain 
Kunqx*aii cities without knowing how matters stood. My frietid 
Kumar Shi b Shekhareswar Ra\ has made a mistake in placing Calcutta 
on the same line with other cities. We know that European cities 
pay taxes much highei than Calcutta My fiiend, the mover of the 
resolution, is, 1 piesume, aware that certain taxes and rates are levied 
from the citizens of Cahutta and there aie certain revenues which should 
have come to them but aie not allotted to them. 'Idle most imjKjrtaiit 
among them is the excise duty If the excise duty does not come to 
the citizens of Calcutta wh\ should Calcutta JK*oplc bear the hurdeu 
of |K)hce? Thcv ma> justly say give us the revenue and then give 
us the buiden. If vou do not give us the ways and means hut only 
ask us to shoulder the burden will that he fair? My friend, the Kumar, 
says that lie who pa vs for the piper has the right to call the tune. 
I quite agree with him. But does not Calcutta contribute heavily 
towaids the revenues of Bengal? Now can we undertake the upkeep 
of police without help from the public revenue? Another important 
factor is this — is Calcutta only a city for the citizens of Calcutta or 
is it a city for the convenience for the whole of Bengal, including my 
friends, the Rajas, the Maharajas, the Council Members; and the “ poor 
villagers ” of the Kumar? 
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There is another factor. If we have to take up the whole burden 
of the Police the Corporation will have to levy an additional tax of 
7£ per cent, over and above the MH per cent, we are now paying. Will 
the citizens of Calcutta and the gentlemen coming from mufassal and 
other places he prepared to bear an additional burden of 7J per cent. ? 
If they are able and willing to do so, then it is all right. There are 
many other im}>ortant factors and I am glad to find that Sir Henry 
Wheeler has given the history of the case and has tried to put before 
us the diffluent asjiects of the question. I do not object to the whole 
thing being threshed out in the Committee and I am sure that if there 
is an impartial inquiry, we ha ac got nothing to fear. The other day 
we heard a comparison between Bombay and Calcutta and very often 
analogy is drawn between these two cities, but we know that the 
Bombay system is very much different to that of Calcutta. Their 
requirements arc quite different from those of ours, and the gentlemen 
who draw such comparison often do so without trying to find out what 
the differences an*. 1 Iiojh* that the gentlemen who draw compari- 
sons between Calcutta and other cities should study their comparative 
sources of revenue, (live the citizens of Calcutta the revenue of Euro- 
|H*an cities and, 1 am perfectly sme, they would he prepared to under- 
take the police charges. Why should not they? Where is the diffi- 
culty in taking over the upkeep of the jxdice if we have the funds? 
There is another point that strikes me. Some of the provincial cities 
of India have undertaken the police charge, hut it must he remembered 
that they have got the octroi duties. Would you like to have octroi 
duties introduced here by the Corporation of Calcutta ® If you seriously 
do so you may ask Calcutta to undertake the charge of the Police. I 
do not like to take more time of the Council. 1 think it is the wisest 
jwdiov to have an inquiry and we do not like to burke an inquiry. Let 
there he an inquiry by all means and it would clear the air. Let it 
not he said that Calcutta is enjoying certain privileges at the cost of 
the province. It would be quite unfair to do so. 

With these woids. Sir, 1 supi»ort the amended resolution and 
T welcome' an inquiry. 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: I heg to move that the question be now 
put. 

The PRE8IDENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Sir 8yed Shams-ul-Huda) : 

1 think 1 should allow one more representative of Calcutta to speak 
before 1 put the closure. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: We are in a democratic 
ape, enjoying the fruits of a democratic institution, and I am sure 
the members on the official bench will he enjoying a sight or rather 
will he congratulating us. that this is democracy with a vengeance. I 
have listened to the speech of Mr. Dutt and what I find is this: that 
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the whole idea that dominates his mind is that the cost of the Presidency 
police should be borne by the rate-payers of Calcutta. The Hou’ble 
Sir Henry. Wheeler finding that this will naturally raise a storm of 
opposition to the proposal has come forward with an amended resolu- 
tion, which I am. for the time being, prepared to accept. But in this 
connection may 1 suggest that a slight change in the wording of the 
resolution will ]>erhaps make the intention of the mover of the amend- 
ment and those who are piepared to accept his amendment more clear? 
His amendment runs thus: — “ This Council recommends to the Govern- 
ment that a Committee consisting of officials and non-otticinls be 
appointed to consider the question of the cost <>f the Calcutta police 
with special reference to the possibility of this being met m whole or 
in part from the pioeeeds of a police rate.” In lieu of the word 
“ {Kissibilitv ” I think perhaps it will he more clear if the word 
desirability ” or “ advisability ” bo substituted From the speech 
of the Ifon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, as far as I undeistand, ho does not 
want the House to commit itself to any definite Mews on the subject. 
It is the intention of the House, I am sure, to get the public opinion 
• on the subject, to (onsult all public bodies ami then to form their 
opinion on tins \eiy impoitant question. Having regaid to that fact, 

I think it the* word “ desirability ” or “ advisability ” is substituted 
tor the word “ possibility,” the intention ol tin* Council will be very 
clear. I do not know whether the Hon’ble mover is inclined to accept 
tins suggestion. 

I hen with reference to the sjK*eeh that has been delivered by Kumar 
Slul) Shekhaieswar Pay, one feature of that speech is that wherever 
the people tax themselves, they should have the power to administer 
the proceeds of that taxation From tins proposal Sir Henry Wheeler 
has strongly dissented. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: I have merely endeavoured 
to point out that this theory is not entirely supjKirted by evidence in 
other countries. Beyond that I have not said anything, but have 
simply tried to explain the facts. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: The history that has been 
given of t]ie j>oliee lates bv the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler is very 
interesting. But 1 come to the modern history commencing from the 
time of the Justices We all know that when the police rate was imjKJsed 
in Calcutta l»v the Justice-, the whole administration of the police, 
including the budget, was cntiiely in the hands <>f the Justices. Read- 
ing some of the old pmr codings „f the Cm poration , I find that the pay 
of the Deputy Commissioner of Police could not be raised by Rs. 100 
without the sanction of the Justices and without discussion in the 
Corporation. In FS84, when it was piojnised to extend the town of 
Calcutta by adding the suburban aieas to it, there was a great opposi- 
tion from the people of Calcutta and a great debate in the Council and 
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in tli e Corpmation ns to how to meet the cost of the sanitary improve- 
ments o 1 Calcutta and especially of enlarged Calcutta. Ihe (jovern- 
ment ol Lord Dufferin came forward with the offer that the burden 
ot maintaining the police would lie taken off the shoulders of Calcutta, 
and Calcutta would have to spend, as has been stated by the Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler, not less than Its. 3 lakhs for the improvement 
oi the added area. We all know that Calcutta is now a changed city, 
and it is due to the steady improvements that have been effected by 
the Corporation, and it is quite deal that from the funds at present 
at the disposal of the Corpoi ation it is impossible foi them to pay any 
contribution foi the maintenance of the police force in Calcutta. As 
has been veiy correctly observed or rather estimated by Rai Dr. llari- 
dhan l)utt Buhadut one per cent, will laise about Rs. 4 lakhs and if we 
have to pay long lily Rs. to Rs. 30 lakhs, it will come to 7 oi 8 }K*r 
cent. 1 do not know whether not only the ]>eoplo of Calcutta but tin* 
people of the mulassal, who largely inside m Calcutta, would be pre- 
pared to pay this double taxation, /.c., taxation in Calcutta foi the 
maintenance of the police as well as taxation for the maintenance of^ 
police in then own place. 1 think, therefore, having legaul to all these 
facts the mattei should be left entirely open, and in that view I suggest 
that the v\oid “ possibility ” should be substituted by the woid 
“ desirability ” oi “ advisability.” For my ]»art 1 may say this: that 
Calcutta I s not a city for the jieople ol Calcutta only : it is the 
premier cily ol India, it is the provincial capital ol Bengal, and people 
from all paits of Bengal conic and icside lieie. Idle question of furthei 
taxation will naturally lu* a very intimate question because it will not 
be possible to levy rates only on the projierty -holders of Calcutta ft 
taxation is to be levied it must be levied on all jieople coming and 
sojourning here. And liven the question of income-tax has been touched 
upon by the mover of the original resolution. The total yield of income- 
tax from the entire province is about Rs. 3* erores, and I understand 
that barring Rs. 30 or Rs. 40 lakhs the vs hole of the rest is realised 
in Calcutta. Therefoie it will be seen that the police force, if necessary, 
is more necessary foi not only the j>eople of Calcutta hut also for the 
trade and commerce of Calcutta which means the trade and commerce 
of the entire province of Bengal. 

Then reference has also been made to the excise tax — whether the 
excise tax wdll endure or vanish 1 do not. know — hut this also brings in 
a large amount to the coffers of Government. In Bombay, Madras and 
in other Presidency towns, the municipalities have got this extra revenue 
to their Kxchequei, but in Calcutta they have none. I think, therefore, 
all these points should be considered and the matter should be kept 
entirely open. I therefore think that, if the Hon’ble Member is pre- 
wired to substitute the word ” advisability ” or ” desirability ” in lieu 
of the word “ possibility,” it would make the intention of the Council 
more clear. 
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Rftja MANILAL SINGH ROY; I hep to move that the question be 
now put. 

The motion for closure was then put, and on a division being: taken 
it was lost. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA; 1 must first of all congratulate 
the poor villager, like Kumar Shib Slickbareswar Rax . who having: paid 
his (juota to the lbs bf» lakhs ol cbowkidan tax, now comes to suppoit a 
proposal which means his paying something: more, as a nch citizen of 
Calcutta. After t lie historx of the Calcutta police which has been given 
by the Hon'hle Sn Henry Wheeler, it is hardly necessary to go into the 
details of this question While moung a resolution m the last Council 
for the retrenchment of the police ex pendit ure, 1 suggested that the 
Calcutta police and the Bengal police might he amalgamated. Now, 
it is a (jiiestion of \erv great importance, because the supervision of the 
Calcutta police has practically been taken awa\ from the hands of the 
Iiisjmm toi -( icnei al ot Coln e, Bengal, who is mainly responsible to the 
Government of Bengal and through the Government of Bengal to this 
• Council On the principle that the man who pays the piper calls for the 
tune, a sepaiate establishment foi tin Calcutta police has no justification. 
As has been said by the Kumai Bahadur of Tahirpui, a new committee 
has been appointed to go into the question of the* organisation of the jxdice 
of Bengal If till'- question of the maintenance of the Calcutta |>olice 
is referred to a separate (ommiftee, then there is great danger that the 
deliberations of these two (ommitfee.s max come into conflict and that 
there max he want of eo-oidination Therefore, 1 would request lwdh 
the rnoxei of the resolution and the Hon’hle Member of Government to 
consider whethei it would not he advisable to refer this matter to the 
committee whirl) has alreadx been appointed As regards the question 
of the ext r aoi dmarilx higdi expenditure that the Calcutta police costs 
the people, my friend Bai Dr Ilaridhan Dutt Bahadur has deprecated 
comparison between Calcutta and Bombay because lie seems to think 
that there is a great deal of difference between the conditions of Cal- 
cutta and those of Bombay which difference in his opinion is not known 
to tin* rnties 1 }nq>e my friend, tin* Rai Bahadur, will admit that tin* 
Government of India, at any rate, max hr* supposed to know the differ- 
ence that exists between tin* svstein pi evading in Calcutta and that in 
Bombay. 1 hope it will not surprise him to hear Unit tin* Finance Com- 
mittee of the Government of India, as earlx as 1S87, directed an inrjrnrv 
to he marie as to the relutixe cost rd tin* Presidency |K>lice of the three 
towns of Madras, (’aleutta and Bombay, and the* result of that inquiry 
showed that the cost of the Calc utta police was the heaviest of all. The 
reason gixen was that in a lug industrial and rich city like Calcutta, the 
cost was hound to he great I ask, in all seriousness, is it fair to ask 
the whole of Bengal to pax for the sjK*nal cost of policing an industrial 
and rich town like Calcutta * We have lately learnt from Mr. Clarke’s 
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report, that gnm daism, which is a special feature of the city of Cal- 
cutta, requires a huge amount of police force, necessitating a great deal 
of expenditure. In order to protect the industrial citizens of Calcutta 
from goondaisin, is it fair to ask the villagers to pay? Does Calcutta 
pay t « ; r the cost < i the village ehovkidar? I think it is only fair that 
I he citizens and indust nalists ot Calcutta should come forward to hear 
their share of the cost. Government have been pleased to say that they 
have accepted the principle ot the resolution, hut 1 again suggest to 
the mover of the resolution and the Hon’ hie Member of Government 
that this matter should he referred to the committee that has already been 
appointed, so that the question of the amalgamation of the Calcutta 
and the Bengal police and the question of transfer of the financial 
responsibility from one head to the other, may not he jeopardised. 

Babu AM ULYA DHONE ADDY: I oppose not only the original 
resolution hut also the one for a committee as suggested by the 
lion’hle Sir Henry Wheeler. 1 have much pleasure m seconding the 
amendment which has been moved by Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadui. 
I understand he has suggested that in the resolution which has been 
moved by the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler the word “ possibility n 
should be substituted by the word “desirability.” 1 beg to submit 
that if it is to be referred to a committee, the committee should inquire 
into the question of the desirability or ad\ usability of asking the Cal- 
cutta Corporation to pay for the maintenance of the police of Calcutta. 
We are infoimed that the cost of the mainteiiaiM e of the Presidency 
police is Rs. 35 lakhs per annum. It appeals that one pel cent, of the 
rate of the Calcutta Corporation totals about Rs oj lakhs, and, theic- 
fore, if the Corporation is called upon to pay thi^ sum tlm\ shall ha\e 
to increase the rates which are at present 19A per cent, by about (U per 
cent Not only that They are already committed to several schemes 
and for that purpose also they shall increase the rates further. The Cal- 
cutta Corporation has just sanctioned a scheme for the improvement of 
the water supply costing Rs. 2 crores and for the improvement of the 
drainage, I understand, they shall have to incur an expenditure of 
another crore of rupees. So far as the Calcutta Improvement Trust is 
concerned, it has abeady committed itself to the improvement of Bam- 
lmzar, and the citizens of Calcutta shall li.ne to pay additional rates 
and taxes for these improvements. The citizens of Calcutta pay a huge 
sum as income-tax. It ap]x*ars from the answer which has just been 
given that, out of Rs. 4,39,000 Calcutta contribute* Rs 3,40,000 as 
income-tax. All the proceeds of stamps are utilised by the Government, 
ol Bengal and not a single farthing is paid to the Calcutta Corporation. 
Calcutta is the centre of commerce of Bengal; it is also the centre of 
industries. In other civilised cities which have been just referred to — 
1 mean the cities of Europe — I understand that the police charges are 
met by the State and not by the local authorities. As in the case of 
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the commercial cities of Europe similar is the state of things in Cal- 
cutta. I urge that the police charges should, on the same ground, b* 1 
paid by the Government and not by the Corporation. It is well known 
to you that the Calcutta Corporation has to contribute a substantial 
sum towards the maintenance of the hospitals of Calcutta and in these 
hospitals not onh the citizens of Calcutta but also the people from the 
mufassal are interested. Government is primarily icsponsible for the 
protection of life and property of the people and therefore this charge 
should be met b\ the Government and not by the local people. It may be 
said that the chowkidari tax is realised from the villagers; 1 am opjmsed 
to it on that ground, but that is no reason why the citizens oi Calcutta 
should bo called upon to pa\ for their police. 

With these remniks. Sir, 1 beg to submit that as Calcutta is the 
premier city of India and as Calcutta is the capital of the pioviuee of 
Bengal, this charge be met, not by the Calcutta CorjKiration, not even 
by the Government of Bengal but, by the Government of India. 

Maulvi MAHAMMED MADA88U R HU88AIN : In these da\s oi 
financial stringency in these days when we are faced with an o\ei- 
whelming deficit, it is oui duty to find out means wherein the inroads on 
the general revenues of the count r\ may be decreased. In England, and 
in all the other European countnes, all the cities pay for the mainten- 
ance of theii own ixdice. Now, m this very Bengal, the village police 
is maintained by an oiganisation called I'anchayat. If the Bengal 
rural police is maintained h\ the lev\ of local rates from the \ dingers, 
1 think that there can be no reason whv the Calcutta police and the town 
police which aie maintained toi tin* benefit ol Calcutta and paihcular 
towns resjK»cti\ely should not be maintained b\ local rates. If the 
villagers aie compelled to maintain their own police force, I do not 
know what can be the reason to exempt the dwellers ol Calcutta and 
other towns from maintaining then own police. Are the dwellers oi 
the villages richer and wealthiei than those ot Calcutta and othri 
towns? 1 do not think thc\ are I do not think that any one will 
assert that the dwellers of Calcutta and other towns an* poorei . I 
think that eveiv one will agree that the people of Calcutta are far 
wealthier than tin* villagers. Therefore, in order to remove the diH'et- 
ential treatment between the ullage! s, and town and Calcutta jK*ople 
and also to fiee the general revenues, 1 would sifpjMirt this resolution. 
Kai Di. Handball Dutt Bahadur says that they do not get any excise 
revenue. In other larger towns of Europe, they get excise revenue. 
Therefore, the Calcutta people should not be made to pay for their 
police. Whethei the Calcutta Corporation should or should not get 
a portion or whole of the excise revenue is a different question alto- 
gether. If the Calcutta Corporation pays for the police, then they may 
ask for the excise duty. We are not now considering whether the 
Calcutta Corporation are entitled to any excise revenue or not, but 
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what we are considering is whether the Calcutta Cor]>oratioii should rot 
he made to pav lor their own police. If this principle is accepted, then 
the other question of the demand of the Corporation for a portion of 
the excise revenue may he considered at another time. 

Then my friend Bahu Amulya Dhone Addy says that the Corpora- 
tion is going to incur enormous expenditure on other schemes: 
therefore, they should not he made to pay for their police. If they are 
going to spend enormous sums, it is only for their own benefit and not 
for the benefit ol Bengal. It must also he borne in mind that the 
Calcutta people get their income from the mufassal. The industrial 
and commercial magnates get their income from the mufassal. 

Mr. R. M. WAT80N-8M YTH : Certainly not. 

Maulvi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HUSSAIN: That may not he 

your opinion, but, in my opinion, the grains of Bengal contribute not 
a little to the prosperity of these merchants, and where do these grains 
come from? Tliev come from the mufassal and it is by dealing on 
these grains that these merchants make their money. 

Then those cloths which they import from England and other foreign 
countries. To whom do they sell? They sell all these to the mufassali- 
tes and it is from thoie they make* then piles. 

Then again where do those Calcutta lawyers earn then motio\ fiom? 
It is from the mufassal litigants that the\ earn then money. There- 
fore I sa\ that all these industiial magnates and < oniinei rial magnates 
and the law\eis ot Calcutta earn their mone\ from the mufassal and it 
is not for them to sa\ that we shall not spend anything foi the benefit of 
the mufassahtes, and the mufassal people also do not want that they 
should spend anything for them. What the\ want is bare justice. As 
1 have already submitted, look to London and other industrial and com- 
mercial cities. They all maintain their jHiliee. Look even to your 
own villages. Thc\ maintain their own police. Why should not Calcutta 
people be compelled to pay for their police? Will they grudge tins 
Its. 35 lakhs, which is not a ver\ large sum for the industrial and com- 
mercial magnates and lug lawyers. Compare the wealth of the whole 
of Bengal with that of Calcutta and you will find that the whole wealth 
of Bengal is coneenti ated in Calcutta. When that is the case, they 
should he made to pay not only for the maintenance of their own polit e 
by which they are benefited but also for some other things. I think that 
the proposition that has been brought before this Council by my friend 
Mr. I)utt is quite correct and he is quite right in saying that the Cal- 
cutta people should hear their jiortion of the expenditure. Under the 
Bengal Local Self-Government and Municipal Acts, the town people 
must be made to pay for their own police. Their turn will come next. 
Another time a resolution may be moved in this Council. The Bengal 
Self-Government Act may also lie amended. These arguments may be 
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repeated then. The only question now before the House is whether the 
Calcutta people should be made to pay for their police or not, and 1 
submit for the reasons, which I have adduced and also for the reasons 
which my friend Mr. Dutt has submitted, the principle that the Calcutta 
jieople should be made to pay for their own police should be accepted, 
especially so when the villagers are paying for the maintenance of then 
own police. The inequity is extieme. Formerly the chowkidurs were 
maintained by the assignment of (iovernment lands. Later, these lands 
were confiscated by (iovernment and subsequently settled with the land- 
lords. The villagets were then exempted from paying any eliowkidari 
tax, but now m vutue ot t lie* Villaire Chowkidari Act and also by virtue 
of this new Act, which has recently lieen passed and which is going to 
be enforced under the Village Self-( iovernment Act, the \illageis aie 
made to pay for the maintenance of then police. 1 do not know what 
earthly reason can he assigned ioi exempting these i leh jieople who ha\e 
impoverished rural Bengal and win should they not be comjielled equally 
to pay for their police? 

With these words, 1 hog to support the* resolution which has been 
* moved by my friend. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: This resolution is, to my 
mind, a very mis<hievous one, though apparently it looks as innocent as 
the mover himself. One thing that strikes me is that it leads to a quanel 
between ‘Calcutta and the mufassal and my esteemed friend the Hon' lde 
Sir Henry Wheeloi has, by his sjieech, helped the mufassal jieojdc and 
is now sitting quietly enjoying the fun. There may be two ideas in Ins 
mind: one to see how we quanel and how we dmde and they rule, or 
there may be anothei that is the moie reasonable \ lew that is, that 
this ILs. -15 lakhs must conn* out of Calcutta. Mt Dutt thinks that by 
making Calcutta pay this sum, they will ho required to pay less Not 
the least, do not think so. You will be made to pay all the same. You 
will not get this 1L. -15 lakhs to he utilised in the mufassal for sanita- 
tion. Novel think so. The Hon’ hie Sir Homy Wheeloi has certainly 
not given you any hojx- that this Ks. -V> lakhs, oi it may he its. 55 lakhs, 
is going to he sjient by ( Jos ei nment in the muiassal for samtaiv lmpiove- 
ments. Never think so. Why quanel o\ei nothing? Calcutta and 
the rest of Bengal is but one. ( nnecessary waste of time and unneces- 
sary quarrel. The money is ours. Wr are the .children of the soil. 
We are all one and the same and belong to the same household. Jt is 
useless quarrelling over nothing 

As regal ds the liability of Calcutta to pay, I think that it is well 
for hon’ble members to remember that so far as the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion is concerned, we have come absolutely to the end of our tether 
Under the Act, the maximum rate which can he levied is 2d j>er cent, 
and our esteemed Chairman, Mr. Payne, reminds me about the 2 ]»er 
cent, more for the Calcutta Improvement Trust. Thus the maximum 
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rate amounts to 25 per cent. We are now levying 19$ per cent. We 
have come up to the topmost rung of the ladder. If we have got to 
pay Rs. d5 lakhs, plus something every year which the Hon’ble Sir 
Hem y Wheeler has not got to collect, you will expect that in that 
matter you will not have the opposition of the whole Council. It is the 
poor people that wdll shout; if they are to pay Rs. 10 lakhs, Rs. 20 lakhs, 
go on ad infinitum. The result will be this: We are now levying 
19$ per cent, lyid if we add 7 per cent, more it becomes 26$ per cent, iar 
more than what is provided in the Act, far more than the people of 
Calcutta can pay. But you may very well say, “ we do not care if you 
have reached the topmost limit of taxation.” That is very good. So 
long as you come to Calcutta, drink our first class water and use our 
sewage, you may choose or can afford to be ungrateful, but you must 
remember that but for this splendid town and the great improvements 
in its public health, where will these mulassal gentlemen, who are 
suffering from malaria or other diseases, go to if they want to recoup 
tin'll* health? Calcutta has not been doing an\ good to them. You 
simply say, ” let Calcutta pay.” I shall be the last person to suggest 
t hat we have a right to be selfish. Oh, no! If we are paid our dues 
by flie Government, we have not the slightest objection to pay this. 
Rs. Ilf) lakhs, plus something or plus something. Let them pa\ us the 
excise re\enue. Let them pa\ us a poition of t lie income-tax. We 
shall do all these. Otherwise, whole will the monc\ tome tunii? 

Ms esteemed friend is a menibei of the Bai hole He is a mulassal 
man. He will ha \ e to pa\ hoie and will ha\e to pay tlieie also. The 
gentleman was born in the mulassal but brought up in a town. Bengal 
is one. Interest is the same. 1 he difference is merely nominal, simply 
an eye-wash. Let it not be divided into two--Calcutta and non-Cal- 
cutta. Useless fight ! 

There is another matter. I just thought whether 1 should support 
this resolution oi not but as a rule as it was said of Richard Cobdeu that 
whenever the Tunc* took a certain attitude, he always took the opposite 
view, so, as soon as 1 found that Go\ eminent is willing to accept this 
resolution, 1 found out that there must be something in it. I must 
opjKise it and am bound to oppose it Why is Government anxious to 
support it y L\ er\ hods can ver\ w ell see that the object is to get Rs. 115 
lakhs from Calcutta, but the Rs. 2 crores from the mufassal will alwavs 
be the same. Who will be there to oppose it? Divide the Council into 
Calcutta and non-Calcutta and make our rule more firm. I will ask mv 
friends not to listen to the friendly advice of the Hon’ble Sir Henrv 
Wheeler. Let us suffer together. Suffering together is the only chance 
of doing good to ourselves. Do not try to make yourself ultra loyal. 
We are brothers. Let us suffer together. Let us make our protests 
also together. Let us join in a common undertaking to have our own 
money for our own use, not to be beggars for our own money. That is 
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what we should do and not what you want. That is not the correct 
attitude at all. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: 1 hep to mou‘ that the question be 
now put. 

The motion was carried. 

A division was then taken with the following result : — 

AYES. 


Afzal, Nawabzada K. M. Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin. 
Ahmed, Maulvi Emaduddin. 

Ahmed, Mr. M. 

Ahmed, Maulvi Rafi Uddin. 

Ahmed, Maulvi Yakuinuddin. 

Ahmed, Munshi Jatar. 

Arnamuddin, Maulvi Knand*kar. 

Azam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamed. 
Banerjea, the Hon'ble Sir Surendra Nath. 
Banerjee, Rai Bahadur Abinash Chandra. 
Barma, Rai Sahib Panchanan. 

Biss, Mr. E. E. 

# Bompas, Mr. C. H. 

Charmakar, Babu Rasik Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Babu Kishori Mohan 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Haflzar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Shah Muhammad 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harendranath. 

Chaudhuri, the Hon'ble the Nawab Saiyid 
Nawab Alt, Khan Bahadur. 

Das, Babu Bhi&hmadev. 

Das Cupta, Babu Nibaran Chandra. 

Donald. Mr. J. 

Dutt, Mr. Ajoy Chunder. 

Dutta, Babu Annada Charan. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhushan. 

Faroqut, K. C. M. 

French, Mr. F. C. 

Chatak, Rai Sahib Nilmani 
Cupta, Mr. N- B. 

Haq, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul. 

Hopkyns, Mr. W. S. 

Huq, Maulvi Ekramul. 

Hussain. Maulvi Mahammed Madassur. 
Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Karim, Maulvi Fazlul. 

Kerr, the Hon'ble Mr. J. H. 

Khan, Babu Devendra Lai. 

Khan, Maulvi Hamid-ud*din. 


Khan, Maulvi Md. Rafique Uddin. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Lang. Mr. J. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon'ble. 

Makraniali, Munshi. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. 
Mitter. the Hon'ble Mr. P. C. 

Mukharji, Babu Satish Chandra. 
Mukherjee, Babu Nitya Dhone. 
Mukherji, Professor S. C. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu sarat Chandra. 
Mulhck, Babu Nirode Behary. 

Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. 

O’KInealy, LI. -Col. Frederick. 

O’Malley, Mr. L. S. S. 

Pahlowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Rahim, the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur. 

Rauf, Maulvi Shah Abdur. 

Ray, Babu Bhabendra Chandra. 

Ray, Kumar Stub Shekharaswar. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Upendra Lai. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 
Ray Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Babu Bijoy Prosad Singh. 

Roy, Babu Jogendra Krishna. 

Roy, Babu Nalim Nath. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaumth 
Chandra. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mohan Singh. 
Roy, Raja Maniloli Singh. 

Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath. 
Sarkar, Babu Jogesh Chandra. 

Smha, Babu Surendra Narayan. 
Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. Hassan. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Huseyn Shaheed. 
Wheeler, the Hon'ble Sir Henry. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


NOES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhone. 

Aley, Shaikh Mahboob. 

Ah. Mr. Syed Erfan. 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Bose, Mr- S- M. 

De, Babu Famndralal. 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan. 

Law, Raja Reshee Case. 

McKenzie, Mr. D. P. 

The A\ es l**ing 77 and the 


Moitra, Dr. Jatindra Nath. 
Mulliok, Babu Surendra Nath, 
pal, Rat Bahadur Radha Charan. 
Payna, Mr. C. F. 

Ray. Babu Surendra Nath. 
Sarkar, Babu Rishindra Nath. 
Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Watson-Smyth, Mr. R. M. 


Noes 17, the resolution was carried. 
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8tate Medical Faculty. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: This Council recommends to 
Government the establishment of a State Faculty of Examiners to con- 
trol the existing institutions of Homoeopathy . Ayurvedi and Ununi. 
thereby standardising the system of education followed in the several 
kinds of institutions. ” 

One of the crying needs of the day is to have as many qualified medical 
practitioners as possible with the limited resources at our command. 
Besides the Allopathist, our countrymen resort to other medical practi- 
tioners, viz., the Homoeopathist, the Kaviraj and the Hakims, but 1 am 
sorry to say that although there is no dealt h m number of these practi- 
tioners, their qualifications are hopelessly meagre and some of them do 
not at all possess even the rudimentary knowledge of medical science. 
To combat this e\il and in order that duly qualified practitioners ot 
llomu'opathy, Ayurvedi and Unani may be turned out in large numbers, 
some arrangement should be made to foster the existing institutions by 
framing a standaid of the education to be followed there. 

As regards llonuepathy there exists as many institutions as there 
are leading practitioners, the total number known being about a dozen. 
These so-called institutions bring out annually about 250 students most 
ol whom, I am afraid, have not got. even the primary knowledge* ol 
medical science, though some of them possess a high sounding diploma 
closely analogous to the degiees and diplomas ol Indian univei sitie-. 
These institutions are neither provided with the requirements necessaiy 
to impait e\en tin* prelimmaiy knowledge of medical science nor is any 
sort of discipline* maintained whereby the* regularity of attendance of 
the students as well as of the* teachers might be* secured. The final 
examinations of the candidates of these institutions are also done m 
a Nery ]K*rfunetory way m> that practically all the examinees come out 
successful. 

As regards Ayurvedi and Unani, I may state that there are practi- 
callv as many institutions as there are Kavirajes and Hakim. In view 
of the fact that a committee has recently been appointed to investigate 
tin* Ayurvedic and Fnani systems of medicine, 1 think the abo\e com- 
mittee will be able to divulge the secrets how the existing Kavirajes and 
Hakims do get their Upadhis and Khitnbs from their respective precep- 
tors. Amongst the institutions now running there are a few of them 
which may serve the purpose of turning out qualified practitioners if 
Government control them and arrange for their syllabuses of study pro- 
viding surgery, midwifery, etc. 1 may mention the name of the Ayur- 
vedi College at Fariapukur Street founded by Kaviraj Jamini Bhusan 
ltoy, m . \ , M.n., with a qualified staff, which may well serve the purpose 
of sending candidates to such examination. The Homoeopathic College 
founded by l)r. 1\ 0. Mazumdar also lias good materials to be the 
nucleus of a good Homoeopathic College. 
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The financial consideration should not be a bar against instituting 
such a faculty by Government. The examination fees will go a great 
way to meet the expenses and if the Government looks sympathetically 
on Homoeopathy, Ayurvedic and Cnani systems, 1 daresay my country- 
men will not be wanting to carry on this woik by founding good insti- 
tutions answering to requirements. 

In the above circumstances it is desirable that good institutions 
capable of turning out qualified practitioners in the aforesaid three 
systems of medicines are sadly needed for the benefit of oui pool country - 
meii. For this purpose the establishment of a State* Faculty of Kxanuneis 
will, T believe, be able to control the existing institutions and will 
ultimately make them sound ones capable of turning out qualified medi- 
cal practitioners theiebx saving the public 1mm the hands of unsciu- 
pulous men. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA S I accept much 
of what has been said by the mn\ei of this resolution, but 1 am afraid 
• 1 do not see my wax to see exe to e\e with him in regard to tin* icsolu- 
tion xxhieh be wants this House to adopt I am afianl my fnend is umlei 
some misapprehension with regard to the exact purport and the scope 
and object of the Bengal Medical Act, and the organisations which have 
been formed under it Fndei the A<t, we have got the State 
Faculty. The Stall* Faculty organises examinations of students of 
schools and colleges approx ed by the Uouncil of Mcdiial Eegist rat ion. 
That is the system which is at present in uiguc, m\ fnend will undei- 
stand that the whole of this sxsteni, and the whole of the organisation 
is based on tin* a< ccptanee of one sxsteni ol medicine h\ the State, viz , 
Allopathy. Hoimropathy has absolutely no place cithei among the 
personnel of the State Facultx or that of the Council of Medical 
Registration. Obx'iouslx, bodies (onstituted such as these, are not 
qualified to deal xvith hoimcopathic institutions or to suggest means for 
their improvement. Theiefoie, if this lesolution is accepted, organisa- 
tions will have to he formed outside flu* scope of the Bengal Medical Act. 
That is my first objection to tin* resolution. 

M y second objection is that a substantial part of tin* resolution is now 
*ub juihre. My friend has alieady leferred to the two committees, one 
dealing with the Fnam system of medicine, and .the other with the 
Ayurxedic .system The object of these committees F to suggest means 
for the restoration and improx ement of those systems. 

Therefoie, at least two-thirds of the proposition which he asks the 
House to accept is covered by these two committees, which are sitting 
to consider these two systems. It seems to me, therefore, and I am 
prepared to proreed, as far as it is possible for a Government to proceed, 
in order to sat sf\ m\ friend that I should best meet Ins views if I submit 
this resolution for the consideration of these two committees, requesting 
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them to make such recommendations as they may think fit in accordance 
with the terms of the resolution. I hope this will satisfy my friend, 
and that he will withdraw his resolution. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: After the assurance given by 
the llon’ble the Minister, I beg leave to withdraw my resolution. 

The resolution was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


Restriction, on intoxicating liquors and drugs. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: “This Council recommends to the 
Government that early action lie taken to restrict the' consumption 
of intoxicating liquois and drugs in Calcutta and Bengal on the 
following lines, viz. : — (1) the application of the principle of local 
option to municipal areas as a first step towards the full realisation 
of the policy ol self-government m ext iso administration; (2) the 
acceptance of the policy of restricted consumption by — (i) the levying 
of an enhanced duty and an mciease of retail maiket juices; {//') a 
leduction in the numbei of shops and the stiict applieation of depart- 
mental rules to the sites of shops; (??/) the limitation of hours of sale; 
and (ir) the* reduction of the issue of strength." 

This resolution is a demand for the irreducible minimum. The 
country as a whole demands total prohibition. No other subject 
commands such absolute unanimity. The Hindu, the Muhammadan, 
the Indian Christian, the Modeiate and the Extiemist, the co-opeiator 
am! the non-co-opeiator stand on a common platform so far as the 
excise jiolicy is concerned. Nothing would gi\e me greater pleasuie 
than to see Bengal pronounced “ div " to-morrow. I*»ok at lesolu- 
tjons Nos. If) and lbi. Resolution No. lo inns thus; ki This Council 
recommends to the Government that immediate stej>s be taken b\ the 
issue* ol circulars to oflieeis concerned, directing them to limit the 
number of licensed liquor shops, and otherwise to discourage the drink 
habit in Bengal, with a \ iew to total prohibition witlun 8 years," and 
resolution No. KiT runs thus: “ This Council recommends to the 
Government that a committee of memheis ot this Council, with a non- 
official majority, he appointed without delay, to consider what measuies 
may be adoj>ted to prevent any Moslem from buying oi selling wine.” 
There you have an amplification of the Muhammadan attitude towards 
the subject. 

But there are important practical considerations that have prompted 
me to adopt a policy' of restricted consumption. It .is no intention 
of mine to introduce a huge financial dislocation at a time of financial 
stringency. The Government derives an enormous revenue out of 
excise. It constitutes one-fifth of the provincial revenue. Total pro- 
hibition would mean finding 181 lakhs. 1 have, therefore, adopted in 
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my resolution a policy of restricted consumption. How is this policy 
to be translated into action 'r 

The very first step is the adoption of the principle of local option 
in municipal areas. The settled policy of the Government in excise 
administration is maximum of revenue with minimum of consumption. 
I have no desire to enter into the thorny question as to whether Hie 
Government has succeeded in carrying out its policy. The Govern- 
ment thinks it has; the people think it has not. The jieople think 
the policy has signally failed The enormous increase m lesenue means 
a \ ery appreciable ineiease in consumption. The’ Government sn\s, 
and says emphatically, re\enue is not its primary considmation. The 
people say, and say emphatically, revenue is the primary consideration 
with the Government. 

The excise policy of tin* Government is not the policy of the people 
of the countiy. We want restricted consumption and we do not mind 
if it means a shrinkage in levenue. Our ultimate goal is total pio- 
h i hi t ion and we are praying foi the day when the whole of the excise 
•levenue will be blotted out of our pnnineial budget. It certainly 
means taking a huge lespoiisibility , but we aie doing it with our eyes 
wide ojK»n. The working out of such an ideal will, peihaps, pave the 
way fojf taxation m certain other directions We would tfai Tat hoi 
sec that that is done than to he a part\ to a revenue which is deinel 
at the exjiense of the physical detenoi at ion , the intellectual stagnation 
and the moral ruination of a people In a matter like this, the voice 
of the people must he the determining far tor Kxc lse is no longer a 
leseived subject. It is a transferred subject and the \oiee of the jieoplc 
must prevail here In my resolution I have, therefore, indicated t!c 
first step. That first step is the application of the principle of local 
option to municipal areas I consider it to he a very modest demand 
Theie are large sections of jieople who will feel I have not gone far 
enough I have already given my reason. I have no desue to bring 
about a financial crisis. 

The TTon’hle Minister has alreacL issued a com nnnnqvc m which 
he has enunciated his excise |>oliev. His attitude towards this imjHirt- 
ant matter is reflected there We are deeph grateful to him His 
wliole attitude is quite sy rnpathetic. He is the representative of tin* 
people and it is his-jmrainount duty to take the jieople into his full 
confidence. Tn a matter like this his jHrliey must be determined by the 
w ill of the people. 

I have, therefore, advocated the principle of local option. The 
Punjab Gouncil has alieady adopted this principle T he Madras Temper- 
ance Rill, based on local option, is on the legislative an\il there and I 
have every reason to believe that it will be passed into luw\ The 
Assam Council has accepted total prohibition in ten years. 
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It may he said there is the provision for Licensing )Boards and 
Excise Advisory Committees. Here you have the testimony of a non- 
official member of the Licensing Board for the Calcutta district — 

The purpose for which the Licensing Board was created, to introduce an element 
of public control, has never been realised. The officials have always had a majority 
and Revenue authorities have decided matters. The influence of the Collector has 
been much too strong and the Board has not been a real licensing authority at all. 
It lias not had anything to do with wholesale licenses, it has not had anything to clo 
with the choice of vendors , it has not had anything to do with the settlement of 
hours of sate or the strength at which liquor should he sold. It has never been able 
to influence the department so that the consumption of liquor and drugs was really 
restricted 1 

What does fliis go to show v If goes to show this that the jiopular 
control lias been practically ml Now, what is wanted is the applica- 
tion of the piineiple of local option. That is our irreducible minimum. 
If tin* Reforms realls mean self-government by the people, here is a 
sphere in which it can he granted. 

The only argument that up] tears to have weight is that this policy 
interferes with personal liberty and the majority want to tyrannise 
o\ or the minonty. This is what the drinkers of the United States 
are saying. But social welfare is quite as important as individual 
pleasure and, in many matters, as in the case of dealing with o;h< i 
]>oisons, the control of the majority over the liberty of the minority is 
not regarded as unfair. The real question is: Ts if an evil? That is 
the crucial point If so, such a tyranny is justifiable The Govern- 
ment admits it is an c\il. or else it would not advocate minimum con- 
sumption; it would not advocate the policy of raising taxation as high 
as possible; it would not he prepared to reduce t lie number of shops, 
tdc. It. is a clear admission that it is a social evil and, as such, must 
he done away with. We cannot perpetuate an evil for ever. 

The Uouncil here adjourned for fifteen minutes. 

The Council reassembled at (>-30 i\m. 

Professor S. C. MUKHERJI: Now 1 pass on to the second part of 
ni\ resolution. The four {Hunts mentioned theie are not against the 
declared policx of Go\ enmieu t . But tins jH)liey is based on a vitiated 
principle. That piineiple is set forth in the Bengal Government resolu- 
tion, No 132*2 S.R., dated the 4th August, 1914. The following 
sentence occurs in paragraph f> of that resolution:— 

The Government of India have no desire to interfere with the habits of those who 
use alcohol in moderation ; this is regarded as outside the duty of Government .iml 
it is necessary to make due provision for the needs of such persons 

Or. in other words, the* principle is the Government exists for the 
moderate* drinker. It thinks its duty to supply drink and drugs to 
him. It must not. do anything which would cause any hardship to 
the moderate drinker. This vitiated principle regulates the operation 
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of the various means mentioned in the resolution. Whether it he the 
question of enhancing duty or mci easing of retail prices, or whether 
it be the question of reducing shops or limiting hours of sale, the whole 
thing must be so managed as not to put the moderate drinker to any 
trouble or hardship. 

We are up in arms against such a principle. Drinks and drugs 
are not necessaries of life. This parental solicitude on tin* part of the 
Government for the moderate drinker is inexplicable to us To us the 
moderate drinker of to-day is the eoufirined dimkei of to-morrow. We 
want the Government to abandon this principle and to apply the means 
without any reference to the niodeiate drinker. This will certainly 
mean a change in tin* mentality of the Go\ernmeni . Hut it will mean 
a great boon to the country m the sha]>e of restricted consumption. 
Wliai is needed is to make those who drink and take* dings pay mini’ 
hea\ily for their so-called pleasures, deal more drastically with 
numbers of simps and sites, to reduce the liouis o{ sale and to lowei 
the issue-strength of alcohol. 

The resolution contemplates an uigent and much needed social 
letoim This is the civmg need of the hour. I ap]>cal to the Govern- 
ment to come to on i leseue, to lespeet our wishes and to save out 
jK‘o]»le I a]>]H»al to tin* Ilon'ble Minister to lise t c » the occasion and 
to uphold the chciished traditions ol the country 1 appeal to him to 
identify himself with ns m the mattci and help us m out struggle. 
It will mean the sahatmn of thousands of families m this province. 
Ills name will go down to posterity as ,i gloat henefaclot of humanity 
I apjieal to the Council to adopt this resolution without, a single dis- 
sentient \oice. W e aie the at credited representatives of lo millions 
of jieople Let us Ik- true t c» the gieat tiust rejvosed m us. 

Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: I wish to amend my resolution 
in the following form : — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government, that immediate steps 
bo taken by the issue of circulars to officers concerned, directing them 
to limit the number of licensed liquor shops, and otherwise to dis- 
courage the drink habit in Bengal, with a view' to total prohibition within 
as short a period as practicable." 

The PRE8IDENT : You are permitted to make tin* alteration. 

Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: Tt is with a full sense of res- 
ponsibility and not without a keen appreciation of the difficulties that 
the Government w T ill have to encounter if total prohibition lx* adopted 
in Bengal, that T rise to-day to mo\e this resolution. My learned 
friend. Professor Mukherji, has also just moved a resolution on the same 
subject. But Professor Mukherji’s view-point is quite different from 
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that of mine. I want total prohibition. Professor Mukherji’s is an 
elaboration of the present excise policy of the Government of Bengal, 
V.e., so to exercise the excise law as would produce the maximum of 
revenue from a minimum of consumption. 

Mv resolution goes to the root of the evil of the drink system. 
What I want to impress ujwni the Government is the necessity of recog- 
nising total prohibition of t lie manufacture, importation and sale of 
intoxicating liquor as the ultimate aim of their excise policy. 

All sound legislations are the outcome of the solicitude of the Govern- 
ment for the welfare of the governed. And the most convincing pleas 
for self-determination of nations and of the institution of national 
Governments derive their greatest momentum from the fact that the 
natives of a country know best what legislation would be most con- 
ducive* to the* welfare of their country. The success of the Reforms 
must dcjiend on how* far tin* elected representatives of the people are 
enabled to determine and fashion the future policy of the country. 
And so with no uncertain voice wc must let the Executive* Govern- 
ment kriow r what the inhabitants of the province, rich or |>oor, 
irrespective of race and religion, think of tin* drink problem in Bengal. 

1 do not believe that there is any section of responsible Indian opinion 
that has not clearlv and without ambiguity declared itself for the total 
prohibition of the* liquor traffic in Tndia at the earliest jiossihlo date 
I do not press the time-limit of three \cais as the essence of mv reso- 
lution. All T aim at is to make* the Go\ eminent realise its duty of 
making Bengal dry within as short a period as practicable 

T need not inflict a homily on you as to the necessity for total pro- 
hibition in Bengal. The evil (‘fleets of intoxicating drinks are well 
known. Both the great religions of India, Hinduism and Islam, con- 
demn the drink habit in no uncertain terms. In former times all legis- 
lation used to draw' its sanction from religion; but at this late 
day of the world religious considerations alone are seldom allowed to 
interfere with the course of legislation But though religion is no more 
an apparent factor in law-making, vet its Intent influence on -the law r - 
makers is quite well known Therefore T do not think it will be quite 
out of place if T just quote what the Hindu religion and the Muham- 
madan religion have to say on this question of temperance. Ancient 
Hindu legislators are quite positive on this point The greatest of 
TTindu Munis and leaders of thought in the past condemned drinking. 

“Mad ya (wine, oven of the superior kind) should not he drunk by anybody, or 
given to anybody, or accepted by anybody ” 

“A twice_bom man who has (intentionally) drunk, through delusion of mind, 
(the spirituous liquor called) Sura shall drink that liquor boding hot ; when his bodv 
has been completely scalded by that, he is freed from his guilt Or he may drink 
cow’s urine, water, milk, clarified butter or liquid cowdung boiling hot until he dies ” 

The Buddhistic Scriptures strongly condemn the use of intoxicating liquors and 
drugs by the followers of the creed. 
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Of the pancha-sila which is incumbent on all professing the religion of Buddha, 
the fifth one prohibits the use of drinks and drugs altogether It runs as follows — 
sura me ray a majja pamadatthana \eramani sikkhapadam samadiyanu 

“The use of all sorts of intoxicating or spirituous liquors or drugs is the road to 
death. I accept this instruction.” 

Buddhism says that the use of all sorts of intoxicating 1 and spirituous 
liquors or drugs lead to death. As to Islam, once an agent of an 
international federation of temperance workers requested the late Sn 
Saved of Aligarh to join their their 01 gaisation. Sn Naxedhs retort was 
that he belonged to the gieatest Temperance Federation of the world 
and that he was a Mussulman. The Koranic writers aie quite chair on 
this point. 

() you who believe * intoxicants and games of (fiances and (sacrificing tol stones 
set up and (dividing by) arrows are only an uncleanness, the de\d‘s vuuk, .shun it 
therefore that you may be successful — Al-maidali (90) 

They ask you about intoxicants and games of chance Sa\ In both of thorn 
theie is a great bin and means of profit for men, and then sm is gt enter than then- 
profit — Al-Bagma (219). 

This much as in the attitude of the Hindus and Moslems to the drink 
problem. I believe that our Uhristian and Kuropean friends in India 
are also not without sympathy for the <ausc <d tctn|H'Tancc The acti- 
\ities of the Rev Anderson of the Calcutta Temperance Federation and 
of the Rev. Andrews of the Anglo-Indian League of Temjieranee go to 
show how earnest some of our Christian luelhren sire m the cause of 
temperance. Sir, as I ha\e said before, religious considet at ions alone 
cannot guide the course of legislation in the modern woild We ought 
to look to the rationale of the question and we must judge the question 
on its merits The curse of the drink habit has been full \ i calmed 
in the West. The West which had so long been given to inveterate 
drinking, that West has now lealised the evil effects of it. The United 
States of America have gone <lr\ — completely di\. The law of pro- 
hibition has been incorporated in tin* constitution of tin* American 
Republic and those who know the constitution of the American Republic 
know what that means. In Canada, a part of tin* glofious Biitish 
Empire, in the Prince Edward island they have adopted complete pro- 
hibition. In 1908, Iceland by a populai 'vote resolved to prohibit the 
manufacture, importation and salt* of intoxicating liquor. In N orwav, 
nearly half the towns adopted piohibition under the law of 1900. In 
Belgium and Switzerland, the manufacture and imjxntat ion of absinthe 
was forbidden in 1908. In Australia and New Zealand and other paits 
of the British Empire the prohibition movement is, T believe, gaining 
fast ground; and I would not be surprised if one fine morning T read 
in the pajiers that thev have gone altogether drv. If that is the attitude 
of the West— the West that was so long given to drinking and where 
the climatic <onditions might allow indulgence in moderate drinking, 
I do not know what attitude shall India take 


T 



294 


LIQUORS AND DRUGS. 


[31st Auo. 


Whatever sides of human life and activities you consider, you will 
find that evil effects of drink are manifest. All the eminent medical 
practitioners of Europe are unanimous in their verdict of the deleterious 
effect of drink on the health and physical constitution of the people. 
Sir Fredeiiok Treves, Bart., k.c.v.o., c\b., f.r.c.s., Surgeon with His 
Majesty the King-Emperor and llis Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 
says : — 

The train of physical wreckage that lies m the wake of drunkenness is, unfortun- 
ately, a matter of too common knowledge. 

And he says furthei — 

-Alcohol in distinctly a poison and it is a poison which like other poisons has 
certain uses hut the limitation in the use of alcohol should he as strict as the limit- 
ation of the use of any other kind of poison. 

There arc cdhci medical men, viz., Sir Thomas Barlow, Sir Victor 
Horsley, Piofcssoi (i. Sims Woodhead, and many others, who speak of 
I ho delclcnous effect of alcohol on the human constitution. Dr. J. 
Kellogg says — 

While ;k ute disease is usually the result of accident or infection, c hronic disease 
is for the* most part due to the breakdown of the vital machine as the cumulative 
effects of uuhiologic habits Between the ages of 20 and 24 years, three hundred 
men die for eveiy hundred women , and 20 years later nearly four times as many 
men as women die liom diseases of the heart and blood vessels The large use of 
alcohol and the general use of tobacco by men would seem to he a large factor in 
causing the gi eat difference in the mortality rate 

Then, Sir, there are those who say that moderate drinking does not 
do any harm. Well, the\ say, “ half a pint of beer will not do any 
harm.” Yes, hut ” half a pint to-day means half a pin t to-morrow, 
and the next day, and the next, and so on, day after day, week after 
week, month after month, and year after year. Nay. it often means 
more than that. The halt-pint for dinner paves the way for the half- 
pint, for supper; the half-pmt this year often means a pint next year, 
or, in too many cases, half-pint after half-pint, or even pot after pot.” 

With the ruin of the physical health, the deray of the mental health 
sots in. Kormeily, it was believed that drinking promoted the clear- 
ness of the mental vision, otherwise, argued the unbelievers, how was 
it that the geniuses of the world, the greatest of the artists and the 
men of letters were great boozers? Well, we are not geniuses and 
we may leave them aside and take the average man, average mortals 
like ourselves. What does the scientific 1 analysis go to show — it shows 
that drinking has a lmd effect on the mental powers of man. 
Clearness of vision is lost, mental grasp is lost, concentration of powers 
of clear thinking are lost and every thing that goes for mental health 
is lost. When the physical health is ruined and the mental balance 
lost, deterioration of morals gains ground fast apace. The investiga- 
tions of the Criminal Investigation Department of America and Europe 
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establish what close connection there is between criminality and drun- 
kenness. What is true of America and Europe is also true of 
India. Who can say what number of homes and family lives have been 
ruined by the intemperance of even a single member of a family. 
The money that is wasted on drinks, if saved, could do something 
towards relieving the bare necessities of life. 

So, in the name of the future health of our nation, and of the moral, 
mental and social welfare of our country, we exjH'ct that total 
prohibition should be accepted for Bengal. Recently there was a simi- 
lar resolution moved in the (Vntral Piovmees Council and the 
Hon’ble Minister, Mr. Chitnuvis, declared on behalf of the Go\ eminent 
that, in view of the strong Indian opinion m fax our of total absten- 
tion, Government was ready to accept the principle that prohibition 
was the ultimate goal of its excise policx If that was the cane in the 
Central Provinces, what is Bengal going to do? In the Central Pro- 
vinces the Government will have to sacrifice* 2(» pet cent of tin* total 
revenue, whereas, if we have* to sacrifice anything at all w<* will 
have to sacrifice 5-2 per cent Theiefore, 1 believe that prohibition 
should bo our ultimate goal as well ui this country. 

Now. I would meet some of llmse arguments stock arguments 
generally — that are advanced against total prohibition. There is a first, 
set of those who do not beliexe in the necessity — and even if 
necessity be conceded — of the practicability of a prohibition law. They 
hold that if one wants to have a drink he will always lx* able to haxe 
it. Thev beliexe that it is impossible to have a prohibition law as a 
practical measure* in the country We* must, lmxx'ox’cr, see* what has 
been done in America, and we must judge* things bv the* insults 
achieved there. In America, xxe find that the* prohibition law is going 
to be enforced and that it can easily be enforced With \our jiermis- 
sion, I would like to read a fe*w extracts redating to the* results of 
prohibition in America. The Governor of the* Washington State* says — 

Prohibition in Washington three years shows satisfactory economic, moral and 
industrial benefits. Criminals m jails materially reduced, hank deposits steadily 
increased, satisfactory business ami industrial growth Enforcement good Voters 
adopted prohibition, three elections by heavily increased majorities. 

Birmingham, Alabama, reports as follow's: — 

nu r, 1 9i n r«in t 

Population (t stirnated) ... ••• 17, r >0O0 231,577 

Tax rate ... ... ... 1 per cent. 1 per cent. 

Numlier of police ... ... 178 1?1 

Arrests, all causes ... .. 20 975 11,849 

When the country went drv. the Mayor of Atlanta stated — 

We have had prohibition beginning with the year 1000 Prohibition in the State 
and in this city during these years has been an unmixed blessing Tt was and is an 

T 1 
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industrial and racial necessity, aside from every moral question involved Its adop- 
tion lias reduced (rune, drunkenness, disorder, corruption and industrial unrest. It 
has made lor efficient, good order, good business, good morals and inc leased 
prosperity. The law is sustained by the overwhelming sentiment of the people and 
is enforced as vigorously and sympathetically as any other law The people of 
Georgia and the city of Atlanta, that is, the majority of them, do not loi a moment 
consider the return to the previous condition 

These facts 1 think will convince if any convincing is necessary. I 
submit that with the help of the present highly efficient Excise 
Service*, t I k* Police Department and the Village Union Boards, it will 
not he very difficult to carry into effect any prohibitive law that this 
Council might pass. The difficulty of administering such law in Bengal 
is not so great as in the West. In Bengal the* d l ink habit is not wide- 
spicad and ingrained in the constitution of th(* jieople. So if tlu* ques- 
tion oi measuies he taken and action concentrated on the mill aieas 
in and around Calcutta, the* distuct oi Midnapore and some paits of 
Chittagong, it will lie easy to stop at least nine-tenths of the illicit 
t i aflic in licpior. 

There is anothei set ol people who asseit that the* State* has no light 
to interfere* with the* libeity of action of the individuals which was the* 
greatest cry raised in the* West. If such plea he carried to its logical 
end it would he a negation of all legislative enactments. If for the 
welfare* of its inhabitants, a State* has no light to enact a prohibition 
law, I ask what right has it to make* bigamy criminal oi for < lie matter 
of that to hamper mdmdual 1 1 lie* 1 1 y of speech and lice* action of 
individuals in the* name of sedition and iebellion v ( )i for the matter 
of that why did the* Government of India in the past put a s*op 
t ) Suttee and infanticide v Well, if these laws could he passed which 
put a (dog to individual liberty’, prohibition <*an also he passed Ml 
laws aie* meant to promote the* welfare* of the* nation at large* and foi 
that matte*! we ha\e to impose some haidship on some jrrsems and 
lor the welfare of the nation as a whole* I think wu* ought to pass that 
law. 

But, Sir, the ie*al opposition would come* tiom the Europea i commu- 
nity of Calcutta and of Bengal and sjiecially of Calcutta and from the 
Go\e*rmnont of Bengal on the* score* of the* threatened loss of ie\emio. 
The* opposition from the* European eommunitx is sure to influence the 
attitude of the* Government. Sir, will the influence of the European 
liquor vested interest and of the European consumers of liquor ted Y so 
lmiedi oil the Government of Bengal*'' The* Rev. Anderson has pre- 
dicted — “ India may find that through her connection with Britain; 
the ideal of prohibition will be realised b\ slow degrees,” and I might 
add not till England becomes a con\ert to prohibition. I ask the 
Government are they geiing to pay so much attention to the* ei of 
the Euroj>ean community as te> withstand the pressure of all shades of 
Indian opinion and of a considerable body of European as well? When 
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the United States of America wanted to be diy it eould Ik* dry, no 
extraneous consideration influenced its course. And 1 shall not Ik* sur- 
prised it on a fine morning I learn that Australia, New Zealand and 
Canada have gone dry. Hut these aie tree countiies and sclf-gox crnmg 
dominions and India is a dependency ! And, Sn, I again ask it India 
will be allowed to become dry it her jH*ople so determine:' 

The consideration ot revenue is a real consideration. And we can 
well appreciate the consternation with which a Government with a 
deficit balance sheet looks to the threatened loss ot about Its 'J c tores 
or about 5*2 ot the total revenue. In Mew ot the present deficit, no 
( fovei nment , I can well conceive, can think ot adopting piohihition 
law. I would theretoie ask that Ibotessor Mukherji's lesidution lit* 
given effect to at once and let my lesolution be accepted as the nle.il 
towaids which we have to work. All ciedit is due to tin* Kxeise De- 
partment m its endea\out to secure a maximum ot ie\enue tiom a 
minimum ot consumption And though there me oxer-zealous office!. s 
who would do anything to increase the ext 1st* revenue, yet it must be 
recognised that tin* Kxcise Depmtment as a whole has riot encomaged 
the dunk habit m Bengal The defect is, hoxvexei, in the system 
itself. We do not want the maximum ot lexenue with tin* minimum ot 
consumption. We know that it causes no haidship to the niodeiate 
consuim*! tmt we want total piohihition The statistic ot in cut xears 
show tiiat t tie consumption of count ry spirit is getting higher The 
following are the figures: — 

Y* ,ir t O' 1 "* " l«'f 

it* i r*«i 


UH 1 17 
11*17-18 
i tnH-iy 
1 ‘.M ‘.*-‘20 

tUJil-iM 


G 2*. Iff t 
7,oi i , r isr, 
7.%,'.* 72 

7 r.r, 7 

7 a’*,. r M 2 


The cle arance re]M>it of the Uustom House also shows that t lie lmjxntu- 
tion of foreign liquor has increased. And as tin* defect is in t fie 
excise policy of the (iovemment we cannot expect any appieoiable im- 
provement of the ]K)sition until the* whole Mew-point is changed and 
piohihition adopted as the i<h*al — ideal not only on paj»er. but towards 
which the Government would reallv work 

Sn, the real issue in mk )i a case is whether the (ioxernment is 
pist lfied in setting a premium on vice*, a Mee that eats into tin* v e iv 
vitals of the people What we want is that the Government should 
dissociate itself from the stigma attached to it on its connection with 
the trade in excisable articles. 

Sir, tin* nascent spirit of Indian nationality and self-respect has 
Wn awakened in the people. The people themselves me struggling 
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hard to free themselves from the grip of the drink habit and the effect 
of the struggle is evident in the diminished intakings of the various 
provincial Governments. By July last there was a fall of Rs. 46 lakhs 
in the Central Provinces and Rs. 30 lakhs in Behar on the estimated 
excise revenue of the provinces. And though I have no information 
about Bengal as a whole, 1 think that in the mill areas in and around 
Howrah the consumption has diminished by half. So if the people are 
earnest, as is evident from the statistics, should not the Government 
help the people to fight the drink question ? Should any petty con- 
sideration of revenue stand in the way of Government helping the people 
to free themselves from the scourge of the drink habit? Therefore, I 
want that Government should adopt prohibition as its ultimate policy. 
Probably there will be difficulty in obtaining the sanction of the Gov- 
ernment of India to this policy; but if the Government of India refuse 
their sanction about foreign liquor let us wash our hands clean and let 
the res}H>nsibility vest on the Government of India. I have done. 
With these remarks I commend my resolution to the acceptance of this 
House. 

Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till Thursday, the 1st September, 
1921, at 3 p.m. at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



1921 .] 


LIQUORS AN1) DRUGS. 


299 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall , 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 1st September, 1921, at d r.M. 


Present: 

The Dou ble the Ui evident , tin* Dou ble the lorn l'Aeiutive Membeis 
of Government, the Don hie the three Ministers and lid nominated 
and elected mem tiers. 


Restriction on intoxicating liquors and drugs. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: 1 think the Government ought to 
he as much anxious lor the moral well-being, moral elevation oi the 
jieople committed to their chaige, as for their material prosjieiity In 
fact the two ought, to run parallel to one anothei. Assuming that 
proposition to be correct, 1 think the two resolutions maiked seem to 
he very oppoitune. I wish that the day is not far distant when the 
excise revenue oi the piovmee will he a negligible quantity and the 
Finance Member of the Government will not count ujnui that levenue 
{ ()1 the administration of the province. 1 think sonic of mv friends aie 
aware of the fact that a hand of so-called philan t hi opists, souk* iiiciiiIk-is 
n f Parliament — Messrs. Peas A ('o— vveie mstiumental in (ompdling 
the Government of this countiv to sacrifice the levenue derived tiom 
the sale of opium to China. It that could he done, 1 really cannot 
understand whv we should not prepare ourselves to make a sacrifice of 
revenue for the good of our country men. If there is anv department 
of Government with which we should willingh and gladlv non-co- 
o per ate it is this. We all, no doubt, advocate that there should he no 
restrictions put upm the jHMsonal liberty of the subject by Govein- 
ment. But in this matter all such restrictions would he only too 
welcome. 1 am not in a position to state whether the drink habit 
is on the increase throughout the province*, hut this I (an say, from 
my experience of the null aiea of this province, that it is vei\ much 
on the increase, and that poor ]>eople spun! a good pirtion of what 
they earn in drinking. The ancient law -givers of India have all inter- 
dicted the use of spirituous liquors among the two e-horn castes. For 
them to take wine is tantamount to commit homicide. Whether it be 
dram drinking or drinking till the bottom of the Irottle is parallel to 
the roof, the result is the same. Divine Shakespeare has said, in 
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speaking* of wine, “ il thou hast not any other name I shall call thee 
devil.” I know that in some of the Native States of India if a Brah- 
min drinks wine he is excommunicated from society, he is considered 
as an out caste. 

These are my views on the drink question generally. 

I therefore congratulate the Ilon’hle Memhei in charge of the 
Department of Agricultnie and Industries for the sympathetic attitude 
sis shown in the rum munn/ur of Government issued m yesterday’s 
daily papers. The resolution of i'rolessor Mukherji has been antici- 
pated in some matters, such as fixing the number of shops and putting 
a limitation on the houis of sab*. I am, however, sorry to learn that 
in Calcutta the Advisory Boaid has not worked satisfactorily. If that 
be so, I hope the Government will issue special instructions so that, 
m future, the opinion of the non-ofiieial members of the Advisory Board 
ma\ be respected, nay, acted up to. I ought to state that my experi- 
ence of these Advisory Boards is quite different. As chairman ot an 
important municipality just on the borders of Calcutta, I have been 
a member of these Boards ever since their constitution, and my experi- 
ence 1 is that the opinion of the non-official gentlemen have invariably 
been given effect to. 1 know of no single* instance when our recom- 
mendations have* not. be*e*n eariied out or that a shop for the* sale* of 
intoxicants has been opened m opposition to our wishes or at a place 
not fixe*d by us. If that be in a place neai Calcutta why should it be 
otherwise m Calcutta. 

Now as regards the* question ot local option, 1 think it is time that 
there* should be* a beginning. If not all municipalities, let some of the 
municipalities be given this privilege. Let us see how it works. Idle 
Government cannot say nay to it. The Government would simply act 
according to its past traditions it it accepts this suggestion. Let the 
voice of the people be the determining factor m the matter of the sale 
of all intoxicants. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: I must confess 
that it is harellv necessary for me te> sav anv thing more on the resolu- 
tions, which are under discussion, after the eloquent ami exhaustive 
speeches to which we listened last night. But, Sn , as I have all along 
identified mvself with the cause, which the propositions represent, I 
consider it to be mv duty to say a few words in suppoit of them, instead 
of recording a mere silent vote. Besides, it is a cause, which I think, 
is no less conducive to the well-being and prosperity of our country- 
men than any question which may rightly claim the attention of this 
Uouncil. 

At the very outset, I desire to congratulate my friend, Mr. Rahman, 
on the gallant fight which he put up last night. His speech was really 
illuminating and Ins survey of the whole situation hi ought out usefiB 
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tacts and figures But as m\ fneiid himself admitted that his resolu- 
tion is more idealistic than realistic. 1 will himiedh pass on to 
Professor Mukherji' s resolution. 

Whereas Mr. Rahman has probably m view suc h American measures 
as might be said to have emanated, more 01 less, horn the Maine Liquor 
Law of America which was passed m that great countrs with 1 h 1 1 1 \ - 
nine othei protectee and piohibiti\e statute's, Professor Mukherji, 
jierhaps, draws his inspiration tiom such broad oiigmal mcasims ot 
Kiodand as Sir Wilfoid hasawon's Permissixe Bill, which took Parlia- 
mentary form, blit was subsequently replaced b\ wliat is known in 
Histor\ as the Local Option Resolution, winch was thrice atliimed b\ 
by the House of Coniinons. 

Sir, I may, peihaps say , without the least feat ot contradiction, 
that enemies as well as inends of the* Bntish ( io\eninu*nt believe that 
there is considerable loom foi impio\emeiit in its present system of 
excise administration. That cheapness m the' price* of liquor and other 
intoxicants bnng them within the eas\ teach of a la i g* inmibci of con- 
sumers and theieh\ increase* the* consumption admits of no doubt. 
Retail market prices should, thuiofore, be meieased 

It has been fiom time* to time suggested by the* supporters o) the 
excise* policy of the (io\ei ninent that the* enoimoiis mcieasc* m the c*\cist* 
re'venue was due to and eleaily ic*tlc*ctc*d tin* prospeinus condition of the* 
]K*ople, but in reality it. had nothing to do with then financial improve- 
ment. 

What Piolessoi Mukh(*iji has asked for constitutes a most modest 
demand and. m m\ opinion, it is essential that t lit* licpioi hours .should 
lie further cm tailed by such a measure as the London chink curfew, 
a flesh cl u t \ should be imposed and a \eto should be* placed in the hands 
of the i atepa \ ei s, so that they could successfully combat, the* e*\il of 
diunkenness by remowng the* temptation liom tlieir \mnity. 1 flunk 
it is my duty to say that I ha \ c no sympathy, and this Council also 
should have no sympathy, with those who take* sheltet undei tin* great 
Temperance c'ause only with a \ic*w to hung about, what I may call, a 
financial ciisis, which should by all means lx* avoided in the intc*ic*.st of 
good (lover ninent. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: 1 ha\o gieat 
pleasuie in suppoiting the* ic'solution of Professqt Mukherji. I would 
like to discuss this in a businesslike manner. Professor Mukherji 
wishes the Council to consider the application of the* principle of local 
option. The practice hitherto ohser\c*d is that the* wishes of the* jnople 
are consulted to a considerable extent by the local authority. There 
is annually an inquiry oi investigation by the local bodies, such as, 
for example, mufassal municipalities, local boaids, etc. A list of 
liquor shops are prepared and scrutinised by the local bodies and also 
by the official members who attend these bodies. The sites of the 
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liquor shops are also selected, the ratepayers are also consulted and 
objections are listened to by the local bodies and official members. The 
great principle, therefore, of local option is adopted. Professor 
Mukherji wishes to explain the principle. I have no objection to that 
and 1 do press upon the attention oi the Council that, if the ratepayers 
or the residents of locality are directly consulted, much good will come 
out of it. It would be far bettei if the local body as well as ratepayers 
are all consulted as to the application of the principle of local option. 
This matter demands the consideration of the official members of the 
Committee. The sites to be selected are the principal question for dis- 
cussion in the mufussal committees. If any particular site is selected 
at a great distance, it is objectionable sometimes. If' the site is selected 
in the heart oi villages and towns, then it is also objectionable but some- 
times allowed. Therefore, on the principle oi local option, the great 
question to be consideied is the situation oi the sites of the shops. And 
if this is settled partially that principle is allowed. I hope that may be 
allowed. If that principle is to be accepted m toto, I submit to the 
Council that the Minister in chaige will consider whether it would be 
difficult to apply the same As a rule, t he Chairmen of the local 
bodies, viz., municipalities, local boards, are assisted by Commissioners 
or the members of the local board. To abolish the drink at once wiH 
be a difficult thing. We live m modern times. The preaching of the 
moralists that drinking habit should be gi\en up will be very difficult 
to iollow by those who are addicted to drinking. Secondly, if X()ll 
gradually proceed on, we hope to succeed hereafter, keeping an eve on 
the high and noble ideals set by other nations. Take the case pf (lima.. 
We hear that e\er\thing is all light there now; but was it done b\ a 
single stroke of the ]h»ti ? It required a good deal oi concentration; and 
a cautious and gradual step had brought about the improvement theie 
in China. The learned mover of the second 1 evolution said that it 
should he done at once. To take immediate steps to kill the drink 
will not he possible. Consequently my humble suggestion is to pro- 
ceed gradually and the day is not far distant when we may find Bengal 
almost free from drink. If drastic measures are taken for the immedi- 
ate and total prohibition of drink, our efforts will not he crowned with 
success. They will l>e doomed to failure. 1 therefore support the 
resolution of Professor Mukherji. 

Maulvi EMADUDOIN AHMED: 1 support the resolutions which 
have hoen moved by Professor Mukherji and Mr. Kazan r Rahman. The 
resolution that has been moved In the latter is a very wise one It 
this resolution is aeeepted, we may expeet that within a very short 
time the drinking habit will be done away with in Bengal. I know 
Sir, that the wheels of Government move slowly. I also know Sir' 
that this is the unanimous verdict of the country that the drinking 
habit should be done away with. The country to a certain extent has 
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prepared itself to get rid ot the di inking habit. Mr. It ah wan asks 
only that within a shoit peuod it might be done away with. Wise 
heads there are in the Government, ljet them put tlieir heads together 
and formulate a definite policy that within a definite period the drink- 
ing evil should be done away with. Every one knows the evil affects 
of drunkenness and how big zanundars lune become lieggurs by giving 
way to drinking. I know that the re\enue of the Governnu*nt would 
suffer but theie are wise heads m the Government and let them formu- 
late financial policy and. it \ou add a little to the tax, 1 do not think 
the taxpayer would mind it it by that way the dunking evil may be 
put a stop to. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: After the elaborate and 
erudite treatment of the question by my fiiend Mr. Razaur Rahman Khan 
I do not think any long speech is necessan m suj>poit ot the lesolution 
J am surpjised to find that my tiicnd Raja Manmatha Nath ('houdhwiy 
has thought fit to charactense the resolution as “ idealistic ” even after 
the amendment made by the mover. The resolution, no doubt, holds 
out an ideal to be realised m as shoit a time as practicable, but how it can 
be < onstrued as a piopo-ml to “ kill the dunk forthwith,’' as Rai Baha- 
dur Mahendia ( handia Mitia seem- to think, 1 do not understand Has 
the word “ jw>ssible ” or “ piacticable ” then no meaning at all V Besides 
1 should like to point out why we cannot stop with passing sudi a leso- 
lution as has been moved by Professor Mukherji. Apart fiom the prin- 
ciple of local option, of which Riofessor Mukherji desiies recognition, 
there is nothing in his lesolution which lays down the objective to be 
attained even In the adoption of the methods and mcasuics suggested 
by him, and hence, I think, it piniupallv follows the line of “ reason- 
able tem]H‘iance mouMiienf ” with which Go\ernment jimfesses t < » 
sympathise — lip sympathy no doubt., foi what aftei all aie tlu* lesults 

of their co-ojhu ation with sue h a teinpeiancc wink? Well, these aie 

— (?) increase of drunkenness; (//) increased consumption of all othei 
commodities except country liquor; (///) un willingness to prohibit 
even the use of those drugs which aie most injurious but least nneiiue 
yielding. As regards the first. (>omt I know, Sir, that Go\ em- 
inent refuses to admit that drunkenness is on the increase. 

In reply to one of my questions the Government has been 
pleased to admit in this session, without giving the figures asked 
for, that there has been an increase of convictions in Calcutta, but 
at the same time asserts that that does not mean increased drunken- 
ness. Yes, Sir, we are not such fools as to think that every 

increase in the number of convictions means increase in drunken ness. 
But when the statistics show that in couise of five years from 1915-10 to 
1919-20 the number of convictions has risen from 9,320 to 11,147 in muni- 
cipal areas and even in Calcutta it has gone uj> from 0,321 to 7,928 (i..c., 
an increase of about 1,000 convictions in five years), we are not disposed 
or logically justified 'to dismiss only this one factor from our mind and 
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attribute this heavy increase only to all and sundry other causes and be- 
lieve, on tin 1 contrary, that this is due to “ co-o]»eration with any reason- 
able temperance movement.” Then let us look to consumption, Sir. 
From the departmental report for the year 1919-120, we find that save and 
except country spirit the consumption of all the other excisable commo- 
dities have increased and have been increasing. “ The imports of wine,” 
says the report, “ have been of unprecedented magnitude” — “ all qua- 
lities,” except some , “showing an advance.” Consumption of spints 
was much in excess of arrival. Consumption of (juiija increased in 20 
out oi 27 distiuts of this province and b\ a total of 7b maunds 8 seers, 
and not only consumption but cultivation too increased. So, also, the 
consumption of the othei hemp drugs, opium, etc. And reasonable 
temperance work, there is no doubt, is proceeding apace. Hut here it 
does not end. Other instances of “ co-operation with leasonable tempe- 
rance woik ” an* — ( ? ) not to piohibit c/mras — the strongest and most 
injmious of the hemp intoxicants even when the revenue deiived fiom 
it does not come up to Its. 80.000; (n) not to allow a non-official ina)oi- 
1 1 y in licensing boards and to restrict then powers; and (m) to permit, 
as Rev. Ileibeit Anderson sa\s, the rules as to the location of the slioj>s 
to be bioken in about 7b pei cent, of locations (this of course 1 say 
subject to correct ion f . 

If such are the results of co-operation with reasonable temperance 
movement, 1 think the time has come to be a little unreasonable in our 
demands in this respe< t and we ought to lav down once for all that total 
prohibition and nothing slant of that is out objective and further that it 
is to be achieved as eat 1 v as prat t i cable Aw akened Bengal is in no mood 
to exploit the weakness and vice of degiaded humanity for all time to 
come. 

Maulvi YAKUINUDD1N AHMED: 1 flunk the evil of drink has been 
admitted on all bands, and 1 do not wish to dwell any longer on the sub- 
ject. It is the bounden dutv of this Council to devise means bow to drive 
away this evil habit fiom the land and it is a move in the right direction 
that this Council has come to deliberate upon this vital question of great 
importance, and how to combat this evil is the subject of oui deliberations; 
and 1 hope and trust this Council will devise the best means how to do the 
work. 

Rai Sahib NILMANI CHATAK: It is needless to dilate on the mani- 
fold pernicious effects of the liquor habit. Daily experience and history 
of criminal law furnished sufficient examples for thoughtful men. It is 
an evil outcome of modern civilization and the Western countries have 
fully felt its results and have been trying their best to expel it. The 
Americans have nearly succeeded in purging it by legislation and the 
European countries have also been exerting themselves in this direction. 
In the short space of time within which it hae made its presence felt in this 
countrv, it has made a considerable progress and unless a stop is put to 
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it early, it will cause irreparable damage before long. Besides, we can- 
not fall behind the times in matters which are proved to be of much bene- 
fit to mankind. Things have come to such a pass that we must mend 
matters at any cost. So far as the people are concerned. the\ are fully con- 
scious of their duties and responsibilities and, we believe, the Govern- 
ment will not lag behind seeing that as representatives of the people we 
are anxious to get rid of this scout ge. So tar as this Council is concerned, 
1 am fully confident theie cannot be two opinions, as the resolution has 
not come too eatly and it will be carried unanimously. It has been often 
said that carrying out of stub a measuie will entail loss of provincial 
revenue to a great extent and the present financial condition will discou- 
rage such measures being taken in hand. The objection is not without 
some force. But, Sii , no good thing can be achieved without some saci i- 
fice and loss, and if some loss aceiue, as it is sure to follow, means will 
be <le \ ised to make up loi the loss and tlic people an* suie to accept it 
in genial spirits. T cannot concern* an\ other objection of a serious 
nature in this matter Of course, the false issue— who int induced drink 
into India — laised in some quuiinis must not be* allowed to cloud tin* real 
, issue — the evils of drink The mover of the resolution has \er\ abl\ 
discussed all aspects of the question. 1 need hardly remind the Council 
that movements of like nature have been m progress m other provinces 
also 

1 regret, however, to sa\ that restriction of consumption is not suffi- 
cient to cope with the situation "When the disease is manifest and trea- 
cherous, the remedy must be equally quick and violent It may cause 
some inconvenience and probabh pain for flu* time being, but the ulti- 
mate results to be gained b\ the operation should outweigh lesser 
considerations 

With these words, 1 beg most heartily to .support the resolution moved 
by Mr. Razaur Rahman Khan. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ delivered a sjn-erh in vernacular 
in support of the resolution of Mi. Razaur Rahman Khan 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): 1 am glad to lx* aide to state, for the in format ion of 
the Council, that tbe Government of Bengal, during the last few \eais, 
have alreadv been taking so lion on tlie lines recommended b\ the 
member with a view to lestnet the eonsuniption of intoxicating liquors 
and drugs in Calcutta and in Bengal 

I shall, at first, deal with pa i a graph 2 of t lie resolution. The Gov- 
ernment of Bengal ae< ept tin* policy enunciated theiein, and they have 
been taking gradual steps m the direction cd enhanced duty, increase of 
retail market prices, restr ution m the numhei of shops, limitation of 
hours of sale and reduction of issue strengths during the last six years. 
I would also invite the attention of the member of the communique 
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issued by the Government on 25th Aupust, 1921. Dunn* this time the 
duty on foreign liquor has been raised from Its. 9-6-0 to Its. 18-12-0 per 
London-proof gallon. Duty on country spirit in Calcutta and suburban 
areas has been raised from Rs. 6-4-0 to Rs. 14-2-0 per London-proof 
gallon. Duty on country spirit in other areas in the Presidency has 
also been appreciably raised except in Birbhum, Faiidpore, Bakarpanj, 
Chittaponp, Noakhal i , Tippera, Rajshahi, Bopra and Palma. Duty on 
f/anjn has not been raised, but taxation in license-fees has been raised 
from Rs. 18-1-0 to Rs. 80 per seer. 

Duty on opium has been raised from Rs. 40 to Rs. 60 per seer. 

lift ail prices have boon conespondinply raised. 

In Calcutta the number of country spirit shops have been reduced 
from 106 to 64. f/anqa shops from 60 to 48, opium shops fioin 51 to 41 
and tan shops from 64 to 45. 

In other areas m the Presidency, country spirit shops have come 
down from 1,127 to 1,056, (janja shops from 1,287 to 1,222, opium shops 
from 808 to 754 and tan shops from 698 to 575. It will be possible to 
effect an appreciable reduction in the number of shops in the near future. 

Hours have been limited from sum iso to 11 a.m. for liquor shops, and 
10 a.m. for dm ir shops and from 9 a m. to 8 p.m. for liquor shops in the 
industrial areas and from 9 a.m. to sunset for all drills and foi liquoi 
shops in other areas. 

Dealing with the first part of the resolution and speaking about 
the principle of local option, 1 should bepm by statinp that it is a desir- 
able reform, which would, 1 feel confident, he pnon effect to in this 
Council in the fullness of time But reforms calculated to work up to 
this ideal were alreuds introduced by Mil's Government in Calcutta and in 
Bengal, when they constituted the Excise Licensing Boards for the 
cities of Calcutta and Howrah and urave them the final authority, sub- 
ject to the supervision of the Government, to decide the number and 
location of all liquor and drop shops in these cities, and formed Excise 
Advisory Committees to advise the Collectors on the question of number 
and location of drink and drop shops in the mufassal towns and in the 
rural areas of Benpnl. 1 should state, for the information of this 
Council, that the Licensinp Boards have done valuable work in dealinp 
with the question of the location and number of shops in the cities of 
Calcutta and Howrah and the nu m hers of such shops have already been 
appreciably reduced and their location chanped in various places. 
The Excise Advisory Committees in the milfassal have likewise done 
much in that direction. 

The ultimate object in view in recommending the principle of local 
option has, therefore, been attained, to some extent at least, thouph 
not to the same extent as local option mipht do. Local option would 
mean that, if the majority of the voters in any particular area voted for 
“no license,” there would be no license in that area. This presupposes 
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the existence of conditions which the Government do not consider exist 
in Bengal. This presupposes that large portions of the population in a 
particular area are habituated to drink or drugs. But, in Bengal, as 
every member of the Council is aware of, this is not a fact. In Bengal, 
it is only a small portion or a very small portion of the population in any 
locality, which indulges either in drink or in drugs Consequently, if 
local option were at once introduced, even m municipal areas as has been 
recommended b\ the member, the result would possibly be that the huge 
majority of the men. who do not drink or take any drugs, would be abb 1 
to abolish all the licenses within a veiy short time, and thus force their 
will on the small minority, who take liquoi or drugs m moderation in 
such localities. It is however doubtful whether the individual liberty of 
the people in their private life as to w hat they should eat or drink can be 
restricted in this way. Among the small minority, who take liquor or 
drugs in Bengal, we ha\c people, who are habituated fioni time immemo- 
rial to the use of some sort ot intoxicants; for example, country spirit, 
paclnrai, fan or drugs. Among such people, I mas mention the abori- 
ginal races in Bankura, Midnapore, Birbhum, Buidwan, the lullmen ot 
Darjeeling and cm tain classes among the labounng population in all 
towns and cities To sa\ to these people that the\ must stop then 
drink or drug, would be like saving to tin* people of many countries m 
Europe or in Asia to stop their national dunks like beer, brand\ or 
whisky. In Bengal, on account of the giowth of industiial concerns, 
we have such people scattered throughout the province. Von will find 
such people in all the principal industrial centres in Bengal in factories, 
tea gardens and also in most of the urban areas in the Presidency. 
The Council is aware that the\ an* a small minontv among tin* popula- 
tion in all such areas, and, if, by introducing a principle of local option in 
all such aieas, facilities for obtaining the intoxicants in moderate 
quantities were entireh removed, it would mean not only considerable 
hardship to tin* miiionts 1 am speaking about but might give rise to 
worse evils such as illicit practices and use of othei and more deleterious 
articles and I cannot at present recommend any course which might have 
that effect. I know that the Bengalis as a nation do not indulge in 
intoxicating liquor or drugs. This is a ciirumstanre in which we can 
really take a pride and congratulate out selves. But tin* Government 
will have to consider the needs of men, who are not abstainers and who 
want their drink, whether it is parhwai or tan , or country spirit, or 
some drug. I need not refer, in this Council, to men of other nations, 
resident in the city of Calcutta or in Bengal, who also are not abstainers. 
The growing industrial life in Bengal has a tendency and a serious ten- 
dency to increase the demand for intoxicants. It may be decried and 
may be considered as one of the evil effects of industrialism, but all the 
same it is there. In the circumstances stated above, I cannot sincerely 
advise the Council to accept a principle of local option just at present 
in municipal areas. 
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We have* a machinery in those Excise Incensing Boards and in Excise 
Advisory Committees which can very properly deal with these questions. 
1 do no f ihink we need any other machinery in Bengal at present. 
The Government may, if the Council wishes it, consider the question of 
reconstituting the Excise Licensing Boards and the Excise Advisory 
Committees on such lines as may secure a fuller representation of the 
various points of view on this subject and secure a more effective con- 
trol over the questions of site, numbei and other cognate quest ions^*elat- 
ing to consumption of intoxicants. If in these boards and committees 
we have gentlemen, who can appreciate all sides of the question, I am 
sure, we shall get much valuable work from them in the same direction 
which the number has in view in recommending the introduction 
of local option in municipal areas. 

My friend Mr. Mukherji has alluded to a Government resolution of 
11)14. 1, as a member of the reformed Government , am not in a position 

to say anything for or against that resolution and I hope 1 shall be par- 
doned by this House if l refrain from making any remarks with regard 
to it. 1 am responsible foi the policy which we may adopt now. What 
the policy is, T believe, has already been well known to the public and 
all mv friends here as it was enunciated in a recent Press communique. 

1 have explained therein that as long as we cannot do away with the drink 
traffic, we should take steps to minimise the evil by the imposition of 
heavy tax on this luxury. 

Turning now to the resolution moved by mv friend Mr. Razaur 
Rahman Khan to the effect that immediate steps be taken by the issue 
of circulars to officers concerned directing them to limit the number of 
licensed liquor shops and otherwise to discourage the drink habit in 
Bengal with a view to total prohibition within as short a period as prac- 
ticable, I would make the following observations: — 

1 am glad to be able to inform the Council that before this resolution 
came to my hand, 1 was alread> thinking of issuing orders for limiting 
the number of licensed liquor shops in the Presidency with effect from 
1st October next. Orders have also been just passed by me for better 
control of the foieign liquor traffic in the Presidency as desired by the 
Temperance Federation of Bengal. Similarly the taxation on liquor 
and drugs will be shortly increased with a view to limit consumption 
as urged in the resolution of my friend, Mr. Razaur Rahman Khan. 
My friend has bestowed much thought and attention upon the question 
of prohibition. I sympathise with his views and sincerely wish that 
the time may soon come when the use of intoxicating liquors and drugs 
in Bengal will disappear even from the small number of people who 
indulge in these articles. My friend wants total prohibition in a very 
short time. 1 do not know whether in putting forward such a propo- 
sition he sufficiently realises the very grave responsibility involved in 
recommending such an important and momentous change in the policy 
of Government. Of course, this Council cun, if they choose, pass a 
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resolution adopting total prohibition at any moment they like, but if 
they do so, they will have to take upon themselves the entire responsi- 
bility for the consequences which will accrue. I need hardly remind 
my friends in this Council that the immediate consequence of this step 
will be a loss of revenue to the amount of about two crores of rupees. 
I must at once point out here that my friend’s statement that the excise 
revenue of Bengal forms only 5-2 per cent, of the total revenue is in- 
correct, the real figure being about 20 per cent. Now my friends are 
all aware that the expenditure in connection with the reserved subjects, 
such as police, general administration, etc., is the first charge upon the 
revenue of Bengal. After this charge is met, the residue is left for the 
development of education, agriculture and industries and the improvement 
of sanitation. If the total excise revenue is wiped out, my friends will 
at once see that education, sanitation, agriculture and industries will 
be the first to suffer very heavily. As the whole country is clamouring 
for progress in all these matters, I would leave it to this House to judge 
how far it would be wise or advisable to abolish the excise revenue of 
two crores of rupees. It is hardly necessary for me to point out that 
all our activities in matters of sanitation, education, etc., will have to 
bo largely curtailed, if not altogether stopped. Out of two crores, less 
than fifteen lakhs only is spent for the administration of the Excise 
Department and the whole of the remaining balance goes to feed the 
other departments of Govei nment. I may point out here that excise 
taxation touches the pockets of a very small section of the people, 
namely, of those who indulge in intoxicants. If this is replaced bv a 
general taxation affecting the income of the public at large, there will 
be a hue and cry in the country and such new taxation will be vehe- 
mently opposed b> the \er members who are in favour of abolishing 
the excise revenue. 

The next object i m against total prohibition is that it will give rise 
to malpractices and lead people to take to the use of articles which are 
more injurious to health. In this connection 1 may cite the case of 
China which has on paper abolished the use of opium but as a matter 
of fact, thousands of maunds of opium are being annually smuggled into 
that country and are being used by the people secretly, though they have 
to pay such high price as three to four hundred rupees per seer. It has 
also been found out that many respectable people and even very high 
officials in China are secretly connected with this iflicit trade. What is 
happening in China and in dry America will also happen in India, 
because those who are inveterate consumers of intoxicating drinks and 
drugs those who make money out of it as well as those who do not look 
upon the use of intoxicants as a vice or sin will never give up the habit 
so easily as my friend may think. 

I may also mention here that among some sects of my Hindu com- 
patriots, use of liquor is necessary in connection with some religious 
ceremonies and practices, for instance, among the Tantries. There are 

u 
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also tribes like the Sonthals, etc., as I have already said in my reply to 
my friend Mr. Mukherji’s resolution who cannot do without some 
stimulating drink such as pachwai. They use it more as food than as 
intoxicating drinks and even little children and women among them 
use it freely. It is also very largely used at the time of their annual 
religious festival called Bandhana. They are a sensitive tribe and will 
not hesitate to create trouble if we put any serious restrictions upon 
their liberty in this respect. 

My friend is anxious to see total prohibition adopted in the country. 
From his statement one would he led to think that the whole Bengali 
nation, or a large majority of it, is addicted to the drink habit on such 
a large scale that this measure is indispensably necessary for their salva- 
tion. This is, however, not so. Statistics of consumption go to show 
that only an infinitesimally small fraction of them, viz., not more than 
5 per cent, of these people are given to the use of intoxicants, so my 
friend will see that practically prohibition is already in existence in 
Bengal. Then again, there are my friends of the Temperance Federa- 
tion and also other social leaders who are trying to wean their weak 
brethren from the drink habit. Such being the case and in view of the 
financial and other difficulties I have explained already, I hope my 
friend will see that in a manner like this, we should proceed very cau- 
tiously after carefully and fully considering all aspects of the question. 
It will be conceded that this is the proper way of dealing with all 
important and complicated problems. Conditions are different in differ- 
ent countries and 1 do not understand t lie reason that localise prohibition 
has been adopted in America and a few other Western Countries, it 
should be immediately adopted in this country. My friend is of course 
aware that the bulk of the jx>pulation in America was given to the 
habit of using alcoholic drinks and as this was fraught with serious 
consequences for the whole of the nation during the war, a drastic 
measure like total prohibition was found necessary. Because it has 
been adopted there, it is no reason why we should also adopt it here 
without considering the necessity for if and all the points for or against 
it. As I have remarked above, the religious and moral education both 
of Hindus and Moslems generally speaking during the last thousand 
years have made us already the most dry nation in the world. I would 
accordingly request my friend not to press for the adoption of a policy 
of “ total prohibition within a short time.” As regards the other ques- 
tion raised by him in his resolution regarding limitation of licenses, 
etc., I have already explained that we are taking necessary action. 

In these circumstances, 1 would request both of my friends to with- 
draw their resolutions. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: 1 move that the question be 
now put. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 
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The PRE8IDENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Sir 8yed 3hams-ul- Huda): 

1 think it desirable to put resolution No. 15 first as it covers a larger 
ground. 

A division was then taken with the following result: — 


AYE8. 


Afzal, Nawabzada K. M. Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin. 
Ahmad, Maulvi Emaduddin. 

Ahmad, Maulvi Rail Uddin. 

Ahmad, Munahi Jafar. 

Alay, Shaikh Mahboob. 

Ali, Maulvi A. H. M. Wazir. 

Ali. Mr. Syad Erfan. 

Ali, Munahi Amir. 

Ali, Munahi Ayub. 

Arhamuddin, Maulvi Knandakar. 

Azam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamad. 
Charmakar, Babu Raaik Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Babu Tankanttn. 

Chuadhuri, Sir Aahutoah. 

Doaa, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai. 

Dutta, Babu Annada Charan. 

Faroqui, K. C. M. 

*Chatak, Rai Sahib Nilmani- 
Choss, Rai Bahadur Jogandra Chundar. 
Haq, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul. 


] Haq, Shah Syad Emdadul. 

Karim, Maulvi Fazlal. 

Khan, Maulvi Hamid-ud-din. 

Khan, Maulvi Md. Raftqua Uddin. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Khan Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Muhammad Erthad Ali. 

Makramali, Munshi. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Moitra, Dr. Jatindra Nath. 

Mukharji, Profassar S. C. 

Mulliok, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Nakay, Mirza Muhammad Ali. 

Pahlowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Ray, Rai Bahadur Upandra Lai. 

Roy. Babu Bijoy Prosad Singh. 

Roy, Babu Jogandra Krishna. 

Roy, Babu Jogandra Nath. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mohan Singh. 
Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Husayn Shahaad. 


N0E8. 


Addy. Babu Amulya Dhona. 

Ahmad, Maulvi Yakuinuddin. 

Banorjea, the Hon’bla Sir Surandra Nath. 
Banarjaa, Rai Bahadur Abinash Chandra. 
Barma, Rai Sahib Panohanan. 

Barton. Mr. H. 

Bit*, Mr. E. E. 

Bompat, Mr. C- H. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Shah Muhammad- 
Chaudhuri, the Hon’bla tha Nawab Saiyid 
Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Das, Babu Bhithmadav. 

Das, Rai Bahadur Amar Nath. 

Das Gupta, Babu Nibaran Chandra. 

Da, Babu Fanindralal. 

Day, Mr. C- C. 

Donald. Mr. J. 

F ranch, Mr. F. 0. 

Chou, Mr. O. C. 

Gupta, Mr. N. B. 

Hopkyns, Mr. W. S. 

Hussain. Maulvi Mahammad Madassur. 
Karr, tha Hon’bla Mr. J. H. 


Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
tha Hon'bla. 

Mittar, tha Hon'bla Mr. P. C. 

Mukharjaa, Babu Nitya Dhona. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu sarat Chandra. 
O'KInaaly, Lt.-Col. Frederlok. 

O'Mallay, Mr. L. S. S. 

Payna, Mr. C. F. 

Raa, Mr. W. R. 

Rahim, tha Hon’bla Sir Abd-ur. 

Rauf, Maulvi Shah Abdur. 

Ray, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar Stub Shokharaswar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 

Roy, Babu Nalini Nath. 

pay, Maharaja BahadurKShaunish Chandra 

Roy, Mr. J. E. 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhusan. 

Roy, Raja Manilolf Singh. 

Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath. 

Sarkar, Babu Jogash Chandra. 

Sarkar, Babu Rishindra Nath. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Whaalar, tha Hon*la Sir Hanry. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

the resolution was lost. 


Lang. Mr. 4. 

Law, Raja Rashaa Casa. 

The Ayes being 41 and the Noes 48, 
Resolution No. 14 was then put and carried. 


Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: May I not move the resolution 
which stands in my name P 

The PRESIDENT: You have been informed. I am told, that your 
resolution has been vetoed by His Excellency the Governor. 

V 1 
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Babll AMULYA DHONE ADDY: May I know the reasons lor itP 

The PRESIDENT! I cannot give you the reasons. It has been 
vetoed under rule 22. 


Withdrawal of Resolutions. 

Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI: Since the notice of my resolution was 
given, Government have appointed a committee for the amendment of 
the Bengal Tenancy Act, of which I am one of the members. The 
Ilon’ble the Member in charge of the Revenue Department desires that 
I should withdraw this resolution now and take note of the subject 
matter of it for the consideration of the Committee. Under the cir- 
cumstances I beg to withdraw the resolution. 

The following resolution was then, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn : — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that the Bengal 
Tenancy Act be so amended as — 

(?) to secure fixity of rent for ever to the settled raiyats and to 
abolish the vibandi and the i tenant-at-will ’ system under 
the zamindars; 

(i?) to secure to them the light of transference of jotes, whole or in 
part, tlie right of digging or re-excavating tanks, the right 
of planting and cutting trees, the right of building pucca 
or kvtcha houses, and the digging of necessary earth free 
and at will, irrespective of the consent or permission of the 
superior landlord ; 

(m) to make the collection of abwabs or illegal cesses; of any kind, 
and the levy of be par. or free, or concession labour, of anv 
kind, a cognizable criminal offence; 

(?r) to make the rent money-order in the zamindar’s name in his 
sadar katchari a legal tender, and that raiyats be *dk> w ed to 
send in, in one money-order, the total amount of rent due on 
their different jotes, giving a descriptive account in a coupon 
or in a separate registered post-card or letter; 

(v) to provide that in the case of money-orders for rent not taken 
delivery of in the katchari . within one week after the last 
day of the hist, the sender be free from the liability of paying 
interest ; 

(r?) to provide that zamindars be bound to send gomastas to collect 
rent in time, and that the inability of the gomasta to take 
rent, the issue of the cheque or rent-receipt should free the 
raiyat from the liability of paying interest; and 
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(vii) to provide that in the case of refusal to receive rents in the 
katchari. the giving of due receipts part of the zamin- 

dar, if proved, should be counted as,q£n offence liable to an 
explanation to the Collector of the district, who should be 
empowered to appoint a receiver to collect the rent and allow 
compensation to be paid to any raiyat incurring unnecessary 
loss in tendering rent, if such refusal is found repeatedly 
occurring to harass any raiyat.” 

Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: I find that the Gov. 
ernment have already anticipated me, by putting in the lobby, a list of 
the resolutions, that have been carried and the action the Government 
propose to take on them. I was informed that that was the position and 
I was asked to remove my resolution from the agenda paper. At that 
stage, I could not do it, as T did not see how the matter stood. Now 
that I find that Government have introduced the practice I had in view, 
and my object in bringing forward the resolution has been served, 1 
beg to leave to withdraw it, with the request that in future, the informa- 
tion may be printed and circulated among members with a view to the 
reduction of a large number of interpellations. 

The following resolution was then, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn : — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that rules be framed 
to inform the Council, at the earliest possible opportunity, which of the 
resolutions passed at its previous session have been accepted by the 
Government, and the steps taken to give effect to them.” 


Woman Suffrage. 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: “ This Council recommends to the Government — 
(?) that the sex disqualification for registration on the electoral 
rolls, provided in Rule 7 of the Bengal Electoral Rules, Ik; 
removed entirely, and that regulations be made providing 
, that women shall not be disqualified for registration in the 
electoral roll bv reason only of their sex; and 
(tt) that such regulations should make suitable provisions for 
giving women the opportunity of recording their votes, having 
regard to their habits and customs.” 

To my mind, this is one of the most important resolutions that has 
hitherto been discussed here. Its acceptance by the Council will mean 
untold benefit to future generations. I would that my voice were as 
mighty as the cause. I would that I could speak with the tongues of 
men and of angels. But my voice is feeble and it cannot rise to the 
height of this great argument. So I claim your patience and indul- 
gence for a little while. 
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It will be seen that my motion divides itself into two parts — (1) the 
acceptance of the principle of women’s franchise, and (2) the practical 
application of this principle. I shall first deal with the principle on 
which I lay more stress, for once it is accepted, we can easily evolve 
means of giving practical effect to it. * 

Women’s education is beyond all controversy, one of the most vital 
of our necessities. Our progress as a nation very largely depends upon 
the progress of our women. As has been truly said, “ the hand that 
rocks the cradle, rules the world.” Women’s education is becoming 
very important, in view of the fact that in modern times, in our society, 
the regime of status is fast disappearing and the joint-family system is 
rapidly breaking up into a number of small units, consisting of the 
husband, the wife and the children with a few relatives. So, under 
modern conditions, women must learn to stand up for themselves. 
They cannot now afford to remain immured within the purdah. It is 
most undesirable that they should continue to labour under the dark- 
ness of ignorance and superstition, and be always in continual con- 
flict and disagreement with their educated husbands, brothers and sons. 
The education of a single girl moans the uplifting of a whole family in’ 
a larger sense than the education of a single man. Thus the education 
of a woman has the most profound influence upon the whole texture of 
national life and the whole movement of national thought. Hut, unfor- 
tunately, the progress of women’s education in Bengal lias been very 
slow indeed. From the census figures, it appears that out of about 
4 (U millions of people in Bengal, about 22} millions are women. Of 
these women, only 1 out of 100 is literate. It is true that literacy is 
not the only test of education, but under modern conditions, it is the most 
important test. Judged by this standard, it is clear what a very small 
amount of progress woman’s education has made in Bengal. 

The explanation of this backwardness, as the Calcutta University 
Commission truly remarks, is to be found in the social condition of the 
country and in the restrictions by which the life and activities of 
women are still surrounded. So long as women’s education is in the 
hands of men, it will not make any satisfactory progress because even 
now men are led by selfishness and prejudice to give as little as possible. 

So women must come to the rescue. One important step is to give 
her the vote. It is the vote that can create a demand for literacy and 
can give the enlightenment that is badly needed. The vote in itself 
will have a very great educative value. It will widen her horizon and 
her outlook on life. So long her vision has been cribbed and confined 
within the four corners of the home. Give her the franchise and you 
will find how rapidly she will develop and improve. 

Next, I come to a very important consideration in favour of woman 
franchise. Our political progress depends very largely on the help and 
oo-operation we receive from our women. Swaraj can never be attained 
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as long as half of the population is kept ignorant of all matters affect- 
ing the country’s welfare. We talk glibly of Liberty, Equality and 
Fraternity. But by what logic can we limit these great ideas to one 
sex? We talk of the rights of small nationalities and of self-deter- 
♦ mination forgetting the fact within our fold there are over 22 millions 
of human souls who are denied the elementary civic rights. 

It is idle to think of any political advance unless the nation, as a 
whole, takes part in the movement. We want active help and encourage- 
ment from everybody, without distinction of caste, creed or sex. Does 
it not therefore follow that our women should be interested in the wel- 
fare of the country? Then, is it not essential that she should be given 
the vote? How’ can we exclude women and talk of the nation? 

Then, there are many subjects in which women are vitally interested 
— child welfare, maternity, housing, hygiene, prevention of diseases, 
etc. Should we not get their help and advice on these matters? 

It is therefore obvious that for the welfare and uplift of the nation, 
it is essential that women must be interested in the country’s cause; 
and real interest can only come when there is power in their hands. H 
they have the franchise, then we can expect intelligent help and co- 
operation from them 

Further, the interest of the community demands the full and free 
development of every member, so that he or she may be of the greatest 
utility to the State. We have, I hope, outgrown by this time, the old 
idea that women exist simply to minister to the amusement, enjoy- 
ment, and vanity of men. It has to be admitted that woman, no less 
than man, has a claim to be considered as something more than a mere 
means to the good of others, that woman is an end as well as a means, 
that she has duties to herself as well as to others, and such duties 
involve the free exercise of all her faculties. Then how can we any 
longer deny her the franchise, the birthright of every citizen? Is it 
not, therefore, our duty to do our best to remove all clogs and ini]x*di- 
ments which shackle her mind and soul? 

For these reasons, I maintain that women have a right to the fran- 
chise. Now comes the question — Should we not of our own accord grant 
her this right? Do we not owe her a deep debt of gratitude? Her 
motto is “ liove and Service ” — unostentatious devotion and self-sacri- 
fice. Do we not all of us realize how deeply indebted we are to the 
woman — the mother, the sister, the wife and the daughter? She, the 
embodiment of charity, beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth 
all things, endureth all things. She is our monitor, our companion, our 
comforter, our friend. So will it not be a graceful act on our part to 
give her the franchise of our own accord ? Nay will it not be wise and 
politic on our part to do so? The woman is at our gate, knocking for 
admission, demanding equal treatment, crying for justice. How long 
will the male autocrat continue to turn a deaf ear to her demaryds? She 
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will not be denied. Is it not better, therefore, when her claim is just, 
to yield instead of provoking an unpleasant and unseemly agitation? 
We all know to what lengths the suffragette agitation was carried on 
in England. Is it too much to hope that our men will be more amenable 
to reason and logic than Englishmen ? 

Now I turn to examine very* briefly some of the stock arguments 
which are advanced against woman franchise. 

It is said that women do not themselves want the vote. My answer 
is two-fold. First, I say that a good many women do want the vote 
very much, though owing to social disabilities and lack of organisation, 
they have not been able to attract much public attention. In 1918, a 
d< putation of women waited upon Mr. Montagu and Lord Chelmsford. 
During the sitting of the Franchise Committee in 1919, many memorials 
were sent to them from women. Many women’s conferences have been 
held in several large towns, asking for the franchise. Recently ladies’ 
meetings have been held in many towns in Bengal and resolutions have 
been adopted demanding the franchise. I mention a few of the places 
where such meetings have been held : — Bogra, Mymensingh, Chittagong, 
Darjeeling, Dinajpore, Pa him, Tangail, Kishoreganj, etc. It is encour- 
aging to find orthodox Muhammadan ladies joining their Hindu sisters 
in this movement. The educated women who lead the movement, have 
every right to speak and act on behalf of the voiceless millions of their 
sex, at least just as much right as we have to speak on behalf of the voice- 
less millions of both sexes. A handful of educated men have naturally 
led the agitation for political rights. Can we object to educated women 
doing the same for their sisters? 

Secondly, I say that we are not conferring any boon out of charity, 
It is necessary for our own welfare, it is necessary for the uplift of the 
nation, that women should have the vote. Even if not a single woman 
asked for the vote, 1 would insist that she should have it. Not only is 
this good for woman, but also for the man. She has, as a member of the 
community, a right to the franchise. Man has by abuse of his power, 
wrongfully deprived her of this. Denial of franchise is denial of justice, 
and it is now high time that the right be restored to her. 

Another aigument frequently put forward is that women are not 
educated and so will not be able to use the franchise properly. To this, 
I say that many women, though illiterate, possess a vast amount of com- 
mon sense and sagacity.and so, are lietter qualified for the vote than most 
of our male electors. It is well known that many women have managed 
large estates with a skill that has extorted the admiration of men. I 
firmly believe that woman will be able to use the franchise just as well 
as the average man. 

But even supposing that they will be unable to exercise the right 
properly, does this not reflect discredit on us? They are what we have 
made them. After keeping them immured within the four walls of the 
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bouse, after having denied them the blessings of education, does it lie 
in our moutJi to say that they are ignorant and therefore incompetent? 
A very similar argument was employed by many who tried to oppose the 
grant of the franchise to the Indian males. Again, even if women can- 
not now exercise the franchise properly, they will, like the male voters, 
learn by experience through mistakes. 

Sir, I have dwelt at length on the first part of my resolution and 
must not trespass on your patience further by dwelling on various other 
arguments that may be advanced against woman’s franchise. 1 shall 
now turn to deal briefly with the second part of my resolution. 

Once the principle is accepted, it will not be a very difficult matter to 
carry it out in practice. Many women at first will object to going to the 
polling booth. So it is advisable to give facilities to women to vote 
having due regard to their habits and customs. As in the case of 
graduate voters, the voting papers for women may be sent to their houses 
to be filled up before Honorary Magistrates; or lady polling officers may 
go round to their houses and get them to fill up the papers. So theie 
('an be no possible objection even by the most orthodox lad\ . If she 
•had to execute a deed, a Registrar would attend at her house to attest 
her signature. 

Some are apprehensive of practical difficulties in the way of arrang- 
ing for proper identification. But 1 think these difficulties may be easily 
obviated. A Registrar when he goes to a lady to attest her signature, 
sees to her being properU identified. Similar rules may be enforced when 
a lady is recording her vote. I am not here much concerned with the 
practical solution of the question. Under the Electoral Rules, it is for 
the Government to frame the necessary regulations. It may, if it thinks 
necessary, appoint a small committee to advise as to the practical means 
to be adopted for giving effect to the principle. 

Sir, I have now done. 1 sincerely hope that this resolution will be 
carried by a large majority, if not unanimously. We can then hope 
for a united nation — Hindu and Muhammadan, Brahmin and Sudra, men 
and women, everybody striving to work together for the good of the 
motherland. Over 30 years ago, a Bengali lady, a famous authoress who 
is leading the movement for women’s franchise, wrote u song which was 
sung at a meeting of the National Congress. 

The PRE8IDENT: If you are referring to the g&llery, you are out of 
order. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: No, I am not referring to the gallery. In this she 
spoke of a vision of united India marching together to light for the 
motherland, the women cheering and encouraging the men, and joining 
them in the worship of the mother. May that vision be speedily 
realised ! 
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Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CH08E Bahadur: I beg to move, by 
way of amendment, that motion No. 19 do take the following form:— » 

“ This Council recommends to the Government to take such measures 
as may be necessary to extend the franchise to educated women in this 
country by giving the vote to lady graduates for the election of the 
member to the Council from the University, and in other constituencies 
to such ladies as may have passed the Matriculation or Cambridge Junior 
Examination.” 

Before I go into the merits of the question, I ought to mention here 
that so far as the University election is concerned no property quali- 
fication is necessary. Every graduate is entitled to vote and so far 
as other constituencies are concerned, when I say that they must pass 
the Matriculation or Cambridge examination, it means provided that 
they satisfy the property and age qualifications. 

The right of women to vote in society, depends on the stage of pro- 
gress of that particular society. From the most ancient times woman 
on account of her weakness and dependence on man during maternity, 
has been at a great disadvantage. She has been considered as a 
chattel by man. She was burnt and buried alive with slaves, horses, 
sheep and other cattle, not only in India but also in Scandinavia and 
in other European countries. Women, further, had no rights to pro- 
perty. It was the Hindu law-giver who has given her rights to 
property, her peculium, her strulhan. In England, also, it is only in 
recent years that woman lias had her separate property. It was 
Mahomet who was the most generous of teachers as regards women 
(hear, hear); even he, the most democratic of men, ordained that 
women should be immured in the zenana (A voice: I question that). 
Woman has been under a great disadvantage. She has been given 
the vote only during the last decade in England and in some of the 
European countries, not in all, after a bitter strife. Now the question 
is, are we in a position to grant the vote to women; is our society 
so advanced that we can grant it to them? If you grant it to women, 
the result will l>e that a few women who have got rid of the purdah 
would be in a position to vote. Even in England where woman has 
got the vote, her right is not taken seriously, but as a mere show. 
Well, those gentlemen who talk of woman’s right to vote in this coun- 
try, both Hindus and Muhammadans, are they prepared to break through 
the barriers of purdah? If they are not, I say, I question their 
sincerity. As I said before, only a few worthy ladies will get the vote, 
but the result would be, if we place it upon the property qualification 
only, a very large number of other women will also get the vote. I 
reverence women as the race of my mother, my sister, my wife and 
my daughter, and I am not prepared to cast a stone at any woman of 
any description whatsoever. I must point out that upon wom&^g 
80cie + y, morality and self-sacrifice depend. I would not, therefore, 
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desecrate the sacred vessel, the first receptacle of divine love, mani- 
fested through the mother; I would not take her into the stress and 
turmoil of political life. (Hear, hear) I know very well how dis- 
agreeable and degrading that strife ami turmoil is, and 1 am really 
anxious to go out, as soon as I can, of this ignoble strife. I know 
very well that there are few among us who can resist the temptation 
of selling themselves to political leaders for gain and power. I would 
not place woman in that position. By saying all this 1 must not forget 
the fact that woman has perfectly equal right* with man in every 
matter; that right cannot be denied. Education was denied to woman 
in early times; now it is conceded on all hands. Now, Sir. 1 want to 
know what objection there can be for a lady graduate not being allowed 
to exercise her vote in my own constituency? Speaking a* a repre- 
sentative of the University, I say I can see no reason whatsoever and 
I demand that my sister graduates should vote. Others have no right 
whatever to object to it. I go further and say that women who pass 
the Matriculation examination or the ('am bridge examination should 
be allowed the vote, provided they satisfy the qualifications of age and 
property. Those women who have enfranchised themselves by educa- 
tion, and freed themselves from the slavery of man, who have discarded 
the purdah and have got themselves educated on an equal footing with 
man have every right to vote. Sir, when 1 find that millions of 
uneducated, ignorant and sujierstitious men, dumb driven cattle, are 
allowed to vote, what reason can there be that educated women, who 
fully understand their rights, who can hold their own against any man, 
should not be allowed to vote? I can find no reason whatsoever. It 
is said why make this educational qualification? Shaking for myself, 
I would put that qualification on men also. What right have ignorant, 
superstitious men to interfere with the management of a kingdom? 
(Hear, hear.) I view’ with apprehension the day when rough-handed 
labourers and the gross sons of the ugly god Kuvera, the god of w r ealth, 
should rule this world. My only hojie is Solomon is right when he 
says that by wisdom kings do reign, and that without, learning society 
will be impossible. Therefore, I say, Sir, the educational qualification 
is necessary for all persons, men and women alike. Jn England you 
are aw T are that there is compulsory education, and therefore they do 
not feel it, but in India, I do feel it, that at least as regards women 
there should be that qualification. Further, there is one other import- 
ant reason to my mind why this qualification should be inserted and 
that is this. High education of women in this country is badly neglect- 
ed. This will be a great impetus to higher education among women. 
I know from my own experience, as Secretary of certain girls’ schools, 
that girls in India seldom go beyond the Fourth Standard. If you 
give the vote to women who pass the Matriculation, it will be a great 
impetus to high education for women. I do hope that the right of 
woman to vote should be recognised, recognised for a very good reason, 
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in order that her just rights may be safeguarded, and that she may 
be protected from oppression, and that the honor that is her due may be 
granted to her. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: I beg to move, by way of 
amendment, that clause (1) of motion No. 19 do take the following 
form : — 

“ (1) that the principle of extending the franchise to women for 
voting only, at the election of members to the Bengal Legislative 
Council be recognised, and that the same may at present be made 
applicable to lady graduates and undergraduates including those who 
have j»assed the Matriculation examination subject to the usual quali- 
fications as to age, property, etc.” 

In urging my amendment upon this Council, I should at the outset, 
state that it provides for general recognition of the principle of con- 
ferring franchise upon women, the latter jmrt being only a suggestion 
as to how far we should now proceed, and the extent to which practi- 
cal operation should be given to the same in the present times and 
circumstances. Sir, I confess that one naturally feels somewhat diffi- 
dent, if not actually nervous, while discussing such a subject. Espe- 
cially for a man like me, under the glamour of metropolitan life, which 
often appears to be too dazzling, -to come to a calm decision, the task 
is rather hard. On the one hand, you find the insistent demands of 
those Calcutta brilliants before whose gaze we turn pale; on the other 
hand, there are the ladies of the families in the interior of the country 
most of whom are endowed with such common sense that whatever 
comes across them they always manage in a practical way. Yet, people 
there are, who sincerely l>elieve that the extension of franchise to 
women will be putting the thin end of the wedge into our serene and 
pure privacy of domestic life. If women are to sweeten our lives by 
which I mean home lives, the brunt of the dry-and-dust portion of the 
life should naturally fall to the lot of the sterner sex. One cannot, there- 
fore, help recognising some cogency in the argument as above. In these 
circumstances, the question really strikes me as a very difficult one; 
yet it has got to be solved one way or the other. After carefully con- 
sidering all the pros and cons, I am of opinion that such franchise 
should be allowed. Not only is that necessary in the light of the grant 
of franchise to the females of other countries, and because some of our 
sister provinces have followed suit, but to my mind the basic principle 
of Indian life and culture requires that woman should be given her 
rightful place in the polity of the country, and there is no reason why 
those women who, by education and other qualifications, deserve the 
right, should be precluded from exercising the same. Cruel historical 
facts and circumstances, dating from several centuries back, in their 
cumulative after effects, have no doubt rendered our society consider- 
ably emasculate, especially in political matters; this has had such a 
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pernicious effect, that most of us seem to have forgotten that our women 
have a place in, or connected with, anything outside the four walls of 
the zenana. We, therefore, often forget that the making of the people, 
and therefore the building of the nation is, at the outset, in the hands 
of woman as mother or potential mother. The Hindu idea is that 
woman is a symbol of the divine mother, the divine force, or 
without whose manifestation no tangible act can take place. Thou- 
sands of years of non-action may have ostensibly rendered our woman- 
hood unworthy of exercising such functions, but can anybody deny that 
she is still the real regulator, controller and minister in the small 
family state? Hence, the original germ of divine force cannot be said 
to be altogether dead; it is only lying dormant owing to absence of 
opportunities. Give her proper facilities, and free opportunities, and 
she will bring a pure and sweet atmosphere into the public political 
life, which we now so sorely need at the present day. 

I do not forget for a moment that we are subdivided into various 
castes and creeds, including many sub-castes and divisions, nor the 
• fact that the practical position allotted to the women in these varies 
considerably. Still, a careful study will show' that there is an under- 
lying unity in this diversity, which is manifest always in the innate 
sense of respect towards the womenfolk, and we should certainly 
utilise this common element and idea in developing our national ideal. 
The nation is now in the making, we can therefore ill-afford to leave 
half the population in absolute darkness, if indeed, we are serious about 
our nation-building and country’s future progress, Jatra narjyantu 
pujyante tatra ra manic derate (where women are honoured, gods are 
pleased) is true in all its sense and aspects in all spheres. Who known 
that our divine mother, with a view to ameliorate our present worse 
than slave condition, to deliver us from the hands of designing, selfish, 
demoniac elements and forces, has not chosen some of her earthly 
vehicles to show us the proper way how r to proceed onward in the pro- 
gress of national life, so that we may quickly reach the final goal of 
complete deliverance of our motherland. No sacrifice, indeed, is too 
dear for such a consummation. 

Now, as regards the extent of practical operation that should l>e 
given to the general pro{x>sition T have enunciated above, some diffi- 
culties are universally recognised, if w’e consider the manners and 
customs of our women in general. No such objection or obstacle is in 
the way of the Brahmos, the Christians and the reformed Hindus and 
the reformed Mussalmans. There is no reason why they, who> have 
taken to a different sort of life, should be refused the right of woman 
franchise as their practical co-partners, the men have got it. The diffi- 
culty lies only with the orthodox Hindu and Muhammadan community 
who form the majority of the Bengal population. Inaptitude and 
incapacity, resulting from centuries of inactive, unconcerned and 
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indifferent life, have almost grown into second nature among the Hindu 
and Mussalman women. This explains their usual subordinate posi- 
tion in social life among us. The fair sex is fair for everything, but 
not up to the mark for functioning in the external political play. They 
have always to depend upon some male relation or friend for every trans- 
action of their life. They have come to such a pass that the law of 
the country has extended to them, as purdahnashins , the especial pro- 
tection given to the minors. Truly it is said nirasraya na jibanti 
pandit a banita lata (without support cannot live the pundit, the female 
and the creeper). In all matters, their outside work has to be carried 
out with the help of, and through the agency of, some male friend 
or relation. This is a state of affairs which certainly does not justify 
the opening of the franchise to all our women at once, and exactly 
in the same way as that of the men. It must also be remembered that 
the general illiteracy of the female voters will offer golden opportun- 
ities to certain jx'rsons for their fraudulent, dishonest malpractices at 
the time of election; add to that the zenana system still obtaining, 
under which there will be all opportunities of exercising unfair influ- 
ence in the exercise of female franchise. It is, therefore, incumbent 
upon us that, while fully recognising the general principle of giving 
franchise to women, and thus affording them their just and rightful 
place in the civic administration of the country, we ought to be cau- 
tious in the first, steps towards its practical realisation. Knowledge 
is power when a certain partic ular end is to be obtained. To the proper 
exercise of the franchise therefore, considerable literacy is very neces- 
sary. 1 remember that in case of males this standard has not been 
followed; we who have to fight out a real electioneering campaign, 
know fully well what an error this has been. The prospective, educa- 
tive value, perhaps, hardly justifies this sort of promiscuous confer- 
ment of franchise u]>on illiterate persons. One error does not justify 
another. In the case of males, a standard of education has been 
practically given the go-by ; in the case of females that should not be 
done, especially remembering the limitations stated above. Property 
should not, therefore, be the only determining factor in their case. 
Fair education, if taken as a standard, will l>e a good criterion to 
avoid the pitfalls that beset the path of illiterate, and this is what 
my amendment provides. 

It is extremely regrettable that in such a serious and dignified 
matter, when considering the status of women, our mothers and 
sisters, some ]>eople have brought in the question of certain undesir- 
ables to be met with usually in towns and cities. I quite appreciate 
their exclusion in case of voting and municipal election, but Council 
franchise will be spread over the whole country. A clause excluding 
such ones might do for the present, or in view of the broader policy 
of including certain males of questionable character and the insigni- 
ficance of the section, the matter might be altogether ignored. In any 
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case, the educational qualification, 1 suggest, will minimise the risk 
almost to a vanishing point. 

With these words, I beg to respectfully offer my amendment to the 
acceptance of this Council. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: It is not in a spirit of 
opposition to my gallant and learned friend that I move my amendment. 
Allow me to declare at once that 1 have the fullest sympathy with the 
female suffrage movement. Nothing would gi\e me greater pleasure 
or greater pride than to represent here our fair sisters tvs well. And 
all liail to the day when we would not only be their representatives 
here but also their colleagues. It is, therefore, with the greatest 
reluctance that I have risen to move the amendment which might 
appear to some as a sinister proposal to put off the question, to shelve 
it for the moment. I feel my position is delicate, nay embarrassing, 
and feeling it, I feel diffident of my own powers to convince the Hou^e 
of the grave risks of the original motion of my friend, and of the 
unpreparedness of the country to reap, its possible benefits. And my 
•position is all the more pitiable and unenviable when T find fair eyes 

l>ent upon us, eagerly watching our proceedings [A voice: “ Is the 

member in order in referring to ladies in the gallery?”] 

The PRESIDENT : He is out of order if he is referring to the gallery . 

I have already ruled that members must not refer to the gallery. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: T did not refer to ladies in 
the gallery. Even some of the members of the Council mav have fail 
eyes. As I was saying, my position is all the more pitiable and unenvi- 
able when I find fair ears being pricked to hear the least syllable of our 
deliberations mentally dividing us the sheep from the goat. But as I 
have said before I am not here to oppose the motion. In the voids of 
Scott I might say : — 

How can I to that dearest Cheme. 

That ever warmed a ‘member’s’ dream, 

So foul, so false a recreant prove ? 

But, Sir, my sincerest conviction is that so tar as Bengal is concerned, 
our fair sisters as a community are not prepared for the hustle of poli- 
tical life. They have been hardened as yet for Hie worthy, the mire 
and dirt of public life. Sir, I may appear a boor in contrast with my 
gallant friend — [Mr. S. M. Bose : “ I am not gallant.”] — I am sorry — my 
learned friend, the mover of the resolution. His innate chivalry, reck- 
less of special conditions prevailing in our country, reckless of all our 
social and religious conventions, in at once emancipating all our women, 
even before our men have been fully enfranchised and able to gather 
the significance of it, is deserving of the highest praise. Its freshness 
and vigour, nay its very want of circumspection, is the commendable 
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in a Council noted for its cautious proceedings. But Sir, dafdrand good 
intentions are said to have paved a place not very desirable ! 

We have got to see whether there is a real demand for woman fran- 
chise, a need widely felt by a large section of persons most likely to be 
benefited. Up till now, save in a meeting or two got up here and there 

[Mr. S. N. Mttllick : “ Question !”] our sisters have not been 

vocal in their demands. My chivalrous friend, the mover of the resolu- 
tion, will perhaps attribute it to the special characteristic ot the fair sex, 
viz., “ the lips move not, though the heart covets.” Or perhaps he 
is acting up to that Latin expression Bis flat qui cito flat (he giveth twice 
who giveth quickly). 

In Bengal 52 per cent, of the population are Muhammadans. And, 
if I am correctly informed, no Mussalman woman can on any account 
come outside the purdah. Such is the religious percept. However 
highly educated they may be our Mussalman sisters are absolutely un- 
approachable, and so, perforce, are totally incapable of judging for 
themselves the respective merits of the candidates and to vote for them. 
So, in this female franchise, more than half the female population of- 
Bengal must altogether be kept out of account. To them the world 
would remain the same as ever! Then, as regards my Hindu sisters, 
with a few exceptions, their case is also almost the same. Save a tew 
in the Capital and important towns, the vast majority of them are 
interred behind the purdah. Sir, we are not here to expatiate on the 
merits or demerits of the purdah system. Whether it is right or wrong, 
civilised or barbarous, protecting or demoralising, does not concern us 
the least. We have got to know the facts and how down to them. Not 
even one in a thousand of our Hindu sisters can take advantage of this 
enfranchisement. And even amongst those whom no purdah can hind, 
how many pay the necessary rates or taxes to qualify them as voters? 
It is their husbands that pay them. Does my friend the mover mean 
that the qualification of the husband tantamounts to the qualification of 
the wife; that if the worse-half he qualified, the more so the l>etter-half ; 
the SJiafiadharmiTii is a Snhakarmim and so a Sahavotini? 

Here I do not take into account the great difficulty that must neces- 
sarily be felt in registering these votes and the corruptions and false 
personifications that must necessarily prevail. Sir, here in Bengal, the 
instances of Madras .and Bombay should not be quoted. For the con- 
ditions there differ from ours. There they have practically no purdah and 
respectable women can go to the polling stations to record their votes. 

And let my friends, Christians, Brahmos and Hindus, who have 
adopted Western custom and manners ponder over this:” How many 
of the ladies of their household have independent means?” How many 
of them can be benefited by this franchise?” Few, few, very few ! But 
what would be the danger they would have to confront at the same time, 
if my friend’s resolution be accepted in its entirety? There is a large 
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class of women in almost every bazar who possess or can possess and I dare 
say would possess the necessary qualifications by payment of rates and 
taxes. It is they who will be the most benefited by this extension of 
franchise. Our respectable sisters would be nowhere before them, they 
would be swamped by the formidable numerical strength of these 
creatures. These women have no scruples, they go everywhere and are 
purchasable at any price. I am afraid, my friend the mover, and the 
ladies who are eager for their votes, could hardly have taken this into 
account. If the substantive resolution, as moved by my friend be 
accepted, you can by no means shut out these public women. Their 
intrusion would be debasing and demoralising. And scenes, just as 
scandalous as were witnessed the other day at Goal undo and Faridpur, 
would be repeated everywhere to the utter disgrace of womanhood, 
shocking to all sense of morality. Sir, casting aside all fear of reitera- 
tion I repeat again — “ Who would be benefited by this extension of 
franchise ? M Would the candidates go n-courting these public women 
for their votes? Would it be dignified, would it 1 m* desirable? 1 hope 
my friend the mover himself would be horrified at this aspect of the case. 

* It might be said, and it is actually said in certain quarters that we 
might accept the principle of female franchise, leaving tin* details to 
adjust themselves later on. 1 think this Council cannot and will not do 
that. This Council cannot accept a principle off-hand, without con- 
sidering the details, without giving a thought as to how its mandates are 
to be realised into action. The Council cannot knowingly express a 
mere pious resolve. This is a responsible body, not given to mere 
hysterics. And, Sir, who is there, let alone the Council, who can 
seriously swallow a principle, without knowing how it is to be worked 
out and its effects and consequences ? Can you accept the principle of 
Socialism of Karl Marx with no knowledge as to how they are to be 
attained? Can you accept the principle of Rousseau or of Lenin uncondi- 
tionally? Their looks read very well, nay prophetic, and seem to bring 
about Utopia. And fortunately for us, as permanent warnings to future 
generations, people had been mad enough to accept them on their words 
giving no thought to the details. “ The red fool-fury of the Seine ” was 
the result of one, and the still more scarlet and still more foolishly furious 
horror is the result of the other Bolshevism 

Mr. KRI8HNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHUItl: Is the member 
in order? 

The PRE8IDENT: I think he is in order. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAYS Bolshevism is the result 
of the application of the ideals of Communism with no thought to 
details! Sir, details modify the principle, they make it. Coming 
nearer home, are you willing to accept the principle of that bloodless 
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revolution, known as non-violent non-co-operation without knowing 
how it is to be given effect to? Some have done it, and are tasting the 
sweets of it. Swaraj was promised within a few months, but has it 
been attained? The answer is — it could not be worked out in details, 
and periods of grace are being prayed for, and I daresay the periods of 
grace will last till the Sun grows cold. Sir, vague comparisons con- 
fined to generalities can be of no avail. If Madras and Bombay can 
have female franchise, why not we? If life be possible on the Earth 
why not on the Moon? Never mind the condition of the Moon, whether 
there is any atmosphere or not. The acceptance of an abstract prin- 
ciple must depend on its possible applicability and that too on the 
conditions subsisting. Female franchise may be all right where suit- 
able conditions prevail. But here in Bengal, before we accept the 
principle, we must recognise the conditions under which it must be 
applied — the atmosphere of the purdah. How would the ladies vote? 
Would there be one polling booth for both men and women? That is 
absurd and not even suggested. Would there be two separate booths? 
One for men and the other for women? Then let us see wliat would 
happen. Who would be the recording officer? If a man, he will have 
some subordinates too. We all know what feelings our women have 
if they have to depose in courts, how they try to shun an appearance 
there, and how even serious cases are not prosecuted simply for fear 
that, the ladies of the house may have to depose. And, if the votes be 
recorded by women? Have you that laige number of efficient, respon- 
sible women, willing to do this work, for you cannot force such duties 
on women, and is the number sufficient for the whole province of Bengal? 
It is no good being sentimental. It is no good crying out “ our 
mothers and sisters have no votes, let us be chivalrous, let us be chari- 
table, let us give them votes.” It is not a question of charity, not a 
question between master and slave. Hysterics are not practical poli- 
tics. Before granting the power of election we must make it practi- 
cally possible, we must see that it can be utilised and not merely 
locked up in an iron safe like precious jewellery. And suppose in an 
electorate there are 10,000 female electors. But because of the pre- 
vailing social and religious customs 8,000 voters cannot exercise their 
franchise and keep aloof, only 2.000 do vote, 500 of whom are probably 
to respectable ladies whom no purdah can hold. But who would be the 
remaining 1,500? The undesirables, the result beting one of their 
men get returned. The Congress have extended franchise to all 
women contributing four annas to the Congress Fund. But how many 
respectable ladies there exercised their power of electing the Con- 
gress delegates? [Mr. S. N. Mfllick : “ Question!”] It is common 
knowledge, and I speak on the most reliable information from the 
mufassal that prostitutes and they alone trooped to the polling booths 
attired in their best. I know not if such a state of things is desired bv 
Mr. Bose and his supporters. Fearing all these, the framers of the 
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Bengal Electoral Rules had been wise enough to make it an express 
provision in Rule 7, that the Council can recommend that the sex dis- 
qualification of registration be removed either in respect of women 
generally or any class of women. Sir, mark the words “ any class of 
women!” And we are now asked not to look before we leap, to for- 
get all this considered wisdom and make our minds tabula rasa for any 
child to scrawl upon. 

And when once like men and with similar qualifications the women 
have votes, candidates must also try to make themselves known to their 
electors. Their canvassers will vie with each other in singing the ful- 
some praises of their respective masters. Sir, let us not try to loom 
large with that lofty ideal, that no personal canvassing should be done. 
We must look to practical possibility, what has been done, and what is 
being done; and not what in “ Plato’s Republic ” should be done. I 
challenge anybody here to assert that he had not done any personal 
canvassing, either himself, or through his well-wishers or canvassers 
to any of his voters. When once our ladies get votes, canvassers must 
try to approach them; and men having no entrance inside the zenana, 
Vho will be employed as canvassers by the rival candidates, not res- 
pectable women, who know not the art of canvassing and cannot go 
from door to door begging for a favour. It is the undesirables 
again that would be employed for they are adepts, the past-masters in 
the art of personal canvassing, the only training of their life. Would 
you like your sisters and daughters mixing freely with these creatures P 
Would you even like the acquaintance of your ladies with these people? 
With that ostensible object of canvassing what can they not pour into 
the young ears during mid-day while you are away? There are these 
rocks ahead. Beware of them. Tn your efforts to look charitable, for- 
get not the sanctity of vour homes and hearts. Throw not the innocent 
into the risks of corruption. 

Perhaps the feasibility of the thing did never strike him. He never 
considered the practical aspect of it. Kir, as I have said already, 
admirable is his chivalry, but quixotic is his quest. 

I however realise that in our province there are some ladies who are. 
second to none in ability or intellect. Of them, any country can be 
proud, artid I glory in them. That would l>e a joyous day, a day of 
jubilation when they would enter the Council to guide us in our delibera- 
tions. It is far from mv thought to bar the doors *against them. Kir, 
having the desire but knowing the danger, aspiring, but not blindly 
following, I move my amendment for the formation of a committee. I 
leave the selection wholly into the hands of the Government that a suffi- 
cient number of members, both ladies and gentlemen, may sit on it 
representing all shades of views in the country. There might be offi- 
cials too, if necessary. The committee would first gauge the demand 
for this Woman franchise and if it be found that a volume of opinion, 
opinion of women themselves, is in its favour then it should consider 

v 1 
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under what conditions a woman liquid be eligible for a vote, what would 
be the necessary qualifications of a woman elector, and how and where 
their votes should be recorded, and by whom, with due safeguards against 
corruption and false personification. 

Here I cannot refrain from referring to a peculiar document I 
received only last night. Probably it has been circulated to all of us. 
1 will not mention the name of the author here and satisfy his greed 
for cheap notoiiety. Perhaps he is one of the “ big brothers ” he 
mentions in his pamphlet. He has threatened us, the members of this 
Council, with putrid eggs and other more substantial things. He proposes 
to go to our electorates, show us up to them and see that we are never 
returned again. To my knowledge this is the first time that the mem- 
bers of the Council have been intimidated and threats have been printed 
and openly held out to them to pass a measure not according to their 
sober judgment but under compulsion. 

In conclusion, T must repeat my assurance to the esteemed mover 
and his supporters that I am not an enemy to the movement. Far be 
it from my idea to nip it in the bud. My only desire is to find out 
the best means for representing our women, steering clear of all rocks 
that, appear to beset our path ; and a committee seems to me to be the 
best for the purpose. Let me repeat again that the committee is not 
to shelve the question but to solve it. The committee would hardly 
take six months to come to a decision and the next election is due not 
before thirty months hence and so the question of delay also does not 
arise. 

'* MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler); Since the fact, that this resolution appears 
as an ordinary entry in the general list might give rise to the supposi- 
tion in some quarters that, constitutionally, this and the other resolu- 
tions have the same effect, it may not perhaps be out of place if I remind 
the Council of the constitutional position — fhe more so because memo- 
ries in these matters are short and the point has not yet been touched 
ujk)u by any of the speakers. As is well known to the Council, the 
(Ordinary effect of a resolution is of a recommendation to Government. 
But that is not the effect of a resolution such as has been moved bv 
Mr. Bose. As will be remembered, the South borough Committee made 
a recommendation adverse to the cause of female suffrage, but the 
matter was raised again before the Joint Committee, whose recom- 
mendation was that " the question whether women should or should 
not be admitted to the franchise on the same terms as men should be 
left to the newly elected Legislative Council of each province to settle 
by resolution.” In accordance with that recommendation the second 
proviso of rule T of the Electoral Hides runs as follows:— 

Provided, further, that, if a resolution is passed by the Council after not less 
than one month’s notice has been given of an intention to move such a resolution, 
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recommending that the sex disqualihcatfa^ fbr registration should he removed, 
either in respect of women generally or any class of women, the local Government 
shall make regulations providing that women, or a class of women, as the case may 
be, shall not be disqualified for registration by reason only of their sex . 

Therefore the difference be tween this resolution and an ordinary 
resolution is that, if Mr. Bose’s resolution is passed, it will be incum- 
bent on the local Government to frame regulations forthwith. 

Another point to which I wish to allude is one of a doubt in this 
connection which we have not been able so far to sohe satisfactorily. 
It applies to the two amendments of Rai .logendra ('bunder Ghose 
Bahadur and Babu Annada Charan Dutta. It will be noticed that the 
first amendment proposes a new departure in the case of women ; 
whereas to vote for the University constituency a male graduate must 
be of seven years’ standing, the Rai Bahadur’s amendment does not 
provide for any such restrictions in the case of lady graduates. He 
would allow any lady graduate to vote; that is widening the franchise 
in their favour. Then whereas men with certain projvrty qualifications 
can vote irrespectne of educational qualifications, the second amend- 
• ment would limit the vote in the case of women to those jxissess- 
mg certain educational qualifications as also projierty qualifications. 
That means narrowing the franchise for women. The jxnnt is whether 
the class of women, as referred to in the rules, means the class of women 
who are matriculates and so on, or whether it is only the major dis- 
qualification of sex which a resolution of this Council can remove, 
otherwise leaving the same qualifications to govern the case of both 
men and women. We have taken legal opinion on the point, and we 
aie advised that the rule might include a class such u.s is contest* 
plated in these amendments, but we are also told that the matter is 
not fiee from doubt. Therefore, if this amendment is carried, we will 
have to clear up the point furthei before giving effect to it. It is 
just as well that the Council should he aware of this legal ]K>int. 

Apart from that I only have to say that so far as official voting is 
concerned, it is not the wish of the Government to exercise any pres- 
sure of any kind, and officials may record their votes on any side they 
like. ? 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY : As a student of Moslem history, as 
one who has not quite forgotten the illustrious ntynes of ltazia Sultan 
and Gulbadan Begum, of Nurjahan, Mum tax Mahal and (’hand Bibi, 
as one who still recollects the glorious role played by Moslem women 
in the annals of the Caliphate, as one who remembers with reverence 
the beautiful saying of the Prophet — “ Heaven lies at the feet of women, 
of mother ” — I cannot hut sympathise with the resolution moved by 
my friend Mr. S. M. Bose. Sir, I cannot understand how any man 
with any sense of chivalry in him, with any pretensions to education and 
culture can fail to sympathise with women’s efforts at emancipation, 
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advancement, and participation in the benefits of the Reforms. It is 
true, Sir, that the hard fact remains to be faced that even in England 
— that home of freedom, enlightenment and culture — not long ago 
women laboured under great disabilities and in the matter of franchise 
they were classed with idiots, lunatics and infants. England, however, 
has at last made amends for the past and now we have in England, in 
the person of Lady Astor, a lady member of Parliament. Now, Sir, 
we, who imitate and would like to follow England in other respects, 
why should we not follow the example of England in this? It is said 
that the vast majority of Indian women live in seclusion *behind the 
purdah. So do the vast majority of Indian men. The vast majority 
of our electors, our constituents with low level of intelligence live in 
pmdah behind the veil of illiteracy and ignorance. Babu Annada 
Charan Dutta missed the real point when he urged that the right of 
voting only should l>e accorded to women. It is not so much the right 
of voting that matters. It does not matter much whether women can 
or cannot record their votes in favour of a particular male candidate; 
although this in itself constitutes a grievance. Members should realise 
that by depriving women of suffrage we shut the door of the House, 
against such ladies as Miss Cornelia Sorabjee, Miss Lilian Brock, Lady 
Chaudhuri, Lady Bose, Mrs. Roy, Rani Mrinalini, to quote only a few 
names. I refrain from mentioning ladies of my own community not 
that we have none equal in education and culture to the ladies just 
named. I have not to travel very far in search of the name of a Mos- 
lem lady whose education and learning, culture and enlightenment, 
self-sacrifice and devotion to the pursuit of knowledge under difficulties 
would do honour to any community. Sir, if 1 refrain from mention- 
ing Moslem ladies I do so because I know that the purdah stands in the 
way of their participation in political activities. Yet, Sir, there is no 
strong reason why even Moslem ladies should not have the right of 
recording their votes. It is preposterous that ladies of wealth and 
position, education and culture should be denied the enjoyment of a 
right enjoyed by the hhansama and khitmatgars , their butchers and 
bakers, their butlers and cooks, their coachmen and palanquin bearers. 
Sir, we who, clamour, shout and vociferate for liberty, justice*' and 
equality, let us not be a party to the inequitous policy of the enslave- 
ment and subjection of women. O, why not let the women come in? 
They will relieve the dulness of the debates. Their presence will 
diffuse a freshness and fragrance in the depressing atmosphere of the 
House. They will add a charm, a little life, light and colour where 
darkness and dulness prevail. 

But, Sir, in spite of all that 1 feel on the subject and in spite of 
all that I have said, I deeply deplore that I cannot formally support 
the motion of my friend Mr. Bose. It is not that I am afraid that 
some member may unearth the report of Lord Southborough’s Com- 
mittee— the Franchise Committee— on which I had the honour to serve 
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as an added member for Bengal. It is not that I am afraid that woman 
suffrage will throw wide open the door for corrupt practices and false 
personation, specially in the case of purdah ladies. My reason, Sir, 
for formally opposing the motion is that I belong to a profession which 
allows a man to say what he does not mean, provided that he is paid 
for it. Sir, on the one hand the Bangiya Nari Samaj which invited 
to its Garden Party venerable members of the Council somehow com- 
pletely forgot my existence. Sir, nowadays, I have become extremely 
sensitive and suspicious. 

I wonder whether the crime of holding office in the University has 
something to do with my exclusion from the fashionable gathering of 
the ladies. My hon’ble and gallant friend — I use the word 44 gallant ” in 
its ordinary sense. 

The PRESIDENT • You should give a member his proper descrij)- 
tion. 

Dr. A. SUHRAWARDYs All right, Sir, my hon’ble and chivalrous 
friend Mr. Erfan Ali promised me to bring my grievance to the notice 
•of the ladies and get the wrong redressed. I have l>een expecting since 
the offer of a cup of tea or a glass of sherbet by some fair hand by way 
of compensation. I have waited and waited till 1 rose to my feet to 
address the House but I waited in vain. On the other hand, my 
hon’ble and noble friend, the Raja of Chakdighi, has given proof of his 
Rajput chivalry and hospitality and has thus briefed me to opj>oHe the 
resolution. 

Raja MANI LOLL 8INCH ROY: 1 beg your pardon. 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: That is why. Sir, though personally 
inclined to play to the gallery, I resist the resistless appeal from the 
gallery. The ladies, Sir, should not be disappointed or surprised if a 
House which carried a resolution the other day against the advance- 
ment of light and learning 

The PRE8IDENT: Y ou need not refer to what the Council did the 
other day. 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY : All right, Sir, the ladies should not be 
disappointed or surprised if the House is backward, retrograde and 
un progressive enough to defeat to-day a resolution for the advancement 
and emancipation of women. They should not be disappointed, for 
after all, even if carried, the resolution would not confer upon them 
immediately the benefits of the suffrage. They will hope to wait for 
two years and a half. I, therefore, commend to the favourable con- 
sideration of the champions of the cause of female suffrage a solution 
and a solatium which will enable the ladies to realise their dreams 
much earlier. I*et them shake the dust of this dark and dismal Chamber 
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off their feet and let them turn their thoughts not far away, to where 
dwells the Earl of Ronaldshay. Let them invade the sacred precincts 
of the Government House. Let them persuade our chivalrous Gover- 
nor to remove the disqualification against the nomination of women as 
members of Council. Let them prevail upon some jaded, tired, fatigued 
and overworked nominated members to resign. I hope there are some 
wise and magnanimous enough to do so — and let Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, 
for example, be nominated. Let us see how the experiment works. 
Experimentation is the spirit of the Reforms. We are having the 
Reforms by instalments and doses. Let us have the first dose of female 
suffrage on the Government side. 1 earnestly trust that the mover 
will give his anxious consideration to my suggestion and withdraw his 
resolution and avoid defeat and disappointment to all champions of the 
cause of advancement of women. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: I find it most trying to 
address the Council on this question. I believe the other members 
will also find it trying, as who has the boldness to be unfair to the fair 
sex? A practical example may be given. Take Babu Annada Charan 
Dutta’s amendment. In the beginning of his address he said that he ‘ 
was feeling rather nervous in delivering his speech, but in the course 
of his speech he gathered sufficient courage and said that he was in 
favour of female franchise. He further said that the reformed Hindus 
and the reformed Muhammadans of the reformed Council must allow 
the reformed ladies the power of voting. But, Sir, what is the defini- 
tion of “reformed”? If Mr. ]). 1 .. Ron’s definition is accepted, then we 
are nowhere. He also said that educated ladies can teach even educa- 
ted men. Yes, Sir, 1 quite believe it. Babu Annada Charan Dutta 
profusely quoted in his speech from Mrs. Basu’s pamphlet which, I 
understand, has been circulated to all members. Even the Sanskrit 
quotations in Babu Annada Charan Dutta’s speech are to be found in 
that pamphlet. But, Sir, the selfish motive of man is there. Notwith- 
standing what he had said he would only give to his educated sisters 
the power of voting only, but he would not allow them to sit in the 
Council by his side. 

We have also heard Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray. But he has not 
given his reason as to why there should be a committee. My friend has 
also said that to be a member of the Council, personal canvassing will 
be necessary and it would not be good for the ladies to go out canvass- 
ing. My reply is that canvassing will not be necessary in case of ladies, 
because where a lady would stand as a candidate, that seat will not be 
contested. 

Sir, we have also heard Dr. Suhrawardy, but unfortunately, we 
could not follow him and so we do not know what he meant. 

Sir, the educated and civilised ladies have been agitating for some 
time past. But, Sir, they form a very small fraction of the total number 
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of women of Bengal, and the question arises whether every one, edu- 
cated or uneducated, should be given the franchise. Therefore that 
is the first reason for referring the question to a committee. The second 
reason is that opinion of public bodies should be taken and that can only 
be done by a committee. 

The mover of the resolution has said that it is a political question. 
Sir, it is a political question with those that are educated, rich, and 
influential, but it is a social question with the rest of the womanhood 
ot Bengal. With them it is a question of home and hearth. There 
are sections of communities whose religion prohibits woman franchise. 

The amendment of Babu Annada Charan Dutta will not have any 
effect because as soon as this resolution is passed, these ladies will have 
a right to become candidates for the Council, and not only, they will 
have also the right to come forward as members of Distiict Boards and 
Municipalities, and it will be difficult to deny them this privilege. 
Whom will they represent? How many females will be represented by 
these women of light and leading? Then my friend, the Kumar, has 
proposed certain lestric tions for that class of women, who 1 may say, are 
• hated bv the society and are avoided as poison by all good people, and 
he wants to appoint a committee for this purpose. 

Then the learned mover of this resolution has said that this will 
give education. What education. Sir, may 1 know? The probable 
answer is political. But before doing that, would it not be desirable 
to give them the primary education? No doubt this will be an acquisi- 
tion and will give a new spheie of life to the rich, educated and cultured 
ladies. Would political (‘ducat ion have any value with those who have 
got to attend to the domestic affairs from morning till they go to 
bed, with those who have got to go a mile with pitchers to fetch drinking 
water, and with those who almost every year are dying in hundreds for 
want of food and wearing clothes? Therefore, every one of us will be 
very thankful to the supporters of this resolution, if instead of taking 
this forward step, they move a little backward and put their eyes on 
the people of the mufassal and try to give them primary education and 
teacb the ordinary principles of sanitation. I therefore submit that 
this matter should be settled by a representative committee before 
taking any practical steps, and in this view I support the resolution of 
Kumar Shib Sliekhareswar Ray. 

• 

Mr. H. A. 8TARK: There can be no one in this Council who is not 
most anxious that the peoples of India should rise in the scale of nations, 
and who does uot therefore welcome every measure that has for its object 
the uplifting of the races that dwell in this great land. It has been well 
said that no nation can be greater than its mothers. In deep sympathy 
as I am with the aspirations of my Indian colleagues in this Chamber 
for the fuller emancipation of their womanhood, and knowing, as I do, 
their great ability to champion the cause of their women, I will merely 
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say that I am here to speak in particular on behalf of the women of my 
community. We maintain that in all material respects they are as 
qualified as the men for the exercise of the vote. The Census shows 
that the Anglo-Indian population is equally divided between males and 
females, and that education is practically universal. The official publi- 
cation entitled “Statistics of British India” records that in 1919-20 there 
were 22,568 Anglo-Indian boys and 21,354 Anglo-Indian girls receiving 
instruction. Again, the economic pressure of these days has resulted 
in the women of the community becoming wage-earners in annually 
increasing numbers. Many of them are supporting dependents. 
Numbers of them are paying un income-tax or a municipal rate or cess. 
We find them serving in Government and mercantile offices: in ietail 
firms and railways ; in the postal and telegraph departments ; in schools 
and hospitals. Some of them fill well-paid positions of trust and res- 
ponsibility. The Report of tlic Calcutta Domiciled Community Inquiry 
Committee (1918-19) provides the following statistics relating to Anglo- 
Indian women workers pei 100 men: — 


Industries 

... 30 

Transport 

... 5 

Trade 

... 22 

Public Administration 

... 4 

Arts and Professions 

... 114 

Other Occupations 

* ... 69 


T believe that <t few telling facts, briefly stated, speak with more elo- 
quence than the best turned sentences. I have therefore confined myself 
to facts, and I claim that I have shown that whether the test of literacy 
or the test of payment of a tax or rate be applied to them, a large per- 
centage of Anglo-Indian women are qualified for the suffrage, and for 
participating in the rights and responsibilities of citizenship. I cordi- 
ally support the original recommendation now before this Council. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: It is very difficult to 
speak against such a resolution, not because there are no reasons against 
it but because there is so much sentiment in favour of it, and particu- 
larly because any opposition to it may be misconstrued as disrespect to 
the womankind and want of sympathy with their aspirations. However, 
one has got to take thht risk — the risk of being misinterpreted and mis- 
judged and incur odium when one sincerely believes that neither the 
best interests of the ladies nor those of the country will be served by 
passing such a resolution at this stage. 

Sir, I am no believer in any inherent disability of woman and hence 
1 base my opposition neither on the authority of the Old Testament, 
nor to the Bhagabat, neither on the authority of St. Augustine nor that 
of Sankaraeharyya, neither on what Martin Luther used to repeat, nor 
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what Napoleon said to Madame Condorcet. No, not on any authority 
either old or new is my opposition grounded. 

Neither am I oblivious of the cultural history of ancient India, of 
the solid achievements of the ladies of old, of their contribution to the 
hvmnology of the Vedas, of their elaboration of the doctrines of Upani- 
shad, of the propagation of Buddhism beyond the confines of India, to 
Ceylon by Sanghamita, of the developments that even Astrology and 
Mathematics received at their hands. Yes, even the darkest ages had 
their flashes of lightning. But old times have gone and old manners 
have changed long, long ago. 

I know, Sir, I shall be asked, “if you do believe in a renaissance, if 
\ou have any idea of what is coming. ” My reply is, yes, I do believe 
in a renaissance, I do pray for it, not in the sense of an ‘overturn and 
reversal’ by any foreign culture, but in the sense of a re-birth of the 
national soul.” But as we are not yet sure in what forms and acti- 
vities it will reincarnate itself and as “ in the outward life of the nation 
we are still in a stage of much uncertainty and confusion” we cannot but 
oppose a proposition which is coming only on the top ol' a wave of imita- 
tion. Moreover, 1 am fortified by Lord Salisbury’s reply: “We have no 
right to assume what the future will be. It is your duty to act as you 
honestly believe. Even if it w r ere the fact that your opponents must 
ultimately triumph it is only designed that they shall so triumph after 
they have conquered every obstacle which it is your duty to put in their 
way. It is thus that natuie protects herself against what is premature.” 

Now to come to specific arguments against woman franchise at this 
stage, in the first place, Sir, I beg to say that the resolution is 
unauthorised. Except amongst a certain section, and a limited section 
too, oi Calcutta ladies there is, so far as I know, no reliable evidence 
of a desire or demand for such a franchise; and if that lie the case we 
have got no right, 1 think, to thrust such a right upon Hindu and 
Muhammadan women in general, specially when it is doubtful if the 
privilege exercised under the Reforms is enjoyed as a matter of right 
or by way of sufferance. I know, Sir, 1 shall he told in reply that 
then the representations of the educated men and so-called representa- 
tives of the masses cannot he taken as the views of the dumb millions. 
Sir, the educated men of the country have established their claim 
to be the spokesmen of the masses only after a “ return movement ” 
and after being “ back to the country ” in the wfdest sense of the term. 
So long as that movement of synthesis does not appear among the edu- 
cated women in this country the representative character of the go-ahead 
ladies can seriously he questioned. 

My second objection to women franchise at this stage, Sir, is that 
it is a proposal to put the cart before the horse — to invert historical 
sequence and the normal order of evolution. I do not know, Sir, of 
anv instance in history — where political enfranchisement has preceded 
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social emancipation — where women have got votes before the other 
elementary human rights. When for having lived for centuries in a 
conquered country, lived for ages in an enslaved society, when stickling 
between suicidal non-education on the one hand and a baneful foreign 
education on the other, our women have lost the freedom to move in sun- 
shine, to breathe ample air, to live freely and work out unfettered their 
high destiny, to realise themselves not, of course, in and through the 
forms borrowed slavishly from the West, but even in new forms instinct 
with national culture and consistent with their glorious past tradi- 
tions — to propose that they should have the right to vote and take part 
in elections — what else it can be but a hollow mockery, I do not 
understand. To take suffrage in such a narrow sense betrays only an 
imitative mind which cannot help the growth but only give a wrong 
direction to the woman movement in this country. 

And this brings me to my third objection to the resolution and that 
is that it will give a false ideal to “ feminism ” in this country and 
that is, Sir, what we “ vernacular-minded ” people fear most. We do 
not think, Sir, that by dragging our womenfolk into the political arena 
we can give “ Home ” to our “ Rule.” We think with Ellen Key 
that “ they must learn to know that their power is greatest in those 
provinces in which ‘ imponderable ’ values are created, values that 
cannot be reduced to figures and yet are the sole values capable of trans- 
forming humanity.” ” Until women ” and the pseudo-champions of 
their rights “ come to recognise this it must be insisted that the gain to 
society is nothing if millions of women simply do the work that men 
could do and probably do better and evade or fulfil but poorly the greater 
tasks of life and happiness, the creation of men and the creation of 
souls.” “ It is a pity,” says the same authoress, “ that the modern 
American reform proposition has so blinded many women that they do 
not see that the American programme is like the American birds, whose 
colours are magnificent but who cannot sing. The American soul in 
general still lacks music. It has no ear for the tones and half-tones 
of life. For it is not utilities but complete human beings that elevate 
life. Accordingly, all the outward improvements through legislation 
and social work remain on the whole without effect, because neither 
Inen nor women understand that what reallv counts is the work done 
in the field of ethical values and in the furtherance of spiritual condi- 
tions.” I admit, Sir, ‘that to fulfil their great tasks and destiny, women 
require the same human rights as men, but certainly this accession of 
rights should not begin with the storming of polling booths and capture 
of seats in Council Chambers. In India, we believe, there has been a 
diluvion of women’s rights and what we advocate is not the formation 
of an insula nata but " re-formation in situ.” For what our country 
needs at this juncture is richer, fuller, freer women — truer makers of 
men and not simply politically-minded women. 
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In the next place. Sir, my objection is that it is not the stage in 
which our ladies can participate with honour in politics — nothing hut 
participation in fully self-governing institutions befits them. And if 
women in free England could wait till 1919 (The Sex Disqualification 
Removal Act), cannot our sisters afford to wait a few years more? 
“ DolPs house ” in society may be distasteful to our educated ladies, 
but certainly a “ Doll’s house '' in politics is not a good substitute for 
that and flight from the one is as unjustifiable as it is unseemly tty 
fight for a candidate or place in the other. 

One word with regard to Rai Jogendra Chandra Ghose Bahadur's 
amendment and I have done. I did not think, Sir, that, being the 
representative of the University, the Rai Bahadur was incapable of 
thinking of any other qualification but University certificates. A mind 
that cannot contemplate any intelligence, comtnonsense or culture, out- 
side the walls of the University, does not, in spite of its eloquent pro- 
fessions, really honour our womanhood but honours University certi- 
ficates only. Hence, Sir, T am grieved to find that a ]k*inoii like* Rai 
Bahadur Ghose, insisting on such a qualification should in a manner and 
of course unwittingly insult the intelligence and commonsense of the 
Hindu and the Muhammadan ladies in general to whose tapasy< i, if to 
anything at all, the coming re-birth of the national soul of India will 
be largely due. 

But, Sir, in spite of all these objections, I shall be the last ]>erson 
to stand in the way of woman franchise, if I can only ascertain that 
such is the desire of our women in general, and if I can only under- 
stand what qualifications will be insisted on, and what practice and 
procedure will be followed to make it a reality, and, in this view, I beg 
to support the amendment of Kumar Rhib Shekhareswar Ray. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: 1 rise to support the resolution 
of Mr. S. M. Bose. I have been discussing the matter in and out 
of this Council and I shall now try to meet some of the arguments of the 
opponents of this resolution, viz., that our women are not yet fit for the 
suffrage, that very few’ of them w’ould only be able to participate in 
utilising the franchise, that the purdah svstem of a large majority of 
our women would be encroached upon, that the homes where the ladies 
are expected to be the guiding angels would be neglected, that, on the 
whole, the removal of the sex disqualification wpuld only unsex them. 
Now, to my mind, none of these arguments bears a moment's scrutiny. 

The question of fitness applies equally to men as well as to women. 
If we remember the fact that the minimum qualification of a voter is the 
payment of a very small amount of road cess or chaukidari tax, the 
average male voters of any constituency can neither be more intelligent 
nor educated enough to appreciate the value of franchise conferred on 
them, and I make hold to declare that many of the voters who arrived 
at the polling booths during the last election arrived there more out of 
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persuasion bv interested parties than out of a pure desire to utilise their 
franchise under a proper sense of responsibility. 

Rai Jogendra Ohunder Ghose Bahadur waxed eloquent on the fact 
that feven in England the women had no franchise till recently, but this 
hobble gentleman, the representative of the Calcutta University, ought 
to know that his University was much more liberal in conferring degrees 
to her daughters long, long before the Universities of Oxford or Cam- 
bridge. 

It is a known fact that, whenever a lady has been placed at the helm 
of affairs, be it the management of her estates or be it any social func- 
tion, the management of the functions is done with greater attention to 
morals, discipline and decency. The names of Queen Victoria the Good, 
Ahalva Bai, Rani Bhabani, Rani Sarat Sundari, Maharani Swarnamoyee 
and many others are instances in point. I mean no personal reflection 
to any one when I say that it is mv firm conviction that many of our 
wunindaris in Bengal will be managed more economically and with 
greater satisfaction to their tenants if, instead of the male zamindars, 
their ladies take their place, as in that case wanton frivolities will be 
a thing of the past. Do the opponents of this resolution seriously think 
that their ladies are not fit to exercise their votes when they themselves 
cannot refrain from consulting them in every detail of household affairs? 

Regarding the next point, that very few of our ladies would care to 
participate in utilising their opportunities, T will say that I am not a 
prophet nor am 1 gifted with the foresight like that of the opponents of 
this resolution, but I am sure a large section of our qualified lady voters 
will join, and join it with a full sense of responsibility, unlike some of 
of the male voters, who, during the last election, did not even know the 
names and whereabouts of the persons they voted for. Again, without 
giving our women an opportunity how can one bodly assert that this 
franchise will be utilised by few ? 

I come to the next point that the purdah would be encroached upon. 

I ask them in all seriousness, how? Will our women be dragged into 
the polling booths by hooligans or otherwise insulted? If our women 
can manage to give evidence in a court of law, if our lady zamindars in 
strict purdah can hold conversation sometimes with highest officers of 
Government, through their agents, if our women cap, attend in their 
thousands the public exhibition, the Zoological Gardens and the Museum; 
if our women in strict purdah can go in their hundred thousands to 
attend the Ragar Mela, Khumbha Mela, etc., and other ceremonial func- 
tions where there cannot be any total absence of males, I do not appreci- 
ate their reasoning when I hear that the purdah will be encroached upon. 

I do hot deny, however, that in case the sex disqualification is removed 
some arrangements will have to be made by the authorities to ensure 
privacy of the zenana and, I believe, this will not be an insurmountable 
difficulty for those who wield the paramount power. 
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The next point that the homes of the ladies will he neglected if this 
suffrage is allowed is also not justified by facts. Every voter is not 
going to get a seat in the Council to discharge the affairs of the State 
and no stretch of imagination enables me to forsee a numerical strength 
of lady members in the Council which cannot be counted on one’s finger 
ends. 

The elected members of this Council ought to realize that every 
member here has got to sacrifice something dear to him in attending this 
Council for the sake of his country, the lawyer his clients, the doctor 
his patients, the zamindar his tenants, and the professor his students, 
the merchant his business, and the others their coveted sleep and happy 
dreams. And if one lady in a lakh chooses to devote a few hours in the 
Council, or if the general body of lady voters spend half an hour for the 
purpose of recording their votes once in three years, will the happiness of 
all homes be a thing of the past? Personally, T do not believe it. Did 
a Rani Bhabani, a Maliarani Swarnamoyee, or Rani Sarat Sundari neglect 
their household duties in the discharge of their public functions? 

I would remind my opponents of the well known saying that tin* busiest 
* ]>ersons have got the greatest leisure and it is only the idle that always 
clamour for want of time. The last point, viz., that the removal of 
sex disqualification will only unsex them. 1 would not care to reply. 
When coming from the mufassal I entered the Medical College here, 
the presence of a large number of lady students in the class and the 
presence of nurses in the male wards wore something new to me and it 
took me some time to get accustomed to tin* new environment and I have 
every confidence that the same will result in this Council when our 
Councillors get accustomed to the presence of ladies in their midst. 
One word more and I finish. I am a member of the orthodox Hindu 
community, the identical community from which comes Kumar Shib 
Shekhareswar Ray, not in name alone but in practice, and 1 am one of 
those who did not practise in private life any thing for which I may 
stand convicted in the public gaze of my society. I am, on the other 
hand, not one of those who feel a charm for everything foreign, but 
still I am one of those who would not like for ever to remain in a nanow 
groove to the sacrifice and detriment of the best interests of our country. 
I am one of those who believe in the Reforms, hut I am not one of those' 
who believe them to produce any real effec t so long as the tancfits of the 
Reforms are not allowed to he shared by all — mtm and women alike* — 
who have got the best interests of their country at heart. 

I am aware, Sir, that a similar opposition was headed by the so- 
called orthodox school at the time of introducing filtered water supply in 
the town of Calcutta when people of position and influence deplored the 
introduction of filtered water on the ground of religion. I am aware, 
Sir, of the opposition on the ground of religion about the abolition of 
Sutee and the offerings of living children to the Ganges. 1 am also 
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aware, Sir, of another opposition in the name of religion about the Con- 
sent Bill, hut it is common knowledge that people have now appreciated 
the boons. What is morally good is also good for society and further- 
more orthodoxy is not bigotry. I fully believe that the removal of sex 
disqualification will be of material help in bringing up latent talents in 
the management of the administration of the country in a class of people 
hitherto neglected, and I am sure those, who are opposing this resolu- 
tion to-day, will welcome it in future by the results achieved. 


Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I owe it to the 

womanhood of the country to support the resolution moved by Mr. 
S. N Bose. One may call us conservatives, moderates, extremists or 
nationalists, but T myself belong to a school of thought which 
has been always progressive. I would not go on repeating or para- 
phrasing what John Stuart Mill has said on the subjection of women in 
these days of growing democracy. Indian womanhood, cultured woman- 
hood, can no longer be left behind in the race of life and debarred from 
enjoying political privileges. They have begun to assert their position 
and it is time that we should concede to them their right ungrudgingly. 
Irrational prejudice of men have done much to retard the mental growth 
and mental progress of our women and their birthright has long been 
denied to them. We would no longer be able to keep them back from 
their rightful places in the body politic. Our ancient scriptures, our 
history of old days, as left to us, contain brilliant pages of achieve- 
ments by Indian womanhood and kings and emperors of those days 
thought it a high privilege to be instructed and guided by the advice 
of the cultured ladies who visited their courts. It would not do for us 
to ignore the signs of the times and not take due notice of the 
movement that has been set on foot in the country to secure votes for 
women. We can postjxme the question and thereby help to create a 
new sort of discontent ; but we will not be permitted to shelve the 
question much longer. Our ladies know better than we do how to 
accomplish an object and surely it will neither be wise nor sagacious 
to drive them to the necessity of fighting out their case to the bitter 
end. I plead for doing the act with good grace and nothing is well 
done which is not done with good grace. We are working on con- 
stitutional lines and we are in for Swaraj. It will therefore be in the 
fitness of things if we solidly vote for the acceptance of the resolution 
moved by Mr. S. M. Bose. My only regret is that other parts of the 
country — Madras and Bombay preferably — had to show us the wav and 
remind us of our duty. But it is never too late to mend and let us 
menfl the matter by the solidity of our votes. Let not the world sav 
that cultured Bengal and representatives of the people in the Council 
have failed to give correct expression to public opinion in the matter 
Let us unanimously vote for this resolution. 
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I have had the opportunity to listen to the arguments of Kumar Shih 
Shekhareswar Ray who says that it would he very difficult to put the 
principle in operation, if acted upon by this Council. But there would 
be no difficulty if Government be prepared to modify the election rules. 
When these rules were initiated by Government, great difficulty was 
felt in many quarters to carry them out. 1 myself felt great difficulty 
in that way; but these election rules art* now put in ojK»ration and no 
one can doubt the excellence of them. If tin* election rules are framed 
and drafted on a proper basis, there will be no difficult \ m the way. 
Reference lias been made to the bazar women who it i** feared would 
come forward to vote in the election. Gan there not be any rule to 
prohibit them? Membeis of the Council will find no difficulty if the 
rules are framed as I said on pioper basis True, it is, that the purdah 
system prevails in our country. True it is, that ladies cannot come out 
of the purrhih; but will that be an argument against carrying out the 
principle enunciated in the Council Manual? At the time when the 
Widows Remarriage Act was before the Government, we know what 
objections were raised; solid objections weie made at the time but 
some of my countrymen saw that it was a mistake* to oppose the prin- 
ciple enunciated in it. When flic* Acts are no\el, when rules are novel, 
when the subject is new . there must Ik* objections but we ought not 
to be afraid of them. I am led to think, after deep and anxious con- 
sideration, that it is high time that this Council should considei the 
force of the resolution which has been hi ought forward before if. ft 
is time that we should not be in the backward line*, on the retrograde 
side. We must come foiwaid and help the women as far 1 as it lies in 
us Great injustice has been done fo the girls and women of our 
country. We educate our bo vs at great expense but wliat have wo 
done to educate our girls? It is time that Bengal should come forward 
to allow the women to exorcise their right of franchise. If I am not 
irrelevant, T may plead to this Council, as \ have done on many plat- 
forms, that it is necessary for Bengal fo see that the education of 
women is spread as far as possible. Tf female education would hn\e 
spread in the country, we would lane seen many female Councillors in 
the Council Chamber by this time. 

With these words, T lw*g to suppoit the resolution moved by my 
friend Mr. S. M/ Bose. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: I beg to support the lesolution 
moved by Mr. S. M. Bose. As a Muhammadan T am bound to support 
it. From the very commencement of civilization, during the time of 
the Saracens, the Arab women accompanied their husbands to battle. 
They were behind their husbands and if any one wanted to flee away 
from the battle-field, it was the voice of his wife which goaded him on. 
Naturally the men were ashamed to flee away from the battle-field ; 
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they would not show their backs to the enemy. What was their valour 
due to? It was due to the presence of their wives. 

Then again, coming to recent times, we have got Nur Jehan, Sultana 
Rezia and Chand Bibi who were the ornaments to womanhood. They 
had shown to the world their administrative capacity which we are 
afraid to give to the women of Bengal. Those gentlemen who are afraid 
of the purdah , do they know that Muhammadan women go on pilgrim- 
age to Mecca thousands of miles away from their homes? l)o they not 
then lose their purdah ? Is the purdah torn off their faces when 

they go to visit the holy place of Mecca? Certainly not! There- 

fore, we ought not to be afraid that if we give the franchise to our 
women we would tear away the purdah fiom their faces. I say that we 
ought not to be afraid of giving franchise to our women, be they Hindus, 
be they Muhammadans, or of any other denomination. Therefore, 1 
beg to submit that this Council, especially the Muhammadan Council- 
lors, would consider all these facts which 1 give from our own society, 
not from any other society. There are hundreds of zamindar ladies 
and hundreds of ladies of middle class who have gone tjo Mecca and 
have come back as Tfajis. Are they in anv wav inferior 9 Do you not 
revere them? Do you not say that they have j>erfonned a dutv which 

many of you have not performed? Therefore, I should like to impress 

upon the Councillors that such is the Muhammadan society and such 
is the society in Bengal. You would do very well to give them the 
franchise asked for. 

The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler has told us that the Government 
has reserved this duH of giving the franchise to women to the Reformed 
Council. Government has done nothing about it. It is left to vour 
good sense to grant the franchise. Aie you going, when the oppor- 
tunity occurs, to ignore it? Are >ou going to say “ no, we are not 
going to give franchise to women.” 

Rai Jogendra Chundei (those Bahadur has told you that our males 
are dumb driven cattle. If they were given franchise, why not women? 
When the franchise is given we shall see how it w’orks, whether the 
purdah is an im]K*diment or not. The details are not at present before 
this House for consideration. To-day the principle whether fran- 
chise ought to be given to women i.s under consideration, and I trust 
Hint this Council will have no hesitation in giving the franchise to 
women. 

Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray is afraid of public women. He says 
that purdah ladies would be swamped hv these public women, but can 
there not be a rule prohibiting them from being voters? They should 
not be able to come to this Council as Councillors. They are not in 
any sense fitted to be Councillors. It is an insult to morality, if my 
friends think so; it is an insult to intelligence if ray friends think that 
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the public women should come and sit here as Councillors. 11 \ legis- 
lation, they should be deprived of the light to vote. It is only to the 
respectable women, zenana women who are educated, cultured or who 
have property qualification, that we should give franchise . If they 
like, they can come to this Council and at the same time observe their 
purdali. They may deliberate with the other Councillors here. 

Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray says that Madras and Bombay have 
given votes to women, because they do not have purdah. I think that 
he is wrong. There are women in Bombay and Madias who aie called 
r/hosha Indies and they are the same as purdah ladies of Bengal. There- 
fore, if such (jhosha ladies can he gi\en iianchise, why should not the 
purdah ladies of Bengal he given the franchise I" 

With regard to the amendments, I beg to submit that it the prin- 
ciple is accepted, that the iianchise should be given to women, 1 think 
that the limitation that has been promised by Hm .logendra ('bunder 
Ghose Bahadur and Balm Annada Chainn Dutta, cannot hold water, 
because there may he women who aie as much cultuicd oi educated as 
any of the ladies who have passed the university examinations. 
Because the liall-maik of a University has not been attached to their 
names, 1 think that they ought not to be deprived ol then vote, if 
they are sufficiently educated or are intelligent and lessens pioperty 
qualifications. 

There is another point. A lady zaimndar is. 1 think, us much quali- 
fied as a lady oi girl who has passed the Mati iculat ion examination. 
Theiefoie, there ought not to beany limitation. 

I beg to remind my Muhammadan iiiends that it is out religion 
which gives the right of inliei itance to mu women. When a Muham- 
madan gentleman dies, hi s rhihlien whethei male oi female inherit his 
property equally’. The pnqxuty qualification amongst Muhammadiuis 
will he more easily found than among Hindus; thus the number of female 
Muhammadan voters would he much greater than that of the Hindus. 
With these words, 1 support the resolution that has been moved by my 
friend Mr. S. M. Bose. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned to Friday, the 2*»d September, 1921, at 
d r.M., at the Town Ilttll, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Friday, the 2nd September, 1 021 , at 3 r.M. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President, the Hon’ble the four Members of the 
Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers and 105 nominated 
and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Passenger trains on Howrah-Burdwan chord line. 

*XXXII. Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works 
aware of the overcrowding in the evening up local passenger trains on 
the Howrah-Burdwan chord line of the East Indian Hail way ? 

* (b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that in the evening up local 

trains, third and intermediate class daily passengers avail themselves of 
the second class compartments to the inconveniences and discomfort of 
the bond fide second class passengers? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that very often 25 to 30 
passengers are allowed to travel in a second class compartment by 
those trains? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC W0RK8 
(the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): 

(a), (b) and (r) The reply is in the negative. 

Waterways on the Issurdih-Serajganj and Issurdih-Santahar lines. 

*XXXIII. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : (a) Will 

the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works 
be pleased to state whether the Government are aware that on the Issur- 
dih-Serajganj Railway and Issurdih-Santahar Railway lines the water- 
ways are insufficient, and that on that account there has been a sudden 
flood this year near several bridges in those lines, and the Dilpasar 
bridge in the Serajganj line has been overflooded and damaged, causing 
great hardship and heavy losses to the people over the flood area? 
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(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of instituting 
an immediate inquiry with the object of ascertaining the true state 
of things during the present rainy season, and of taking remedial 
measures at once, if considered necessary : 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur* ( o ) ( omplamts regarding liisiifliciencv hu\e been 
received and, with a view to settle this question, lc\els of the floods on 
both sides of these railwav lines are being observed during the present 
monsoon, to ascertain if there is reall\ any destructive heading up on 
one side of the embankments Government ha\e no information in 
legard to the Dilpasar bridge on the Serajganj line nor of the heavy 
losses to the people alleged to lane taken ]daee m the flooded area. 

( b) Yes. steps have alieadv been taken to record flood levels during 
the present mine season and to collect lndraulic data 


Coolie affairs at Chandpur. 

♦XXXIV. Babu FANINDRALAL DE: Will the lion hie the 
Membei m charge of the Political Depul tment Ik* pleased to state whethei 
any action has been taken by tin* Government with regard to tin* officers 
in connection with the coolie affairs at Chandpur, in view of the resolu- 
tion passed in the dul\ session of the Council v If not, what is the 
cause of the dela\ ? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hobble 
Sir Henry Wheeler): The attention of the officers concerned lias been 
drawn to the proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council, dated the 
cStli and llth duly, 1921, in connection with the incident at Clmndpur 
on the 20th May last. 


Lecturers and Demonstrators. 

♦XXXV. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will the 
Hon’blc the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state — 

(a) (?) whethei it is a fact that, in iccent rears, lecturers and 
demonstrators have, on first entering the sen ice, been 
appointed on different lutes of salat ies~~ some on Rs. 200 a 
month, some on Rs. 150. some on Rs 125 and some on Rs. 100. 
and 

(ti) whether it is also a fact that some of the existing senior 
leet mers and demonstrators were, under the old system, first 
apjK >in ted on Rs. 50 a month:" 
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(6) If ho, will the Hon’ble the Minister he pleased to st£te — 

(i) how they propose to treat all these officers in determining their 
positions on the nominal rolls of the new service; and 
(n) how they propose to treat the latter type of officers ? 

(r) Will the Hon’hle the Minister he pleased to state — 

(0 Whether, in determining the positions of all lecturers and 
demonstrators, their ]>eriod oi service will he counted from 
the very dates on which they weie first appointed as lecturers 
and demonstrators, as the case may lx*, irrespective of theii 
starting salaries, as if all of them were apjxnnted on Its. 150 
from those dates? 

(i i) If not , why not ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): (5/) (?) In recent years lecturers and 
demonstrators have initially been appointed on Rs. 200, Rs. 150 and 
Rs. T25 according to the circumstances of individual cases. They have 
not been appointed on Rs. 100. During the existence of the Eastern 
Bengal and Assam Government lecturers and demonstrators m Eastern 
Bengal colleges were appointed initially on Rs. 100. 

(ti) Before 1004 there 1 were a few appointments on Rs. 50 initially 
(b) (/) On reorganisation the existing relative position of t li e 
officers is not likely to he disturbed. 

(it) and ( r) The matler is still under the consideration o! Go\ em- 
inent, and before Government passes definite orders it cannot lie foretold 
what shape the matter will take. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Primary schools in Midnapore and Chatal subdivisions. 

190. Babu DEVENDRA LAL KHAN: Will the Hon’hle the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education he pleased to state 

( ) ) how lima primary schools for boys are there in the Midnapore, 
Sadar and Ghatul subdivisions; 

(u) how many students are there in such schools; 

(m) the total number of school-going hoys m the above two sul. 

divisions and their profi t ion ate number in such schools; and 
(ir) the amount of grants-in-aid that such schools receive from the 
District Board and the Municipality and direct from vhe 
Government, respectively ? 
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The Hon^e Mr. P. c. MITTER: A statement is laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 190 , showing 
the number (f primary schools, the pupils m them , the number of 
hoys of school-going aye in the Sadar and (Jhatul Sub-dudsions in the 
Midnopore district and the amount of grant-maud allotted to them . 
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Efficiency bar for judicial officers. 

191. Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble tin* Member 

rliaige of I lie •! udieial Department blr* pleased In s;i\ — 

in) what is the proceduie laid down foi considering the eflieieiiey 
bar oi j udn lal officers ; 

( b ) when will the el1inenc\ bar of the judicial ofliccis (Munsifs), 
who would be nthenvise entitled to get Rs. r >f>0 iccordu.g to 
time-scale, be considered; 

C) who will fiist mo\e in the matter: whether <io\ernnient , the 
High Cowt or the Aceountant-fieneral, Rental Y 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Me 
Sir Abd-Ur-Rahim) : (n) K\er\ cane in carefully considered b\ the 
High Court bed ore an otfieei is allowed to diaw pay at a late above the 
stage at which the efficiency bar is fixed . 

( b ) The question whether the officers refeired to sliould he legarded 
ak having passed the etliciency bai will lie (oiisideied b\ the High Court 
on the reopening of the Court aftei tin* vacation. It has been arranged 
that this question will be consideied annual!} on leteipt of a list from 
the Accountant-General, llcngal, ot the officers concerned. 

(c) The Accountant-General, llcngal, who has the necessary informa- 
tion regarding the pay of officers, will first move in the matter. 
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Amalgamation of the Krishnagar Road and City stations. 

192. Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA ROY Bahadur: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Public W orks 
be pleased to state whether it is under the contemplation of the Railway 
authorities to amalgamate the Krishnagar Road station with the Krish- 
nagar City station? 

(b) If so, when is this expected to be done? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desii ability of moving the 
Railway authorities to complete this amalgamation at an eaily date? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CH AUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (//), (h) and (V) Government have no information in 
this matter which will, however, be brought to the notice of the Rail- 
way authorities. 


Cadre of higher police service. 

193. Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: (a) Will the Hon blc 

the Member in charge of the Appointment. Department be pleased t< 
state v hat is the present strength of the cadre of superintendents, 
additional superintendents and assistant superintendents of police in 
Bengal ? 

(h) When was the number of oflieers in each case sanctioned, anc 
how many posts out of the sanctioned strength are actually filled up al 
present, and how man\ vacancies are there in each case? 

(r) How many posts of additional superintendents are at presen' 
substanti vel\ held by Indians? 

( (1 ) How nuinv of these officers have been appointed fioin amongs 
promoted and directly appointed deputy superintendents? 

( c ) Is the percentage of the total numbei ol Indian additional super 
intendents of Police to the s< length the same as recommended by tin 
Public Services Commission? 

{f) If not, will the llon’ble the Member be pleased to state tin 
reason for this? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (th 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler): (<?) Superintendents, 45; additiona 
superintendents, 18; assistant superintendents, 52. 

( b) The cadre was originally sanctioned on the constitution of thi 
Presidency in 1912, and with subsequent additions stands as in (a) above 
There are no vacancies in the cadre of superintendents, but there ari 
IS vacancies in the cadre of assistant superintendents. 

(c") Two posts of additional superintendents are at present held sub 
stantively pro tempore by Indian officers. 



QUESTIONS. 


349 


1921 .] 

(d) Of the six posts of superintendents ami additional superinten- 
dents held by Indians, two are at present filled by promoted, three by 
directly recruited, deputy superintendents, and one b\ a promoted 
assistant commissioner of the Calcutta police. 

(e) and (/) The Public Serv ices Commission made no recommenda- 
tion as to the percentage of appointments to be held b\ Indian additional 
superintendents. 


Khulna distress. 

194. Babu SAILAJA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI: wO Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department oi Revenue (hand 
Revenue) be pleased to state the latest reports regarding the pi e\ ailing 
distress in Khulna, with particular reference to — 

(i) places where the distress is most acute; 

(?/) deaths from starvation, if an\ ; 

t m) health of the people in the affected area; 

(iv) measures of relief adopted with special reference to the numbei 
of 2,000 persons who have been redmed to abject povcit\, 
as mentioned in reply to m\ question at the last meeting of 
the Council 9 

(b) Is tin* Hon’ hie the Member awaie that then* have bei*n some 
private organisations to affoid relict m tin* distressed aica 9 

let If so, will the (iovernment he pleased to state 
(/) the natiue of relief <* i \ n b\ such organisations. 

(iO the number of people receiving such relief 9 

(d) Are the Government aware that there have been repeated failures 
of crops smt e the evt lone of 1010, in tlianas Paikgaeha, Asasum, 
SliNamnagai and Kaliganj, including Prat.ibnngar beat house, and 
that the ordinary aveiage outturn pel lnglia of the crops there c\cn 
before the cyclone diminished considerable i* 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of making an 
inquiry into the causes of such diminishing outturn 9 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja* Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(a) A communique showing the result of the Jfon’hle Member’s visit to 
the affected area has already been published. 

(i) Pratabnagar Union, Kasimaii in Nhvamnagai thanu, and certain 
tracts in Paikgaeha thana adjacent to t lie Sipsa and Koyra and Kobadak 
rivers, wherever the embankments have failed to keep out salt water. 

(«) None. 

(iu) Health is not good; malaria and bowel complaints are prevalent. 
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( iv ) Apart froin non-official relief, which in referred to below, 
Government have granted lbs. 40,000 as agricultural loans, Rs. 5,000 
to the District Board for rebel, and Rs. 1,000 for cloths from the Ram 
Lai Mukherjee’s Fund. 

Suspension ol rent in affected khas mahals has been granted and 
realisation ol previous agricultural loans has been suspended in the 
affected areas. The District Board also provided relief work by road 
construction as long as tin* weather permitted, and is now providing 
medical assistance in all the affected tracts. 

(b) The Seva Asram of Khulna, the Ram Krishna Mission and 
the Bama Missions are doing good work in the affected areas. 

(r) The latesl figures supplied are: — 


Srvtt Asram 

Until Krishna Mission 


(1) Nutuie of relief. 


(X) Member of 
recipients. 


Distribution of rice and cloth 12,S17 

Distribution of rice and cloth 1,422 


The Bama Mission luive just commenced woik and no figures are 
a v tillable. 

(</) Yes, the condition of the embankments, which are in many 
places quite inadequate to cope with the increasing salinity of the rivers, 
has resulted in failure of crops since the cyclone of 1919. It is a fact 
that these causes had even before the cyclone led to a deterioration in 
the productive capacity of the areas so affected. 

(c) Government propose to make inquiries with a view to ascertain 
what steps are possible for the restoration of the embankments and for 
the exclusion of saline water. 


Depressed classes. 

195. Babu BH I8HMADEV DAS: {a) Will the Hon' hie the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Appointment Department he pleased to state what 
classes are included m the term “depressed classes ” ? 

{b) Have the Go\ eminent accepted the classification recognised bv 
the Calcutta University Commission? 

[c) What is the population of the “ depressed classes “ in Bengal 
un recognised by the Government? 

(d) Will it he possible for the Government to supply figures show- 
ing how many of these have passed the Matriculation, Intermediate in 
Arts and Science, Bachelor of Arts and Science, and Master of Arts and 
Science Examinations during the last ten years? 
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(e) What number and percentage of the appointments in the follow- 
ing services and departments are at present held b\ the members of the 
“ depressed classes ” : — 

y i ) Bengal Civil Service { Executive and JudinaD; 

{ii) Subordinate Executive Police; 

(lit) Registration; 

\ir) Education; 

(r) Excise; 

(vi) Agriculture; and 
(rn) Co-operative? 

The Hon’ble sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) and (b) No rigid classi- 
fication has been adopted or recognis'd l>\ Government. The castes 
and tribes named in Chapter VII of the Report of the Calcutta Cniver- 
sitv Commission have been generally regarded as coming wit li in thr 
category. 

< r) A lit tit' over seven millions. 

( il ) No. 

• (c) The information is not on record. 


Bengal Civil Service. 

196. Mr. SYED ERFAN ALI: (a) Is the IIonTde the Mcmbei in 
chaige of tlu^ Appointment Department aware of the discontent pie- 
\ ailing among the deputy colleetois ol Bengal over tin* new time-scale 
of pin ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the salan of similar offieeis in othei provinces 
is higher than in Bengal? If so, can the Government assign an\ reason 
for it ? 

( c) Did the Public Services Commission suggest ditteient scales of 
pay foi the different provinces? 

(<l) Is it a fact that the deputv colleetois sent a inemonal to tin* 
local Government pjotestmg against the new scale of pa\ ? If so, will 
the llou’ble the Member be pleased to state what action was taken on 
the memorial ? 

i r) Is it a fact that the deputy colleetois have now memorialised the 
Government ot India? If so, have the local (roynnnciil foi wanted 
then memorial? If not, will the Ilon’bh* tin* Member be pleased to 
state the reasons tor withholding the memorial? 

( f) AV ill the Hou’ble the Membei be ]deased to state under what 
atuhority the local Government fixed the scale of pa> of these officers? 

(//) Is it a fact that the Imperial Government are the onlv authority 
to fix the pay oi otfieers appointed before 1914? 

(h) Are the Government aware that in other provinces as well as in 
the Indian Civil Services, only one efficiency bar bus been laid down, 
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whereas in Bengal there are two efficiency bars besides a selection grade 
bar, and that the Increment in those provinces is annual and not biennial 
as is the case in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Government have received 
lepresentations as to the inadequacy of the new time-scale for the Bengal 
Civil Service from members of that service. 

(b) The time-scale of some provinces is more favourable than that 
of Bengal. The latter was fixed after a careful consideration of the 
circumstances and needs of this Presidency. 

(c) No, except for Burma. 

(d) Yes. As the time-scale had been fixed after due consideration, 
Government were unable to reopen the question and the memorialists 
wore informed accordingly. 

( e ) Yes: the memorial has been forwarded. 

(/) The scale was fixed by the local Government under powers dele- 
gated to it by the Secretary of State and the Government of India. 

(ff) Under section 18, Regulation IX, 1888, the pay of deputy 
collectors is to be fixed by the Governor-General in Council. This 
section was repealed in 1914 by the Repealing and Amending Act, 1914. 

(h) In the Indian Civil Service, there is only one efficiency bar. The 
creation of two efficiency bars in the Bengal Civil Service is in accord- 
ance with the recommendations of the Secretary of State. Provisions 
for increment are not the same in all provinces. On these points refer- 
ence is invited to the answer to (b) above. 


Licensing Boards (Excise). 

197. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : (a) Will the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state — 

(i) the statutory functions of licensing boards; 

</?) the objects in view for which they were constituted? 

( b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that the licensing board has not been given the following powers, 
namely, — 

(i) to grant wholesale licenses; 

(//) to select vendors; 

(m) to settle hours of sale; and 

(iv) to determine the strength at which liquor should be sold? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of constituting 
licensing boards with a non-official majority? If not, why not? 
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MINI8TER in cliarge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE ami 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur)! (a) (i) Licensing boards foi ilia cities of Calcutta and 
Howrah, exercise, subject to the control of the local Government and 
to the exclusion of the Collector, all the powers (except that of granting 
licenses) and perform all the duties which are conferred and i imposed 
upon the Collector by section 34, read with section 33 of the Excise Act 

(ii) They have been appointed to considei and finally decide, subject 
to the supervision of the Government, all proposals of the Excise Depart- 
ment in connection with the number and location of excise shops in the 
cities of Calcutta and Howrah. 

( b ) No. The licensing 1 boards have not been given these powers, 
but they can bring to the notice of the Commissioner of Excise such 
opinions as they may form on any of the subjects. 

(r) The Government will, before long, consider the question of the 
constitution of the present licensing boards for the cities of Calcutta and 
Howrah and will endeavour to make such changes in the constitution as 
would lead to a better representation in the boards of the public non- 
official view on these questions If considered necessary, the Govern- 
ment will see that there is a non-official majority in the boards. 

Arrests and convictions due to drunkenness in Calcutta and its 
suburbs. 

198. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon hh 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Agncultuie and Industries 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing— 

(i) the number of arrests due to drunkenness; and 

(u) the number of convictions arising therefrom; 

in the town of Calcutta and its suburbs in each of the last five wars? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (i) The information asked for in part (i) of the question 
is not readily available. 

(ii) Calcutta (Town proper) —191 6-1 7, 4,224; 1917-18. 6,038; 

1918-19, 5.006; 1919-20, 5,209; 1920-21. 5,293. 

Calcutta (Suburbs).— 1916-17, 2,528; 1917-18. 2,808; 1918-19, 
2,679; 1919-20, 2,719 ; 1920-21, 2,201. 

Assistant sub-inspectors of police. 

199. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state what class 
of men are appointed as assistant sub-inspectors of police? 
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* (b) What is the standard of qualification on which these appoint- 

ments arc made? 

(r) How is their promotion to higher ranks regulated? 

((]) Is it a fact that the scale of pay which was recommended and 
sanctioned for the assistant sub-inspectoi s in pre-war days was announced 
a year ago? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble the Membei aware of the discontent prevailing 
amongst these officers? 

(/) Are tin* Government considenng the desiiability of enhancing 
the scale of pay sanctioned for the assistant sub-inspectors? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir 
Henry Wheeler): M and lb) Assistant sub-inspectoi s both in the 
Bengal and Talent ta police are reciuited by promotion from the rank 
of literate constables and also by direct enlistment. Direct recruits are 
required to have passed the matriculation examination. 

(c) In tin* Bengaf police, r >() per cent., and m the Talcutta police, 
2*> j>er cent., of \aeaneies m the tank of sub-inspectois are filled 1>\ the 
promotion of assistant suh-inspeotors 

((f) No. Tlie scale* of pa\ sanctioned m 1920 was fixed with leter- 
ence to modern economic conditions. 

(r) Government aic aware that the assistant sub-inspectoi s are not 
content with the revised scale of pa\ sanctioned for them. 

(/) No. 


Military guards at Chandpur and elsewhere on the 
Assam-Bengal Railway. 

200. Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: K a) Is the I-Ion’ hie the 
Member in chaigc ot the Police Department awaie that the military 
])olice (Guikha) guards m the (Oiandpin steamer gliat prevent, 01 used 
to prevent, passengers holding through tickets from hoarding the 
steamers at night, and that such passengers had to spend the night at 
Thundpur ? 

. ( I) ) Is the Hoii* file the Meiubc*i aware that special guards from the 

armed or military police have been placed m many stat ions of the Assam- 
Bengal Kail way? 

(c) Will the (iovernnient be pleased to state whether the Assam- 
Bengal Railway or the steamei companies bear the cost of these extra 
guards? If not, why not? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of removing 
these extra guards? 
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The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: id) Government have 
received no representation on this subject. 

(b) Yes. 

(r) No. The force has been deputed foi the maintenance of law 
and order and not specially in the interest of the companies. 

(d) The guards will be withdrawn as soon as the necessity fof* 
retaining them ceases to exist. 


Waterways on the Burdwan- Howrah Chord Railway. 

201. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Is 

the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Rublic Works 
iiwaie that the East Indian Railwax Company m constructing their 
Hill dwaii-llowrah Chord line have not k<»]»t suflicient waterways between 
Rorabazar Gate and Helmuii station and ( 'hiiisin a-l)haniakhali l)is- 
tnct Hoard road in the district of Hooghlv? 

{It) Is the Hoii’ble the Mmistei av\aie that the people oi the locality 
ha\e suffered thereby both from the point ot \ lew of public health and 
production of crops? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble the Minister also awaic that it has lesulted in 
water-logging on the west oi the Himiwan-How i ah Uhord line between 
unless and d() and has caused a dearth of watei and consequent fniluieof 
the crops on the east oi the line? 

id) Are the Government eoiisidenng the desiiubilily of undertaking 
a local investigation by a Go's eminent Engiiieei and of laying the result 
of the investigation on the table? 

The Hon'hle the Nawsb SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: G/>, (b) and (c) No. 

{d) I’be question ot v atm wavs on the Sakt igai h-Kamai kundu 
section of the Hui dwan- How rah Chord ltailwa\ was caiefull\ considered 
by Government dining the < (instruct ion of the line The Superintend- 
ing Engineer. Souldi-W < stei n Circle, was asked to make a local inquiry 
as to the numbei and size oi the w.iteiways in company with the District 
and Railway Engineers and submit his leport to Government through 
the Commissionei oi the Division. 1 he Railway authorities have pro- 
vided all the additional watei ways lecommended by the Superintending 
Engineer and the local c ivil officers. In the < ircuiiistaiices, Government 
do not consider it desirable to take any further ac tion in this matter at 
present and until such time as the insufficiency of the waterways provi- 
ded for under normal conditions of lainfall and flood has been clearly 
established. 
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202. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Id con 

liection with liis statement in the Bengal Legislative Council on 
23rrl Martdi, 1921 (page 387, Volume I, No. 5 of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Proceedings), that the public would not he put t-o the slightest 
inconvenience by the removal of the press to Chetla, as Government 
publications would continue to he stocked at Writers’ Buildings, will 
the llon’blc tin* Member in charge of the Department of Finance be 
pleased to state whether the statement meant that the idea of the 
removal of the Book Depot to Chetla had been abandoned, or merelv 
that a small sale office would be located at Writers’ Buildings? 

( h) Will the TIon’ble the Member be pleased to state what is the 
estimated cost of construc tion of the portion of the building which will 
be occupied by the Book Depot at Chetla? 

(r) What will be the cost of construction of the racks and furnihne 
i n the new buildings at Chetla tor the Book Depdt? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Kerr): (a) tt is proponed to remove the main Book Depdt to Chetla 
and to have a local sale, office in Writers* Buildings. 

(b) Its. 1,15,000. 

(c) No estimate has been framed yet. 


Witness sheds in Rangpur courts. 

203. Maulvi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in (‘barge of the -Judicial Department he pleased to state whethei 
he is aware — 

(?) that there is no witness sheds attached to the civil courts of 
the Rangpur, Nadar and Suhdivisional Courts, and that this 
is the cause of great inconvenience to the public; 

(u) that there is a corrugated iron shed attached to the civil court 
of Rangpur, Nadar, which, when constructed, was meant foi 
the witnesses, hut has been used as a godown by the Govern- 
ment for thin last 10 or 12 years? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of constructing 
witness sheds at this place? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (a) (V) There are witness sheds 
attached to the civil courts in the Nadar and in Nilphamari and Kuri- 
gaon subdivisions of the Rangpur district. Administrative approval 
has been accorded to the construction of a witness shed at Gaibandha 
subdivision. The work will be taken up as soon as funds are available. 
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(it) The corrugated iron** shed attached to the civil court at Rangpur 
is being used as a godown. In its place a verandah has been set 
apart for use as witness shed. 

(b) The question does not arise. 

Silk industry in Mur&hidabad. „ 

204. Babu SURENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: Will the Thm'hh* 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industrie!* 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing: — 

(i) the number of silk-weavers in the district, of Murshidabad; 

(«) the number of silk-cloth dealers in the same district; and 

(Hi) the number of people who rear silk in the said district? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (V) 27,338. 

(if) Information not available. 

(Hi) 6,803. These figures were recorded so far back as the year 
1911. Recent figures are not available. 

Veterinary service. 

205. Babu ANN ADA CHARAN DUTTA: Will the Ilon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state — 

(a) whether it is a fact that the pay of an officer in tin* Piovmciul 

Veterinary Service of Bengal as sanctioned by the Right 

Hon’ble the Secretary of State for India is Rs. 250 750; 

(h) whether the Bengal Civil Veterinary Inspectors belong to the, 
cadre of the said Provincial Service since the creation oT the 
appointments in the Government of India letter to the Right 
Hon’ble the Secretary of State for India, No. 232 of 1907, 
and as sanctioned by the latter s No. 136 Rev., dated the 
23rd August, 1907; 

(r) if the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, why effect has not 
yet been given to the scale of pay ay referred to in (ft) as 
regards the Veterinary Inspectors; 

(<Z) whether it is in the contemplation of Government to grant the 
benefit of the revised scale to the Veterinary lns|>eetors, or 
to give them an all-round increase of pay, as in the case ^ 
services of similar status and cadre , % ir 

(e) whether it is a fact that till now the said Inspectors have been 
granted no increase of pay, or compensation in lieu thereof 
pending such grant of increment; 



358 


QUESTIONS. 


[2nd Sept. 


(/) whether memorials from the Yeteri**!^ Inspectors, dated the 
10th February, 1921, regarding the revision and incremeni 
of pay have been received by the Hon’ble the Minister; and 

.(g) whether the said memorials have been disposed of, and, if so. 
what orders have been passed thereon? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(c) The question does not arise. 

(d) The answer to the first part of the question is in the negative. 
The question raised in the second part is under consideration. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) Yes. 

,(g) The memorials are still under consideration. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge be pleased to state whether, on the lines mentioned in 
question (b) it really provides that these officers belong to the cadre as 
referred to in question («)? I trust that they have not been so 
classed. 

The Hcm’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: I must have notice of this question. 

Calcutta University budget. 

206. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
tflu&fi the budget of the Calcutta University is presented before the 
"■Semite ? 

( b) Is it a fact that lecturers are appointed before the budget is 
sanctioned ? 

(c) Is it a fact that one-third of the income derived from examina- 
tion fees is sanctioned for the Postgraduate Department of the Calcutta 
University ? 

(d) Is not the Science Department a part of the postgraduate 
teaching? 

(e) Is it a fact that no sum from the said fee fund has been Sanc- 
tioned for the Science Department in the year 1919-20? 

V'th* Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MUTER: The University has replied as 
follows : — 

(<i) There is no fixed date. 

(6) Yes, sometimes so. 
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(c) Reference is invite^*, section 44, Chapter XI of the Regnln- 

tions of the Calcutta University. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) It is not a fact. 


Assistant Secretaries. 

207. Maulvi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department he pleased to state 
how many posts of Assistant Secretaries are there in the various depart- 
ments of the Government of Bengal, and who hold those appointments? 

(b) How many of the Assistant Secretaries have been recruited from 
outside and how many have been taken from the office assistants? 

(c) What are the instructions of the Government of India in the 
matter of selecting Assistant Secretaries? 

(d) Is it not a fact that the direction of the Government of Indii 
is to the effect that these i>osts should be given to the office assistants 
{ts far as possible ? 

(e) Who has been recently appointed as the Assistant Secretary to 
the Judicial Department? 

(/) What are his qualifications? 

((]) Is it a fact that the claims of qualified and expei ienced office 
assistants have been overlooked in tin' matter of this appointment 
If so, why ? 

(h) Are the Government aware of the dissatisfaction among the 
office assistants on account of their supersession ? 

(i) Are the Government considering the desirability of throwing ojmmi 
these posts to the office assistants? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (n) The posts of Assistant 
Secretary are as follows : — 

(1) Public Works Department. — Mi. (\ B. Bayle\ ( permanent ) 

on leave. Maulvi S. M. Abdul Aziz (officiating i . 

(2) Legislative Department. — Mr. A. M. Hutchison ( jierinancrit ) . 

on deputation; Mr. K. M. Mazumdar (officiating). 

The above posts existed prior to the Reforms.* 

The following have since been created : — 

(3) * Judicial Department. — Maulvi Wali-ul-I slam. 

(4) Revenue Department. — Khan Bahadur Saiyid Abdul Latif. 

(5) Department of Local Self-Government. — Balm G. G, Sen. 

(6) Department of Agriculture and Industries. — Maulvi Muham- 

mad Chainuddin. 

(6) None of these officers were recruited from the office assistants. 

x* 
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(c) and ( d ) No precise instructions segarding selection have been 
received. The matter is one for the discretion of the local Government. 
(e) Maulvi Wali-ul-Islam. 

« (/) He is a deputy magistrate and deputy collector of twelve years’ 

standing; he has also had some previous acquaintance with Secretariat 
work in the office of the Director of Land Records. 

* (g) and (h) The answer is in the negative. 

(t) These posts are already open to the office assistants. 

Coolie affairs at Chandpur. 

208. Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to say 
what effect has been given to the resolution No. 45, passed at the last 
sessions of this Council, recommending the Government to take action 
against the conduct of local officials in connection with the ejectment 
of the coolies and their families from the station at Chandpur on the 
20th May, 1921? 

MEMBER in oharge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler): The member is referred to the answer given to a 
starred question asked at this meeting by Babu Fanindralal De. 


Coolie affairs at Chandpur. 

209. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULL1CK: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
in what manner the Government intend to give effect to the resolution of 
this Council regarding the Chandpur affair? 

* (/>) Will the Government be pleased to make a full statement as to 

how the officers concerned have been dealt with? 

(c) What further action does the Government propose to take in 
order to make the recurrence of such an incident impossible? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) and (b) The member is 
referred to the answer given to a starred question at this meeting by Babu 
Fanindralal De. 

(r) No further action is contemplated. 


Weights in vogue in several districts. 

210. Maulvi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement in a tabular form showing the 
weights in vogue in different districts of Bengal? 
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MINISTER in charge DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): The com- 
pilation of a statement of the kind asked for would involve an undue 
amount of labour. 

The following extract from the report of a special committee which 
was appointed in 1913 by the Government of India to inquire into 
question of the feasibility of securing the use of uniform weights ai»4 
measures in India furnishes information for many of the districts of 
Bengal : — 


“Measures of weight . — The ordinary table of weights in Bengal is 
4 kachhas^l chatak; 4 chataks-1 pao; 4 paos=l seer; 5 seers- 1 pan- 
seri ; 8 panseris=l maund and the most common seer in use in connec- 
tion with ordinary commodities is the seer of 80 tolas. The kachha 
seer of 60 tolas is commonly used for ordinary commodities in retail 
trade in Bakarganj, Birbhum, Bogra, Faridpur, Jalpaiguri, Midna- 
pore, Khulna, Murshidabad. Mymensingh, Palma, Uajshahi, and 
24-Parganas and in portions of Bunkum, .lesson* and ltangpur, in the 
principal marts in Bindwan, in outlying villages in Dacca. The same 
seer of 60 tolas is also used for agricultural produce in Hurd wan, in 
retail trade in dry fish and milk in Chittagong, for medicines m Dacca, 
for various commodities in different parts of Dmajpur, and for molasses 
and tobacco m Nadia. Various other seers are also used in retail 
trade; 52, 55, 58, 58g, 62, 64, 70, 72, 75, 78, 81, 828, H5g T 90, 96. In 
wholesale purchase, special weights are frequently used, for instance, 
a seer of 82| tolas for cotton in Chittagong, for rice, sugar, etc. in 
Dacca, fot paddy, rice and mustard in Dmajpur, for country produce 
in Midnapore, for paddy, lice, betel-nut, etc. in Mymensingh, and for 
rice in Bakarganj, Tip]>era and 24-Parganas; the seer of 120 tolas for 
sugar in Bakarganj; the seer of 84jj tolas for jute in Dacca, Palma and 
24-Parganas and for paddy, jute, rice, mustard, and other grains in 
Mymensingh. Other seers are used in wholesale trade, such as of 81, 
82, 768, 83, 84, 85, 86, 96, 100, 90, 84?/, 88, 75, 58. various seers are 
used in the "same district for different purposes, e.g.. in Chittagong, 
there are seers of 16, 52, 60, 64, 70, 75, 80, 82, 82£, 83, 84, 85, 86, 90; 
96 and l 60 tolas, while in Chittagong Hill Tracts, trade in cotton is 
carried on in different parts by seers of 84, 85, and 120 tolas. In some 
cases, the number of seers to the maund in wholesale trade varies. For 
instance, in Chittagong, it is reported that 30 seers make a maund for # 
purchase of jute from Manikganj. In Jalpaiguri, there an* inaunds of 
30, 42, and 43 seers of 80 tolas each. There are, therefore, several 
seers in use in Bengal, many being used at the same place for the same 
oi different commodities. In Birbhum district a weight called a pai which 
is equal to 75, 80 or 110 tolas is used in certain parts of the 

district. Jute and tobacco in parts of Jalpaiguri is sold by 
the table 10 seers=l pati; 4 patis = l maund; 3 maunds = I tangi; 
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the seer being 60 or 62 tolas, and in othar parts of the same district, 
jute and tobacco are sold by 10 seers = 1 pati; 6 patis = l maund; and 
2 maunds*l tangi, the seer being 90 or 93 tolas. In the same district 
cotton is sold 'by a khan of 189 tolas, and also by seers 
of 168 and 189 tolas, 18 seers being equal to 1 bhar. In 24-Parganas 
the factory maund is $ owt. 

> Avoirdupois weights . — The English avoirdupois weights are used 
in Bakarganj for articles manufactured in England, for coal in Bu?d- 
wan, for iron, coal, etc., in Chittagong, for various articles of European 
and American manufacture in Darjeeling, for hides in Midnapore, for 
corrugated iron, etc. in Noakhali and for English and Continental 
metals and goods and the export, of rice to American ports in 24-Parganas 
and also for tea in some districts; but there are several districts from 
which the use of the avoirdupois weights is not reported. Troy weights 
are said to be used in Darjeeling and 24-Parganas, and apothecaries' 
weights in retail trade in European drugs in several districts. * 

Jewellers ' and kanrajes' weights . — The usual table for jewellery, 
etc., is 4 dhans = l ratti; 6 rattis=l anna; 8 rattis = l masha; 12 mashaci 
or 16 annas- 1 tola, the tola being 180 grains. For medicines, the 
usual table is 4 dhans=l ratti ; 10 rattis^l masha; 8 mashas=l tola; but 
in Howrah, the equation 10 rattis=l masha is said to be obsolete now and 
to have been replaced by the equation 12 rattis = l masha, 8 mashas 
being one tola. In 24-Parganas, the seer for Indian medicines is 
generally 64 tolas and the table for Indian medicines is 4 dhans = l ratti; 
10 rattis-1 masha; 12 mashas=l tola. In some districts, the anna and 
the bhari are also used for medicines. In Mymensingh, this table is 
used for medicines but the tola is 192 grains. In Jessore, the tola is in 
some places 80 grains and in others 160 grains, in others again 180 
grains. In Mymensingh, the following tables are used for English 
medicines: — 5 rattis = l masha; 8 mashas =1 tola and also 10 rattis = 

1 masha; 8 mashas =1 tola, the tola being 160 grains. In Murshidabad, 
the masha for Indian medicines = 2 annas or 12 rattis, and 8 mashas = 

1 tola. A long table used in native medicines is reported Irom Bakar- 
($anj district except as already noted. The weights used for .jewellery 
and native medicines are all based on the tola of 180 grains^ But the 
values of the ratti and masha vary." 


Ferry service in suburban areas of Calcutta,. 

211. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : (a) Is the Hon'ble 

the Member in charge of the Marine Department aware that one 
result of the starting by the Port Commissioners of a service has been 
the discontinuance of the plying of country boats for passenger traffic 
on behalf of people from the suburban areas P 
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(b) When the ferry service was inaugurated, was it intended to be 
a profitable and productive concern? 

(c) If so, why has it been working at a loss since its Inauguration ? 

(d) Is it a fact that one of the principal objects in providing this 
service was to relieve the congestion in Calcutta? 

(e) Does the Calcutta Municipality contribute anything towardsHAfe 
working expenses of the service? If not, why not? 

(/) Is the ITon’ble the Member aware that in the new rates of 
increased fares which have been fixed between various intermediate 
stations it is found that sometimes a passenger has to pay more for 
travelling a shorter distance? 

(g) Is the Hon’hle the Member aware that while the second class 
fare from Barabazar to Shibtola has been increased by 33 per cent, that 
from Barabazar to Baranagar (KutighaO, which is a little over half tin 
distance from between Barabazar and Shibtola, has been increased by 
GO per cent. ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the original proposal was to increase *f ares by 
effecting an all-round enhancement Ixdween 20 and 3d per cent.? 

(t) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing the 
attention of the Port Commissioners to these anomalies, and of request- 
ing them to revise the fares accordingly? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 

Mr. Kerr): (a) There has been a decrease in the number of licensed 
small passenger craft from 884 in 1907-08, when the Commissioners' 
Ferry Service commenced running, to 759 in 1920-21. It is not thflk 
case that such boats have discontinued plying for hire. 

(b) This question was not definitely discussed at the time, but it 
api>ears to have been the intention that the ferry service should he self- 
supporting. 

(c) The fares have been kept at too low a level. Latterly, the deficit 
has been increased owing to a marked rise in the cost of coal and 
other materials and in the pay drawn by the staff. 

(d) No information is available on this point. 

(e) No; it has never been asked to do so, and no reason has been 
sugtjjfested why it should do so. 

Two such cases at present exist and these are under (fon- 
sideratitiji of the Port. Commissioners. * 

(g) The second class fare between Barabazar and Shibtola has been 
raised from one and a half annas to two annas and that between Bara- 
bazar and Barangar (Kutighat) from one anna and three pies to two 
annas. If proportionate fares were charged throughout, the longer- 
distance passengers would be heavily taxed. 
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(h) These percentages were suggested by the Vice-Chairman, but 
a Committee of the Port Commissioners which examined the question 
recommended higher rates with a view to make the service self* 
supporting. 

(?) The Chairman was asked for a report on the points raised in 
these questions. Government do not propose to take any furtliei 
action. 


Labour Unions. 


212. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI : (a) Is the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Commerce aware 
that there is a number of labour unions which have been established in 
Calcutta ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to lay on the table a list of these unions? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 
a committee, on which these labour unions will be fairly represented, 
to decide disputes between the labouring classes and the capitalists? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Kerr): (a) Yes. 

(b) A list of the unions and associations in Calcutta and its neigh- 
bourhood which have come to the notice of the Department of Industries 
during the last year has been placed on the library table. Many of 
them have had only an ephemeral existence and are reported to be no 
longer active bodies. 

(r) The member is referred to the report of the Committee on 
Industrial [Inrest which was signed by him. The action taken by 
Government to give effect to the Committee’s recommendations is 
explained in a resolution which was published in the Calcutta Gazette 
of the 3 1st August. 


Government appointments of Rs. 1,000 and above. 

213. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 

Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a tabular statement, showing the number of Government 
appointments, carrying a salary of Rs. 1,000 and above per month’, held 
hf members of different communities ? * 

(b) How many of these appointments are held by members of the 
Imperial Services? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member also be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement shoeing, service by service, the amount of retrospective 
pay paid to the officers of various Imperial and Provincial Services in 
Bengal during the last two years. 
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The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) A statement is laid on 
the table. 

( b ) Three hundred and seventy-two. 

(c) A statement is laid on the table. The figures represent payments 
made owing to retrospective effect being given to the reorganization of 

a service. The period of retrospective effect differs in the differen t^ . 
services in some cases covering only a short period, in others a longer 
period. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of un starred 
question No. 213. 


Total numb r of 

Total vcmueii 

Or API’OINTMKMS HKLP II Y — 


appointments carrying 
a salary of 

Ra. 1,000 and over 
on 1st June. 1921. 

Europeans. 

Anglo-Indians 

Hindus. 

Ind ians. 

Muhammadans 

Others. 

474 

357 

4 

73 

12 

1 i 

IH 


4 G 4 


10 \ rtatnei*'#. 

Statement referred to in the leply to c/an-e (c) of unstarred question 
No. 213 , showing , service h>, service, amount of retrospect u e pay paid 
to the officers in Bengal during the fast two years . 


Same of Service. 

1 in p<- rial He* 

rvn 

1’roi Itiflal .V 

rTh*«. 


Its. 

A. 

Its. 

A. 

I * 

Agricultural Service* 

10,000 

0 

2.000 

0 

0 

Co-operative Service 

663 

o 

7,182 

15 

3 

Veterinary Service 

3,240 

0 

12.000 

0 

0 

Botanic Garden 

4.000 

0 




Indian Civil Service 

57,000 

0 




Beugal Civil Service (Executive^ 



1, *8.000 

0 

0 

Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) 



4,00,000 

0 

0 

Ecclesiastical Service 

53,450 

0 




Police Service 

8,000 

0 • 


... 


Format Service 

7,500 

1) 

GOO 

0 

0 

Educational Service 

23,000 

0 

1,10 000 

0 

0 

Medical Service 

1 ,05,000 

0 

80,000 

0 

0 

Engineering Service 

38,000 

0 

61,000 

0 

0 

Factory and Boiler Inapection 



4,600 

o 

o 

Department 





Pilot Service 

38,000 

0 


... 


Customs Service 

14,000 

0 

... 

... 
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Indians and the Imperial police service. 

214. Maulvi A. H. M. WAZIR ALI : (a) Will the Hon’ble the 

Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state what 
are the recommendations made by the Royal Services Commission, and 
by the Reforms Committee, regarding the appointments of Indians in 
r.the Imperial Police Service, and what orders have been issued by the 
Secretary of State on their recommendations, and how far they have 
been given effect to? 

(b) If full effect has not been given, how do the Government pro- 
pose to give effect to the same, and when ? 

(c) Will the Ilon’hle the Member be pleased to state the percentage 
of Indian officers in the Imperial Service, stating how many of these 
officers were taken from the post of deputy superintendents and those 
promoted to the rank of deputy superintendents, as also their nation- 
ality and religion ? 

(d) Will the llon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether any 
orders have been passed, or are in contemplation, regarding the appoint- 
ment of Indians to the administrative ranks such as that of Deputy 
Inspector-General of Police? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Public Services Commission recommended 
that Indian officers should be promoted to the higher rank and at a 
comparatively younger age, with a view to give them facilities to rise 
to the administrative ranks suggesting approximately the same age as 
that of an assistant superintendent of jxdice? 

(/) How far are these recommendations being observed in making 
these promotions? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) and (b) The member is 
referred to annexure XVT to the report of the Public Services Commis- 
sion and Chapter XI of the Report on Indian Constitutional Reforms. 
The orders passed by the Secretary of State cannot be published. Effect 
has already been given to these orders so far as promotion of Indian 
r officers to the Imperial Service is concerned. Arrangements for the 
direct recruitment of Indians to the service are also under considera- 
tion. 

(r) The percentage of Indian officers to the superintendents in the 
Imperial Service is 10. Of the 6 Indian officers in the service five were 
taken from the class of deputy superintendents — 3 of whom were recruited 
direct and 2 promoted to that rank. The sixth officer was an assistant 
commissioner of the Calcutta Police. All the Indian officers are 
natives of Bengal except one who is a Punjabi. Four are Hindus, one 
is a Christian, and another a Muhammadan. 

( d ) There is no bar to the appointment of Indians to the post of 
Deputy Inspector-General. 
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(e) The member is referred to the report of the Commission. 

(/) Individual selections are made on the merits in each instance, 
all relevant factors being borne in mind. 

Officiating Deputy Superintendents of Police. 

215. Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: {a ) Will the Hon’ble "ill 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
how many officers are at present officiating as deputy sujierintondents of 
police and how long has each officer been acting in that rank ? 

(b) How many of them held charge of districts and how many of 
subdivisional police? 

(c) How many are still in charge of districts or subdivisions ? 

(d) ill the Hon 'hie the Member lx* pleased to state the nu mb er of 
such officiating appointments, year by year, since the creation of the 
appointment of deputy superintendents? 

(e) On what principle have appointments in the rank of officiating 
deputy superintendents been made since the constitution of the present 
Presidency in 1912? 

if) Has there been a special selection and preparation of a list of 
officers for promotion to the rank of officiating deputy s\i|>enntemlents ? 

(//) If so, when was the list prepared ? 

(h) Are officers selected from this list for |H»rinanent promotion, oi 
is a different system followed? 

( i ) Is there any such waiting list of acting officers in any other 
department of Government ? 

0) What steps are the Government taking to allay the discontent 
and give relief to this class of officers? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) A statement is laid on 
the table. 

(b) Nine officers have held charge of districts (in short temporary 
vacancies), and twenty-one of subdivisions. 

(c) No such officer is now in charge of a district. Nine are in charge 
of subdivisions. 

(d) A statement is laid on the table. 

(e) and (h) The system in force in 1912 w?is one of nomination by 
the Inspector-General in consultation with Deputy Inspectors-GeneraJ 
from a list of inspectors recommended by tin* Deputy Inspectors-General. 
Definite rules on the subject were issued in 1917, and will be found in 
Police Regulations, Bengal, Part I. Appendix VI (a). 

(/) and (y) Other than the “ approved list ” mentioned in the 
appendix referred to above, no list is maintained. 

(i) No. 
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(;) The substantive pay of inspectors has been recently increased. 
The initial pay, under the new time-scale, of deputy superintendents 
of police, promoted from inspectors on which the acting allowance of 
inspectors should be calculated, is under the consideration of Govern- 
ment. It may be emphasised that the majority of inspectors who have 
been acting as deputy superintendents of police have done so only in 
purely temporary vacancies, arising from the abnormal conditions of 
the war, and have no legitimate grievance if they fail to secure perma- 
nent promotion. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred question 
No. 21 . r ) , showing the names of officiating deputy superintendents 
and the dates from which they are acting as such , etc . 


* 

Name. 


Date of appointment an officiating 
deputy superintendent. 

1. 

Edward Brown (B 29-2-1876) 


25th August, 1917. 

2. 

Nagesh Chandra Mukhaiji (B. 16-1-1871) 


30th April, 1919: 

3. 

Nagendra Chandra Basu (B. 1-7-1869) 


16th July, 1915. 

4. 

Benode Bihari Gupta (B. 1-7-1867)° 


2nd January, \ 9 17. 

5. 

Narendra Kumar Mallik (B 1-7-1878) (Law 
hooka 11 ) 

with 

9th May, 1919. 


Uui Sahib Bhabesh Charan Das (B. 1-8-1 872 )t 


9th January, 1915. 

6. 

Chandra Kanta De (B 1-7-1872) 

... 

26th July, 1915. 

7. 

Umesh Chandra Chanda (B. 1-7-1872) 


26th October, 1916. 

8. 

Chandi Charan Mukharji (B. 1-7-1876) 


1 8l h August, 1 J16. 

‘.1. 

Sital Chandra Sen (B. 16-6-1870) 


15th June, 1915. 

10. 

Aswini Kumar Gulia (it 30-1-1877) 


23rd Jul}, 1915. 

11. 

Ainbika Charan Chakrahatti (B 18-10- 1872) 


4th May, 1915. 

12. 

lluri Kumar Gupta, n.l. (B 13-12-1883) 


26th July, 1915. 

13 

Ilai'Cndra Kmhore Ghosh (B 1-7-1872) 


l«t July, 1917. 

14. 

Albert Henry Uay (B 29-5-1874) 



15. 

Pramode Nath Mukharji (B. 1-7-1881) 


26th April, 1919. 

16. 

Nishi Kanta Banarji (It. 1-7-1871) 


13th July, 1 9 1 8. 

17. 

Manmdra Nath Banarji. b.a (B. 1-7-1882) 


6th April, 1918. 

18. 

Sarat Chandra Ghosh II (B. 1-7-1878) 


4th August, * 9 1 7. 

10. 

Aswini Kumar Banarji (B 1-7- 1873) 


6th September, 1917. 

20 

Ashutosh Banarji (B. 1 7-1870) 

Khan Sahib Muhammad Yusuf (B. 1-7-1873) 


26th July, 1915. 

21. 

Priya Nath De, M.A., B.L. (it. 1-7-1880) 


25th December, 1917. 

22. 

Jnunananda Chakrahatti (It. 1-7-1873) 


1st July, 1 916. 

23. 

Sarat Chandra Acharji (B. 1-7-1874) 


1st September, 1917. 

24. 

Nagendra Nath Sen Gupta, b.a. (B 1-7-1882) 


5th July, 1919. 

25. 

Yakub Ali Khan (B. 1-7-1889) (B. in H ) 


17th December, 19 17. 

26. 

Rai Sahib Braja Bihari Barman (B. 1-7-1873) 

... 

19th September, 1917. 


• On combined ksaTe for 8 months from f2nd February, 1921. 

t Ou deputation aa Superintendent of Police, Gooch Behar State, (or 8 year* from lat April, 1921. 
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27. 

28. 
29. 


30. 


31. 

32. 


33. 

34. 


35. 

36. 


37. 


Date of appointment an officiating 
deputy nuperinteDdeut, 


Manmatha Nath Mukharji, b.a. (B. 1-7-1880) 
Ramesh Chandra Guha (0. 1-7-1877) 

Bepin Bihari Mukharji (B. 1 7-1871) 

Rangin Lai Ghosh (B. 1-7-1881) 

Surendra Nath Banarji (B. 1-7-1*72)® 

Jadab Chandra Chakrabatti (B. 1-7-1877) 

Auath Bandhu Chakrabatti (B. 1-7 1879) 

Rai Sahib Bhupendra Nath Chatarji (B 1-7 1878 
Sarat Chandra Ghosh I (B. 1-7 1871) 

Hortry Gould (B. 1-7-1871) 

Edward Samuel Jones (B. 1-7-1880) 

Kaai Imamuddin (B. 1-7-1873) 


11th Febrnaty, 1917. 
18th Juno. 1919. 

29th May, I9l9. 

22nd August, 1919. 

6th September, 1 9l6. , 
11th January, 1917 
10th September, 1917 
17th January, 1917. 
8th July, 1919 
1 9M» April, 1920. 

17th May, 1920. 

25th Mat, 1921 


•On deputation to the Munitions Board from 1st NoTomber. 1919. 


Statement referred to m the reply to clause (d) of Unstarred 
question No. 215. 


Year. 

1906-1907 




N iimltcr 

... Nil 

1908 

... 



9 

1909 




19 

1910 



... 

... *21 

1911 




28 

1912 

... 



... 24 

1913 




... 13 

1914 




... 13 

1915 


... 


. . 26 

1916 

... 



... 33 

1917 

... 



... 36 

1918 




... 45 

1919 

... 



... 48 

1920 




... 44 

1921 




... 37 


Resolutions 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public 
interest) 

Woman Suffrage. 

Mr. EYED NA8IM ALI : I rise to oppose all the resolutions that have 
been moved for extending franchise to our women. I rise to oppose as 
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a Muhammadan first; secondly, as a representative of the Bengal Mu- 
hammadans, and thirdly, as a representative of Bengal. One of the mem- 
bers of this Council has told the Council that as a Muhammadan he is 
bound to support it. As against that, I assert that as a Muhammadan I 
am bound to oppose it. (Hear, hear.) I ask each and every Muham- 
jnadan member of this Council to place his hand upon his breast, and tell 
the members of this Council, whether he wants that his zenana should be 
dragged out of the purdah , and that this purdah system should be aboli- 
shed gradually. That is the whole question ; each Muhammadan will 
have to decide for himself, whether he is prepared to do it. My friend 
Maulvi Yakuinuddin Ahmed has tried to win the votes of som$ members 
of the Council in the name of religion. What are the tenets of Islam 
on this point? I think, as a Muhammadan member, I ought tp tell the 
Council something about it. I quote certain passages from the Koran 
inform you in what particular light women are considered by Islam and 
what is their status. It is not true that women are regarded slaves 
by the Mussulman; that is not their position though some of tile critics 
of Islam have said so in many books. Neither is it true that Ishfcjn wants 
that Muhammadan women should go hand in hand with the male# and 
frequent bazars and market places, councils and courts, to take up 
functions which God has allotted to men. Now, the first passage^ whiih 
I shall place before you may be translated thus: “ Your wives are tilt 
for you, so go in to your tilt when you like. Her object is to bring up 
children.” The next passage is, “ the men are a degree above them.” 
I think the Muhammadan law of Inheritance also recognises that. The 
argument has been advanced that because under the Muhammadan law, 
half share of pro]>ertios goes to the daughter, therefore the daughter must 
have franchise, so let them have half the vote. This passage is very 
significant ; this passage says the men are a degree above them, "and 
why? The reason is obvious; human minds generally consist of three 
faculties, reasoning, emotion and will; will is the predominant character- 
istic of males, while emotion is the dormant feature of females; it is 
reason that has elevated males to the position which they occupy in 
society; it is emotion, it is feeling, it is sentiment, it is constant devo- 
tion to their duty to make their homes happy that has given females their 
proper place in this world. I do not consider that I say all this in a 
hostile attitude towards our females. Their cry, or at least tileries of 
some of the educated women of Bengal is, “ We must have equal rights 
with you.” “ Very good, in what way?” Perhaps tlje next day or in 
the next generation, they will want to be magistrates, barristers, vakils, 
sub-judges and hold all the im]>ortant positions under the Government. 
Now the whole question that 1 ask each and every member, especially 
every Indian member of this Council, is to say whether, in their heart of 
hearts, they want to have lady magistrates, lady barristers, lady vakils, 
etc. 


[A voice; “ Why not?”] 
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It is also stated that men are the guardians of women ; the reason is 
that God has made some to excel others; man excels woman in constitu- 
tion and physique, while woman excels man in beauty and delicacy of 
structure, and I should also add that woman excels man in sentiment, 
emotion and feelings; their proper place is in the home. You will find 
another injunction in the Koran regarding this; if any member wants 
to refer to the original text 

The PRESIDENT: (the Hon’ble Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda): I 

do not think you should take up the time of the Council by reading 
extracts frcu£ the Koran. 

Mr. SYED NASIM ALI : This is what the Koran says. [Here the 
member quofed a passage from the Koran.] Mr. Kushbrook Williams 
in his India of 1919, at page 127, says this: 

Nor is it possible to deny that the old conservative objection has a gram of 
wisdom in it. There is a real fear lest girls, when they arc educated, may become 
unfitted for famine life when they become adverse from paths which constitute the 
glory and the pride of the orthodox Indian woman. 

Kgal female education and social reform can be obtained by advancing 
schemes of female education which will fit its girls for the vocation of 
wife and mother, and not as magistrates, munsifs, etc., and not certainly 
a# M.L.C.’s and M.L.A.bs; that is bis idea of female education Deal- 
ing with the question of purdah, Mr. llushbrook Williams has also said 
in his India of 1919. 

It cannot be denied that the purdah is still very firmly rooted, especially amongst 
the Muhammadan community. 

This is the observation of a j>er.snn of Eurof>ean ideal — that tbe purdah 
is still very firmly rooted specially among the Muhammadans-- many still 
practise it. That is what it appears to an on-looker and an outsider- 
are we, the Muhammadans, in a position to say that that is really not 
our feeling? The custom of early marriage is very firmly rooted in 
the Hindu community. This is what Mr. Kushbrook Williams says: 

. . . despite the protest of social reformers, it will be long before a substan- 

tial advances possible. 

That is the statement of a gentleman who is nrtf an Indian. I ask 
each and every Indian to tell this Council frankly whether this is not a 
correct appreciation of the feeling of the Bengalis. [A voice: * ‘ Cer- 
tainly not. M ] One thing I wish to point out in connection with my 
statement, that I also oppose it on the ground that I am also an inhabi- 
tant of Bengal. In 1919, in British India, there was a population of 240 
millions; there are under 8 million people in all our educational institu- 
tions put together. Three per cent, of the population is under instruc- 
tion; five per cent, consists of males and one per cent, of females. Now, 
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the object of legislation is to deal with human needs as it is. The 
object of legislation is not to deal with ideal and utopian needs; you 
cannot change human nature in a day by legislation; do all that you can, 
legislation is bound to be futile ; the whole question is whether the time 
is ripe for that, and whether the feelings, the needs, the interests of the 
country and the attainment of swaraj or self-government require it. 
What is the object of these ladies in their attempt to get franchise? To 
me it seems that they want to share in the administration of the country; 
for what purpose? Perhaps to ameliorate the condition of the people. 
Is there any Indian mother, any Indian sister, any Indian wife who is in 
a position to state that her father, her brother, her husband does not look 
after her interests; does not know what is her best interest, and is not in 
a position to represent in the Council what is conducive to her welfare? 
Certainly, we may not be able to listen to their sweet voices in the Coun- 
cil, but at the same time T think the husbands, fathers and brothers are 
quite competent to deal with their interests. Then as regards the wel- 
fare of her children. Certainly, my wife is as much interested in the 
welfare of her children as I am, they are as much my children as hers; 
there cannot be any adverse conflict of interests. Therefqre, what 
special interest do we want to provide for? The women say; “We want 
to be given complete freedom and liberty for women to sit in the Council; 
we must share in the administration of the country and the privileges 
which you men enjoy.” That is the attitude. If that is so, the whole 
question is whether we should accept that proposal. I could have under- 
stood that position, if any member of the Council could have pointed out 
that, but for their representation in the Council, our females have 
suffered in any way. Before the inauguration of the Reforms scheme, 
the whole tiling was in the hands of the Government. Just now we 
have been given opportunities in some matters to improve conditions. 
One year has not elapsed; our mothers and sisters and wives have not 
had time to judge whether we are not able to do our best for them or 
not . . . 

The member having reached the time-lmit, had to resume his seat, 
as there were many other speakers. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: In order to dispel any doubt as to my 
attitude on this particular question, I wish to declare at once that I rise 
to support the resolution of my friend, Mr. S. M. Bose. On a question 
of such vital importance and involving far-reaching issues, I do not 
think I would be fulfilling my duty if I were to record a mere silent 
vote, and I therefore wish*to say a few words in order to explain clearly 
my position, and, as I understand it, the position of the members of my 
community towards a question like this. As far as I have been able 
to make out the opponents to this resolution may be classified under three 
distinct heads. There is first of ail what I call the prejudiced class, men 
who are brought up in prejudices, and who refuse to look far into the 
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future, and who are so very selfish that they do not for a moment think 
that women, even their mothers and sisters, should participate in their 
joys and happiness So far as this particular class is concerned, I do 
not think any useful purpose will be served by arguing with them. I 
shall leave them alone with their prejudices and to such comforts and 
happiness that they can have, surrounded by the superstition and ignor-^ 
ance of the female members of their household. There is the second 
class, who accept this principle but who think it will be difficult to draw 
up regulations which will keep out undesirable members of the female 
sex, not only from going to the polling station, but later on from sitting 
as members of this Council. I think my esteemed friend, Kumar Shib 
Shekhareswar Ray, belongs to this class. He accepts the principle, but 
he has got certain fears in his mind as to whether a franchise like this 
can be worked out favourably in practice. To him I would say that once 
the principle is accepted, the question of making regulations may he con- 
sidered later on. We may have committees if we like for that, we may 
have meetings, we may have suggestions, we may have considerations 
from all quarters and all points of view, and it will then be the tunc to 
• consider how we can make regulations which will allow not merely suit- 
able voters to come to the polling booths, but also to make provision, 
when the time comes, for female members to sit in our Council. I know 
that there is a strong feeling that a certain class of females might have 
these privileges very much to the exclusion of desirable members. I am 
not one of those who would for a moment suggest that the door should 
l>e let so wide open as to allow anyone and everyone to enter. 1 think 
if strict regulations were framed, many male members should be, in 
strict justice, ruled out of the polling booths. In the laws of morality 
I would not have one standard for males and another for females; J do 
not wish to justify any principle of commandment of males over females. 
When questions like these arc under consideration, it is not correct to 
warp our judgment. 

There is a third class, and that consists of those who accept the prin- 
ciple and do not seem to have very many apprehensions us regards rulos 
and regulations hut think that very many of them might be affected if 
women get the vote. As my friend Maulvi Yakuinuddin Ahmed thinks 
he is bound to support this resolution. There is, however, my friend 
Mr. Syed Nasim Ali who thinks that as a Muhammadan he is hound to 
oppose it. I wish to say, with reference io this question, that whatever the 
decision of this Council may Ik*, it is extremely unfortunate that the sac- 
red name of Islam should have been dragged into this controversy. It has 
been said that the views of a particular member represent the views of 
the Moslem community. As far as 1 am concerned, I wish to declare that 
on a question like this, the laws of Islam seem to me to be so liberal to 
the members of the female sex, that I think I can fairly claim that under 
the laws of Islam Moslem women have got a status which women of other 
communities may reasonably env\, Jo say that Islam i$ not tolerant to 
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women is not only not true, but is one of the greatest possible insults to 
Islam. That has been the cry of the enemies of Islam ever since the 
beginning of the preachings of the Prophet and I submit to the Council, 
that a graver charge has not been levelled against Islam than has been by 
my friend Mr. Nasim Ali. I ask him to consider what happened after the 
^.jjeath of our holy Prophet, when there was a dispute about the Khilafat. 
There was danger of a civil war, and it was Hazrat Ayesha, the wife of 
the Prophet who intervened and who declared in favour of Abu Bakar as 
ihe first Caliph, and that put an end to the dispute, and everyone came 
forward and voted in his favour. 1 would like to ask my friend if he 
considers that the wife of the Prophet went against the preachings of 
Islam? In the light of this, do you consider that this proposal is not 
correct? When Islamic ladies of the highest position have taken part 
in the affairs of the country, I say that, w r hen w r e clamour for represent- 
ative institutions, it is nothing new either to the Hindus or Muham- 
madans. In European countries we have the beginnings of represent- 
ative Government, and in Islam not only have men voted freely, but I 
claim that it is a matter of history that even the most resectable ladies 
have voted publicly and taken part in the elections, without going out 
beyond the purdah ; they have got out veiled. This is the only restric- 
tion observed in Muhammadan countries. You see women going out 
veiled, attending to their domestic duties, making their purchases and 
moving about freeh . They go out into markets to make purchases; they 
go out to make formal and ceremonial calls on friends and relatives. 
That they do: hut is it because that there is strict purdah in India, 
therefore, the tenets of Islam are against the granting of franchise to 
women? I claim that this is absolutely blasphemous. 

It has been said that if the franchise be given to ladies, Moslem 
interests will, in a mysterious way, be affected — 1 cannot understand 
bow? In the tirst place, we are not agitating tor making females eli- 
gible for seats in Council. We are only trying to remove the sex-dis- 
qualifications. The number of seats is settled ; the proportion of Muham- 
madan seats is fixed by statute. If, at any time, Hindu seats are 
increased, Moslems will have 40 per cent, of the non-Muhammadan 
Indian seats— then where is the danger? What will happen is this; 
at the present moment, let us suppose an electorate of about a million 
voters elect GO or 65 members; and if women are given the franchise, 
perhaps an electorate of a million and half or two millions will elect 60 
or 65 members. How can we object to it? So far as our women are 
concerned, in supporting this resolution, we do not say that a police- 
man should go and drag our women from out the purdah ; we only ask 
that their names will he on the electoral rolls, and it will be at their 
option to exercise the franchise. If, at these elections, some voters do 
not like to exercise this privilege, no policeman will drag them and take 
them to tbe polling booth. If they think that they cannot exercise their 
right at the present moment and under present conditions, nobody trill 
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force them to do so. But, by all means, let them have the right ; let their 
names be on the voters’ list and when time advances, customs change 
and they can conveniently go to the polling booths, they will do so ; but so 
long as they cannot go to the polling booths, I think we can frame rules 
and regulations for the issue of commissions and for employing lady 
recorders of votes or lady returning officers; these are however all , 
matters of detail. 

Then, my friend, Maulvi Nasim Ali, has said — “ Why do ladies want 
the vote?” T say — “ Ladies want the vote to root out prejudices from 
our minds. Ladies want the vote to rule out prejudiced members like 
my friend. (Hear, hear.) Ladies want the vote, because the time has 
come when you must recognise that they have got their rights and 
privileges just as men have got. Ladies want the vote, because while 
you are clamouring for liberty and emancipation, it is the wish of the 
God Almighty that those whom you have kept in servility and bondage 
do like to break away from their fetters. Ladies want the vote, because 
if liberty is dear to you, it is also dear to them. Ladies want the vote, 
because if you are God’s creatures and claim liberty, ladies are also 
God’s creatures none the less and they have an equal right to claim 
liberty and emancipation.” 

It has been said that that the time has not come for this privilege 
being granted to ladies. Well, that was the cry we heard in 1915: that 
was what we heard in Lucknow in 1918, when the Congress and the 
Moslem League made their solemn compact. My friend will pardon 
me — he was not there. I am the only survivor of that band in this 
Council, t lie others not having elected to come here; and I am the only 
Muhammadan member here. Our Hon’ble Minister, the Nawab Sahib, 
will bear me out that when we entered into that compact, to sink all 
differences between Hindus and Moslems, there were many who then 
prophesied that this Moslem League and Congress compact spelt nothing 
but disaster to the Muhammadans. But where would we have been but 
for that compact? We made that compact at Lucknow, disregarding 
prejudices and placing our faith in God, placing our faith in the immu- 
table laws of nature. (Hear, hear.) We made that compact and it is as 
a result of that compact that we have got these reforms and we have this 
extended privilege and all that we now see before us in this Chamber. 

I know that the time allowed to me is very short; so it is not possible for 
me to meet all the arguments advanced by my friend, Maulvi Nasim Ali ; 
but to him I would make an earnest appeal — it will not do to look at 
things from a narrow point of view. We are here to affirm a great prin- 
ciple, and when we are discussing principles, we cannot do so in a cool 
and calculating spirit. We must be just and generous; and I take it 
that it is on our sense of justice that women rely in asking for this pri- 
vilege. Justice — justice unalloyed by selfishness, justice which is 
undeterred b t v craven fear— it ia on web justice that our womuhood now 

. * J 
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rely — let me suy — with unflinching faith; and let us hope that this con- 
fidence that is reposed in us has not been misplaced and that our sym- 
pathy will go forth to those who are most entitled to our help, support and 
sympathy. 

The member having reached the time-limit, had to conclude his 
remarks. 

Mr. D. C. GH08E: Sir, I cannot help thinking that this great 
question, this important subject of women franchise, has been discussed 
in 1 h is House, at any rate by its opponents, in a somewhat petty- 
fogging spirit. Instead of basing their opposition upon the orthodox 
but jHufectly intelligible ground that the true functions of woman- 
hood would be jeopardised by the intrusion of women into the field of 
politics, they have introduced into the discussion petty squabbles about 
difficulties m giving effect to the resolution of my friend Mr. S. M. 
Rose. Difficulties there are, 1 admit, with regard to this matter. But 
will anybody tell me what great idea there is which is altogether free 
I mm difficulties ? It is one thing, however, to face difficulties for the 
pur]K>sc of overcoming them, and it. is quite another thing to set them 
up as an excuse for the purpose of refusing to solve a question. I am, 
therefore, not impressed by the narration oft difficulties by members 
who are opjHising Mr. Bose’s resolution. 

Let me briefly touch upon some of the arguments that have been 
employed by members who are op]K»siiig Mr. Bose. 1 will take first 
the sjKiech of m> friend Kai Jogendia Thunder (those Bahadur. Amid 
u good deal of irrelevuncies the onl\ solid argument 1 come across in 
his speech is that he is opposed to Mr. Bose's resolution, because he is 
unwilling to desecrate women by bringing them into the field of politics. 
But no sooner has ho uttered this fine argument than he gives it 
the go-by by saying that he is quite prepared, however, to give the 
vote to such women as are graduates or have passed the Matriculation 
or Cambridge Junior examination. In other words, although he is 
unwilling to desecrate women, he is quite piepared to desecrate such 
women as have got some education. This is logic indeed with a 
vengeance. 

My friend, Balm Annada Charuu I)utta, has urged us to be cautious 
in this matter, and has supported lus argument by saying that it is 
wise to insist upon tome educational qualification for the purpose of 
minimising the grave risks of giving the vote to women. I confess, 
1 remain unconvinced by his argument.. Assuming for the purpose of 
debate that there are serious risks in giving the vote to women, I 
cannot understand how they will be minimised by our insistence upon 
some educational qualification. What do we see in the case of men? 
Do we find men who are graduates better citizens than those who are 
n#t ? Do we find men who have passed the Matriculation examination 
wiser than those who have not ? The truth is that the p&vssing of an 
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examination prescribed by a University does not necessarily bring in 
its train knowledge of affairs which is after all the best qualification 
for participation in politics. (Hear, hear.) That being so, I cannot 
understand why my friend asks us that we should insist upon some 
educational qualification. 

Let me now turn to the speech of my friend Kumar Shib Shekhar^s- • 
war Ray. It is always comforting, if 1 may say so, to hear him. The 
assurance with which he invariably speaks and the emphasis with 
which he drives home his arguments are such that we cannot but 
admire. My friend will forgive me, I hope, if 1 venture to i>oint out, 
that assurance and emphasis are not the only essentials of a speech. 
Something else, something more is required and that important some- 
thing, namely, logic and force of argument, 1 confess, 1 altogether miss 
in the speech with which lit* has supi>orted his amendment. Hearing 
his arguments I failed to appreciate hi^ conclusion, namely, reference 
of the question of women franchise to a committee. Why does he 
want the farce of a committee ? What is the committee going to do ? 
Is it to tell us whether or not we should give the vote to women ? Are 
-we so helpless with regard to this matter that we must have a com- 
mittee to tell us what we should do? The truth is, my friend does 
not want to give the vote to women and he has adopted one of the 
familiar methods of shirking an issue for a committee. Sir, these 
arguments, these trivialities, these attempts to avoid facing the issue 
are out of joint with t lie spirit of the times. And that spirit, the 
spirit of freedom, is blasphemed and violated by those who say to their 
fellow creatures, either men or women There thou shalt abide. Tome 
not nearer me.” Let me here read out to you the eloquent words of 
one of India's gieatest sons s]M>ken in London the other day on the 
occasion of his receiving the freedom of that great city. These words, 

7 nutafts mutandis , apply equally well to the demand of the women for 
the vote. What did he say ? — “ He noticed that some took up the 
attitude that as their ancestors had struggled and sacrificed to obtain 
freedom, it was theirs exclusively and they were not willing to share 
it with those who had not shared trials and misfortunes, but,” declared 
Mr. Sastri, “ all trials and misfortunes would be profitless if they com- 
pelled posterity to go through similar ordeals. What one man fought 
for and won he must without reserve or qualification share with his 
fellowmen. Philosophy had taught mankind thfit it was Isist to seek 
one’s own happiness only by serving the happiness of others. - Simi- 
larly, no man can enjoy the fullest measure of the blessings of freedom 
unless he shared it fully with his fellowmen.” Sir, I would respect- 
fully ask members to ponder over these thoughtful, pregnant words of 
one of India’s greatest patriots, Mr. Srinivasa Sastri. Sir, there is 
another argument in favour of giving the vote to women which, to my 
mind, is almost conclusive. We are witnessing now the laying as it 
were of the foundation stone of responsible democratic Government in 
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India. The foundations are now being laid for a noble edifice of 
government of the people by the people, for the people. And, there- 
fore, I submit that now is the suitable time, this is the psychological 
moment, this is the opportune occasion, when we should, in a truly 
democratic spirit, invite the co-operation of women in laying the 
„ foundations and building the grand edifice. Let us enable them by 
giving the vote to contribute their peculiar genius, their finer senti- 
ments and emotions, their deep fervent spirituality to the task of build- 
ing the future great India. 

Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: Sir, I stand to oppose 
all the resolutions which are now before the House. Having listened 
to the arguments, I believe, this question is not only premature but 
also an uncalled-for one. Women of Bengal do not mean a few 
Westernised women whose number can be counted on one’s finger’s 
ends, but millions whose number cannot be reckoned with.^ This agita- 
tion set on foot is a flimsy project only to help a certain community. 
The passing of the same resolution in Bombay Legislative Council 
jHirhaps suggested the mover to press for the resolution here also. But 
Calcutta or rather Bengal differs materially in many respects from the 
Bombay Presidency, where woman emancipation exists from time 
immemorial. In Bengal, we have no such thing. I have consulted 
our purdnnashm ladies. They do not want female emancipation of the 
West. Without female emancipation, I think, woman franchise will 
he a lane only. Lor, the major portion of women of Bengal, except- 
ing those of tht' Brnhmo and Christian communities, would not go to 
record their votes. What difficulties would then arise, specially about 
the identification, even if special arrangements are made ? Women of 
Hindu and of Muhammadan communities composing 90 jku* cent, in 
Bengal, would refrain from voting and the 10 j>er cent, women enjoy- 
ing the franchise would he outnumbered by women of ill-fame. Specially, 
the Calcutta candidates will have to go to canvass in the houses of ill- 
fame, what a downfall it will be for the future legislators of the country? 
The passing of the resolution will enable the minority to take advan- 
tage over the majority. For justice’s sake, 1 must say that should 
not be allowed to exist. The Southborough Committee, having received 
a deputation from distinguished women of Bengal, decided otherwise 
and one of the signatories of the report is our venerable Minister, Sir 
Surendra Nath Banerjea. Dr. Abdullah Suhrawardy joined the Com- 
mittee when it came to Bengal and I find his name also amongst the 
signatories. I beg to read a little portion of it: — 

We received numerous petitions from women of the educated classes urging 
the cause of female suffrage on the same property qualifications us for men, or at 
least the admission of women graduates to the franchise. More than one lady 
appeared before ub to support this view. Several political associations, especially 
m Bombay and Madras, urged the same cause, but during the oral examination 
of their representatives we found reason to believe that female suffrage was advocated 
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' rather on general grounds than on considerations of practicability . . . We 
are satisfied that the Boeial conditions of India make it premature to extend the 
franchise to Indian women at this juncture, when so large a proportion of male 
electors require education in the use of a responsible vote. Further, until the 
custom of seclusion of women, followed by many classes and communities, is relaxed, 
female suffrage would hardly be a reality; it would be out of harmony with the con- 
servative feeling of the country ; and it would involve great difficulties m the 
actual recording of votes. Whilst fully appreciating the object of those who advocate • 
this measure as an aid to the emanc’pation of women, we ha\e decided not to 
recommend the extension of the suffrage to them, but are of opinion that at the 
next revision (as contemplated by the Joint Report) of the constitutions of the 
councils the matter should be reconsidered in the light of the experience gained 
of the working of the electoral system and of social conditions as they then exist 

There is another thing to he noted. A pamphlet has been issued to 
enlist supjx>rt of the members, but the curious fact is that the writer 
is a male. The other day, another male writer, in an article in the 
Englishman , said that “ the case of India will lie different, male 
suffragists will fight for the woman suffragettes.” I think this chival- 
rous spirit, even admitting self-prompted, would do immense injuries 
to the female cause as the writers do not know how to use decent 
language. Again, I may also say this zeal might lead to suspicion and 
we might say that only to gain advantage, the minority is making the 
agitation. 1 have also heard the female mem hers of several orthodox 
communities through their male members to assert that they do not 
want the privilege. The reason is not far to seek, as the women of 
our Hindu community when married are to remain, according to our 
religious injunctions, under the guardianship of their husbands and 
even when they liecome widows, their duties then become to nurse the 
sick and feed the ihku and to jierform t hoi i daily pujns. They always 
like to live far away from politics and j>ower. This is my view and 
in asserting this, I am voicing the opinion of my Rajput community 
and I am sure also that of the other Hindu communities and, I further 
believe that many of my Muhammadan friends here cannot far differ 
from my views on behalf of their communities. The measure would 
cause much trouble and inconvenience and that is why I ask the 
Council to deliver its judgment with caution and prudence. It would 
be better and safe to allow the women of Bengal to remain in their 
proper place in the society, which is much higher and unique than 
what the mover is trying to give and to let them do their duties as 
mothers, daughters, sisters and wives instead <lf degrading them by 
dragging them to such an intricate and unwholesome subject, 1 mean, 
politics. 

In conclusion, the irresistible argument against the franchise seems 
to be insurmountable. Female franchise presupposes female emanci- 
pation; it is an afterthought and a by-product of female emancipation. 
We, the orthodox Hindus and Muhammadans, do not like to slavishly 
follow the western customs and in our judgment, we think, female 
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emancipation, as understood by the people of the west, could not be 
copied here. This affects the whole fabric, touches the core of our 
society and religion. Naturally, we do not like to discuss over it here. 
The main argument, therefore, remains unaltered. When female 
emancipation could not be introduced here so easily, female franchise 
must drop out as a matter of course, just as a parasite, without the 
parent tree, cannot come into existence. Thus, I hope, it is obvious 
for mv Hindu and Muhammadan friends, that the female franchise, if 
introduced, would do them no good, rather it might stand against them 
at the time of election, the objectionable features of which have been 
clearly explained by Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray. The ethics of 
politics is that the minority should be taken care of, but therefore, 
it never means that the minority should be allowed to take advantage 
over the majority. Thus, for justice’s sake, I oppose it and in the name 
of prudence I condemn it. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: I beg most heartily to sup- 
port the resolution and the movement for securing franchise for women. 
It is a movement for which I have not only a deep approbation but a 
positive enthusiasm though 1 am a Hindu Bengali to the core of my 
heart. For to ask for woman franchise is to ask for an act of barest 
justice and fair pla\ . For a woman’s franchise — what does it mean ? It 
means nothing but this that a woman is also entitled to give adequate 
and formal expression to her opinion bv virtue of the right that Provi- 
dence lias vested in her as a human being. I therefore firmly believe 
that no man with a strong heart and a sound sense can possibly refuse 
tin* demand unless he has allowed consciously or unconsciously, his 
judgment to be befogged by that deep-rooted antipathy of the sexes 
which is unquestionably primitive in its character. 

Sir, about two and a half years ago, this question was first officially 
raised by me and some of my brother commissioners of the Calcutta 
Corporation when we were discussing bow the Calcutta Municipal Act 
was to be so amended as to open out the door for a larger amount of 
popular representation. As the result of that debate we recommended 
the extension of the franchise, not onl\ by lowering the basis of quali- 
fication but also by throwing it open to our women rate-payers. In that 
debate, there was no doubt, a considerable amount of opposition to the 
innovation, but, T am glad to say, that ultimately the demand for women 
suffrage was carried by an ovei whelming majority. The Corporation of 
Calcutta have, therefore, accepted the principle and have recommended 1o 
the Government to allow women to be voters on the same qualifica- 
tion as men under the new Act that is to come. 

Sir, it is too late in the day to demand for a reason for allowing 
women to vote. A question of this kind can only be based on a supposed 
inferiority of women in matters of intellect. If such a question is put, 
then I have no hesitation to say in reply that the progress of the General 
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Science of Mankind, which is constituted by a union of all other sciences, 
as Biology, Anthropology, Ethnology, Psychology, etc., has sufficiently 
and effectively pointed out, that this idea of supposed inferiority of the 
sex to which our mothers, our sisters and our wives belong is based not 
on reason but on prejudice. In her brilliant book called “ A Critique 
on. Femininity,” Rosa Mayreder has pointed out, beyond all possible 
controversy, that <l Sexual Polarity ” does not extend to the “ higher 
culture ” of mankind — to the intellectual and spiritual spheres. The 
great philosopher, John Stuart Mill, points out the instinctive gift of 
woman, who led by her individual observations, rapidly and clearly dis- 
covers a truth and applies it in particular cases without troubling with 
absti act theories. This may be called the intuitive or subconscious 
judgment, in which women are particularly strong; so there is no justi- 
fication for the argument based on the so-called inferiority of women 
which is so often levelled by our opponents against this demand foi lan 
play. 

In this connection, it mav also he said with advantage, as has been 
most aptly pointed out by that great Professor of Psychiatry, Dr. August 
* Froebel that “when man compares himself with woman he usually 
identifies himself, more or less unconsciously, with the highest male 
intellects, with men of genius in art and science and complaistinth ignores 
the crowd of idiots of his own sex.” 

Sir, in the region of intellect and judgment there is nothing like 
superiority and inferiority between man and woman. The truth is and 
that has been adequately demonstrated hv the highest authorities on the 
subject, that in that region of intellect, the two sexes by the decree of 
Providence do complement each other and that most admirably. I lu* 
jnind has no sex, hut only the body — as has been said by the admirable 
Mira bean. 

While man raises this height of the ideal and of objects to he attained, 
woman has the necessary tact to soften and refine the tones and to adapt 
the shades to each special situation by the aid of her natural intuition, 
where man risks everything by the violence of his passions and his 
efforts. 

This reciprocal influence alone conduces to the best and highest 
harmony of sentiments, judgments and necessarily of actions in life in 
all its departments. I join in the hope of such an eminent authority as 
Havelock Ellis, who hopes so much from the development in the civili- 
zation of the future, of an equal freedom for man and woman. Let not 
petty feelings of jealousy or false ideas of superiority or even primitive 
ideas of perpetual tutelage of women close the door to the realization of 
a hope so noble, so glorious, and so soul inspiring. 

Sir, if the exercise of the franchise requires a will power, then it is 
women who are certainly equally, if not more, entitled to it. For as 
legards will power, in the opinion of high authorities on the subject and 
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in our own domestic experience, woman is on the average superior to 
man. It is in this psychological domain, more than in any other, that 
she does and will always triumph. Let us look to our homes and we 
shall get abundant evidence of it. 

The average woman is in no way inferior to the average man in 
intelligence. It is only this, that the intelligence of one is, to say 
rohghly, different in kind from the intelligence of the other. 

Dr. Ivan Bloch, the great authority on Sexual Psychology, has very 
ably pointed out that, in respect of quickness of comprehension and 
intellectual mobility, woman is distinctly superior to man; what more 
is required for a correct exercise of a franchise? Women appear to 
possess, in the sphere of politics, more indepent significance, as is 
shown bv the fact that there have been so many celebrated women rulers. 
Diplomatic adroitness, finesse, and self-command, to the extent to which 
these qualities favour political activity, are indeed specific female peculi- 
arities. Look to our own celebrated women of India both Hindu and 
Moslem. 

Sir, there is another class of our opponents who would ask us to 
explain why we should allow women to vote. To my mind, this is look- 
ing at the question from the hopelessly wrong point of view. 

The question is not why we should allow women to vote, but thV real 
question is, “ what right have we men, to keep them away from it — 
their birthright to give expression to their opinion. The onus is not on 
us who want to do justice but on them who want to shut it out on their 
supiKJsed grounds of expediency. Our Aotes mainly depend on property 
(nullifications and except for the Calcutta University constituency, and a 
few others, so far as 1 know, there is no vote on personal qualification 
for the Council. 

If, therefore, we more than recognise the probity qualification of a 
woman by realising rates and taxes from her, what fairness or justice is 
it then to deprive her of the ordinary legal incidence of such rates and 
taxes — viz., a vote? 

If again the personal qualification of being a graduate of seven years’ 
standing entitles a young man to vote, how on earth could a lady graduate 
of the same standing be deprived of it? Who shows the greater grit, 
man or the woman graduate? Why disqualify the l>etter of the two? 
Is it because you have the power to do it ? 

Sir, there is another class of persons who object to this movement 
on the ground that it will be productive of very great social harm. To 
them it need only be pointed out that similar vague, baseless, and extra- 
vagant apprehensions were entertained by those who objected to the 
introduction of female education in this country, and even to the sup- 
pression of the horrible custom of the Suttee. Such extravagant fears 
arise from personal prejudice alone and are not worth any serious con- 
sideration. To this it may be said that the only persons whom ghosts 
can frighten are either children or imbeciles. 
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Then again, Sir, there is another class of objectors who argue that 
our women are not educated enough to exercise the franchise and so they 
say that it should be given only to women who are graduates or under- 
graduates. These are men who live in the half-way house. They have 
the intelligence to realise the necessity of the demand, but have not the 
courage to admit the justice thereof, and so it is that they want to 
whittle it down by introducing unjustifiable limitations. How main "of 
our male voters are educated, please? Why raise false issues then? 
The truth very largely is that the kind of education that is calculated 
to help a man or woman in exercising the franchise correctly is more 
atmospheric than academic in its character. 

There are yet one or two other kinds of objections to this demand 
which time would not permit me to mention in detail. They are more 
frivolous than substantial and can be very easily met by the fact that 
this right to vote, which is demanded, is only and entirely a jmrmissive 
one. You have not been called upon to grant a woman’s (^barter of 
Rights now? It will be entirely left to the individual woman concerned 
if she will exercise her franchise or not. In the most hotly contested 
• elections in Calcutta now, in spite of facilities of transit and all the pres- 
sure and coaxing that candidates can apply, as a rule, more than one- 
third of the voters — males — do not exercise the franchise at all. 

In this connection, I may quote, with advantage, what was said by the 
great Thomas Huxley in 1 Hf >5 . Two-thirds of a century ago that great 
man said : — 

Let those women, who fWl inclined to do so. descend into the glndin tonal 
arena of life, not merely in the guise of retuirvi as hithertofoie. hut as hold 
*icana\ breasting the open fray Let them be merchants, lawyers, politicians, 
if they so please Let them have a fair field, hut (the great man cautioned 
them) let them understand, as the necessary correlative, that they are to have 
no favour. Let Nature alone sit h’gh above the lists, ram influence, and judge 
the prize. 

So much for the substance of the demand. Then come the objec- 
tions based on the difficulties in the procedure of getting women’s 
votes recorded. If there is the will to grant the demand, then the 
difficulties in getting the grant reduced to action need not he any serious 
source of anxiety. Matters can easils be arranged by keeping the 
custom of the purdah in tact for such women who cherish the same. 
Other smaller difficulties like those concernirig # identification, etc., 
can be very easily dealt with wifh the help of the thumb impressions etc. 
It is frivolous waste of time to magnify trifling difficulties of procedure 
and to put them across our way as objections based on matters of sub- 
stance. Women in South India, even Muhammadan ladies, have been 
exercising this right of franchise for some years past. 

There is one other point that I beg to place before the House. If 
we men of Bengal, because we have the power in our hands, refuse to 
do justice to our own mothers, sisters and wives in the matter of their 
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natural right to representation, then how could we legitimately expect 
a Government conducted by foreigners, with no racial bond of attach- 
ment with us, to surrender to us, a subject race, any of the rights, 
which we are so earnestly claiming at their hands? 

If we are anxious to have justice for ourselves then we must be 
prepared to do justice to others to whom it is due at our hands. If not, 
then our claims will be a mere cry in the wilderness and no shrewd and 
sensible G.r\ eminent will ever take it seriously. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: Sir, at the very 
outset, I desire to join in' voice with that of Mr. D. C. Ghose and 
deplore the fact that last night, as well as to-day, certain speakers 
thought fit to drag the debate on so important a matter to a very low’ 
level by their unparliamentary conduct and expressions. The proposi- 
tion which Mr. Basil has throw r n open for discussion touches a difficult, 
intricate and important problem. 1 am aware that many of our 
community think that the social aspect of the problem is fraught with 
serious consequences and they are, therefore, anxious to leave the 
important political issues which are involved in it to the slow operation of 
time. They seriously believe that if our women get the franchise they 
are agitating for they will lay the axe to the very root of orthodoxy in 
this country and bring about a revolution which will upset all accepted 
beliefs and existing institutions which are based, broad and deep on 
cautious social conservatism. Is there really any cause for such an 
alarm P I say, “ no.” I feel disposed to treat it as a mere stage in the 
evolution of our national life. It is bound to come sooner or later and, in 
my opinion, it is much better for men to keep pace with the tide of evo- 
lution than to oppose the women's cause which its swift curient is 
carrying forward in the natural course with an irresistible force. 
Besides, a new era has dawned upon us and the Indian world has begun 
to move. Although 1 am dead against any kind of revolution, 1 will 
certainly take it upon myself to say that those who say “change noth- 
ing’' are champions of slavery But Sir, we find that in ancient 
India women were coadjutors of men in all departments of life — whether 
within the magic circle of home or in other sterner spheres of life, in- 
cluding the battlefield. To be more businesslike let me say that if 
we compare the legal position of our women, as described in the insti- 
tutes of Mannu, w T ith that of the women of even England, we at once 
find that the birthright of women was nowhere more respected than 
in ancient India. A perusal of Mill’s “ Subjection of Women ’* will 
convince one of the truth of my statement. 

Sir, it is feared that the natural superiority of man will be ques- 
tioned and disputed by woman, if she is allowed to enter into the arena 
of politics on equal terms. I refuse to believe this; for, natural superi- 
ority can never be crushed out of existence by open competition. 
It is not a hot house plant and I am sure it will thrive better in the open 
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air. It has been also urged that polities is a dirty game and women 
should not get near it. Is not lile itself, as we find it in this shabby 
world of ours, a dirty game too. To whom do we look to purify our 
every-day existence. To women, undoubtedly. So let polities also 
be purified by the association of all that is best and noblest 
in the womanhood of our country. It is moreover apprehended that the 
innovation contemplated by the resolution under discussion will pit>- 
duee the New Woman, with a masculine intellect, quite indifferent to 
the natural duties and functions of her life. I decline to believe that 
any woman, with a grain of common sense in hei , would ever think ot 
sacrificing her God-given feminine grace or her throne in the home, where 
she is supposed to be the guardian angel, or for the matter of that lose 
the divine rewards of the gloiious motherhood for the tinsel of politics. 
The franchise which is sought for them will only enable them to par- 
ticipate in some measure, with us in our toils in the field of politics 
as they are already doing in other spheres of life. India needs such an 
alliance between man and woman in the domain of her politics for the 
further expansion of her civic life. It is the intention of God and man 
• alike that women should be our helpmates in the stiict sense of the 
term, and I think it is quite safe for men, of all shades of opinion, to 
say in the glorious immortal language of Tennyson, who was verily 
the soul of the age in which he lived: — 

The woman’s cause is man’s; 

they rise or sink 
Together, dwarfed or God-like, 
bond or free. 

Sir, I think a very strong case has been made out in favour of 
Mr. Bose’s resolution. The amendments, in my opinion, are altogether 
unacceptable and as such, should be altogether rejected. 

The movers of the first two amendments have set excessively high 
premium on University education. A woman, according to one of 
them, should not only go thinugh the paddock, or have a preliminary 
canter, but must actually run, right up to the winning post, the har- 
rowing race of a University to get the franchise! Mr. Dutta, however, 
was a bit more merciful, but 1 wish, Sir, that both of them could look 
beyond the rails of the University Race course 

The last, though not the least, Kumar Shib. Shekhareswar Ray, 
made a heioic effort to stand on two stools and, so far as I could see, 
the valiant Kumar had the inevitable fall between them. Hypocritical 
professions carry no conviction or rouse no sympathy which is the 
universal solvent. My friend very cleverly tried, or shall I say, made 
a desperate attempt to steal a march on the unsophisticated minds 
of those who want the franchise by saying that his committee was 
going to give them the moon ; hut, their eyes which, perhaps see more 
than the eye# of men must have seen, under the froth and foam of the 
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Kumar’s equivocal speech, the real intention of the inner man that 
dwells within him. Besides, his speech, if I mav sav so without offence 
and I really do not mean any offence grew hypercritical and redundant 
in its latter stage and revealed him in the vividness of reality. Their 
came hard words and hard words break bones. 

However that may be, last night the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler 
made an important pronouncement when he said that the decision of 
this House will be final in tins matter. Here is a splendid opportunity 
1 say, for this House to do some real good to the country unaided by 
Government support, and 1 hope and trust that we shall not let the 
opportunity slip out of our hands. If a committee has to be formed 
it must come into existence after Mr. Bose’s resolution has been accepted 
and carried. A committee can work out details — determine the 
7 nodus opera nth, safeguard varied interests that are involved in the 
question, see that the purdah is not in any wav violated and suggest 
measures b\ which the undesirables and ill-fames may be excluded; for, 
excluded they must be for the sanctity of our political atmosphere. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BAN ERJEA: Sir, T feel 
that in rising to speak on this occasion I must clear my ground. In 
the first phve 1 desire it to be clearh known that I speak not as a 
Member of the (io\ eminent but as a representative of my constituency, 
as a Member of this Council and as a public man. The views which 
it would be my dutv to place before the Council are personal and indi- 
vidual views for which the responsibility belongs to me and to me 
alone. In the first place, Sir, I desire to remind this House — and I find 
that the fact has been mentioned by one of the speakers that I was a 
member of the Southborough Committee and that the Committee did 
not recommend the enfranchisement of women. Not only that but 
I supported that recommendation. I feel that some of you would say — 
“you are inconsistent.” “Here evidently you are going back upon 
principles which you had endorsed.” Well, Sir, I do not attach any 
great importance to the cult of consistency. Consistency may not 
always be a virtue any more than inconsistency is a crime. 
Consistency sometimes means perseverance in error. Inconsistency 
is often the mark and symbol of the forward movement of a progres- 
sive mind. Sir, read the history of the lives of distinguished public 
men. Gladstone began his political career as the rising hope of the 
unbending Tories. He ended his great record as the trusted leader 
of the advanced Liberal party in the United Kingdom. Joseph Cham- 
berlain began his public life as a Radical — almost a republican, and 
died as the leader of the Unionist party. Michael Davitt began life 
as a rebel and ended it as a Member of Parliament swearing allegiance 
to the Crown. Sir. it is circumstances that determine political 
principles. It is cirrum stances that impart to political principles, 
their distinguishing character and their discriminating effect. That 
is the dictum of Edmund Burke, The circumstances under wteicb the 
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Southborough Committee made the recommendation to which I have 
just referred do not now exist. We felt that here were the Reforms 
whose fate was trembling in the balance, the extremists violently 
attacking them, the other sections of the community look warm 
in their support. They had to be saved. We felt that if we granted 
women’s franchise we might alienate the sympathies of the orthodox 
and conservative sections of the community and thus jeopardise the 
Reforms. We preferred to throw this cargo over board in order to 
save the ship. That is my jurisdiction for not supporting women’s 
franchise in our recommendations. Sir, the circumstances have changed 
since. The Reforms now formed part of the law of the land. The\ 
are in working order. The circumstances having ('hanged, I have 
changed my angle of vision and have modified my views on the subject. 

Therefore, I am prepared to extend mv humble support to the 
resolution of my friend Mr. S. M. Bose. Is it not desirable, is it not 
wise, and expedient that we should do so? The agitation has begun — 
started by whom? By the most emotional —the most energetic section 
of our community — by® our mothers, wives and sisters. The agitation 
will grow in volume and intensity. It is bound to succeed sooner or 
latei. Is it not wise to take time by the forelock and grant them the 
concession they ask for? Bis dat cito dat : “ he gives twice who 

gives promptly” — that is the la t in proverb. Promptitude adds to the 
graciousness of a gift, delay mars it. Let not the words “too late” 
be written on our concession in this matter as they have been inscribed so 
often in the past. We shall be bound to give it sooner or later. The 
Bombay* Legislative (’ouncil has voted for it, the Madras Legislative 
Gounod has voted for it. Are you going to oppose it — are you going to 
resist it? Will you he able to stifle the agitation? Will you be able 
to roll back the onrush of the rising tide? You will not succeed. 
The forces of liatuie, the forces of time, are with the ladies, and it is 
wise for you to accept the situation and grant them the concession 
with promptitude which will impart an added grace to the gift. And, 
Sir, is it not desirable in our own interest that we should admit our 
women into the electorate ami associate them with us in the legislature 
and the Government of the country in the times to come? Do you not 
want — and here I speak as a Member of the Government — do you not 
want women’s help in respect of the many activities of Government? 
Sir, speaking of the Departments over which T« have the honour to 
preside, we want their help in the mattei of sanitation, we want their 
aid in the matter of child-welfare. I may mention here that at. the 
present time I am organising a series of lantern lectures for the benefit 
of purdah ladies in the Barrackpore subdivision and 1 have felt the ut- 
most need for the assistance of women in this matter. My friend Mr. 
P. 0. Mitter wants their aid in the matter of female education. My 
friend over there, the Nawab Sahib, wants their aid for the develop- 
ment of cottage : .bstrieH, and we too want them in this Council 
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Chamber to soften the acerbities of our debates, to impart to our deli- 
berations that grace, that charm, that sweetness which feminine 
presence alone can inspire. Therefore, Sir, taking my stand upon the 
high ground of expediency, it does seem to me that this Council would 
do well to accept witli unanimity and enthusiasm the resolution which 
1 ms been moved by my friend Mr. S. M. Bose, and Sir, remember that 
the vote is an educating fact.01 . You talk of female education, and you 
place within theii reach the benefits of school instruction: but tar mote 
valuable to my mind would be this form of instruction given by the 
exercise of the vote. It will enthrone the principle of (‘('-operation in 
the recesses of our hearths and homes. It will supply an antidote to 
the mischievous poison of non-co-operation. At the present moment 
these ladies are supplicants at your doors; they will increase in power 
and in influence, as time passes; aided by the time forces, by the sym- 
pathies of civilised humanity and the voices of their sisters waited across 
distant lands, they will speak in tones of thunder which will be irresis- 
tible. Therefore, grant them now what you will be forced to concede 
in the end. Save us from the agitation which is inevitable. Let us 
have peace. We have had enough of agitation. God giant that the 
counsels of sobriety and prudence mav prevail. 

Mr. H. BARTON : I hav e much pleasure in supporting the icsolutions 
by our worthy friend, Mr. S M. Bose. My colleague, Mr. Stark, has al- 
ready spoken for my community, but I should like to supplement what 
he has said. Sir, with the advancement and expansion of thought, the 
olden-day attitude towards woman, that her place in life should, be con- 
fined to the four walls of the house and tied down as a domestic drudge, 
has changed. The days when woman’s weakness, inferiority and inca- 
pacity were held to be obstacles to her taking part in public affairs have 
passed, while woman, herself, has triumphed ovei the attempt by man 
to relegate her to a position of subordination and servitude. No fair- 
minded person, to-day, could deny to woman the credit of having over- 
taken man despite the terrible odds against her to say nothing of man’s 
attempt to handicap her altogether for purposes of pure selfishness. She 
has wiped out all stigmas cast upon her and is, to-day, man’s equal in more 
respects than one. Whatever might be the attitude of other classes 
towards their women on this question, speaking for the Anglo-Indian and 
Domiciled European Community, I feel that our women are fit for the 
franchise. A very large percentage of them are educated up to the 
highest standard this country affords; a large percentage are engaged 
in public offices and commercial firms; many have taken up medicine as 
a profession; a large number comprise the nursing staffs of civil and 
military hospitals, a large number have gone into business while a large 
percentage pay the same taxes and rates that men do. As to those 
classes who feel that their women are either not ready for the franchise 
or are labouring under peculiar national disabilities, which stand in the 
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way* of their participation, the time must sooner or later come, when, 
realising the advantages it offers, they will see the stern necessity for 
ma^jng their women fit and will find ways and means by which such 
disabilities might be overcome. The destiny of their women lies in their 
hand# and it is for them to say whether they will watch over it to their 
advantage or disadvantage. Sir, the extension of the franchise to women 
means more to them than words can express. It must, ultimately, bring 
with it enlightenment, liberty, influence and power which would onfy 
be the restoration to them of rights lost through no fault of theirs. I do 
sincerely hope that their rights will not be restricted to the vote, but 
that it will not be long before we find them sitting side by side with us 
in the Council deliberating those many questions so largely associated 
witji the welfare of women. Woman best understands the needs of woman 
and it is woman that can best advocate woman’s cause. What reasonable 
objection could there be to treating woman, in this respect, on an equality 
with man? She really plays the larger part in the affairs of man and 
every day sees her assuming larger responsibilities and filling a more 
prominent part in those matters which make for the world’s advance- 
ment. If women could go hand in hand and side by side with man in the 
‘domestic and social life, what should stand in the way of her doing so in 
public life? Woman, like man, is of God's creation; woman, like man, 
is therefore entitled to the same privileges. If man chooses to deprive her 
of this right, he must submit to the consequences. The recent war has 
brought out in a conspicuous manner the high qualities in women. We 
know when at a time England needed to keep her fighting forces at full 
strength and every available man had to be set free, the women came 
forward and took their places in the* various services, and it is due 
largely to this fact that the British were able to hold their own during 
one of the most critical stages of the war. On the other hand Anglo- 
Indian and Domiciled European women went out in large numbers to the 
various theatres of the war and played a most heroic part in the war 
hospitals. History records the fact of Indian women having risen to 
similar emergencies, and who will respond again should occasion arise. 
The names of Indian women as great leaders and administrators are not 
lacking. Shall we then turn to women in the hour of our need and cast 
her aside after this need has been met? Men owe more to women than 
most people care to acknowledge. Man’s dependence on woman has been 
from the beginning and will continue till the end of time, why is man 
ashamed to admit this? The extension of the franchise to women can 
only be a step in the right direction. In asking for its extension we are 
but asking for bare justice. Whatever objections or scruples there may 
be on the part of some, they have not convinced this Council that the 
extension of the franchise to women will result in compulsion. Let us 
accept the principle and the rest will follow. 

With these remarks, I support the resolution of Mr. R. M. Bose. 
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Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: It was not my inten- 
tion to intervene in the debate and incur the odium of womankind ; it was 
not my purpose to give expression to sentiments, that not being fashion- 
able, may be termed reactionary but in fairness to polemics, to dialectics 
and academic politics, I think I should sound a note of discord in the 
midst of a paean of praise. I shall endeavour to treat the subject with the 
consideration that it deserves, because the Muhammadan members have, 
in appealing to the beauties of the Islamic religion, which I hope will 
ensure us some converts, given a serious tone to a matter of little moment, 
because some have with gross irreverence introduced the name of the 
Preset and Ilazrat Ayesha in a dirty political atmosphere and in 
an age that has well been styled the Kali Yuga, and because the uncount- 
ed women of Bengal have in flooding us with pamphlets, invitations 
exhortations and insults, taken themselves and this interesting subject 
with a seriousness which does credit to their enthusiastic self-centredness. 
They have shown themselves so adept in the art of canvassing, an art 
natural to them, that already I feel that the reason of some of our mem- 
bers has given way under the strain of their onslaught and button holes 
that were never sported before are in evidence in this austere company, 
and it is no secret that the members of the Southborough Committee 
realised the changing times only day before yesterday — with slow and 
Unyielding comprehension — and taking their stand on the highest ground 
of expediency. Already, Sir, we quake in our shoes when we realise our 
fate when we shall have to bring, to bear on the battlefield of a polling 
'day our feeble forces against the magnetic influence of some fair damsel, 
who with the tune of the Pied Piper, will charm away our trusting voters 
from the security of their homes to their destruction and our detriment; 
already I can realise our futility in the face of the army of women can- 
vassers that will lead away with gentle guile at the very steps of the 
polling booth the mere males whom with anxious entreaties we managed 
to secure, whom with forcible persuasion we managed to give a free ride 
in our motor cars, only to be betrayed in the end at the hour of trial ; al- 
ready, Sir, I can picture the army of men candidates, melting like snow 
before the sun when they find the redoubtable woman amongst them: 
why, Sir, I earnestly recommend this series of resolutions for the accept- 
ance of the Government, for it will save them all the harassment and 
trouble of a contested election, for I daresay there will be no paucity of 
women candidates throughout the length and breadth of Bengal, in its 
furthermost nooks and crannies, in view of the, did we not say, universal 
cry for women suffrage P But it is not on these grounds, Sir, that I oppose 
the resolutions, although the distinct of self-preservation is strong within 
me. Nobody doubts their good qualities, but the right to vote is no 
guerdon for good qualities; nobody doubts their shrewdness and acute- 
ness, but shrewdness and acuteness are poor substitutes for political in- 
sight, balance and far-sightedness. I do not wish to recount the numer- 
ous womanly qualities that make them for the time being, let us have it. 
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unfit for a political existence. There are innumerable reasons, too, all 
more or less eogent, some felt, some expressible. For though, Sir, with 
our characteristic chivalry and out characteristic cowardice when in the 
presence of women, let alone with a quailing conscience under the glare 
of a hundred baleful eyes we may pass the measure, we shall still feel 
that it were far better if we had resisted the temptation of mooting such 
a doubtful proposition. I will not recount t he insuperable difficulties that 
will arise as regards impersonation, recording of votes, giving evidence on 
election petitions, canvassing of women voters, should the ladies behind 
the veil stoop to exercise the franchise, for the difficulties are there and 
patent. I need not refer to the facilities to young Adonises and to poly- 
gamous Muhammadans and Hindus and the difficulties in identifying 
Mrs. No. 1 and Mrs. No. 2. I need not refer to the real danger that exists 
in the ingenuity of that obstructive part of the community that sent a 
carter in Delhi to drive the members, t hat sent a baker to minister to their 
wants and that may send a distinguished public woman to keep company 
with distinguished and enlightened public men, side by side, as Mr. 
Barton would have it. But I feel, Sir, I cannot let this opportunity pass 
^without sounding a note of warning. India is passing through difficult 
times, not only politically, but socially and culturally. The minds of the 
best thinkers are exercised in presaging and calculating the effect on tha* 
culture of India of the advent of Western institutions and above all of ' 
Western customs and manners, of Western inodes of thought and 
ideals. We are looking with longing eyes not to a dim and glorious past, 
not to a sublime and distant civilisation, but at our own ideals, our own 
simplicity, our own love for the home and family life, at our own customs 
and manners that we feel are being ruthlessly sundered by too close an 
imitation of Western life. And I indeed regret to say that it is the women 
of Bengal, far more than the other provinces who are teaching us 
to be more Western than the Westerns themselves. And I cry: Halt! 
let us examine the position. And I say so because 1 have been to the 
West and I have seen what the West has done for its women. I may be 
wrong in arguing from the few against the interests of the many, who 
presumably wait at home with uplifted hands for the conferring of the 
boon, but I daresay they will not be grievously disappointed if the 
opportunity to vote is denied them. Then again, do the women actually 
wish to help us, do they wish to take active part in building the great 
political house that we are endeavouring to construct P One swallow, Sir, 
cannot make a summer, though for the time being its sweet twittering 
beneath verdant leaves may send through us a warm glow of pleasant 
anticipation. What have the women done to show that they can help 
us P The women of England before they obtained the vote had long been 
engaged in helping their folk in their political campaigns, had long 
shown their earnestness in participating in the problems of the country, 
had long worked to uplift and help the poor and the suffering, had long 
stooped to bear the burden of their unfortunate sisters. What have the 
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women in Bengal done which can give them the right to come forward 
and claim participation in the reconstruction of their country with 
knowledge and experience, what have they done to show that they have 
realised the needs of the country and have intelligently grappled with 
the problems of the people or of their own female community? What 
knowledge of affairs have they, which, according to Mr. D. C. Ghose, 
is the best passport to a political existence? And, Sir, to use the favourite 
phrase of this House, used in much lesser measure yesterday and the day 
before, I challenge contradiction. We want no seers, no inspirers, no 
divorcees from hard facts, we want knowledge and experience and a will 
to face hard facts. Perhaps some of us wait for the phenomenon of mili- 
tancy to manifest itself among the women as a sign that they found their 
true freedom, perhaps we wait for the day when the supplicants at our 
doors will speak with a voice of thunder. Who is it, Sir, that refuses to 
emancipate them, who is that wishes to keep them uneducated, who is it 
that refuses to make them helpmates, who is it that denies them God’s 
pure light and air, who is it that wishes to oppress them ? — let the women 
come forward and show that they are willing to help, that can help, and 
cease speaking, each one for the whole woman race. Surely there is some 
lack of proportion, surely it speaks ill of their sense of perspective if they 
think that the vote will give them all, if they think that 
* the adjudgment between the claims of rival candidates, so often 
regulated by accident, influence and personal prejudices, will teach 
them to take interest in the problems of the day. By the vote we can- 
not abolish the purdah , by the vote we cannot remove prejudices, by the 
vote you cannot turn Fourth standard girls into graduates, by the vote 
you cannot remedy the brutality of the social customs that have stunted 
the growth of freedom both in man and woman. Let us drop the gran- 
diose cant, the unadulterated piffle, in talking of education, enlighten- 
ment, emancipation, freedom, etc., in connection with the conferring of 
the vote. Bombay and Madras are no parallel. We have dared to go 
against the dictates of these provinces before, and I daresay we can do 
it again. There is an enormous difference between the womankind 
here and there ; those who have been to the various provinces can see 
it at a glance. I would, therefore, Sir, request the women of Bengal, 
♦or such of them who take an interest in the conferring of the vote, to have 
patience for the next ten years, when the fate of India trembles in the 
balance, and in the meantime show by honesty of work and honesty of 
intellect that they and their helpers are ready to do something constructive 
in the cause of womenkind, and are not too glib with threats and intimi- 
dation and vapid outpourings that make them ridiculous in the eyes of the 
people and damage the cause they espouse. Let them exercise their 
generous and violent enthusiasm in support of a cause that is worthy 
of their impulse, and not bertray their childishness in a paroxysm of 
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fury. "Within these ten years, Sir, let them try to alleviate the suffer- 
ings of their sisters doomed to untold misery by ridiculous customs, 
let them have a platform of social reform and progress to stand upon, 
and then we ourselves, Sir, on humble and bended knees shall offer to 
them the poor gift of a vote. There is, however, one cogent argument 
in favour of conferring the grant. Property qualification is imper- 
sonal, so why should women be left out of it, considering that they 
are neither insane,* nor infants, though they are naturally piqued by the 
happy cynicism of the law that has grouped all disabled people together. 
But when one realises that this will embrace only a few — it' we exclude 
those women who hold property qualifications in their own right and 
by their own earnings — and we see no reason why we should exclude 
them, for admittedly property qualification is impersonal, and we see 
no reason why we should shirk the idea of the premier danseuse of Bengal 
occupying one of the responsible chairs in this House, for admittedly 
property qualification is impersonal — and let it be known that once the 
principle is accepted, there is no room for committees, or restrictions, 
or opinions or details, and when one further realises that there are many 
who carry on the good work of civilisation, carry on the good work of 
political and social enlightenment without caring to exercise the vote, 
when one realises that it will affect and exercise only a few, that few 
will care to take advantage of it, that it may, who knows, superadd to 
the political conflict a bitter domestic conflict, it is perhaps just as well 
that we should wait for the women of Bengal to show signs of resusci- 
tation, rather than by means of artificial methods galvanise them into a 
puppet ^how. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: The community which I have the 
honour to represent is completely in favour of granting franchise to 
our women. The Indian Christian Association, Bengal, which is the 
representative Association of that community, grants full member- 
ship to ladies. In all matters we have deliberated together and have 
not suffered thereby in the least. In certain directions our gain has 
been considerable. Our ladies do not allow us to talk too much : when 
we grow prolix they grow impatient. When we begin to talk non- 
sense they begin to smile and we resume our seats. Our ladies ape 
making a substantial contribution towards the upbuilding of our com- 
munal life. That has been our experience as a community. 

Now to look at the question from general standpoints. Will the 
grant of this privilege really prove a disruptive and a disintegrating 
factor in our home life? If it does, it is surely a very serious matter. 
In that case we ought not to grant any franchise to our women, 
whether they are educated or not from the University standpoint, 
because a home is a home it does not matter — who the mistress of the 
home is — whether she is a University lady or one who did not have 
any University education at all. Certainly, we do not mean to say 
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that our educated ladies have got no homes to look after. If that be 
the considered judgment of this Council let us say so frankly and act 
according to our honest conviction. A partial application of this 
principle is utterly inconsistent. So far as I am personally concerned 
my honest conviction is that the grant of franchise will not result in 
the breaking up of our homes. 

Is there any other ground on which we can deny them this privilege ? 
Are they in any way inferior to us? No one has suggested that. 
They have brains as much as we have, sometimes more than we have. 
They possess sound instinct, good judgment and a greater persuasive 
force. The recent conversion of Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea is an 
illustration in point. Sir Surendra Nath was opposed to women 
franchise at first. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I rise to a 
I>oint of order. I explained the circumstances under which my con- 
version had been effected. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I am not casting any reflection. It 
is a great thing he has done. My hon’ble friend has misunderstood 
me. Sir Surendra Nath was opposed to women’s franchise but he was 
converted the other day by a deputation of ladies. I sincerely con- 
gratulate him on his recent conversion. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: May I offer a 

personal explanation. The deputation did not convert me. I gave a 
cautious answer. I said I would sympathetically consider the whole 
situation without committing myself ons way or the other. 

♦. Professor 8 a C. MUKHERJI: It has been suggested that the 
majority of our women have no vital interest in the question. In fact 
they are totally ignorant of it. Well, that applies to the majority of 
our male voters. There are thousands and thousands of them who do 
not really know what the Reforms are. We have given them franchise 
and are getting them gradually trained in responsible self-govern- 
ment, the minority for the time being guiding the majority. This will 
exactly be the case with our women. 

Some of us think that the granting of franchise will interfere with 
the social customs that prevail in the orthodox sections of the Hindu 
and Muhammadan communities. It will be a very serious thing if it 
does. We must respect these customs, but I do not see how the grant- 
ing of franchise will in any way interfere with such social customs. 
There is absolutely no element of compulsion here. This is purely 
optional whether they exercise their right or not. What is then the 
secret of this opposition? There is, it seems to me, a lurking suspicion 
somewhere in the sub-conscious region that man is the lord of creation, 
that woman is born to serve and to obey. Yes, the woman is to serve 
her whole life, her life is a life of service, a life of ministering; but 
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what right have we to put barriers and obstacles in her sphere of service. 
What right have we, may I ask in the name of humanity, to keep her 
down and to deny what is nothing but her birthright? Sir Surendra 
Nath wanted to stand on expediency. Sir, it is not a case of expediency, 
it is a case of sheer justice and fairness, it is a case of equity. We 
have no right absolutely to stand in the way of women and to deny 
them, that privilege which God has endowed them with. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI : I perfectly agree 
with Sir Surendra Nath that it is wise, it is prudent, it is expedient to 
grant votes to women. Socialism which is only an advanced form of 
democracy demands that franchise should be given to women. The advo- 
cates of socialism, men and women, were the foremost to associate 
with the woman suffrage movement. The economic aspect of the votes 
for women appealed to them strongly. The condition under which the 
women wage-earners work were found in many cases appalling. Long 
hours, paltry wages and other sox disqualifications have been tackled 
seriously by the enfranchised women of the West. Indian working 
’women suffer from their present low economic position. Our women 
are expected to tackle these problems of their own sex. Enfranchised 
Bengali women will undoubtedly help in the elimination of the zenana 
system, will compel selfish men to send girls to schools, to make no 
demand for dowry, raise marriageable age, and abolish man-made and 
one-sided law of inheritance and Kulinism. In fact woman suffrage 
will usher a new era of freedom, self-respect and self-help for both men 
and wombn. 

The success of the Dominion Government, which we are rightly 
claiming and which is bound to come, will depend a good deal on th* 
social, economic and moral status of our women in future. I have 
great pleasure in supporting Mr. Bose’s resolution. 

Maulvi A. H. M. WAZIR ALI: As the question has been fully dis- 
cussed, I propose that the question be now put. 

The motion was put to vote and lost. ^ 

Bafou INDU BHU8HAN DUTTAs I congratulate my friend, 
Mr. S. M. Bose, for his resolution, because I know that he has brought 
it forward, not from a desire to earn cheap chivalry, nor as a result of 
the glamour of metropolitan life, nor from a fear of the putrid eggs, 
which seem to have so much enraged the Kumar, but to vindicate a 
principle — a principle whose recognition is long over ue. 

There has been a great deal of talk about sympathy for the cause 
since yesterday; but, there is no question of sympathy m tins matter. 
It is a question of justice. Is the cause justP If so, you have no 
right to go against it. If it is not just, nobody wants your sympathy. 
When I heard some of the opposition speakers preface their speeches 
yesterday with loud protestations of sympathy and friendliness, 1 
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thought it was time to grow suspicious. And in the end, I found I 
was in the right. The question really resolves itself into two parts: — 
first, are women fit to have the vote? and, secondly, is it expedient 
and practical to give them this right? 

To take the first question first, are they fit to have the vote? Wit 1 ' 
this question, arises another question. Who is the fittest to judge the 
matter? They or the menfolk. The British Government thinks that 
the Indian men are not yet fit for self-government. Now, are we, 
Indian men, to take a leaf out of the British Government and declare 
in a high and mighty tone tone — with the same arrogant pretension to 
superior wisdom — that the Indian women are not fit to have the vote? 
For good or for evil, the menfolk have got the power in their hands 
and they have made the law to decide what is good for women. The 
women have obeyed. Perhaps, they have sometimes felt the injustice 
of some of the rules framed by men, yet they have obeyed. But now, 
the times are changing — a new spirit is abroad — new problems are 
springing up, which we can no longer ignore. Women are taking a 
greater and more useful share in the social and political life of the 
country than before. Can we in all fairness shut our eyes to these 
conditions ? 

Why is it that women are regarded as unfit for politics? I have 
heard it argued that woman has no political instinct. Sir, I do not 
know what political instinct is. I do not know how much of this 
commodity is possessed by all the members of this Council ; but this 
much I know, that in the eventful days of Plassey, when the future 
history of India was being written in letters of blood, it was a woman 
— Rani Bhavani of sacred memory — who showed the greatest political 
instinct. Her statesmanship, her strength of mind, her boldness and 
above all, her “ valiant stand against tyranny ” — which is the essence 
of all politics — remain for ever a sacred thing. There were many 
men — jxditicians in those dark days — but the courage shown by this 
woman in sending a bold letter of protest to the Nawab will for ever 
remain the most memorable document of dignified protest and inordi- 
nate strength of will. Maharani Sarnomay’s name has already 
been mentioned. It is no use multiplying names. In the villages of 
Bengal, even to-day, you will always find lady zamindars managing 
their estates with a vigour of power that may arouse the envy of many 
a man. The late Jahnavi Chaudharani of San tosh, Begum Sahiba 
Faizennessa Chaudharani of Comilla are some of the bright examples. 
In almost every family, you will find women able to give sound advice 
regarding the management of estates. If they can do this bo admir- 
ably, how can it be seriously argued that they cannot understand the 
affairs of the State which is but a glorified edition of smaller estates P 
When I know that my dhobi, my barber, even my sweeper has a vote, 
and yet my neighbour, the lady zamindar, cannot exercise the right, I 
have to hang down my head in shame. 
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It is unfortunate that the present position of women in Bengal has 
made many people think that their condition was ever such. Bengal 
has passed through many dark ages, but history is very clear in show- 
ing that in the Buddhistic and early Hindu days and even in Muham- 
madan days, women took a much more prominent and active position 
in the affairs of the society and of the State. Even in these days, the# 
part played by women is not inconsiderable. The seivice done* to 
the political life Sf Bengal by her daughters, like Swarna Kumari Debi, 
Sarala Debi and Sarojini Naidu, may be recorded in letters of gold. 
They have helped to mould political thought. All India sanctioned 
the right of women to take part in politics by electing Mrs. Besant 
to the presidential seat of the Indian National Congress — the greatest 
position of honour in the country. Mahatma Gandhi can speak from 
experience, what response the women of Bengal have made to his call. 
In the memorable days of the partition agitation, we know what 
splendid service the women of Bengal did towards the common cause. 
He know how their splendid response in tying the sacred bond of Raichi , 
inspired the youth of the country. Those, who have the memory of 
those days, cannot lightly ridicule the movement by the cheap satire 
of coining words like Sahabhotini. In Japan, politics is a religion 
and unless we make our politics a dharma , we shall for ever remain 
in the dark. If we know how to interpret the word Sahadharvnni , there 
will not be any need of coining cheap phrases, there will not bo any 
need of casting stones at Mahatma Gandhi. The days of declaring 
women unfit are gone. We must face the situation, let us face it 
honestly and boldly. 

In this country, in spite of the purdah, women have had greater 
rights and privileges as regards property, than her sisters in other 
countries, than even in England. The Married Woman’s Property Act 
is a very recent matter in progressive England, whereas the women of 
Bengal have had this right for a long time. Are we going to refuse 
them this right of voting which is possessed by the women of England? 
Then again, I have heard it seriously argued that woman is not fit for 
politics, because she is appealed through her heart, rather than through 
her brains — that she is guided by instinct rather than by reason. I 
do not believe in this, but taking for granted that this view is correct, 
what harm can there be in giving them the vote? If she can decide 
things more easily by instinct, so much the better. If she is guided 
by her heart, I welcome the idea. The element of dry reasoning is 
much too evident in the present day administration. It is time that 
more heart was infused into the dry bones of the bureaucracy. 

I cannot understand the cry that has been raised to limit the 
franchise to those that have come into contact with the University. 
This may be natural for the University member to suggest. But, I 
say without fear of contradiction, that there are hundreds of other and 
possibly better methods of education than coming in contact with thi s 
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University. The Univejsity certificate is but the guinea stamp, the 
true political education that comes from the hard experience of life is 
the real gold. 

In whatever way we may look at it, we cannot call her unfit, unless, 
of course, in order to give our own selves a complacent satisfaction 
that we, men, are superior beings. 

Let me now come to the question of expediency and practicability. 

It has been argued that the true sphere of the woman is her home. 
I suppose, by analogy, this ought to imply that the true sphere of the 
man is his office of profession or business. Then, who is to take part in 
politics? 1 cannot understand why woman cannot be expected to take 
as much interest in politics after her day’s work at home, as a man can, 
after his day’s work in office. If this argument is to be followed, we 
cannot have anything but professional politicians, people whose only 
business would be politics. Then the franchise to men must be 
narrowed down to very few persons indeed. 

I am extremely pained to find that some members have raised the 
bugbear of a certain class of women. Sir, the matter is so delicate, 
that a full discussion of the subject is sure to be unpalatable and undig- 
nified. IIave not Bombay and Madras faced this problem? Have they 
shirked this? nave you been able to keep out the undesirable men — 
the men of easy virtue? I am not keen on giving these women votes, 
but as the law stands, wlmt can he done? In the eyes of the law, in 
the British dominions, there is no prostitute. How can you draw a 
line of legal demarcation? I will not go into this unseemly discus- 
sion, but I will say this: if the women of easy virtue have any desire 
to interfere in politics, can you prevent them from doing so even now 
that they have no vote? As long as there are men of easy virtue in 
this world, they will certainly he influenced by this class of women, 
even in the matter of the use of their votes. Cleopatra was not a 
Roman citizen, she had no privileges of Roman citizenship, but she 
was able to change the history of Rome more effectively than any 
citizen of Rome. It is not safe to raise a standard of virtue in this 
question. If you are really serious, try for their uplift rather than 
refuse the women the vote. 

We have heard it loudly expressed from several sections of this 
House, that he who pays the piper must call the tune. We have also 
heard it shouted from the house tops that, where there is no representa- 
tion, there must be no taxation. If taxation is the criterion of repre- 
sentation, is this rule to be applied in the case of men only? We are 
generous enough to accept taxes from women, but when they ask for 
a share in the voice to say how the money is to be spent, we take the 
bureaucrat’s mighty tone, and say: “ Oh, you do not understand these 
matters, look cheerful and pay: we will take care of your money.” 
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Are we Indians going* to be greater autocrats than this great bureau- 
cracy? The number of women who pay taxes in their name, is not 
very large: why should they be denied this preliminary right? 

Women are permitted to hold shares and vote in Joint Stock Com- 
panies and Co-operative Banks. We have not heard of any practical 
difficulty there. Why should there be a difficulty here? 

What after all is the meaning of this resolution? It is only a 
permissive resolution. We only take away their disabilities from vot- 
ing. We do not compel them to vote. If they have the wish, if 
they like to join the turmoil of political life, let them come. We have 
no right to prevent them. 

If you really believe that the right to vote is a good thing, do not 
hesitate to give it to them. They will cherish it; and their presence 
will take away much from the narrowness and dry atmosphere of 
politics. Let not the bugbear of practical difficulty make cowards of 
us. 

Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI: In supporting the resolution moved 
by Mr. S. M. Bose, 1 desire to point out that the tenets of Islam which 
is ohe of the prominent religions in the three continents of the old 
world, held very high the liberties and status of woman. The Prophet 
of Islam says: “Paradise is at the foot of the mother.” I do not know 
that any other religion has offeied the same liberty and privileges to 
woman. We all know 'the position of woman under the early Romans, 
Greeks^ Persians, Babylonians and Assyrians. We know as well of 
woman under ancient Hebrews and Christians. It is Islam which can 
claim and can claim rightly and very strongly to have established the 
equality of rights and privileges between the sexes as a cognizable 
factor from the very day of its foundation. A passage from the Koran 
will give a very emphatic expression of the idea how just the equal 
attention was paid to both the sexes under Islam. Says the Holy 
Authority : — 

Verily, the Muslima, men and women, and the faithful, men and women, and 
■the devout, men and women, and the truthful, men and women, and the patient, 
men and women, and the humble, men and women, and the charitable, men and 
women, and the fasting, men and women, and those who preserve their modesty, of 
men and women, and those who remember God much, of men and women, God has 
prepared for them pardon and a great reward. • 

Under Islam, Sir, woman has not only equal rights and liberties, 
but she always keeps her individuality as a distinct factor in all her 
relations as a mother, a sister, a wife, a cousin, or a daughter, and she 
inherits and exerts her rights equally with those of a man of her status. 
The history of the Saracens will reveal a great deal more. The Sara- 
cenic women took part in war and in public affairs as judges, professors, 
lecturers, doctors, and rulers. We need not go so far back to hunt 
examples out in different countries to know all what they did in different 
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times. Even in India we find a large number of Moslem ladies under- 
taking serious responsibility in the administration of the country, 
names of Nur Jahan, Rezia and Mumtaj Mohul are only too well known. 
Even in the present days you will find a large number of Moslem ladies 
managing their zamindari affairs in a very creditable way. In conclu- 
' sion, I should like to remind you that the Holy Prophet of Islam enfor- 
ced, as one of the essential teachings of his creed, “respect for women,” 
and his followers in their love and reverence for his celebrated daughter 
proclaimed her “the Lady of the Paradise,” as the representative of her 
sex. “ Our Lady of Light ” is the embodiment of all that is divine in 
womanhood, of all that is pure and true and holy in her sex, the noblest 
ideal of human conception. And she has been followed by a long suc- 
cession of women, who have consecrated their sex by their virtues. 
Who has not heard of the saintly ltabia and a thousand others, her 
equals? Since there is communal representation, if franchise is granted 
to women it will not affect in any way the Moslem interest. A different 
set of rules from those which regulate the voting now will of course 
have to be especially framed fo\ the women voters so that there may 
not be any interference w ith the purdah system. 

¥ 

Babu BIJOY PR08AD 8INGH ROY: In placing this resolution 
before the Council, Mr. S. M. Bose certainly deserves the gratitude not 
only of the educated and enlightened ladies of Bengal but of the whole 
educated community of the country, nis is a noble cause and nobody 
can doubt or dispute the great principle which underlies the resolution. 
But politics must always be guided by prudence, and I think it is pru- 
dence or diplomacy, whatever you may call it, which compelled even 
our own Minister the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath to stand against giving 
franchise to women, in the Southborough Committee. Politics must 
take prudence as its guide, and prudence must not be swayed either by 
chivalry or look at things through a glass of romance. This resolution, 
I venture to submit, in spite of its merits, is premature and uncalled 
for. It is premature because it rather anticipates things as they may 
be in future when our ladies are free from the purdah. It advocates no 
reform to suit the existing state of affairs. I call it uncalled for, 
because the whole country, except a certain section of the commnuity, 
T mean the Brahmo and the Indian Christian community, have taken 
no interest in this agitation. The Calcutta public is perfectly indiff- 
arnent to the fate of this resolution in this Council.’ This apathy is not 
the characteristic attitude of the citizens of Calcutta. There are ins- 
tances when the citizens of Calcutta took considerable interest in the 
debate of political measures in the Legislative Councils; for instance 
I beg to refer to the discussion of Mr. Bose’s Marriage Bill in the 
Indian Legislative Council a few years ago. This question came be- 
fore the Southborough Committee and that august body was compelled 
to shelve it on account of the practical difficulties in the way of our 
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ladies in recording their votes. However anxious we may be to admit 
ladies to the same political privileges we enjoy, we must not forget 
these practical difficulties. A handful of Brahmo or Indian Christian 
ladies may attend the polling station to record their votes, but what 
of the vast majority of their Hindu and Muhammadan sisters in the 
mufassal? No amount of political zeal would compel them to do so. 
This is the state of affairs, and we must deplore them. These are tfie 4 
defects, and we cannot surmount them in a short time. In the land- 
holders’ constituency the lady zamindars, many of whom are well- 
educated and intelligent, are not given this privilege. The resolution 
of Mr. Bose asks for provision to be made to allow every facility to our 
ladies to record their votes in a manner which would be consistent with 
their habits and customs. I doubt whether that would be practically 
possible. There are women of ill-fame in cities like Calcutta, and who 
will believe in their honesty? I should not be astonished, if after the 
next election, instead of the worthy reprosen lathes of the citizens of 
Calcutta, some of the notorious cocaine smugglers of the city would 
come and adorn the seats in this Chamber, if this resolution is accepted 
by this Council. Moreover, the orthodox community of Calcutta and 
the people of the imitassal, whom we have the honour to represent in 
this Council, have not been consulted on the question. It is a question 
of supreme importance to the public in w T hich the customs of the people 
are at stake and my submission to the House is that the House would 
oppose this resolution, but accept the amendment of Kumar Shib Shek- 
hareswar Kay. 

Witji these few' words, 1 beg to oppose the original motion of Mr. 
Bose, and to suppoit the amendment suggested by my hon’ble friend 
the Kumar. 

Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA: I am thankfhl to you, 
Sir, for having called upon me to speak on this momentous question. 

I thought that by the time we would be asked to speak, the motion 
for closure would be carried. Fortunately, that has not been the case. 
Whatever the fate of the resolution or the amendment might be, it is 
necessary that the question should be thoroughly discussed. 

For centuries and ages, the greatest injustice has been done to 
women by men who claim a kind of superiority, which is not warranted 
by science or by experience — a claim of mental and moral superiority; 
and I was surprised to find that some members of this Council went to 
the extent of saying that woman’s mental calibre is not of the same 
kind as that of man’s. But it has been said by my friend, Babu Surendra 
Nath Mullick, that up till now we have not heard that the soul has any. 
sex. 

The subjection of women and slavery are the two greatest blots upon 
human civilization, proclaiming the dominance of brute or physical 
force over the spiritual. The time has come when this blot should be 
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removed outright, and proper places assigned to our sisters and mothers 
in the social economy. The old ideas about natural inferiority have* 
to be abandoned, and the time-worn and hackneyed arguments for 
denying women their rights and privileges, to which they are justly 
entitled, should also be abandoned. Humanity does not mean “men” 
alone to the exclusion of “ women.’ * It we have to improve humanity, 
wq have to raise women in status and to give them their natural places 
in the social economy. It was remarked by some members of this 
Council in the lobby, that the privilege which our sisters in the West 
secured after years of struggle by the suffragist movement, should not be 
conceded so easily. But my friends forget that the battles of humanity and 
of civilisation are fought in one land, and the fruits of them are enjoyed 
by the people all over the world. Then again, it has been said that 
this extension of the franchise to women in India will affect very few* of 
them, as they have little social status, no separate property, and as 
most of them live in seclusion. This is no argument. It is tanta- 
mount to the perpetuation of one wrong by reference to another. 
Raise the social status of women by all means, and, if you are so dis- 
posed, tear off the purdah and give the women their rightful places. 
This extension of the franchise is indeed a very small matter; but let 
us lie generous and just in small things — greater things will follow. 

It has been said that the women themselves do not ask for the pri- 
vilege, besides a handful of educated women of Calcutta, and an argu- 
ment has been put foiward whether they aie really anxious for the 
franchise. There is no doubt that the educated, the politically-minded 
few, ask for the privileges and it is only fair and proper that qur edu- 
cated sisters should ha\e their rights and privileges. 

The next argument that has been brought against the resolution is 
that if this franchise is ghen, it will introduce social disorder. But I 
do not tli ink that there is any chance of such disorder. This is the 
first step towards female emancipation. You w T ant female emanci- 
pation; do you expect to make any progress in this direction unless you 
ask your mothers, your sisters, your wives to assist you? 

Another argument that has been brought forward against this reso- 
lution is that we do not know T where we stand in regard to privileges 
to women, and so it is necessary to ascertain by the formation of a Com- 
mittee the facts and figures as to how many women will be enfranchised 
by this measure. But this is a matter of detail and does not affect the 
main question. It seems to me we will be wanting in our duty if we 
fail to pass this resolution. 

Practical difficulties have been brought forward in the shape of 
social customs and habits which cannot be changed in a single day; 
anomalies owing to property qualifications for exercising the franchise; 
women’s position under the existing Hindu and Muhammadan laws; 
the limited number of our sisters that may be called upon to take advan- 
tage of the privilege; and the danger of enfranchising a larger number 
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of women of easy virtue are, no doubt, many. But we should not be 
scared away by them. It is only by grappling with difficulties that we 
gain in strength. No change is possible without some kind of struggle. 
But that should be no reason for crying “halt’’ in our onward march. 
The spirit Qf freedom is abroad. We, who have so long been deaf, are 
now hearing the great bugle-call to fall in, and if we mean to win 
freedom’s battle, we are bound to take our sisters as comrades in arms. 
Educate your sisters and mothers, bring them up into your line and 
present a united •front to all the forces of reaction and darkness and 
your success is assured. The extension of the franchise is not only a 
step in education or in polities but it is a stride towards the advance- 
ment of humanity. 1 think the principle of enfranchising women 
should be accepted. The details should be worked out by the Govern- 
ment. If this House recommends that the franchise should be extended 
to women, Government should frame such rules and regulations, con- 
sistent with our existing habits and customs, as would enable all our 
women to take advantage of the franchise. 

With these words, 1 beg to support the resolution moved by my 
friend Mr. S. M. Bose. 


Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: I move that the ques- 
tion, be now put. 


The PRE8IDENT: I do not think any useful purpose would be 
served by putting the clousure motion before the House now. There 

are many speakers yet. 

• 

Mr. 8. M. ALEY: I have heard a good deal in support as well as 
against the resolution moved by my hon’ble friend Mr. S. M. Bose. 1 
do not want to dilate on any points which have been put forward either 
in favour of or against it, but I want to ask this Council one simple 
question as to what is the duty of the legislators in making laws 
and whether the laws they make should not be for the benefit of the 
masses. In case this resolution as it stands or the amendment suggest- 
ed by others be passed, what will Ik 1 the result and who will be bene- 
fited by it? I say a very microscopic minority alone will get the 
benefit of it. The masses will never be able to take advantage of this 
law. Besides the masses of our womenfolk are not clamouring for this 
privilege; it is only a certain section of the Hindu, Brahmo and Indian 
Christian communities (whose number is very small) w'ho have received 
English education and have taken to Western ways that are eager to 
get this right and who alone will enjoy it. Let our womenfolk first 
take to education and to humanitarian work for the good of their own 
kind and when they are sufficiently advanced, then, and then only, they 
should ask for this privilege. With these few words, I strongly oppose 
the resolution. 
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Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I move that the question 

be now put. 

The motion that the question be put was put and lost. 

Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: I would like to say $ few words 

on this subject. Before doing so, I would like to mention that 
' it ys a matter for surprise to us that some members of this 
Council were attempting to close this debate although they knew fully 
well that there were other speakers who wanted to spetak on the subject. 
The resolution of Mr. S. M. Bose suggests that the sex disqualification 
for registration on the electoral rolls be removed entirely, whereas 
the two amendments of Rai Jogendra Chunder t those Bahadur and Babu 
Annada Charan Dutta, respectively, aim at limiting the franchise to 
women possessing certain educational qualifications; and the last of 
the amendments moved by Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray suggests 
that the question be referred to a representative committee of non- 
official men and women. 

There is a feeling both in this House and outside that a reference 
of a matter to a committee amounts to shelving it indefinitely. If the 
principle be accepted, I fail to understand why we should adopt this 
course which is contrary to the Act of 1919. It is true that if Mr. Bose’s 
suggestions are accepted, the matter will he taken up by Government 
who, under the Act, will frame the regulations. If, on the other hand, 
the Kumar Bahadur does not at heart agree to the extension of the 
franchise he should have said so in plain terms; and instead of moving 
an amendment he should have opposed the resolution. The vpry fact 
that he suggests that the committee should he composed of men and 
women indicates that he accepts the principle of extending the fran- 
chise to women. Much has been said by previous speakers on this 
very important subject. In some other parts of India the principle has 
been recognised and there is no reason why Bengal which claims to 
be the premier presidency in India should lag behind. She has .pro- 
duced many illustrious women who, in point of education, intelligence 
and foresight, can claim to be in no way inferior to men who enjoy the 
privilege only because they happen to belong to the stronger sex. 

We are living in a land of progress and if in our selfishness we 
fail to see the equality of our sisters and daughters, posterity will cer- 
tainly cry shame on us. 

Extension of the franchise will give a healthy stimulus to female 
education, the necessity for which, I am sure, is recognised by all. 
If we, in this House, stand in the way of imparting education to the 
woijjtajlbood of Bengal, shall we not be marked for ever as a lot of 
biassed and selfish legislators like the Brahmins of the old ages who 
thought it fit to monopolise certain privileges even in matters educa- 
tional to their own community? Even in those days there existed in 
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India women whose intelligence and* erudition were far above those of 
the^&verage m&n then living. 

Difficulties there will undoubtedly be, in the matter of fixing the 
standards of qualification; but these are details which should be left 
to* tijp framers of the rules, if the resolution is carried. 

With these observations, I have much pleasure in supporting ^he 1 
resolution moved by Mr. S. M. Bose. 

• 

Babu NALINI HATH ROY: No country in the world developed a 
higher conception of womanhood than India - the India which gave 
birth to the rudiments of civilisation; and in few countries of the world 
the Jot of woman has been rendered more pitiable than in this very land 
of Bharat. No country in the world has produced a higher type of 
womanhood than India, and in few countries of the world women have 
been treated with less justice than here. 

It is now time — high time, I should say — to make up for past mis- 
deeds; it is high time to make amends, to right, the wrongs that have 
been inflicted; the selfishness of the stronger section of the population 
•that has been allowed to run riot in this sacred land of our<, must now 
be cast away and full justice and reparation must be done to those who 
are inferior to us in brute force only, but are ten times superior to 
us in the true qualities of humanity. It is a very hopeful sign of 
the times, that meetings are being held in almost every district of 
Bengal and the women of the country, who have lived and suffered for 
centuries without complaining, are now coming forward to claim their 
due bef(tre the. bar of humanity. 

Without being too serious. I would ask, why should we hesitate to 
give the right to vote to women? Have not they got the right to rule 
and do jthev not actually exercise this right of ruling to its utmost 
extent in every household? 

As we* mere men, have given up the right to rule and manage ou?*s 
♦ 6wn^KoSW v why should we object to givjng the ladies a mere fight, 
to vote? 

I look forward to the day when, not only the ladies will vote, but 
when we shall be enabled to make over the wretched business of p©li- % 
tics and rulership entirely to them, and betaken ourselves to pursuits 
more beneficial, more suited to our brutish natures. T hold that the 
proper function of man is not to rule, not to quarrel with fellowirten 
but to try to rule nature to fight with the forces of nature and make 
them yield-up their treasures for the service of humanity. 

The management of homes, management of the domestic arrange- 
ments of ‘nations should be left more and more to the care of 
What relief! What a gain! When will we be able to shake off the 
dust of politics with its attendant petty selfishness, its jealousies and 
heartburnings, its deception and subterfuges entirely from us? Of 

A 
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course, the happy consummation At these happy events is yet j, matter 
of pious hope, but I^wotild pot hesitate to .jn&ke a beginning, even in 
this land of malaria and marshes. J*fulfy JieHeye politicsj^and^politi- 
cal morality will be much safer in the hands of our ladies than in our 
own. 4 * 

, The other day, I had the pleasure of talking to a learned Pandit 
about this matter. He gave me definitely to understand that tfiis 
measure is the beginning of the end: Society will gb to rack and ruin 
and the priceless old civilisation of our country, that baa been built up 
after centuries of toil will receive its death blow. Now the curses of 
this learned Pandit are, I think, the best proof of justice and fairness 
of women franchise. For the last 150 years most of these Pandits have 
cursed almost everything that goes towards rebuilding Indian society 
on right lines. So when I heard him condemning women franchise with 
all his sincerity and earnestness, I thought that nothing could be 
stronger of the justice of this measure than this condemnation. 
When T told him that he should prepare himself for seeing this measure 
passed he asked me, whether it is really true that Hindu members will 
vote for it. 1 assured him that they will. He then consoled himself 
with the idea, that whatever Hindus may do. our Muhammadan mem- 
bers will not allow such a revolutionary thing to pass. But what 1 
expect is that this gentleman has reckoned without his hest and will 
find to his discomfiture that, in this measure of giving the vote to the 
women, Hindus and Muhammadans will join hands together. For is it 
not the Islamic civilisation which conferred the right ter property to. 
women fourteen centuries ago, when the rest of the world considered 
their womenfolk almost in the light of goods and chatelsP And will 
Islam now stand in the way of doing full justice to the status of the 
womankind P g 

* In conclusion, I would say that the call for women franchise does 
U<A come merely from meetings and associations but from t#e depth of 
futurity itself, which, we would be wise not to ignore. 

Btbu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I agree with the mover of the 
original resolution that the women should be allowed to vote. The 
local authorities enforce women just as men to pay rates and taxes^nd 
if they fail to pay, their properties are attached and, fkerefore, it is 
r%ht and just that the women having property should be allowed to 
voBfe But I find some difficulties. I am of opinion that though they 
should be allowed to vote they should not vote directly, but they should 
be allowed to yote through proxies. The purdahnashin system stands 
in*he way. Most of our women follow the pur dahrymhin <*y stem and 
most of them are illiterate and some are of ill-fame and $Hwould ti very 
difficult to identify them at the polling station. These are the reasons 
for which, thdugh I admit that they should be allowed to vote, they 
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should wot be allowed tq yote directly. It has been said that the Bom- 
baj^aud Madras Legislative Councils have allowed* franchiea to women, 
%ut Icbegrto submit that" in those presidencies" the women "doTiot follow 
the purdahnashin system as in Bengal [Babtj Surendra NATH*M,nnLiCK : 

“ (Jnestion.” ] I think that they may be allowed to vote through their 
legfft guardians, through their husbands, through their fhtheri^and « 
their managers just as, under the Calcutta Municipal Act, the Joint 
Stock Companies wre allowed to vote through their agents or managers. 
Similarly, if women are allowed to vote, they should be allowed to vote 
through proxies. I must, however, say that in the case of lady-gradu- 
ates' or even those who have passed the Matriculation Examination or 
similar examinations they may be allowed to vote directly, but in the 
case of other,, women though they may haye property qualification they 
should not be allowed to vote directly on the grounds which I have just 
stated. It appears from the Franchise Committee’s Report which is 
dated February, 1919 — the Committee which went carefully through 
the representations of the representatives of the women and through the 
representations of the local Governments — that they strongly opposed 
• to grant franchise to women at present. They have stated that several 
political associations specially in Bombay and Madras urged the same 
cause, but during the early examination of the representatives they 
found reason to believe that female suffrage 


The PRESIDENT: I do not think that you need take up the time 
of the Council in reading from the Franchise Committee’s Report. 

Babfi AMULYA DHONE ADDY: It will appear from their report 
that in their opinion the time has not come when franchise shotfld be 
given to women and specially in Bengal. I fail to understand what cir- 
cumstances have changed since then during the last two years that 
these women should be allowed to vote. I will therefore support the 
last amemfment to refer the matter to a committee and if it is lost then I 
shall be very glad to support the amendment of Rai Jogendra Cbunder 
Ghose Bahadur, namely, that only lady-graduates or matriculates 
should be allowed to vote and not others. 

The Council was then adjourned for fifteen minutes. 

After the adjournment. 

Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: At this fag-end 4>f the 

day, it is painful for me to rise to inflict a speech on the Council when 
eveiy one is anxious to go away. As however, the matter is an import- 
ant one I cannot refuse to take part in the debate. 1 am extremely 
sorry that the Rouse is divided hopelessly with conflicting views; but 
I hgm, a compromise will be effected. I think the views of 

aU pa rties should be consulted and we should be allowed time to con- 
sider the details. In my opinion we should accept the principle of woman 
franchise. There tre difliculties in the way and the Hon’ble Sir Henry 

a 2 
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Wiieeler pointed out yesteiday the legal difficulties. The strong feel- 
ing of the *Muhammadaji friends against the granting of franchise 
should be eonsidered, the uudetirables should ba excluded and^I ant 
sure even the ladies who are advocating f'or getting the franchise are 
also anxious that the undesirables should not be allowed the privilege. 
Th e resolution as it stands has my sympathy, but I do not think it can 
be taken in its entirety, some modification is necessary, and I know the 
mover of the resolution is quite willing to do so. Thv two amendments 
advocate only a limited franchise The question of woman franchise 
is not a new one. It was discussed before the Joint Committee-* of* th£ 
Parliament. It could not be decided then and time was 4 »ildwe^\nd 
it was said that if there was any strong desire on the part oUthe electors, 
the matter should be discussed in the Council and whatever should be 
the effect, action might be taken accoidingly. Bombay and Madras 
have accepted the principle ami there is no reason why Bengal i&ould 
not do the same. But at the same time 1 must say that Bengal is 
not Bombay or Madias. I do not admit, Sir, that our wqrneri are in- 
capable of taking an intelligent part in our public affairs or questions 
of public interests. In the household affairs our women, literate or' 
illiterate, reign supreme. In Bengal both Hindu and Muhammadan 
women have been given the right to exercise ownership of properties. 
Politics is not a thing in which any special expert knowledge is neces- 
sary. One who has got a strong common sense can veiy well take* part in 
IKilitics. If it is not so, how can we extend the privilege to the illite- 
rate men. If it is the birthright of men it is equally the birthright of 
women and they should be allowed to take part in the political ques- 
tions of the day. If we allowed the privilege to the illiterate male mem- 
bers, how can we sav, that the females are not capable of exercising it. 
The Government for a long time resisted our demands on the ground 
that we were not competent to exercise the new* power, hut at last it 
had to yield. Similarly, I do not see any reason why the females should 
be told “you are incompetent to exercise the power and therefore you 
are debarred from exercising it.” The zenana question is a difficult 
question, no doubt, but I do not think that it can really stand in the 
way. 1 cannot concede that if this privilege is extended to the females, 
thlfc zenana would be invaded by anybody and everybody. If any- 
thing is necessary, it may he done through the husband or son or sdme 
other person who has' access to the zenana. But I fail to see bow the 
privilege can be extended to the interior parts of the country. The 
privilege can now be given to the municipal towns where proper arrange- 
ments can be made through the females, there being manj 7 educated 
women to take part in the necessary arrangements of a polling station 
and recording of voles. It would, however, be a very difficult t^sk if 
the recording is done by house to house visitation and then agtfm, .in 
the interior, it would be impossible to expect the women to go to the 
polling stations far away from their homes and sometimes it is no less 
a distance than 10 or 12 miles. 
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If the voting is to be recorded by sending other persons to the 
villages the difficulty would be that it would take an enormous amount 
of time. All these matters will have to be considered as also the object- 
ions of the Muhammadan Community. If the privilege be given to the 
women it will surely give an impetus to the spread of female education. 
For thes§ reasons, I hope that an amicable arrangement should be 
arrived at, and I think that the principles underlying the resolution 
should be accepted with some reservations. If that can be done and 
1 think even now that it can be done, a committee may be appointed 
to Consider *^nd suggest the details. It* however that cannot be done even 
.4hen»lAid^e V® should have a committee which would consider what 
class, should be excluded and to whom the privilege should be given 
~fyid whether it would work through general electorate or special elec- 
4-orate, whether it should be restricted to municipal towns, etc. Foj* 
thest masons, and with these observations, I express my sympathy with 
the movement for enfranchising women, hut at the same time I suggest 
some arrangement should be made and all communities should be con- 
sulted. I have, therefore, much pleasure in supporting the principle 
• underlying the resolution. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ABDUL JUBBAR PAHLOWAN: 1 am sorry 
that I am not able to support the resolution, which, 1 understand, many 
of my colleagues are going to support. Certainly 1 would have sup- 
ported it* if my religion would have allowed me to do so. And 1 would 
not have spoken a word if the resolution had not been of a general 
nature, i.e., I would have had nothing to say if the question had been 
a communal one. I know that according to the present, rules and regu- 
lations of tho Parliamentary Joint Committee, the present Bengal elec- 
toral rules cannot be changed. Rule 7 may be changed, but tlmt can- 
not be made communal; so, 1 request my friends and sisters, who are 
willing to see the resolution carried, to wait for ten years and try after 
this period when it may he possible to make it communal. I do not 
know what the Hindu religion says about it. But I can assure nr\y 
friends that Islam caD never tolerate it. I understand that my sisters 
inside and,outside the Council will put censure upon me for opposing this 
resolution, but I request them 1o consider my position as a Muhammadan 
representative in the Council. I also request them to consider whether 
I shall obey the dictates of the religion or concede to the request of theirs. 
However, *1 regret to say that the cruel purdah system has made me 
accede to the tender reqyest of my sisters and oppose the resolution. One 
may cite the examples of individuals who allow their females to be pre- 
sent everywhere and to speak with everyone, but that cannot be cited 
as a religious dictate, e.g ., if a Mussulman takes ham which is a for- 
bidden food, may it therefore be said that ham is allowed to be taken by 
Mussalmans? Moreover, I know many examples of titter experiences 
of women emancipation. T challenge every Mu h a mm adan member of 
this Council* to prove otherwise about Muhammadan purdah. If any #ne 
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hesitates to reply'gn my words as authoritative, I have nothing to say, 
but I request them* to postpone the resolution for a short period of time 
&nd to take the opupieu of Muhammadan religious authorities. Sir, what 
else can. I say than this to support my opposition. What is the harm 
to postpone it for a short period of time? What is thwneed of such a 
hurried legislation ? With these few words, I strongly oppose the resolu- 
tion and all amendments to it. 

4 The motion for closure was moved by Maulvi Ekramul Huq which 
w^i lost, the voting being 31 on each side. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI : I have been called upon to 
spehk on this resolution at the fag-end of the day. I would not try to 
, detain the House very long. I would only say one thing and it is this 
that quotations from the scriptures have been cited in favour of this 
resolution by some Muhammadan as also by Hindu speakers; but the 
question is that this movement is a new one. In no country has it been 
tried before. It is a new experiment and most probably it is yet too 
premature to try to start this movement in Bengal. It is no argument 
that because Bombay and Madras have passed the enfranchisement of 
women, therefore, Bengal will follow suit. The circumstances in Mad- 
ras and Bombay are very much different. I do not mean by this that 
I am opposed to the principle underlying the movement, but the thing is 
that we did not get time to consult the constituencies which we have the «■ 
honour to represent in this Council. We should try to gaqgq»the feel- 
ings of the country before we can give our consent to this movement. 
My friends who have been imbibed with the Western ideals m^ghf per- 
haps resent my words, that “East is east and West is west.” In 
England it took a long time — I cannot say the exact number of years — 
it may be 60 or 60 years before this movement could gain ground 
there. There is no purdah system there and there the women can exer- 
cise their right of voting more intelligently than women in India. 
Whatever may be the reason, we find that our womenfolk are not so 
much educated as the women of Western countries. Let us first edu- 
cate our daughters and sisters and in the fulness of time this female 
franchise would be realised and till then it will be too premature to press 
for it. Sir, we have heard that a certain class of femaleg have been 
branded as unfortunates and undesirables. I think tktey should be 
treated more compassipnately. Their degradation is due to the men 

The PR E8 1 DENT: I do not think that is a point you need dilate 
upon. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: I mean to say there are men 

who ought to be disenfranchised. Babu Amulya Dhone Addy has said 
that direct power of voting should not be given to women. That shows 
that he is against giving this franchise to women, but he wants that 
more power should be added to the voting capacity of igp]>. Sir, I 
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would say another thing. A fresh election for thWCouncil would not 
take place within another two years and a half, l^would be beet to 
ascertain the feelings of the public at large on thk intfportant 'point. I 
am sure the people of Bengal would be too glad to accord their full 
support to this bio vement. But so long as we have not ascertained the - 
feelings Qf the public, it will not be very wise on the part of the few 
members who have assembled here to decide the question of sucji a vital 
importance to the •well-being of the community. Sir, if we decide this 
question in haste we may have to repent at leisure. The representatives 
of the Indian Christian community and Anglo-Indian community can 
very well claim this franchise for women because they have no purdah 
system. With these remarks, I would request the mover of the motion, 
to postpone this resolution for some time to come. / 

Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: 1 rise to make the follow- 
ing observations on the resolution. 1 am against the principle of 
restricting the women from voting. M\ opinion is that, with regard 
to politics, all classes and communities should have the right of voting. 
We must take the opinion of every section for the matter of managing 
the affairs of our country, and Government. We have seen many queens 
reigning ably over their kingdoms during Moslem time. We have 
also seen Rezia, Nur Jahan and other ladies governing the kingdoms. 
We have heard of Rani Lakshmi Bai who went to the battlefield to lead 
her army*, and, in later days, of Maharani Sarnomay and others. * 

Sir, I have every sympathy with the resolution, but at the same 
time I have doubts about its practicability. The report of the South- 
borough Committee says that female franchise need not be taken now 
and we have also heard from the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler that if the 
resolution is carried Government will have to frame rules. W<* have 
heard references to Madras and Bombay who have extended the fran- 
chise to women, but 1 believe women of those provinces are more ad- 
vanced than our women. 

The PRE8IDENT: All these matters have been discussed before and 
it is no uie repeating them and as the time is short you should curtail 
your speech# 

J 'M 

Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: With these observations, 
I accept the principle but to solve the practical difficulties let the matter 
be decided by a committee. 

The PRESIDENT: I want to bring to your notice that there is a 
very important resolution, No. 64, on the agenda, which stands in the 
name of Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. It runs thus: — 

“This Council recommends to the Government that a deputation 
consist ing.jpf the finance one Minister and two non-official 
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Members of this Council be sent to Simla, as early as possible, to repre- 
sent to His Exceljpney the Viceroy the special pecuniary difficulties of 
Bengal aftd its claim for special consideration and financial help. ,, 

That is a very important motion : if it is taken in its \\sual turn it will 
never come up for discussion. The Government of Bengal is sending a 
deputation to Simla, and, I believe, everyone would wish before that 
deputation goes to decide this matter, and if they are in favour of sending 
a deputation, that deputation should go with the Members of Govern- 
ment. I would therefore like, unless there is any objection, to take this 
motion on Monday immediately after the motion which is now under dis- 
cussion. Is there any objection to this? 

The Council agreed to the proposal. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till Monday, the 5th September, 1921, 
at d r.M. at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings or uie oengai Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Aet. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Cal- 
cutta, on Monday the 5th September, 1921, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President, the Hon’ble the four Members of the 
Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers and 111 nominated 
and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Vice-Chancellor, Dacca University. 

‘XXXVI. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the present Vice-Chancellor 
of the Dacca University is receiving a salary of Its. 4,000 a month P 

( b ) What were the reasons which led the Government to apppint 
a Vice-Chancelloi for the Dacca University on a high salary P 

( c ) JVhat was the salary he received immediately before his present 
appointment ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be further pleased to state wlmt 
total amount of money, if any, was paid to him from the Government 
treasury for work done in England for the Dacca University, prior to 
his actual appointment as its Vice-Chancellor? 

(e) If any amount was paid for any such work, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state the nature and amount of the work so 
performed F 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): (a) It is a fact. 

(b) The appointment was made by the Government of India, which 
fixed the salary commensurately with the dutihs, responsibilities and 
dignity of the appointment. This salary was proposed by the Cal- 
cutta University Commission. 

(c) Government are not in possession of this information. 

(d) and ( e ) A sum of Rs. 4,297-12 has been paid, viz., Rs. 4,000 as 
honorarium and Rs. 297-12 expenses for clerical assistance. The Vice- 
Chancellor was occupied for some three months in England in attend- 
ing selection committees, interviewing candidates and in other work 
prelinpnary to the establishment of the University. 



414 . QUESTIONS. ' [6th Sirr^ 

* *■ 

* 

Travelling allowance of sub-inspectors of pofloe. 

•■’H, ^ ^ 

•XXXVII. Babu' BIJOY PROSAlj SIN&tf ROY: -^a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to 
state whether all Government officers, drawing a salary of over Us. 100, 
are considered as second class officers ; and whether they are entitled 
under the Civil Service Regulations to draw second cl&ss travelling 
allowance f , 

(b) Do the sub-inspectors of police, Bengal, drawing salaries of 
over Rs. 100, receive travelling allowance according to- the above rule? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge be pleased to state, the reasons for this differential 
treatment ? 


MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
8ir Henry Wheeler): (a) Yes. 

(b) and ( c ) No; the general question of raising the limit of pay 
for the purposes of the classification df officers under the Civil Service 
Regulations is under consideration. Meanwhile orders were issued 
that sub-inspectors of police should continue to rank as third class 
officers, and should not be classified as second class officers and draw 
higher travelling allowance rates merely because their revised scale of 
pay exceeded Rs. 100. 


Witness shed at Caibandha Courts. 

‘XXXVIII. Maulvi H AMID-UD-DIN KHAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware that there is 
no witness shed attached to Gaibandha (Rangpur) Courts (Civil and 
Criminal) and that the public are greatly inconvenienced thereby? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of t&ing steps 
to remove this grievance at an early date P 


MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): (a) and (b) Government are aware that there 
are no witness sheds attached to the Court (Civil and Criminal) at 
Gaib&ndha. Administrative approval has been accorded to the con- 
struction of a witness shed for the Civil Court. As regards the Ci^ainal 
Court, such a shed is not considered necessary as there is fair sitting 
accommodation in the verandah of the Court which ^s utiUsed by the 
witnesses, and if another verandah be added on the western side* arh&s 
been proposed, there will be more than sufficient accommodation. 



QUESTIONS. .413 

Unstirred Questions 

(answers Jo whieh ware laid on the table). 

* 

Officers of the Dacca University. 

216. Bafcu SURENDRA NATH MULLICK: (a) Will the Hon'ble 

the Ministe#in aharge of the Department of Education he jpleaaed 
to lay on the tablg a complete list of all the appointments made *by th* 
Dacca University authorities, specifying — „ ' 

(t) the names of the officers and teachers appointed, 

(ii) their academic qualifications, 

{Hi) their respective posts and salaries, and 

(iv) their previous occupations with their salaries and grades, if 
any P 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what is the 
total number of students who have taken admission in the Dacca Uni- 
versity and the number of students in each class, as also the number of 

a stipends offered to students P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that it has been estimated that the Dacca University is going to 
cost in the current year more than what was provided for it in the 
budget P 

(d) If so, what will be the approximate deficit P 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a), (*), (u), (mi) and (iv) 
Reference may be made to the repl> on the 81st August last to unstarred 
question No. 189 asked by Rai Radha Cliaran Pal Bahadur. 

(b) Up to 24th August, 1921, the number was 784. A sum of 
Rs. 10,000 has been provided for scholarships and stipends during the 
current year. 

(c) It is not a fact. 

(d) The question does not arise. 

* Post-graduate staff of the Calcutta University. 

217. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state how many members of the post-graduate staff of the 
Calcutta University are attached to the Government colleges? 

( b ) Mow much does the University pay for the remuneration of 
these teachers? 

(d^ How many of these teachers belong to the Presidency College, 
and what amount is paid by the University for these teachers P 

j^L) Is a fact that the teachers of the Presidency College are not 
allowed to draw their honoraria for post-graduate work? 
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( e ) Is it a tact that the teachers of the other Government colleges are 
allowed to draw the same ? 

( f ) If ho, what is the reason for this differential treatment? 

(g) Did the Governing Body of the Presidency College recommend 
that the teachers should receive their honoraria? 

(/i) Are the Government reconsidering the case of the Presidency 
College teachers? '* 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) During the academic ses- 
sion of 1919-20, 41 officers attached to Government colleges worked as 
post-graduate lecturers. 

( b ) For the j services of those 41 officers Calcutta University paid 
Its. 43,600-0-11. 

(c) During the academic session of 1919-20, 31 officers of Presidency 
College worked as University lecturers in the Post-graduate Depart- 
ment. The University paid Rs. 33,460-6-11 to Government for their 
services as post-graduate lecturers. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) The Presidency College was affiliated in M.A. and M.Sc. in most 
subjects before the present post-graduate arrangements were introduced, 
and its staff had been appointed to meet the requirements of the college 
in this respect. The now arrangements threw no extra work upon 
them, as post-graduate teaching was already part of their duties, for 
which they are paid by Government. The situation is different with 
regard to other Government colleges, which had no M.A. or M.Sc. 
affiliation: the members of their staffs who take part in post-graduate 
teaching do so in addition to their ordinary duties, i.e fn addition to 
# the duties for which they are paid by Government. 

(g) Yes. 

(h) No. 


Proposed Bonarpara-Parbatipur railway line. 

218. Maulvi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: Will the Hon’We the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be 
pleased to say, after inquiry, when the construction of the railway line 
from Bonarpara to Parhatipur, or from Mohimganj to Parbatipur, is . 
likely to be taken upP 

. MINISTER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan 

Bahadur): As there is little or no prospect of thesrf lines being * 
constructed in the near future, Government do not* consider ihat an 
inquiry addressed to the Government of India (Railway Board )trwill 
have any fruitful result at the present time. f , 
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Percentage (^failures in classical languages in 1921 B.A. 

# ' examination. 

. 219. Maulvi A. H. M. WAZIR ALI : (a) Will the Hon’ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing the percentage of failures in the 
various classical languages at tlie last University B.A. examination? 

( b ) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the B.A. course* in 
Arabic is considered harder than the courses in other classical 
languages? 

( c ) If so, what steps are the Government taking to bring it into 
line with the courses for other classical languages? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that there has been a very 
heavy percentage of failures among the Arabic students at the last 
University B.A. examination? 

(e) I»4|j e Hon’ble the Minister aware that almost all the students in , 
Arabic, except a few Presidency College students, were coached by the 
University itself (no other colleges in Calcutta having affiliation in 
Arabic) ? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Minister he pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing separately the percentage of failures in Arabic at 
the last B.A. examination among the Presidency College students and 
the students who were coached up by the University itself? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MUTER: (a) The information will not he 
available till all the results have been examined. 

(6)*The University authorities report that it is not so considered. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) The University authorities report that this is not the case. 

(e) Softie students' receive some assistance from teachers provided 
bv the University. 

(/) 'The information is not available. 


Educational institutions and non-co-operation movement. 

220. Babu JOCENDRA KRISHNA ROY: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to Htate — 
(i) whether any school or college in the province has given up 
Government aid since the non-co-operation movement began ? 
If sq* what are the names of such schools and colleges? 

(it) whether any school or college has written to the Calcutta 
University seeking disaffiliation, or if the University lias 
Been compelled to disaffiliate any since the non-co-operation 
movement began ; 

(lit) the number of scholars on the roll of every college an4 school 
aj&Iiated to the University of Calcutta on the 31st August, 
1&0, and the same on the 31st July, 1921? 
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The HoiPble Mr.' P. G. MITJ^R* (t) No report has reached the 
Director of Public Instruction of any such repudiation. 

(it) The following schools have formally applied to Calcutta Uni- 
versity for disaffiliation since the non-co-operation movement began : — 

(1) Karatiya Hafiz Md. Ali Institution, Mymfcnsingh. '• 

(2) Kalihati R. G. Union High English School, Mymensingh. 

( 3 ) Bajrajogini High English School, Dacca. - * v ^ 

(4) Solaghar Sir C. M. High English School, P&cdh. 

(5) Aryan Academy, Pabna. * • ~ 

(6) Sri Maheswari Yidyalaya, Calcutta. 

The University has not been compelled to disaffiliate any schools 
since the movement began. 

(in) The University are unable to supply the inforaiation required 
at present. If received, it will be communicated later. 

Prooecture for collecting statistics of diseases. 

-221. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: Will the Hga’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be ' 
pleased to state how the figures of the occurrences of various diseases 
published in the Sanitary Report are collected? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir 8urendra Nath Banerjea): On his 

weekly or bi-weekly visits to the local thana, the village chaukidar reports 
the births and deaths which have occurred in his area since his, previous 
report. Reports of the occurrence of epidemic diseases, such as 
cholera and small-pox, are made at the same time. The thana officer 
reports the information received by him to the Civil Surgeon, who com- 
piles the statistics for the whole district and transmits them monthly 
to the Director of Public Health. The figures for urban aliens are 
collected by the municipal authorities and reported by them to the Civil 
Surgeon for inclusion in his monthly district return. 

4 ^ 

Preventive measures taken for cholera during tea garden ooolie 
migration in various centres in Bengal. 

222. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INGH ROY Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Q$yernment be 
pleased to state what actual steps, if any, were taken tojprevent cholera 
from taking an epidemic form at the time of the recent Asdam coolie 
migration in the different centres, especially at Asanao^ Naihati* 
Santahar and GoalundoP 

Tbi Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANtftKA: Threq^ssistant 
Dir$0tora of Public Health were sent to the plibp^ehiefly' affected with 
Wdaw to organiae preventive and relief to" defray the* cost of 
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which a sum of Rs* 4,000 was sSnct^pned. A fourth Assistant Director 
of Publi& Health was ordered to watch the situation at Naihati, whilst 
ano&er Assistant Director was instructed to "keep himself informed of 
any porifcible sudden emergency at Santahar. A sufficient* stiff of 
Assistant and Sub-Assistant Surgeons provided with medical otft6ts and 
disinfectants was also sent to Chandpur, Goalundo, Naihati and Asansol 
to duppl^aent local resources. Accounts of the measures taken ,at 
Chandphr havd been published in the newspapers. At Asansol, medical 
examination ot all coolies arriving was made by the railway medical 
staff. Sick coolies and suspects were detrained and treated at the local 
railway hospital. The localities affected were kept in a state of efficient 
cleanliness and disinfection. At Naihati, all coolie passengers were 
examined by* the railway medical staff, assisted by the medical officers 
deputed by the Department of Public Health. Actual cases of cholera 
were transferred to the local hospital for treatment, while suspects and 
contacts were segregated. The station premises and precincts werfc 
satisfactorily disinfected and constantly kept clean. At Goalundo, 
satisfactory sanitary and medical arrangements were similarly made in 
# collaboration with the Medical Superintendent of Emigration stationed 
there. Steamers and all sources of local water supply likely to he infected 
were disinfected and cholera cases were accommodated in cholera huts. 
No action was required at Santahar. 


Municipal rates in Calcutta. 

223* Mr. A«I0Y CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 

in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
state the Amount of rates derived by the Calcutta Corporation from 
house-owners and occupiers and the number of persons who paid the 
said rates last year? 

f 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The Chairman 

of the "Corporation report s that the total amount of consolidated rates 
realised from owners and occupiers during 1920-21 was Rs. 99,43,084 
and the total number of rate-payers (owners and occupiers) as recorded 
in the assessment hook was 59,057. Figures for owners and occupiers 
separately are not readily available. 

• 

* Charitable dispensary at Kotalpur (Bankura). 

224. * Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: (a) Is the Hon'ble the 
Minister *chnrga of the Department of Local Self-Governmspt aware 
of the great need for medical assistance existing in Kotalpur (Vishhu- 
pur subdivision, Bufcjcuva district) ? * 

* (bj Are the Gbwphiettt considering the desirability of establishing 
a charitable in that town ? „ * 
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The Hon’ble Sir 8U REN DR A^ NATH BANERJEA: la) and (b) 

There was formerly a District Board dispensary at the village t>f Kotal- 
pur, but in 1916 it was transferred to Jatrasayer in the Vishnupur 
subdivision, as that place was in need of a dispensary, and a well- 
equipped private charitable dispensary had been opened at Deopara, 
only 3 miles from Kotalpur, owing to the generosity of a private gentle- 
man. The District Board’s Chairman reports that owing to the good 
work of the Kotalpur Union Committee for the last *4hree 6r four 
years the health of the place has been gradually improving and* there 
is no necessity of opening another dispensary at Kotalpur. 

Deputy superintendents of police. 

225. Mr. AJOY CH UNDER DUTT: (a) Is- the Hon’ble the 

Member in charge of the Appointment Department aware of the feeling 
of discontent existing amongst officiating deputy superintendents for 
lack of any prospect of being made permanent under existing con- 
ditions? 

(b) Are the Government considering the advisability of increasing 
the cadre of the deputy superintendents, by suspending the recruitment 
of Assistant Superintendents in England, and allowing the existing 
vacancies in that service to be filled up by experienced Indian officers? 

(c) Is the ITon’ble the Member aware of the fact, that by fixing 

the initial pay of promoted deputy superintendents at Its. 320, thebofficiat- 
ing deputy superintendents, who as inspectors would draw a maximum 
pay of Its. 300 plus bouse allowance, actually suffer a reduction in 
their salary? “ 

If so, what steps do Government, propose to take to remove this 
anomaly? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble 8ir Henry Wheeler), (a) Representations from officiating 
deputy superintendents on this ground have been received by 
Government. Prima facie they have no legitimate grievance, as 
nu»st of them have been acting in purely temporary vacancies caused by 
the war, and would not have done so in normal circumstances. 

( b) So. 

(c) and (d) The question of the initial pay of promoted deputy 
superintendents is still under the consideration of Government. 

# 

Expenditure of the 24-Par ganas District Board on tanks ang roads. 

228.^ Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government 
be pleased to state — 

(a) how many new tanks have been excavated and old tanks te- 
sxcavated by tbe District Board of the 24-Parg^nas since 1910, *etating 
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the names of villages and thanas where, and the dates when, and the 
cost at which, they have been so excavated or re-excavated ? 

( b ) how many miles of new roads, metalled and unmetalled, have 
been constructed out of the District Board Fund since 1880? 

(c) ( i ) How many miles of pre-existing roads were taken charge 
of by the 24-Parganas District Board under the Cess Act in 1880 ? # 

(«) How manj miles of such roads are under the charge of the said 
District Board at present and what is the annual charge for the repairs 
and maintenance of such roads at present? 

The Hon’ble Si r 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: («) 1 ’wo state- 
ments (I and II) furnished bv the Chairman of the District Board are 
laid on the table/ 

( b ) and (c) The figures are as follows: — 


Metalled ronda. Diatrict unnx’Ullod road*. Village road* 

84 miles. 255 mile* 568 milea 

(c) (») 141 183 „ 990 „ 

(c)(i«) 225 „ 438 1 558 

1U. Rh Hh 

Annual charge ... 1,35,870 29,325 45,809 


Statement 1 referred to in the reply to clause (a) oj unstarred 
question No. 226 , showing new tanks excavated from 1910-11 to 
1920*21. 

24-PARGANAS DISTRICT BOARD. 


No. 

Name of tank. 

Village. 

Than*. 

d*U' or 
excavation. 

C(Mt. 






IK 

1 

Excavating Sanderbil 

Abad tank. 

Sanderbil 

Hasuabad 

1910*11 

2,609 

2 

Excavating Nazait tank 

Nazait 



577 

3 

Excavating Saurapole 

tank. 

Saurapole 

; i 

Sarupnagore... 

* 

1911*12 

1 ,6H5 

4 

Excavating Sadhandanga 
tank. 

Sadbandanga 

Diamond Har- j 
bour. 

" 

2,166 

5 

Excavating a tank at 
Dobelia. 

Dobelia 

Hasnabad 

1912*13 

1,746 

6 

Excavating Nabinganj 
tank. 

Nabinganj ... 



2,746 


B 
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No. | 

Name of (oak. 

Tillage. 

Than*. j 

Dole of 
excavation. 

Ooefc. 

1 

i 

1 




Re. 

7 1 

Excavating Sandeakhali 
tank. 

i 

Sandeahkhali... 

Sandeahkhali... 

1913*14 

2,299 

8 

Excavating Madhabkhali 
tank. 

Madhabkhali... 

Hasnabad 

” 

2,613 

9 

Excavating Ektara tank 

Ektara 

Diamond Har- 
bour. 

1914-15 

2,149 

10 

Excavating Cliowgacha 
tank. 

Chowgacba ... 

Naihati 

1915-16 

3,480 

11 

Excavating Sthispara 

tank. 

Sthispara 

M •'* 


5,043 

12 1 

! 

Excavating Babanpur 

tank. 

Babanpur 

Now para 


3,827 

13 

Excavating Balagor tank 

Balagor 

Khardah 


4,101 

14 

Excavating Daporia tank 

Daporia 


•• 

3,508 

15 

Excavating Sultnnpur 

tank. 

Sultanpur 

Dum Dum ... 

*> 

3,707 

I 

10 ! 

Excavating Ganga Sngar 
Mela ground tank 

j Mela ground ... 

j 

Kulpi 

j 

- 

2,986 

17 

Excavating Kaknagor 

tana. 

Kaknagor 

(Sanderbil) 

Hasnabad 

• 

2,718 

18 

Excavating Nakmalipur 
tank. 

Nakmalipur ... 

Deganga 

1916-17 

4,691 

19 

Excavating Cbakla 

1 Biunnagar tank. 

Cbakla Ram- 
| nagar. 

i' 

11 

4,885 

i 

20 

Excavating Kawtarat&nk 

| Rawtara 

Habra 

1' 

4,430 

21 

Excavating BaBhudebpur 
tank 

Baihudebpur 

j 

j Naibati 

11 

4,366 

22 

Excavating Jatragacbi 
tank. 

| Jatragacbi ... 

Baraset 


3,977 

23 

Excavating Dehti tank 

Dehti 

Khardah 


4,183 

24 

j Excavating Podderhat 

tank. 

Podderhat ... 

Joynagore ... 


2,981 

* 25 

Excavating Kharo tank 

Kharo 

Habra 

11 

3,504 

26 

Exoavating Samudrapur 
tank. 

Samudrapur 


” 

3,245 
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Ho. 

Norn* of task. 

Village. 

Thana. 

Date of 

excavation.. 

| Cost. 

27 

Excavating Rampur tank 

Bampur 

1 

Hasnabad ... . 

i 

1917-18 

Be. 

3,453 

28 

Excavating 

tank. 

Qoragacha 

Garagacba ... 

t 

Diamond Har- j 
hour. 


4,845 

29 

Excavating 

tank. 

Ranigaclii 

Kanigacbi 

1 

llaroa 


4,2(1 

30 

Excavating 

tank. 

Sajnaberia 

Sajnaberia ... 

Bebalft 

l 


4 ,6u7 

31 

Excavating 

tank. 

Daulatpnr 

Daulatpnr 

1 

- 

4.619 

32 

Excavating 

tank. 

Lakbankati 

Lakliankati ... 

! 

Basirbat 

- 

4,6( 2 

33 

Excavating Janmabo* 

medpur tank. 

Janinahomed- 

pur 




4.928 

34 

Excavating 

tank. 

Kotalberia 

Kotalberia ... 

Baduria 


3,181 

35 

Excavating a tank in tlie 
Badnria inspection 

bungalow compound. 

• 

Baduria 

1 



3,254 

36 

Excavating Chhota 

Baduria tank. 

Cbhota Baduria , 

Naibati 

- 

4,764 

37 

! 

Excavatiug Magrahat Magrabat 

Madraaa tank. 

Magrabat 

- 

4 571 

38 

Excavating Chak Subudhi 
tank. 

Chak Subudbi 

Kulpi 

1918 19 

4.631 

39 

Excavating 

tank. 

Akraberia 

Akraberia 


- 

5 665 

40 

Excavating 

tank. 

Madurdah 

Madurdab 

Tollygunge ... 

! 


4.642 

41 

Excavating 

tank. 

Gourdah 

Gourdab ... 

Protapnagfcr ... 

n 

4,21 

42 

Excavating 

tank. 

Boinchtola 

Boinohtola ... 

Tolly gunge ... 

i 

- 

4,577 

43 

Excavating 

tank. 

Naliakhali 

Naliakhali ... 

Canning 

- 

3,400 

44 

Excavating 

tank. 

Hingnlganj 

Hingnlganj ... 

Hasnabad 

! 

1919-20 

2,684 


_ 1,1 ' 

- 




B 2 


m QUESTIONS. [6™ 8»t. 


No. 

Name of 

tank. 

Village. 

Thane. 

T 

Date of 
exoaTatioo. 

Oort. 



| 



! 


Rs. 

45 

Excavating Raipur tank 

Raipur 

Magrahat 

| 

1919-20 

3,242 

46 

Excavating 

tank. 

Sapruora 

Sftpmora 

- 

r 

- 

4,272 

47 

Excavating Sahara tank 

Sahara 

Habra 

... | 


4,807 

48 

Excavating 

tank. 

Laskarati 

Laakaiuti 

Toll) gunge 

I 


4,545 

49 

Excavating 

tank 

Chandanda 

Chandanda ... 

BiHtupur 

*•* 


4,447 

50 

Excavating 

tank. 

Dewanganj 

Dewanganj ... 

Joy nag ore 

i 


8,946 

51 

Excavating 
chak tank. 

Kamker 

Ramker chak 

Kulpi 

] 

” 

1,798 

52 

Excavating 

tank 

Bognakhali 

Begnakhah ... 




1,798 

53 

Excavating Monsherdwip 
tank 

Monaherdwip 

” 

... 


1,799 

54 

Excavating 

tank. 

Sikarpore 

| Sikarpore 

i n 

... , 


1,788 

55 

Excavating 

tank. 

Heinnagar 

Heinnagar ... 

Hasnahad 



3,026 

56 

Excavating 

tank. 

Gillarchak 

Gillarchak 

Mathurapore ... 1 

j 

3,429 

57 

Excavating Naina tank 

Naina 


... 

„ 

3,539 

58 

Excavati ug 
tank. 

Akharpur 

i 

| Akharpur 

Basil hat 



3,848 

59 

Exca\ ating 
tank. 

Nelialpur 

I Nchalpur ... 


... 

•> 

4,229 

60 

Excavating Finga tank 

Finga ... | 

Dum Duiu 

... ( 

„ 

4,182 

61 

Excavating 

tank. 

Mohespota 

i 

i Mohespota ... 

Khardah 

... 

*) 

4,296 

62 

Excavating 

tank. 

Kakdwip 

Kakdwip ... 

Kakdwip 

j 


4,045 

63 

Excavating 

tank. 

Kuchcmora 

Kuchemora ... 

Deyganga 

... i 

i 

»1 

3,677 

64 j 

Excavating Nakdah tank 

i Nakdah ... 1 

Naihati 


„ 1 

[ 4,l60 
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No. 

Nome of took. 

VUloge. 

j 

Than*. 

Dote of 
| exoovotiou. 

! i 

Cost. 


1 

i 

! 

1 

1 

lb. 

! 

65 

Excavating South Hansia 
tank. 

i 

| South Hansia 

Nawpara ... 

1920-21 

4,349 

• 

66 

Excavating Sukdebpur 
tank. 

Sukdebpur ... 

Bel, ala 

! 


4,915 

67 

Excavatiug Taldi Lakahi- 
pur tank 

Taldi Lakshi- 1 
pur 

Tolly gunge ... , 


3,MU 

! 

68 

Excavating Bangooda 

tank 

Bangooda ... | 

Bhangor 

1 

It 

4li9 

G9 

Excavating Raipur tank 

- 

Raipur 

Protapnagor 


11,540 

70 

Excavating Qoralnagor 
tank. 

! I 

Gorainagor ... 

Degangu 


4,354 

71 

j Excavating Ranipur tank 

Ranipur 

llnsnabud 


3,277 


Statement II referred to i?i the reply to clause (a) of question Xo. 
showing old tanks re-e.cca rated. 


24-PARGANAS DISTRICT BOARD 


No. 

Nome of took. 

Village. 

Thone. 

Dote of 
re-exoevotlon. 



! 


1 


Kk 

1 

Re-excavating Maslanda- 
pur tank. < 

Maslandopur 

Habra 

1917-1K 

971 

2 

1 

Re-excavating Sreoram- 
pur tank. 

Sreerampur ... j 

1 

Baraset 

* 

1 91 H 19 

. 2,551 

3 

Re-excavating Chow- 

gacha tank. 

! 

Chowgacha 

Naihati 

1919-20 

9£5 

4 

Re-excavating Setpur 

tank. 

8etpur 

Baairhat ... 

1920-21 

I 

3,607 

( 

Re-excavating Naranpur 
tank. 

Naranpur 

Baduria 

11 

j 3,534 
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Ministerial Officers 9 Salaries Committee and ministerial offloers 
of the High Court. 

227. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to say — 

(i) whether any of the ministerial officers, either of the Appellate 

Side or of the Original Side of the Calcutta High Court, were 
consulted or examined by the Ministerial^ Officers* Salaries 
Committee? If not, why not? 

(tt) whether the Hon’ble the Chief Justice and the other Judges 
were consulted by the said Committee in arriving at their 
decision? If not, why not? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Mr. KERR): ( i ) So far as Government are aware, no ministerial officers 
of the High Court Were examined by the Salaries Committee, but the 
Registrars on both the Appellate and Original Sides were consulted by 
the Committee. 

(ii) The Hon’ble the Chief Justice and the Judges were not consulted, . 
as the proper procedure is to consult the Registrars, and this was done. 

Financial transactions of the Calcutta University. 

228. Babu HEM CHANDRA N ASKER: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the Calcutta University Syndicate has passed a 
lesolutiou to the effect that the University refuses to supply any informa- 
tion to the Council about their financial "transactions except what is 
published in their minutes of proceedings? 

( b ) If so, has the Hon’ble the Minister considered how the Council 
can get those informations? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) In reference to a reference 
about Babu Hem Chandra Nasker’s unstarred question No. 188 for the 
4th July last, the Registrar replied to the Deputy Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal that . . No information as to finances of 

the University which is not contained in its published proceedings will 
be supplied by the University for publication.” 

(b) This has not yet been considered. The matter has been brought 
to the notice of the Hon’ble the Minister very recently. 

Grants to dispensaries. 

229. Maulvi 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
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pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Government* gives an 
annual grant to sadar and subdivisional charitable dispensaries and 
that no grant is given to mufassal charitable dispensaries? 

(6) If so, what is the reason for this differential treatment? 

(c) Is it a fact that Government officers residing in mufassal stations, 
such as police officers, postal officers and sub- registrars, make use of the 
local charitable dispensaries maintained by local funds free of charges, 
in the same manner as officers residing in sadar and subdivisional head- 
quarters do with regard to the sadar and subdi visional dispensaries? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of making an 
annual grant to mufassal dispensaries attached to mufassal stations? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: It is presumed 
that the member refers to grants given by Government to hospitals and 
dispensaries for the free supply of medicines to Government servants. 
Such grants are given on the recommendation of District Officers and 
Divisional Commissioners to such disj>ensaries ns are required to supply 
medicines free of cost to Government servants. As Government servants 
are generally stationed at the district and subdivisional headquarters, 
the sadar and subdivisional dispensaries arc generally the lecipients of 
the grants. If there is any place outside the district and subdivisional 
headquarters where there are Government servants, grants for the free 
supply of medicines to the dispensaries at these places are sanctioned 
by Government on the recommendation of District Magistrates and 
Commissioners. 

Study of English history in secondary schools. 

230. Mr. SYED ERFAN'ALI : (a) Will the TTon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that the study of the history of England is prohibited or 
discouraged by the Department of Education in the secondary (aided 
and Government) schools of Bengal? 

(b) Will the Government name any Government or aided secondary 
schools in Bengal where the historv of England is taught in any of the 
classes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTERs (a) It is not a fact. 

(b) In the Presidency Division alone it is tailght in 35 Government 
or Government aided schools, among them the Hindu and Hare Schools. 
Figures for other divisions are being collected. 


Department of Industry. 

231. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will the 

Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
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Industries be pleased to state the number, names, special technical 
qualifications, if any, and salary of the persons recently appointed as 
circle inspectors, Department of Industry? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the duties of all such circle inspectors? 

(c) Have the Government any information as to the results achieved 

in <the field of industry by any of these circle inspectors within their 
official jurisdiction ? t 

( d ) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay a state- 
ment on the table? 

( e ) What is the number, names and special qualifications of the 
Economic Botanists to the Government of Bengal and the nature of their 
work of investigation? 

(JL) Have the Government any information as to the results so far 
achieved by these officers? 

(g) How much does it cost the Government to employ these officers? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the amount 
of yearly expenditure under the head establishment charges and travel- 
ling for the Department of Industry, Bengal? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDU8TRIE8 (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): (a) The information is given in the table below: — 


Special technical qualifications. 


Salary. 

Ks. 


1. Mr. J. N. Sett ... 

Was Professor of Physics for 3 years in 
one of the Technical Institutes in Bengal, 
Assistant Professor of Physics, Univer- 
sity College of Science, Organiser of a 
few industrial concerns. Visited Techno- 
logical Institutes in America, England 
and India. 

360 

‘2. Mr. A. C. Bera 

Visited some factories in Edinburgh. Has 
experience in Boap manufacture. Studied 
Geology and Mineralogy. 

340 

-* 

3. Balm P. C. Dutta 

Was Chemist of the Assam Oil Company 
Limited. Has experience in Mechanical 
Engineering. 

240 

4. Mr. S. N. Bose 

Has experience in tanning industry, Agri- 
culture, Chemistry and Bacteriology.* 

200 

6. Babu J. K. Majumdar 

Was Demonstrator of Chemistry, Muir Cen- 
tral College and Dacca College. 

200 


(6) The main duties of the circle officers are to supervise the local 
activities of the department. They are its representatives on spot 
and the channel of communication between the people and the depart- 
ment. They receive requests for assistance, make local inquiries, 
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prepare schemes and supervise minor works within their areas. Thej 
are also required to make a survey of the industries in their respective 
jurisdictions and to make practical suggestions for their development. 

(c) and (d) No new industries have been started, but certain 
improvements over existing ones have been effected as a result of the 
circle officers’ activities. This department is limited to being more or 
less an advisory organisation owing to paucity of funds. It therefore 
suggests to private industrialists the means of developing industries by 
advice, information or such other help as can possibly be rendered and 
the achievement of results will necessarily rest with the private indus-*^ 
trialists. The circle officers have rendered considerable help by — 

(1) inquiring into the bond fides of claims for supply of wagons for 

coal ; 

(2) arranging demonstrations of improved methods of tann inland 

weaving among the village tanners and weavers; 

(.3) recommending the introduction of improved methods and 
appliances in tanning and weaving industries; also button- 
making, conch shell bangles, and rope-spinning; 

(4) receiving and investigating applications for help and recom- 

mending them to the head office; 

(5) supplying industrial information to inquirers; 

(6) surveying cottage industries; 

(7) framing schemes for demonstration factories such as — 

(a) dairy factory, 

(b) tobacco factory, 

(c) silk factory, 

(d) bell-metal factory, 

(e) fruit-canniDg factory. 

(5) helping to organize embroidery and chikon industries with a 
view to finding out overseas markets ; and 
* (9) inspecting industrial schools and submitting schemes on 
industrial education. 

(e) Two viz. : (1) Mr. G. P. Hector, m.a., b.sc., and (2) Mr. Dwijadas 
Dutt, B.sc. (Cal.), m.s.a. (Cornell), officiating, Mr. Hector is a II. Sc. in 
Botany, Zoology and Geology of Aberdeen University. Has “ distinc- 
tion ” certificates in classes of Botany and “ high distinction ” in 
classes of Zoology and Geology. From October, 1904, to October, 190G, 
he worked on Economic Botany at the Herbarium, Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew, as Assistant to Sir George Watt, formerly Reporter on 
Economy Products to the Government of India. In January, 1907, he 
was appointed as a Botanist to the Indian Agricultural Service and 
posted to Pusa as supernumerary Economic Botanist. 
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Mr. Dwijadas Dutt is a B.Sc. in Botany and Chemistry of the 
Calcutta University. He passed the final examination of the Higher 
Agricultural classes attached to the Civil Engineering College, Sibpur, 
and was the graduate scholar of the year. Obtained M.Sc. in Agricul- 
ture of Cornell University (U.S.A.) specialising in Plant-breeding, 
Cytology and Horticulture. Has an experience of work in the various 
experimental and breeding stations under the Federal and State Depart- 
ment of Agriculture (U.S.A.) 

Their work consists mainly in plant-breeding with a view to the 
production of improved strains of staple agricultural crops and in 
economic work in general, from a botanical standpoint, on agricultural 
crops. 

(/) Paddy being the main crop of Bengal, is naturally receiving the 
chief attention of the Botanical Section. By a process of selection 
Mr. Hector has produced two varieties of rice, both of which have a 
yield largely in excess of the average yield of the varieties ordinarily 
grown in Bengal. 

(g) Rupees 22,200 per annum on an average. 

(h) A statement is given below: — 


Year. 

Salaries. 

Establishment. 

Travelling allowance. 


Its. 

Kn. 

R« 

1918-19 

45,812 

13,398 

3,988 

1919-20 

44,633 

16,516 

6,854 

1920-21 

55,491 

64,819 

11,519 


Revaluation cess in Midnapore. 

232. Babu SARAT CHANDRA JANAH: (a) Will the Hobble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the maximum amount 
of cess in comparison with the rent payable for at least ten tenancies in 
the district of Midnapore (as levied by the recent cess revaluation) ? 

(b) Has the attention of the Hon’ble the Member been drawn to the 
fact that the assessment of the road-cess under Bengal Act IX of 1880 in 
the district of Midnapore, is being made upon a basis which has in some 
cases caused extreme hardship to the tenants ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that in some tenancies the 
amount of the revaluation cess has almost come up to the actual rent 
payable for the tenancy? 

( d ) ft) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
expert judicial opinion on the meaning of the phrase “ annual value 
of any land, estate, or tenure” in section 4 of the Cess Act in' the case 
of a raiyat’s holding, and 
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(w) Whether the annual value of a raiyat’s holding 1 can fie assessed 
upon the profits receivable by the r&iyat from his bhagchasis , and also 
whether cesses can be*' assessed upon it ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(a) A statement is placed below — 


Serial No. 

• 

Rent paid by tenure* 
holder. 

Annuel value of 
the tenure. 

('**« demand 



Us. 

A. 

r. 

Kb. 

A 

r. 

lie. 

A. 

r 

1 


7 

0 

0 

610 

5 

0 

37 

15 

0 

2 


6 

5 

0 

60 

4 

0 

3 

!* 

0 

3 


3 

8 

3 

72 

8 

0 

4 

7 

0 

4 


116 

7 

7 

1,296 

10 

0 

77 

6 

0 

5 


18 

5 

4 

202 

i:> 

0 

12 

2 

(1 

6 


958 

15 

10* 

3,35 1 

9 

0 

179 

8 

0 

7 


1,746 

15 

9 

5,508 

4 

0 

289 

11 

0 

8 


18 

1 

2 

123 

5 

0 

7 

2 

0 

9 


1 

0 

0 

32 

0 

0 

1 

15 

0 

10 


1 

4 

0 

39 

12 

0 

2 

7 

0 


( b ) No such case has been brought in the knowledge of Government. 

(e) Yes. In some cases the cesses have not only come up to the actual 
rent payable for the tenancies, but have exceeded them, ns the cesses 
payable by the tenure-holders do not depend on the rent paid by the tenure- 
holders fyut on the annual value of the tenures — ride section 4 of the 
Bengal Cess Act, 1880. 

(d) (i) As the meaning of the section is clear, no expert judicial 
opinion appears necessary. 

(«) Yes. [Vide note to section 24 of the Cess Act, 1880 (Bengal 
Act IX of 1880), on page 12 of the Bengal Cess Manual, 1010, which 
is based on legal opinion.] 

Calcutta Technical Evening 8chool. 

233. Babu INDU BHU3HAN DUTTA: (a) Will the IJnn hie the 
Minister in charge of tie Department of Agriculture and industries he 
pleased to state what amount ot money grant, if any, was made by Gov- 
ernment to the Calcutta Technical Evening School in 1920-21 ? 

(b) What was the total number of students on the rolls of the school 
on the 81st Match, 1921, showing their nationality (Indian, Anglo- 
Indian and European) and also the names of the firms to which they 
belong P 

( c ) Is it the intention that the proposed Calcutta Technical School 
should replace the existing Calcutta Technical Evening School, and, at 
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present, provide theoretical training for the apprentices ♦employed in 
the large industrial workshops in and around Calcutta? 

(d) If the answer to ( c ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state whether any inquiry has been made and, 
if so, with what results as to whether the industrial workshops, which 
are likely to send their apprentices to the Calcutta Technical School fon 
training, freely admit Indians as apprentices in their firms? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased toMate what amount 
of money, if any, these industrial workshops paid towards the upkeep 
of the Calcutta Technical Evening School during the year 1920-21? 

(/) Is it the intention of Government to make it a condition prece- 
dent that these workshops should freely admit Indian Engineering 
apprentices before they can be permitted to send their apprentices for 
training to the proposed Calcutta Technical School? If not, why not? 

( g ) Is it in contemplation to levy any contribution from any of 
these industrial firms, towards the upkeep of the proposed Calcutta 
Technical School? 

(h ) What is the latest estimate of the cost of the proposed Calcutta 
Technical School in — (i) capital expenditure, (ii) recurring expen- 
diture? 

(t) How much has already been spent in capital expenditure? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU DH UR I, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Hr. 2,000. 

(b) The total number of students on the roll during the year ending 
31st December, 1920, was 166, of whom 98 were Indians and 68 Anglo- 
Indians and Europeans. Of these, 12 were private students and the 
rfeflt belonged to the following: — 


Messrs. Bum & Co. 

... 61 

Messrs. John King & Co 

-..,10 

Messrs. Jessop & Co 

... 15 

• East Indian Railway Company 

... 17 

Calcutta Port Commissioners 

... 10 

Messrs. Balmer, Lawrie & Co 

... 6 

Vulcan Iron Works 

... 2 

Garden Reach Engineering 

Works (Messrs. 

McNeil & Co!) 

... 4 

Messrs. Turner Morrison A Co 

... 10 

Calcutta Tramways Company 

... 2 

Russa Engineering Works 

... 3 

Cossipore Shell Factory 

... 14 


Total ... 154 
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( d ) An inquiry was made of the workshops who take apprentices and 
replies received from them were, without exception, in the affirmative. 

• * 

Its. 

(«) Messrs. Burn & Co 

750 

East Indian Railway 

. . 600 

Messrs Jes^bp & Co 

... 260 

Messrs. John King & Co 

... 260 

( f ) No. Government do not consider it necessary or desirable to 
impose any such condition, but prefer to rely on the goodwill of the firms 
concerned.. 

(g) The question has not yet been finally decided. 

( h ) ( i ) Capital cost — 

Rr. 

For land 

10,26.400 

For ground floor of the school building 

2,09,704 

Furniture and equipment ... . 1 

* i. * 

. 1,00,000 

. Total ... 

13,66,104 


• N.B — 1 The two upper floor* are estimated to cost an additional Ha. 4 lakhs. 

(it) Recurring cost — Rs. 1,29,800. 

(t) Rs. 8,44,030. 


* Supply of quinine to dispensaries. 

234. Babu BAILAJA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Gaveni- 
ment be pleased to state whether he is aware that the supply of quinine 
in the mufassal dispensaries is always inadequate? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desi/ability of taking stepe^ 
to provide a sufficient supply? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The member 
is referred to the reply given at the meeting of 14th March, 1921, to 
clause (xit) of unstarred question No. 64 asked by Babu Tankanath 
Chaudhuri. 

(6) Government have already sanctioned a grant of Rs. 67,880 to 
local bodies for the supply of quinine free during the current year. 
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Anti-malarial scheme for the 24-Parganas. 

235. Rai HARENDRAHATH QHAUDHURIS (a) Will the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state whether any comprehensive anti-malarial 
scheme has been prepared for the district of the 24-Parganas P 
, (b) If not, whether the preparation of such a scheme is under con- 
templation ? ,, 

The Hon’ble 8ir SUREN DR A NATH BANERJEA; (a) and (b) The 

following anti-malarial schemes affecting the district are in progress: — 

(7) .laboona; 

(2) Nowi-Sunthi; 

(3) Arapanch , 

( 4 ) Madanpur-Baragachi ; and 
(6) Manikhali. 

The last has been nearly completed. In addition to these schemes 
the Baitgachi Gong scheme is under investigation and surveys are beings 
made. No comprehensive scheme affecting the whole of the district 
has yet been prepared, but the District Board has been asked to hold a 
conference of the leading men in the district to formulate, in’ the light 
of local knowledge and information, anti-malarial schemes for the 
benefit of the district. 

Grievances of the people of Chauberia (Jessore). 

236. Rai RADHA GHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Will the Dou ble 

thte Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleftsed to state whether he is aware of the following grievances of the 
people of Chauberia and the surrounding locality within the jurisdic- 
tion of the District Board of Jessore, viz: — 

(f) the want of a road leading to the nearest railway station; 

(it) the want of pure drinking water, especially in the summer; 
and 

(tit) the absence of a local charitable dispensary to afford medical 
relief. 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what Steps, 
if any, the District Board of Jessore have taken or propose to take with 
a view to the removal of these grievances? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and <b) 

The Chairman of the District Board, Jessore, reports as follows: — 

(i) 14 There is a road leading from Gopalnagore, the nearest rail- 
way station to Chauberia. As Chauberia is an island, the road had to 
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croM a river which could not be bridged for want of funds. In the 
dry season the people can ford the river and in the rainy season can 
cross it by boat. 

(u) “ A tank has already been sanctioned and the work will be 
taken up in due course. 

(tii) “ A charitable dispensary has been sanctioned and preliminary 
arrangements are being made.” • 


Travelling allowances to sub-inspectors of police. 

237. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUtCHARJI: (a) Is the Unh ide 

the Member in charge of the Police Department aware that in the 
Presidency of Bombay all sub-inspectors of jxdice, including probationers, 
irrespective of their pay, are treated as second class officers for flu* 
purpose of their travelling allowances? 

(6) Is it a fact that in the Presidency of Bengal sub-inspectors, some 
drawing more than Rs. 100 per month, are treated as third cl ass officers? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of treating all 
sub-inspectors in Bengal as second class officers for the purpose of their 
travelling allowance as has been sanctioned in Bombay? 

(d) Will the Hon’hle the Member be pleased to place on the table, 
for the information of the members, a copy of the Bombay Government 
resolution No. 5345 (Government of Bombay, Home Department), dated 
Poona, .the 31st May, 1921, on the subject? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Government have no 
information. 

(b) and (<?) Attention is invited to the answer given to-day to a 
starred question asked at this meeting by Babu Bijoy Prosad Singh Ro\. 

(d) Government have no copy of the resolution in question. 


Partition of tauzi No. 127, Khulna. 

238. Babu tJOCENDRA NATH ROY: (a) In continuation of 
unstarred question No. 191 (meeting of 4th July, 1921), will the Hon’hle 
the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue ^ 
be pleased to state the monthly expenses being incurred by the partition 
office at Khulna, and the rate at which they are being charged on the 
different estates concerned ? 

( b ) What were the expenses incurred during the last three years 
and the amount charged on the different estates interested? 

(c) Is it a fact that more than 20 adjournments were given in the 
hearing of one petition of objection (Mis. case No. 3 of 1919-20)? 
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(( d ) Is it a fact that after the disposal of all objections on thfe 12th 
October, 1920, the original case has not yet been submitted, by the 
Deputy Colleetor to the Collector? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing 
orders to expedite the work of the partition of tauzi No. 127, Khulna? 


The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) A monthly expenditure of about Its. 500 is likely 
to be incurred during the current year. The amount is charged rate- 
ably, in proportion to the area, against the estates. 

(b) The expenses incurred during the last three years and the 
amount charged on the different estates were ; — 


Tauzi No. 127 
Tauzi No. 132 
Tauzi No. 176 
Tauzi No. 561 
Tauzi No. 67 
Tauzi No. 723 
Tauzi No. 70 
Tauzi No 68 
Tauzi No. 66 
Tauzi No. 119 


Expenditure incurred 
during three yearg, 
1918-19, 1919-20 and 
1920-21. 

Ks. 

... 10,634 

4,715 
517 
134 
2,719 
451 
> 351 
348 
713 
220 


Total 


20,802 


(c) No. Fourteen adjournments were given, twelve of which were 

granted at the instance of the parties. # 

( d ) Yes. Papers for drawing up allotment proceedings are now 
being prepared. 

(e) The matter has already been brought to the notice of the 
Hoard of Revenue. 


Grants to local boards for original works. 

238. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether the district boards of Bengal allot any money 
to the local boards for original works ? 

( b ) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the local boards are much 
pressed by the public for village roads? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister considering the desirability of 
making an inquiry into the matter and of asking the district boards to 
grant sufficient money to the local boards for original works P 
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The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Yes. 

(b) Government have no definite information on the subject. 

(c) An inquiry has been made the results of which are shown in 
the statement which is laid on the table. 

Stat ement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 239 , showing 
the amounts allotted by District Boards to Local Boards for original 
works in 1919-20. 


District Board. 


Amount* 

allotted. 



Re mar Ilk. 


Hurd wan 


1,91,142 


This amount represent* road cess receipts realised in 
the AsaiiNol subdivision which art* made over to tin* 
A sail sol Local Hoard for original works and repairs 
to I Mstnct Hoard and village roads Local Hoards 
in tin* other subdivisions have been relieved ol the 
construction and repairs of roada on the creation of 
Union Hoards 


Hirhlium 


Bankura 


i The Local Hoards have hardly un\ oiigmal works to 
do, the w oi k done hv (hem on vill.gr roads, 
including constructem of culvirts, being of the 
nature of repair works The lhstiiet Hmi d bag no 
objection to making ^rm.t> to Local Hoards foj 
ongmal works within the lump alhdmcnt made to 
these bodies each } t ur 

Grants for tho maintenance of n ads an* made to 
Local Boards from which tho\ undertake original 
works. The District Board has no object ion to 
allotting funds for original woiks if funds aie 
available. 


Midnapore ... 

Hooghly ... | 28,500 


Ditto ditto. 


Howrah 


24-PargaoaB 


It is repotted that tin* Local Hoaids have no com- 
petent engineering staff and have no occasion for 
| executing original works other than the cons! ruc- 
tion of culverts on village roads, which I hey 
maintain out of the fluids at then disposal 

10,000 | 


Sadia ... 2,500 


Jessore ... 19,000° 

Khulna ... 9,500*f 


S.B .— There being no Local Board* In Maid* »nd Hogra they larc hoi oi »thd fr. m this utatement, 

* Both for original and repair work*. 

t In addition to thu, a mm of It*. 8.000 waa giteo to each of the Loc*l Board* for original water work*. 
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District Board. j 

Amount* 
allotted. ' | 

Remark*. 


Rs. 


Murshidabad 

i 

The Local Boards have no adequate staff for carrying 
out original works. 

Dacca 

42,000 


Bakarganj 

3,979 


Faridpur 

42,066 


Myuiensmgh 

18,000 


Rajah ah i 

27,891 


Jalpniguri ... ! 

15,481 


ltungpur 


Out of Us 24,000 allotted for repairs to roads 
Us. 5,185 were spent on oiiginal works. 

Pabna 

2,931 


Dinajpur 


The engineering staff of the Local Boards are not 
efficient to look after works of importance. 

Tippera 

31,000 


Noakhah 

28,200 

1 


Chittagong ... , 

t 

i 

Local Boards have only recently been established. 


Expenditure: 11 41.— Civil Works— Public Works Department.” 

240. Mr. 8. M. BOSE: With reference to the supplementary giant 
of Rs. 2,74,500 made without discussion on the 15th July last, under 
the head “ 41 — Civil Works — Public Works Department,” will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to make a statement showing the necessity for 
the expenditure? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: A statement furnishing the information is laicj on the 
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Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 240, showing 
the necessity for the expenditure covered by the grunt of Its. 2,74,500 
voted by the Legislative Council in July session. 


Description of scheme. 

Amount 

i 

Explanation of tin- mvexutv for ths 

| i xjM'ixliUir^. 

• 

• 

Rs. 


1. Construction of buildings 
for the Calcutta Tech- 
nical School. j 

! 

1,25,000 

The cost of acquiring the site of the 
Calcutta Technical School turned out 
to be more than wiis expected and thin 
has absorbed all the money provided to 
begin the election of the buildings. A 
further grant of Rs. 1.25,000 has been 
necessary to enable the Public Works 
Department to start building opera- 
tions 

2 Construction of buildings 
for the Agricultural 

# Institute at Dacca. 

1,00,000 

i 

1 

; | 

i 

1 

The land foi the Agricultural Institute 
has already been acquit ed Last yeai 
the Government of India piovided a 
sum of Ka l,02d>00 for the construction 
of buildings The giant w as. howov ei . 
received too late to be spent duting the 
j last financial Near and through an over- 
I sight no provision was made for the 
NNork in the budget for 11*21-22 

3 Alterations in and addi- 
tions* to the premises 
hired in Beniapuker 

Stieet ior the Motor 
Vehicles and Hackney 
Carriage Department. 

1 

25,000 

Tie* premises at Fet.wiek Ba/.ar t liana 
ha\e been found utteiD msulhoient for 
the Motor V. he les and IlackticN Cm* 
riage Department ol the Camilla Police 

A house has theicfoic b«-en rtntcd by 
Government m Beniajaikei Street for 
this purpose and alterations and addi- 
tions costing about Its 25, (HM have 
been necessary to make the house 
suitable for this pm pose 

4. Special repairs to the 
second block, Writers’ 
Buildings. 

i 

14,000 

1 

The repairs were neeessit at»-d b\ the 
! oeeurreuee of a tire in the oflic«- of tin- 
Financial Department in Juinian IhhI 

5. Improvement to the 

Malda Registration i 

Record Room 

8,000 

i 

The existing accommodation in the 

Malda Ihq ialratiou Record Room being 
utterly inadequate, it has hi eti found 
urgently necessary t<* eairv out certain 
improvements in that direction. 

6. Completion of the Rampal 
Registration Buildings. 

2,500 

This mj in was urgently required to com- 
plete a combined office and quarters for 
the sub-registrar at Rampal in the 
Khulna distric t, there being no suitable 
rented building available for the 
purpose. 

Total 

2.74,500 
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241. Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI : (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that there is no river in the northern 
part of the district of Dinajpur which is navigable throughout the year? 

( b ) Is it a fact that there is no railway communication in the 
Thakurgaon subdivision of the district of Dinajpur tfnd that the entire 
traffic has to depend upon carts on kutcha roads? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the funds of the District 
Board of Dinajpur are inadequate to keep all the roads in proper 
condition ? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of maintaining 
some of the roads? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (b) The 

answer is in the affirmative. 

(r) The District Magistrate of Dinajpur, who was also Chairman of 
the District Board, reported last year: “ The money allotted for civil 
works in an ordinary year proves quite inadequate for maintaining the 
roads and bridges in good order and providing additional means of com- 
munication.” 

(d) The answer is in the negative. The member is referred to para- 
graph 9 of His Excellency’s reply to the addresses presented at Dinajpur 
on 24th November, 1919, an extract from which is laid on the stable. 


Extract para. 9 frovi His Excellency* s reply to the addresses presented at 
Dinajpur , on 24th November , 1979 , referred to in the reply to 
unstarred question No. 241. 


# • * • • • 

9. Coming now to the question of roads, I have explained in reply to addresses 
presented to me at Malda why I cannot depart from the general principle that 
local roads are matters for which the local authority must accept responsibility. 


Leave to District Judge, Noakhali. 

242. Munahi JAFAR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state whether 
the present District Judge of Noakhali has thrice applied for long leave 
in the course of the last 12 months on the ground of ill-health and inabil- 
ity to work properly, and is it a fact that all these applications have 
been rejected? 
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The Hon'tole Sir HENRY WHEELER: The officer ‘applied for 
leave on three occasions during the last 12 months, on two of these 
occasions pleading ill-health — which was not supjmrted by a medical 
certificate. Owing to the scarcity of officers his request in his earlier 
applications could not he granted. In accordance w'ith his third request 
he will be allowed leave in continuation of the civil court vacation. 


Endowments and trust funds for the Calcutta Medical 
College Hospital. 

243. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the Hon hie the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government he 
pleased to lay on the table a list of donations and endowments (in 
landed’ property and money ) gi\en to the Medical College Hospital 
since its creation, with a succinct account as to how they have been 
utilized according to the wishes of the paitieular donors where expressly 
indicated Y 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A statement 
of endowments and trust funds is laid on the table. Details of the 
donations ieeei\ed since 1852, when the hospital was opened, are 
not available 


Statement referred to in the reply to ungturred question So. U4S. 


NSines and objects of Endowment* and Tru*t Fund*. ' Inserted Capital, j Annual Internal. 



Pi mce Q- dam M diotned Fund. — Providing pecuniar) j 
uHSistmice and lelief to distressed Christian patients j 
on i heir discharge from hospitals. The unexpended . 
balance of the interest after meeting tin* prirnan 
object of the Trust is utilised in buying special 
drugs and appliances for the benefit of the indigent 
Christian patients while in hospital. 

Hodgson Endowment — Piovidmg assistance to death j 
tore Indian patients on their discharge from j 
Hospital. 

G«*pal Hal Tagore Fund —Furnishing relief to desti- 
tute patients on their discharge from hospital In 
the event of there being rio necessity for affording 
relief to destitute patients, the accumulated interest 
max l>e spent tor improvement either of the h»s- 
pital building or its management or in supplying 
some immediate benefit to the patients. i 


76,300 


1,331 4 h° 


4.700 | 164 1 6 

I 

I 

14,000 48H 12 4 



Moiety of Intieet to Presidency Oewral Hcxptui end M-dlcal OoUof* HoepiUl. 
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Karnes and objects of Endowment and Trust Funds. 

Invested Capital. 

Annual Interest. 


Re 

Rs. A. P 

Medical College Hospital Fund. — Affording relief to 
destitute Indnn patients on their discharge from 
hospital and hospital improvement. 

12,300 

429 6 10 

Owen John Elias Legacy .— General purposes of the 
hospital 

13,100'' 

439 14 4 

G. S Fagans Fund. — General purposes of the 
hospital 

1,100 

38 6 6 

J. B. Robert Fund — General purposes of the hos- 
pital. 

1,000 

34 14 8 

Maharaja of Alwar Fund. — General purposes of the 
hospital. 

1,000 

34 14 8 

Maharaja of Burdwan Fund. — General purposes of 
the hospital. 

500 

17 7 4 

Khettromom Dut t Fund. — Relief of destitute Indian 
patients on their discharge fiora hospital or for the 
general purposes of the hospital at the discretion 
of the Principal 

7,000 

244 6 2 

Moir Memorial Fund — Providing surgical aid includ- 
ing artificial limbs, eyes, etc., for patients of the 
Medical College Hospital. 

8,300 

i 

289 12 4 

Medical College Samaritan Fund. — Clothing and 

small sums for temporary assistance to poor Indian 
convalescents, Hindus, Muhammadans and Parsees. 

5,000 

174 ' 9 0 

Ezra Hospital Fund — Foi maintaining the Ezra 
Hospitul menial establishments. 

Nistarini Dnssi Fund — For maintaining the estab- 

23,000 

802 15 10 

lishment of the Nistarini Dassi Ward (Eden 
Hospital) and as far as possible for the general 
current expenses of the said Ward. 

27,000 

945 0 0 


Admission of patients into the Calcutta Medical College Hospital. 

244. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Will the Hon'ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to stale whether it is a fact that some patients desiring admis- 
sion into the Calcutta Medical College Hospital meet the authorities 
of the particular ward in piivate consultation and secure orders of 
admission direct from thim? 
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(b) If so, are the Government considering- the desirability of taking 
steps with a view to putting a stop to the practice ? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) No. 

The admission of patients to the Medical College group of hospitals is 
made by the Resident Physician for the medical wards and the Resident 
Surgeon for the surgical wards. They keep an accurate roster • of 
names and, on receiving any order for admission from any of the Visit- 
ing Staff, place the name of the patient concerned on that roster in order 
of priority. No recommendation from any ward authorities, except in 
case oi extreme uigem y denial. ding immediate attention, is considered 
as giving a prior claim for admission. 

(6) The question does not arise. 


Excessive death-rate in Bengal. 

* 245. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: Will the 

ITon’hle the Minister m ehaige oi the Depaitment of Local Self-Govern- 
ment he pleased to state what measures, if any, the Government 
contemplate to combat, — 

(i) the excessive death-rate in Bengal; 

(?;) the cholera epidemic m Biihhum, Burdwan, Murshidabad and 
• the 24-Parganas ; and 

(in) malaria in the districts of Bankura, Btrbhum, Burdwan, Mur- 
shidabad and Nadia? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The measures 
by which a reduction of the death-rate can be effected are threefold, 
viz., preventive, curative, i.c., treatment at hospitals and dispensaries, 
and educative, i.e., the dissemination, by means of propaganda work, 
of sound ideas of hygiene and ot the methods oi preventing disease. 
Government is endeavouring to promote and carry out measures in all 
these directions and will continue to do so, as far as its resources allow; 
but it must have the active co-operation of local hpdies and of the public 
generally. In this connection, I would invite the attention of the 
member to the speech which I delivered at the Press Conference on lfith 
July, 1921, in which I said: “ You and I, the Government and the 
people, must co-operate to rid the country of malarial fever, or at any 
rate reduce its scope and the range of its malignant influence. Popular 
information and expert knowledge must be combined and co-ordinated 
for one great and common purpose. With this object in view I have 
invited the District Boards to hold conferences of all leading men in 



444 QUESTIONS. [5th Sept. 

their districts, with a view to formulate, in the light of local knowledge 
and information, schemes of water-supply and anti-malarial operations, 
together with the cost thereof and the means of meeting them. I am 
prepared to he present at some of these conferences, if so desired. These 
conferences will stimulate local interest, focus local wants and views, 
and expert knowledge and local opinion will act and re-act upon one 
another and strengthen one another by their mutual inter-action. ” 
As regards the four districts mentioned in clause ( ii ) of the question, 
cholera has not been prevalent in an epidemic form in any of them 
during the current year, though there have been some local outbreaks 
of short duration. I presume that the member refers not to any parti- 
cular epidemic, but to the necessity of preventing outbreaks of cholera. 
I trust that the water-supply schemes formulated bv the district con- 
ferences will be effectual in this direction and that anti-malarial opera- 
tions initiated by them will serve to prevent and mitigate malaria in the 
five districts mentioned in the last clause of the question. I may add 
that an anti-cholera campaign is now being carried out in the district 
of Howrah at the cost of Government as an object lesson to other 
districts. 


Filtered water-supply in Calcutta. 

246. Babu RISHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR : (a) Will the Rou ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state what is the average quantity of filtered water-supply 
by the Corpoiation of Calcutta to each ward since 1905? 

( L ) What is the number of meters fixed in each ward to indicate the 
quantity of filtered water supplied to premises? 

( c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to say whether he is 
now in a position to state the total amount of expense incurred by the 
Corporation of Calcutta in procuring the meters for measuring the 
supply of water and the total number of such meters? 

(d) When was the system of measurement of water-supply by 
meters first introduced by the Corporation of Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The quan- 
tity of water supplied to each ward is not recorded. Calcutta is divided 
into meter blocks which do not coincide with wards. 

(b) Most of the house meters have been concentrated in certain 
blocks in ward 2, in which the average consumption of filtered water 
was high. This was done in 1916 under orders of the Corporation. No 
separate figures are kept of the number of house meters fixed in each 
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ward as the Water Works Department does not work upon the ward as 
a unit. In June, 19*21, the number of house meters fixed in each dis- 
trict was as follows : — 


District I ... ... 2,080 

District II ... ... 476 

District III ... ... 44 

District IV ... ... 86 


Total ... 2,686 


(c) The total number of house meters belonging to the Corporation 
is 8,869. It is not possible to state the expenditure incurred by the 
Corporation in procuring these meters, but it may be taken that on an 
average the cost is between Its. 50 ami Its. 60 each. 

(<7) A regular system of waste prevention by means of meters was 
fir.it introduced in 1901. 


Muhammadans on the staffs of the Private Secretary and 
Military Secretary. 

247. • Maulvi A. H. M. WAZIR ALI: Will the Hon’ble the Member 

in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased — 

(a) to lav a statement on the table showing separately the total 

strength, with pay, of the offices of the Private Secretary 
and the Military Secretary to His Excellency the Governor 
of Bengal? 

(b) to state how many of these appointments are held by Muham- 

madans and non-Muhammadans, together with their names 
and qualifications? 

( c ) to state the number of vacancies that have occurred in the above 
offices during the last five years, and the number of Muham- 
madans appointed therein ? # 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) and (b) A statement is 
laid on the table. 

(c) No vacancy has occurred during the last five yeais. One assist- 
ant from the Private Secretary to Governor’s office has gone on deputa- 
tion to the Rent Controller’s office, and a non-Muhammadan has been 
acting in his place. 
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Statement referied to m the reply to clauses (a) and ( b ) of the 
unstarred question No. 247. 



i 


PO«T. 

i 

! 

1 

t 

j 

Office of— 

1 ’I Otftl 
strength 

! 

Number. 

Designation 

Pay. 

( Names of holders. 

1 

Qualifications. 




1 

Its. 

« 


Prirale Hi-crvtfuy 
to Gove; nor. 

6 

1 

Superintendent 

i 

200- 15-350 

| 

Balm J nanendra 
Nath Sur. 

Passed F. A. and 
Government of 
India clerkship 
examination. 



1 

Assistant Super- 
intendent and 
Goiiftd ntial 1 

Assistant. j 

150 — 16 — 300 , 

1 

1 

\ 

Mr. N. 0. Bose 

Educated in St. 
Xavier’s and 

Bishop’s College. 



1 1 

1st Assistant ... 

1 75 — — 160 

I 

, Babu Amrita Lai ' 
i Muk tjl. 

1 

Passed F. A. Ex- 
amination. 



1 

1 

! 

2nd Assistant .. 

j 60-4—110 

1 

1 

j 

Bibu Provash 
| Chandra Cha- 
j terii (on d<*pu- 
1 tat ion to Kent 
Controller’s 
j office). 

Passed Kntranoe 

Examination. 



! 1 

3rd Assistant ... 

40-4-60 

1 

Babu Ashutosh 
| Ghosh. 

Ditto. 



1 1 

4th Assistant ... 

1 40 (fixed) 

| 

| Babu Anil Cluin- 
] dra Sen. 

Ditto. 



6 





Military y ecr tary 
to Governor. 

6 

1 

Superintendent 

150-20—340 

| 

Rai Saldh Hira 
L»1 Duti a. 

Passed F. A ex 
aminatiou : knows 
typt-wiitiog. 



1 

Assistant Super* 
iutcudeut and 
Accountant. 

i 00-1 0—150 

Babu Satkoti 

Basu. 

I 

Ditto- 



1 

1st Assistant ... 

85— b — 125 

Babu Mohit 

, Chandta Ray 

; 

Passed Entrance ex- 
amination : knows 
typewriting. 



1 

2nd Assistant ... 

40-4—60 

Babu Mnnlndra 
Nath Mitter. 

Ditto. 



1 

3rd Assistant ... | 

1 

| 

40—4—60 i 

Babu Manindra | 
Nath Ghosh. 

Ditto. 


I 

1 

Shorthand 

Writer. 

46-44-110 

Babu Mauruatha 
Nath Muluok. , 

| 

Knows shorthand 
and typewriting. 

1 


6 






1921 .] 


QUESTIONS. 

Census office at Barisal. 


447 


248. Maulvi A. H. M. WAZIR ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) he pleased to 
state the designation and name of the officer who opened the Census 
office at Barisal ? 

(b) Did he advertise the vacancies in his office, and did he keep a 
register of the applications received? 

(c) If so, how many applications were received, and how many of 
them were from Muhammadan candidates? 

{(I) How many inspectors, head-clerks, record-keepers, sorting 
supervisors, sorters, copying supervisors, assistant supervisors, copyists 
and peons are employed in that office, and how many of them are Muham- 
madans ? 

(c)- Is it a fact that there is a low i>ereentage of Muhammadan 
\t ^ N \«s NW \c\m\\\ f.c\v 

(I s ) NIVaV actum, W any, a\c W\e Vio\en\meM taking to protect the 
interests of Muhammadans in tilling up vacancies m the public service? 

* MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAIL8] 
(the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): {a) Babu Binod Bihari l)as Uupta, 
Deputy Magistrate, made piehininary jii l angements beioic the Deputy 
Superintendent of Census, Bahu lliranva Kumar Das Uupta, joined. 

(h) Ad\ ei tisements vveie puhlished in B.msai ot the posts of inspec- 
tors, supervisors and slip copvists. No legister of applications was 
kept. The staff of sorteis was selected fiom among the slip copvists. 

(c) The information can onl\ 1 m* given in iesjM*ct of a])]>lication8 for 
the post of inspector. There were 26 applicants, all of whom were 
Hindus. 

(r/) The following is the present staff’: — 



Hindu 

MulutmniMiliiu 

(1) Inspector 

4 


(2 ) Head rt 

•< orif keeper, and uhsihI nuts ... 4 


(3) Supervisor 

IS 

2 

(4) Sorters 

140 

42 

The work of slip 

copying was finished some time ago. 



( e ) The percentage of Muhammadans em plow'd is only just over 
20 j>er cent. 

The employment being only for a few months, and offering no pros- 
pect for the future, it was not thought necessary to consider the pro- 
portion in which persons from different classes of the community were 
taken in. 

(/) The member is referred to the answers given to questions 
No. 67 (a) and ( b) and No. 227 (o) at the meeting of the Bengal Legis- 
lative Council held on the 4th July, 1921. 
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Resignation of Government servants owing to the non-oo-operation 

movement. 

249. Babu JOCENDRA KRISHNA ROY: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state the 
number, names and positions of officers under the employ of the Govern- 
ment who have resigned their services owing to the non-co-operation 
movement ? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler): A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to un starred question A r o. 249 , showing 
the number, names and position of officers under the Government of 
Bengal who have resigned their posts as a result of the non-co-opera- 
tion movement. 

N*uie. Position. 


1 Nripmdia Clin mini Bunurji 

2 Bunkim Clm.dra Duk 

3 IVtmammda l lat la 

4. Suumti Mohan 1 'linttnr jt 
5 Bure's! i Pni'tuiimi Sen 

f> Juiigbir Cbbctri 

7 Kain ni Kuntn Ganguly 

8. Muhammad Mouir 

9. Bu/.lar Kahumau 


... Profe^aur of English, Chittagong College 
(B. E s.) 

... Assistant Muater (on probation) Hare 
School, Calcutta Cl.ixs V III (S ft. S.) 

... Prevents e officer, Collector of Cuati nia, 
Chittagong 

... Kuuungo employed in Joaore. 

...Ch ik office of the Executive E igineer, 
Chitta P ong 

... Junior cirri , Deputy Coimnissioner’a office 
I )arjeeliug 

.. IVinpnrurv clerk in the necond Sub-Jtidgo’a 
Court, Bak.trganj 

... Constable, 24-Pargauaa Police. 

... Constable, Chittagong Police. 


Resolutions 

(undor the rules for the discussion of matters of general public 

interest). 

(The discussion on the resolutions on woman suffrage was resumed.) 

Woman Suffrage. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: The trend of the 
arguments of the supporters of the resolution is that woman was born 
equal with man with full liberty of action. Franchise is her birthright 
and man has deprived her of her rights and privileges and subjected her 
to perpetual tutelage and that she has been the victim of convention. 
Though they are loud in denouncing man, they have given very little 
reason to show how woman has equal rights with man in all matters 
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including politics nor have they taken care to show how franchise is her 
birthright. They have not explained what is meant by birthright. I 
take it to mean that when a person is born with a special attitude and fit- 
ness for a particular thing, a right to do that thing may be called that 
person’s birthright. Now let us examine, with what natural gifts she was 
born, are those qualities essentially necessary or suitable for governance 
or protection of a country? If so, she may be said to have a birthright to 
vote, otherwise no4. Eve was never created as an entity and juxtaposed 
by the side of Adam, but she was created out of the rib of Adam 
for the solace and companionship of Adam. She was endowed with 
some milder qualities, graces of person, aptitude to make her a useful 
wife and a loving mother. The constitution of her body and inherent 
periodical disabilities make her essentially unfit for outdoor work for 
the matter of that, for administration and defence of a country. As 
she is quite unfit for defence and administration of a country, franchise 
cannot be her birthright. 

It is argued for advancement and protection of her interests it is 
necessary that she should have a voice in the administration of the 
* country, for she has some peculiar wants which man is not likely to 
understand. Against this argument suffice it to say that man has invented 
a perfect system of medicine taking into account the minutest details 
of her diseases and ailments without the help of woman. He has deve- 
loped the science of child welfare and woman played no part in it. 
Where is then ground foi apprehension that man cannot carry on admin- 
istration of the country without tin* help and co-operation of woman, 
and cannot provide for her peculiar wants. It is true that some women 
have shown a little knowledge of the theory of Government and have 
got eloquence and persuasive tone and men have appreciated their 
virtues; that is no reason whv she should bo allowed a share in the 
administration as this is not the sphere of activity where sin* can take 
part without impairing some of the nobler qualities for which she was 
created. True Government consists in presenting before its subjects 
opportunities for the highest development and perfect, realisation of 
qualities and faculties inherent in the individuals without interfering 
with the rights and privileges of others. T have no objection to afford 
facilities for the development of womanly qualities and help her in the 
cultivation of those faculties in her which make her a loyal and dutiful 
wife, an affectionate mother and a loving sister? but I cannot lend my 
support to any measure intended to make her statesmen (should I call 
stateswoman) and warrior or to allow her any share in the government 
of the country which requires sterner qualities of the bead and heart. 

The next question is whether it is expedient to allow her vot# in the 
Council election. There is absolutely no necessity for her meddling in 
this affair, it being beyond her sphere of action and undue mixing in 
politics will make her less fit for and less attentive to domestic affairs 
which are her primary duties to perform. Division and distribution of 



450 


WOMAN SUFFRAGE. 


[5th Sept. 

* « , 
labour has resulted in the great development of industry ; there is no rea- 
son why we should disturb the division of labour between man and woman 
which division has the sanction of ages. Can the advocates of female 
franchise tell us what want of her co-operation has heen felt^ in the field of 
politics ? Man is anxious to give hei proper education to make her more 
fit for her task and has relieved her of many drudgeries such as spinning, 
etc. In impai ting education to females, we committed a mistake in 
allowing her to be educated on the same lines as sketched out for males 
and by school and college education our modern ladies are losing the 
grace, tenderness and other feminine qualities and advancing more and 
more towards manly qualities to the negligence of womanly qualities. 
Baneful effect of promiscuous mixing with men and exercise of manly 
qualities is branded on her person and she is showing marked discontent 
towards domestic lib* taking little care of ehildien and husband even 
during their illness. I know of some educated ladies who would oblige 
their friends with their prattle though the husband is rotting on his bed 
with serious illness. 1 heard a husband lamenting for his selection in 
his younger days when his brain was filled up with high ideals and extra- 
vagant notions about the educated females. Bv claiming franchise for 
females, she is entering on a new chapter of life and activity. I warn 
the gentlemen of the Council to think thrice as to the future effect of 
such a step when it is not vet too late. She has been encouraged by the 
grant of franchise in some Euiopeau countries and some of our coun- 
cillors are anxious blind] \ to imitate the English statesman. The 
Englishmen are exercising the right of voting almost from the time when 
they met King .lohn at Runnymede and they did not allow women fran- 
chise till yesterday and that, too, under peculiar citcuinstnnccs, when 
the male population of England was decimated h\ the ruinous war and 
the help of women was badlv needed. That the English statesmen did 
not allow the females to vote for so many centuries is a pi oof |x>sitive of 
the fact that a woman had no intrinsic mciit to claim franchise. That 
the English statesmen managed the affairs admirably well without woman 
points to the same conclusion. Tt is argued that the English statesmen 
were foolish not to allow tin* franchise to females so long. If foolish 
statesmen of England could raise their country to her present position of 
reigning supreme over the whole world, let us remain fools for some 
centuries and see what we can do by such tomfoolery of excluding women 
from the fields of politics. 

If we allow female franchise the immediate effect will not be much. 
Mahatma Gandhi extended franchise to females on condition of paying 
annas four only and none but the prostitutes cared to vote though sym- 
pathisers are not wanting even amongst females. But gradually it will 
cause disintegration of family life and put an end to the domestic happi- 
ness. If both male and female join with feverish excitement of political 
life, there will be none to look after our home affairs. Ladies are more 
prone to blindly imitate their sisters of the West as they have shewn in 
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the choice of dress and fineries. Europe’s cup of misery on the score of 
women is almost full. It has nearly completed the circle. Women have 
made considerable progress towards the original state of nature. Euro- 
pean States have to legislate to keep the females within due bounds of 
decency, and police has to measure the extent of exposure in the person 
of girls in the streets. Ladies are anxious to forego their womanhood, 
the summum bonum of their life. Girls are taking to manly games and 
habits and thereby they are having broad shoulders like Greek heroes 
of the old and some other parts of their body highly developed which 
quite unsuited them for motherhood. Considerable anxiety is being 
felt in Europe on that ground. Some States have declared prizes and 
special concessions for having children. I would ask in all seriousness, 
are members of the Council anxious to bring about such a state of 
things in Bengal? Some of our friends are anxious to give the ladies 
votes only and not seats in the Council, that is, the view not the touch of 
the dear delights, the sight to inflame their hearts, to long for the pine- 
apple in frames not certainly to look and linger but to break the glass 
and cut their fingers. I would advise them to accept the lead of wisdom 
> and truth and gather honey from the woods. It would be a great relief 
+o men if educated ladies engaged themselves to fight against social 
evils, tried to improve the comforts of family life, and combated the 
growing evils among modern girls of neglecting their legitimate' duties. 
There are numerous fields for their activities. There is absolutely no 
reason why they should be anxious to tread on such rougher grounds 
which men often find uncongenial and show hankering for private life. 
After toils of the* day, when a man retires, he naturally expects some mil- 
der topic's to chase away his cares. Would you like, gentlemen, that 
females too should talk politics and make our home and hearth as disgust- 
ing as London was at the time of Dr. Johnson when he says, “ there is 
some female theist who talks you dead.” For the last few days some bio- 
scope companies have put an object lesson before the public showing in 
lurid lights the undesirable effect of female activities in political matters. 
A soldier had a very loyal and educated wife 

The PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Sir 8yed Shams-ul-Huda): 

I do not think it is relevant what the bioscope company showed. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WASIMUDDIN AMHfiD: it shows the social 
life. 

The PRESIDENT: You can sj>eak of the social life without referring 
to the bioscope company. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: Should I omit? 
A soldier had a very loyal and educated wife. It was reported from the 
front that the soldier died in action, The loyal wife was very sorry - 
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The PRE8IDENT: I do not think all this is relevant. I rule you 
out of order. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: It showed the 
change in social life. So, I would advise the ladies to seek happiness 
in domestic affairs minding the welfare of children and trying to improve 
the lot of suffering humanity. “ Far other things their hearts should 
learn to prize: more bent to raise the wretched than to rise.” 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: Considering the importance of the 
subject of this resolution I think it would be wrong on my part to remain 
silent. I have heard with great interest the various speakers and the 
divergent views expressed on this subject. I am not opposed to giving 
the woman of our country her proper place. I think with the poet that 
the woman’s cause is man’s. I have got the highest regard for some 
of them. The great law-giver Manu says: — 

Women are to be honoured and adored by fathers and brothers, by husbands, 
as also by brothers-in-law, who deRire much prosperity. Where women are honoured, 
there the Gods rejoice ; but where they are not honoured, there all rites are fruitless. 

In ancient India, no doubt, women enjoyed an amount of liberty* 
not enjoyed by them at the present time. The women of ancient India 
got wide education and consequently enjoyed dignified liberty. But 
the country was immersed in cimmerian darkness without the hope, 
without the light for centuries, till the light from the West 
began to dispel the gloom. My friends who advocate franchise 
for women forget that there are functions that are socially to be dis- 
charged by woman. The great division of sexes that we find in human- 
ity points this out. As has been said by a great woman, “ an\ attempt 
to bridge over that difference, any attempt to turn a man into a woman 
or a woman into a man, means the throwing back of humanity, a ( heck 
on its orderly, on its progressive evolution.” Certain distinct qualities 
are evolved in each sex, certain distinct powers are found to be assigned 
to the one sex or to the other. To try to unsex either is to make a 
fundamental blunder. At a time when she has just attained intellect- 
ual and physical development, she is to become the mother of children, 
to nurse them, whereas man is, to work for the upbringing of the little 
ones to play his part in the world’s broad field of battle. Why should 
we forget this fundamental difference between man and woman? It is 
necessary that those 'who are trying to uplift the political status of 
our women, should first try to uplift their intellectual, their educational 
status? How is it that my friends have done nothing up to this time 
to spread education among the girls of our country? How is it that 
while some of the ladies of the laud and their number is less than a 
miscroscopic minority are trying to vote along with men in the Council 
that they have not approached Government either themselves or through 
their accredited representatives in the Council to take immediate steps 
to establish girls’ schools in every village of this province for the free 
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and compulsory education of girls? I would tell them 44 Ministering 
Angels/ , 44 how is it that you are not by the bedside of the sick and pov- 
erty-stricken men of the land who are dying not by hundreds but by 
thousands without succour and without nursing? How is it that in the 
hospitals of this city we find European ladies, “ Little Sisters of the 
Poor,” “ Sisters of Charity,” tending the sick and there is not one single 
of our country-woman working for love? In speaking of the woman of 
the West, Mrs. Basant has said — 

the gaining of their livelihood leads them unnecessarily into competition 
with men. Out of that competition, out of that struggle for existence, out of the 
passing of women into the arena of life-struggle, where they have to gam their own 
livelihood and fight with their own hands against the competition of women, out of 
that has arisen the demand for what is called the higher education of women. That 
is the economic reason underlying the demand for higher education. I presume that 
no Hindu, unless he has lost the Hindu heart, desires to bring about the same 
economic condition of things here. I presume that he does not desire to eduente 
his daughters, and then to send them out into the world to struggle with men for 
gaining a livelihood, to compete with men m the various learned professions, in the 
\arious commercial undertakings. 

• Let, therefore, the women of India take their proper place in this 
country, let them exercise in elevating influence over the children, let 
them prove worthy mothers to worthy sons. Has it not been said that 
there is nowhere to he found spirituality so pure and lofty, devotion so 
strong and tender, purity so unsullied and sjxdless, as are to he found 
in the women of India. Whv should she, the woman of India, belie 
all that and hanker after something from which neither our society nor 
our country can benefit. It was after years of struggle that the women 
of England got the franchise only the other day. The Reforms 
here are only a few months old. Let us wait and see how they work. 
Let us not try to turn everything topsy-turvy now. 

I should like to know how many of my friends here who have 
spoken in favour of this franchise have been asked by their female 
relations, their wives, their mothers, their sisters or their daughters to 
support this movement? How many of them even know about this? 

It is said that they have voted for giving the suffrage to women in 
Madras and in Bombay. Those who had been to these places know 
full well that the purdah does not exist there and unfortunately this 
purdah has made a great deal of difference between the women of Bengal 
and those of Bombay and Madras. T, therefore, cannot support the 
resolution of niv esteemed friend M. S. M. Bose. There is no demand 
in the country for the suffrage of woman. Let our mothers, wives, 
daughters and sisters lord over us in the household which is her true 
realm Let them not be competitors in all that makes life a fierce and 
selfish struggle for place, power and money. Let us wait. Let us not 
try to rush in things. But this I must sav that if this Council decides in 
favour of womaa suffrage, I would suggest, for the consideration of 
the Council as well as for any committee that may be appointed, that 
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qualified females he allowed to vote in the election of female candid- 
ates to whom a few seats may be allotted. Let them not exercise their 
power of voting in any general constituency of the province, except 
the University constituency. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY and Rai RADHA 
CHARAN PAL Bahadur moved that the question he put. 

The motion being put, a division was taken, the Ayes being 37, and 
Noes 45, the motion was lost, and the debate continued. 

Maulvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: I am opposed to the resolution that 
has been moved by my friend Mr. S. M. Bose saying that the franchise 
should be given to women irrespective of any consideration. 

We are not Ualeutta men; we come from the mufassal; our Calcutta 
friends will laugh at us when we say that w'e have got our own mufas- 
sal ideas. There is a saying in my part of the country that if women 
are allowed to attend three marriage ceremonies, they will refuse to 
rever* to their husbands’ homes. How will it be possible for the mem- 
bers of Council to permit their womenfolk to attend the Council and 
mix freely with men, when it is the custom, both among Hindus and 
Muhammadans, to keep their womenfolk in their homes, and not allow' 
them to mix wuth other men at all. Tt has also been suggested that in 
the ease of estates owned by men zamindars. it would be better if the 
management wore in the hands of the women. There have been in- 
stances in which women were* left to manage their own estates and had 
officers under them and had shown undue favour to particular officers, 
which has brought an indelible blot upon the name of the whole 
family. With the little education that these women have got, is it 
desirable that they should come out and take in deliberations with 
men ? 

Maulvi Yakuinuddin Ahmed lias said that Arab women used to urge 
their husbands and friends to war and used to accompany them; but I 
say this was before the Islamic da\s, when the marriage tie was a lax 
one between man and woman. It is not for me to criticize; the pre- 
sent question before us is whether women are to have the franchise or 
not — it will have to be decided by vote. Muhammadan ladies are very 
loth to come out of their purdah ; the fact remains that if we extend the 
franchise to mufassal women, they w r ill not care to come out to take 
part in elections either for municipal commissioners or councillors. 
Another aspect of the question, which has been suggested by Maulvi 
Wasimuddin Ahmed, is this: when a woman has been elected and has 
taken her seat in this Council and taken part in its deliberations, would 
she like to go back to her domestic duties and take charge of the kitchen ? 
1 ask every Muhammadan member to place his hand on his breast and 
answer that question. The time will, I daresay, come when the whole 
question will have to be reviewed, and the franchise -given to women; 
but I say that this resolution is rather premature just now\ 
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Maulvi Yakuinuddin lias said that women used to be allowed to go to 
Mecca to perform pilgrimage; this is correct, but the universal Muham- 
madan law and custom is that she must be elderly and must go under the 
care of some person who is related to her within the prohibited degrees, 
and is not in a position to marry her. This is the law. There is great 
danger of your not being able to stick to your purdah in earnestness. 
Even in European countries Queen Elizabeth and Queen Victoria, though 
they were queens^ did not give franchise to women. In England this 
franchise has only been given within recent years. Some one has said, 
“ East is east, and West is west.” This is nothing new. In our domes- 
tic life we picture the mother in her home with her children round her 
taking care of them and looking to their welfare; this is a beautiful 
picture. I beg of my friends to consider the point before they think of 
making our domestic life unhappy. 

With these words, I hog to opj>ose this motion. 

Dr. HASSAN 8UHRAWARDY; Speaking on the question of woman 
suffrage, one finds oneself in a rather difficult position. It is almost 
impossible to maintain an attitude of strict neutrality or to remain unin- 
* fiuenced one way or the other where women are concerned. The finer 
sentiments of man and Ins spirit of gallantry prompt him at once to take 
the side of the weaker sex. I notice that even some of the members of 
I. old Noulhborongh’s Committee have succumbed to the subtle influences 
of the fair and I am not surprised. Champions of woman suffrage point 
out to us the example of England. The example of England need not be 
blindly followed. England granted female suffrage the other day after 
years of Tigitat 'on. Not long ago m England women were classed with 
infants, lunatics, and others mentally or morally deficient. The deter- 
mining factoi in fax our of female suffrage in England was probably ihe 
devastating world war which wiped out flu* manhood of England. Cham- 
pions of woman suffrage lightly talk of equality of men and women. 
Assume for argument’s sake that men and women are equal — for 1 am 
not going to discuss here the physiological difference between them 
and the physical disabilities of women. If you want equality, then let 
there be equal justice between man and woman and between woman and 
woman and let the same qualifications of electors apply to women as to 
men (vide Bengal Eleetoial Rules — Rule 8, Manual page 112). There 
should be no alteration or relaxation of the rules in favour i f women. 
For example, women matriculates should not he allowed the same pri- 
vilege as men graduates of seven years’ standing. 

As men are not debarred from the franchise on the ground of living 
on the earnings of women or of being immoral, the tlteory of equality 
demands that women of the town (who, unlike the hulk of Hindu women, 
possess self-acquired property, not merely Stridhan) should not be 
excluded from participation in the benefits of the franchise. If we con- 
cede this, what will happen can very easily he imagined. Women gradu- 
ates of seven years’ standing and women with property will be swamjied 
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by women of the town. Gawharjans and Aspasias of Calcutta and their 
male supporters will be sent up by their friends along with some sedate 
and highly respected blue stocking and, as was rightly observed by a 
previous speaker, our good friends the non-co-operators will not miss 
the opportunity of insulting and ridiculing the Council by sending 
“ public women to keep company with public men.” The resolution 
of Rai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur should be opposed, because if 
we apply the University qualification alone we have to leave out of con- 
sideration a large number of highly cultured and educated ladies who are 
as bioad-minded, as useful and as intellectual as those who possess the 
B.A. and M.A. degrees of a University. The names of the ladies quoted 
by the Secretary of the Nari Samaj, viz., Maharani Sarnomay, Rani Sarat 
Sundari, Srimati Janaki Choudhurani were women of parts and culture 
without any University qualifications and there are many who have not 
attended any school or taken any diploma or learnt English or any foreign 
language and yet are highly educated in every sense of the word and 
they v ould be left out. 

The greatest objection to woman suffrage is the practical difficulty 
which has to be faced, the innumerable crop of election petitions which * 
will follow in the wake of each election alleging false personations in 
recording votes of purdah women. We must also consider the enor- 
mous burden of expenditure this poor country will have to bear 
in order to provide suitable strict purdah polling booths and 
reliable highly-paid female polling officers at every polling station. 
From our experience of so-called purdah parties in which we find on 
overwhelming proportion of non-purdah women over the actual purdah - 
nashin , we can safely infer that most of the women who are now anxious 
to participate in the dust and heat of political life will find a suitable 
haven of refuge inside these purdah booths and I cannot see what return 
the country will get for this enormous bother and trouble and expenditure 
and waste of public money. It is said we will derive inspiration and 
receive co-operation from them. Inspiration and co-operation, indeed! 
Can we not get and do we not now’ enjoy these benefits from our lady 
friends? Do inspiration and co-operation depend upon their enfranchise- 
ment? Is it just and fair to burden the country with an enormous 
expense simply to satisfy the petulant demand of a small microscopic 
minority for which we are not likely to get any return or any substantial 
benefits? The examples of Bombay and Madras are held out before us. 
Let us not forget the social conditions of Bombay and Madras. The 
social conditions of Bombay and Madras are different from those of 
Bengal. The free Maharashtra people have never suffered from that 
terrible affliction called the purdah system. The Parsi women are free 
to enjoy God's light and air. The women of Madras are not shut within 
the four walls of the zena fc na. Of course there are exceptions here and 
there. Remember that it is not Bengal but Madras that boasts of the 
biggest maternity hospital in India. The women of Bengal would do 
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well not to break their heart over the bauble of woman suffrage. They 
will do more good to their country and to their community if they 
directed their zeal and energy to the substantial work of carrying the light 
of education into the darkest corners of the benighted homes of the 
caste-ridden and purdah - stricken women of Bengal. Ignorance and 
superstition are at the root of infant mortality, of premature senility, 
of lowered vitality, of incompatibility of temperament between husband 
and wife and of a thousand and one evils. Let them first of all go for- 
ward to abolish the degrading custom of the slave-market, of exhibiting 
girls to the agent of the bridegroom and exposiug them to the risk of 
the insult of rejection if unable to provide a handsome dowry. Where 
is the premium on intellectual superiority over filthy lucre or even phy- 
sical charms, in this pernicious practice? The abolition of these degrad- 
ing customs is more vital, more uigent, more pressing than the empty 
satisfaction of giving them votes. Let us try and reconstitute the 
Hindu Law of Inheritance which unjustly debars a woman from getting 
a just share of her paternal property. Before these bigger issues that of 
woman franchise pales into insignificance. Only a few months ago, in 
# this very Hall, our revered leader, the Minister of Health, pointed out 
that the Bengali race is dying out, that the death-rate is higher than the 
birth-rate in Bengal. Let the women of Bengal fight ignorance, super- 
stition, prejudice, disease and decay, be good housewives, good 
mothers, good sisters. These are more important matters than wasting 
one’s energy in clamouring for votes. I believe that women should get 
votes and they will get votes when the time is ripe for it, whether thev 
demand or not. But the point to consider is: Is it good for them to 
get it at this stage? The whole world is in a state of ferment. Shall 
we now add to the turmoil? At the threshold of the Reforms aie we 
not running the risk of riding our horse to death? How many oi us 
enfranchised men really relish the dust and heat, the din and clamour of 
political life? Should we, without a moment’s pause, try *o ding our 
women from the seclusion of the zenana into the arena of party polemics 
and party politics, the atmosphere of insincerity and hypocrisy, of 
broken faiths and unredeemed pledges? Beware of the proverbial 
“ Laddoo of Delhi ” which, like the apple of the Dead Sea, is fine to 
look at from a distance, but when touched crumbles to dust and ashes. 
The baneful method of utilising the honest and unbalanced students 
are sure to be largely applied by the extremists »to inexperienced and 
emotional women who are oftener led away by sentiment than guided 
by reason. The practice of playing to the gallery must cease. 
It is easy to gain cheap popularity but it is difficult to maintain 
reputation for steadiness, firmness, and far-sighted statesmanship. 
Swim with the tide, join the war-cry of the masses, advocate non-co- 
operation and hartals and you will at once lie dubbed a Mahatma, a 
Maul an a, a Desabandhu or a Desapriva; you will get all the good on 
earth and all the good in heaven, the Crown of Martyrdom here and the 
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Kingdom of Heaven hereafter. But the bubble will burst sooner or 
later and there will be a terrible awakening. Carried away by the pas- 
sion of the moment let us not forget the relative fitness of things. 

Sir, in the pamphlet published by the Nari Samaj, members of the 
Bombay Legislative Council, who opposed the resolution for woman 
suffrage, have been called Liliputians. 1 am sure the supporters of the 
resolution here aspire to be dubbed Brobdignags. I have no ambition 
to be the one or the other. 1 have not lost my sense of proportion. I 
am quite content to be styled what T am — not an Adonis, but a plain, 
ordinary mortal, a mere man. Sir, 1 oppose the motion as premature. 

Before 1 sit down I cannot forget to take notice of the utterances of 
an hon’ble member who has thought it fit to drag into the whirlpool of 
polemics the sacred names of the womanhood of Islam. I would have 
strongly protested against his conduct could 1 make up my mind to 
take him seriously. I cannot quite believe* that the erstwhile champion 
of orthodoxy and conservatism has really become a genuine convert to 
the cause of female suffrage. I am at a loss to determine whether the 
championship of women’s cause by the hon’ble membei is in the interest 
of co-operation or non-co-operation. I wonder if bis lapse is simply a, 
manifestation of the symptoms of his old disease — playing to the 
gallery; and the gallery to-day with the serried ranks of the army of the 
fair is playing havoc with the orthodoxy of many a venerable and 
bearded hon’ble member. I brush aside the wicked and malicious sug- 
gestion that the conversion of the hon’ble member dates from June, 1920, 
since which the numbei of female votes at his command has doubled, if 
not quadrupled. I, howe\er, who missed the hon’ble memlvu* in the 
General Election in December but found him in the bye-elect ion in 
January, having listened with amusement to his speeches for the 
“ Ayes,” do not despair of his vote for the “ Noes.” 

The PRESIDENT S 1 have made many appeals to members to cur- 
tail their speeches, but 1 am sorry to say it has been in vain. There is 
one point I should like to mention, which may perhaps weigh with you, 
and that is, that there is a rather important meeting at Government 
House at 5-80, and many members would, no doubt, like to attend. 
Perhaps this consideration would w r eigli with you in making your speeches 
fewer and shorter. 

Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY! We can have no objection to the 
principle that underlies the resolution. We desire that franchise should 
be given to women. We, in the East, have always held the women in 
respect. From time immemorial the rights of women to property have 
l>ecn recognised by Hindu Law. If my friend, the mover of the resolu- 
tion, had taken the trouble of reading the Smritis, he would have found 
that the Hindus have newer harboured the opinion that women exist 
simply to minister to the amusement, enjoyment and vanity of men. 
Hindus have never subscribed to the opinion, which, till lately, was pre- 
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valent in the West that “ Woman is the lesser man.” I ‘admit there 
are practical difficulties in the way of recording votes, especially in the 
case of Hindus and Muhammadans. In the case of Hindu women, the 
vast majority do not possess the necessary property qualification and 
are purdahnashm , facts which should weigh with the Council. Then 
again, in most cases, the wife will not like to go against her husband, 
and vote with him, which will mean that the successful canvasser will • 
trap two votes in place of one. The whole matter requires careful con- 
sideration. But I am sure we shall be in a position to obviate these 
difficulties and recommend that sex disqualification should be removed. 

Rai PYARI LAL DOSS Bahadur: The question has been discussed 
threadbare from all points of view, and requires no elucidation; but 
I would like to sa\ a few words in this connection, in view of the 
public interest it has attracted. At the outset 1 beg to submit that 1 
feel lvound to oppose the resolution moved b\ Mr. S. M. Bose. My 
chief ground is that there are many difficulties in the way which are 
not easy to overcome. 

Of the women-population in Bengal, a vast majority consists of 
purdah nashin ladies; they are not keen at all about the franchise. 
They will stubbornly refuse to go to any polling station, outside their 
respective homes to record their votes, even if the polling-officer be one 
belonging to their sex. 

In certain quarters, it has been suggested that the difficulty may be 
overcome by providing for pit rthihna shin ladies to record their votes in 
their respective houses. It virtually means that the polling -officer, 
necessarily a female, will have to go round from house to house, from 
village to village, with the ballot boxes. If the number of jntrdahnashin 
voters be pretty large, it would be almost an impossible feat to finish the 
recording of votes, within the prescribed limit of time, in view of the 
length of time likely to be occupied in recording the vote of one single 
purdahnashin voter; and if the number of such voters be very small, 

I would suggest that such small number should be left out of account, 
and no provision be made for their franchise. 

There is another difficulty with regard to purdahnashin \oters. Can- 
didates for the council election will not lane the opportunity to 
approach them personally, to appeal to them and to urge liefore them, 
their respective claims for election, and the result will he that the votes 
of such women will not he independent votes, recorded upon a due con- 
sideration of the respective claims of the several candidates for election, 
but their votes will be the votes of their father, brother or other near 
male relation. 

My friend, Mr. Bose, has begun at the wrong end of the ladder. In 
the Local Bodies — I mean the union board, the local board, the district 
board and the municipal hoard — which are considered the various units 
of self-government, no franchise has been granted to women, and no 
demand for such franchise has been urged up to now. Lady-graduates, 
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under-gradifates or lady-matriculates total a very small number, — a 
mere microscopic minority — in proportion to the women-population in 
Bengal ; they have not been forward to demand franchise in the local 
bodies. It would be wise for Mr. Bose to begin at the lower end of 
the ladder of self-government by demanding franchise for women in the 
local bodies. On this ground, I beg to submit, Sir, that the resolu- 
tion moved by Mr. Bose, and the other cognate resolutions, standing 
on the agenda, are premature. An early experiment may be made of 
women-franchise in the local bodies, and until such experiment is found 
successful, the present question be kept in abeyance. I doubt not, 
Sir, that in the long run, the experiment will prove successful, and 
that in the fullness of time, full franchise will be extended to women, 
and it would be a proud day in the history of Bengal, when a lady-eoun- 
oillor will sit together with her brother-councillor, and consult and 
co-operate 'with him, for the common good of the country. 

Maulvi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: I beg to rise to express my 
opinion on the resolution and amendments that have been moved re- 
garding women franchise in Bengal. This is a very important and 
serious question and should be considered with all the care and atten- * 
tion which the subject demands. I think I should be wrong if I 
suddenly jump to the conclusion that franchise should be at once given 
to our women as it has been done in the West, and equal would be my 
guilt if I hold the most bigoted and orthodox view that the women 
as such are never fit for the rights and piivileges vhieh have l>een 
grunted to men. Before coming to a definite conclusion, I think we 
should examine the questions in all its aspects, but as my time is short 
I should refer only to a few broad points. 

hirst, let me consider the historical aspect of the matter. It has 
been said that in ancient times noble characters like Khana, Lilabati, 
Gergi, Matria and in conipanitively recent times great women like 
Lakshi Bai, Rani Bhobani and Mahnrani Sarnomay, Nur Jahan, Chand- 
bibi adorned this great land of ours and, as such, the women of this 
country are sure to prove equally competent with men in the field of 
polities as well. This argument is quite fallacious. These great 
ladies are indeed the pride and glory of India, but they are only excep- 
tions. How many more such ladies have flourished since their demise? 
— perhaps none. Besides, the condition of the ancient India is quite 
different from modern’ India. So any reference to these great women 
does not, at all, help the advocates of female suffrage; rather the 
past history’ points otherwise. 

In ancient India, Arabia and even in Europe what was the position 
of women P In India the sphere of women was confined to the home 
only. They were always guided by tbeir father, husband and eon and 
had no independence of tneir own. They were never unhappy in 
that condition. Their interest and welfare were never neglected by 
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men. On the contrary men did all they could to further, in all possible 
way, the comforts or conveniences of their mothers, sisters, wives and 
daughters. The Hindu Riskis of old did not give the women the 
right of worshipping their gods and goddesses. The Legislature did 
not give them absolute right in the property. Why were all these 
disabilities imposed upon them? Because they thought the women 
were incompetent to equally discharge the function which could be 
successfully done by men alone, because they thought that there was 
eternal and fundamental distinction between men and women. So 
there could be no equality between men and women in the spheres of 
life. In Arabia even the great Prophet who was the most generous 
and liberal to women did not give t lie women the rights and privileges 
which he granted to men. On the demise of the great Prophet when 
the question arose as to who should succeed him to the Khalifat, only 
the opinions of men were taken, not even the opinion of Ilazarat Aysa 
was consulted. She was only asked to inform whether her illustrious 
husband had left with her any particular desire regarding the succes- 
sion to the Khalifat. In Europe every one knows the women were 
regarded as mere chattels and could own no property of their own: 

* such was the state oi‘ things in the past. I therefore say that the past 
history points out, in no uncertain terms that tin* women are not fit to 
do equal work with men in all sphere of life. 

Secondly, there is eternal and fundamental distinction between 
men and women. By their very nature and constitution they are diff- 
erent from men. So if they aspire to do the works which should be 
done by men alone or vice versa t lie world would be unhappy. I do not 
say that, they should remain ignorant, illiterate and inarticulate; let 
them receive education. Let them develop their capacities, which may 
render them good and useful in the social spheres of life, but I think 
it w r ould be a mistake — a great mistake for them to come and wrangle 
with men in the field of politics. The great poet Tennyson in his 
“Princess” has beautifully shown that women should not encroach on 
the fields reserved for men and I say the vice versa case is also true. 
True, in Europe the suffrage is given to women but how long ago. 
Only recently after a great struggle of decades of years, but the con- 
dition of the West is quite different from that of the East. The 
analogy of the West does not hold in the East. If' you only imitate the 
West without any regard to the tradition of yqur own country the 
result may be disastrous. “West is west and East is east.” What is 
good for the West may be bad for the East and vice versa. I there- 
fore say when you like to introduce any change in India you ought to 
consider with all care and attention whether civilization and the pecu- 
liar circumstances of the country permit it. You say Bombay has got 
it. Madras has got it. Why should BengaJ lag behind? 

The mere having it will not suffice. Let us see how it works and 
what result it produces there. I think it would be better to wait at 



462 


WOMAN SUFFRAGE. 


[5th Sept. 


least a few years and see how it works in the two sister provinces which 
have extended these rights to the women there. Besides I am of opinion 
that the condition of women of Bengal is also different from that of 
Madias or Bombay. In Europe where the women are far more advanced 
in education and far more different in social matters even there they got 
it after the last great w T ar. 1 am therefore of opinion that this resolu- 
tion is quite premature. 

Thiidly, it is said that the interest and welfare of women may not 
he duly safeguarded by men. It is argued that the females would be 
better able to repu\st nt some questions affecting their interest and 
welfare such as sanitation or child welfare, etc., but 1 think these 
subjects have already diawn the attention of men and they are doing 
their best in the matter. It is hardly a year that the Reformed 
Council has come into existence and within this short time it is not 
proper for the women to say that men will not he equally able to 
represent their inteiest and welfare in the Council. It is also wrong 
to say that they have got any separate interest from those of men, for 
their interest and welfare are also the interest and welfare of men as 
well. No man would like that his own mother, sister, wife or daughter , 
would suffer in any way; on the other hand every man could try his best 
to do all that he can to further the interest of the fair sex. So this 
argument of the other side also falls to the ground. 

Fourthly, if franchise he extended to women at this stage it may he 
exercised only by a handful of Calcutta ladies, but in the mufassal of 
which I have considerable experience, very few — almost none — will res- 
pond to it. 1 also think that if the females are given the franchise 
they will necessarily belong to some political party or otliei and it may 
not he uncommon that the husband and the wife will hold diametrically 
different views and that will surely make the house unhappy. Per- 
haps many may laugh at this idea, but such cases are sure to arise. 
Besides, if the females come out in the spheres of politics they shall 
have to fight with men on many occasions and shall have to associate 
themselves in many hard and even unpleasant matters and, I am sure, 
the sweet temper which is a virtue peculiar to them and which makes 
the home calm or sweet will gradually vanish as they will become so 
many wrangling debaters; political speakers and partisans and, in the 
long run, T fear, they will become unsexed. 1 therefore think that the 
time is yet far off when the resolution like this can ho taken up. Let 
us first try to make the reforms successful among men; let us first try 
to abolish the social and religious disabilities of women before we think 
of their political freedom. 

I fear some of the educated ladies of our province may be offended 
at my attitude which they.may call most bigoted and orthodox; hut I 
think I should he frank and sincere in giving my own opinion in the 
matter. Besides, there will be endless trouble and enormous costs in 
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giving effect to the resolution, if it be carried in the Council. I am there- 
fore of opinion that these resolutions and amendments are all prema- 
ture and should be withdrawn at present. 

Maulvi 8HAH MUHAMMAD CH AUDHURI : The resolution 
involves the question whether we are ready to grant equal status to 
women with males. The position oi women in the world over, indi- 
cates that the men have assumed superiority over women and their rights 
and liberties have* been circumsci ibed accordingly . 

Women have been relegated to their present position \\\ society all 
over the world on account of their natural disabilities. They are 
always best and superior in the question of heart ; but are very seldom 
proficient in the qualities at head. Even in European countries, which 
are undoubtedly fai advanced in this respect ot the women suffrage, the 
principle has not yet been adopted universally. In the Eastern World, 
specially in India, where males and females cannot mix with each other 
freely and publicly, the granting of suffrage is out of the question. 

My friend, the learned mo\er undoubtedly lias the few educated 
• sisters living in Calcutta and some of the towns in view in moving 
tins resolution and I draw his attention to what a small proportion they 
hear to the millions of illiterate women of our country. The multifarious 
social customs and religious obstructions stand in their wav to exercise 
their right to vote even if it is granted. 

If it is granted for the sake of some of t lie few educated women of the 
town, it would he a great disaster to our female societies as a large 
number of bazar women of easy virtue who pay rates and taxes would 
come out as electors, with whom no one would 1 ike to associate. 

I do not understand what good the women will achieve* by becoming 
voters, or what further interest the\ would try to get which are not 
looked after by their husbands, fatlieis or brothers. If they want to 
become members of the Council or of the District Board or of the 
Municipalities, I for myself would not like them to be so. 

They would really make harm to the country than making any 
good. It is known to all that women are very sentimental and they 
are always guided by sentiments. Had not Eve been misguided by 
Satan and persuaded Adam to take the prohibited fruit and thereby 
brought misery upon them? Did not Lady Macbeth instigate her hus- 
band in the murder of Duncan? Besides petty jealousies are ingrained 
in their nature and for that thev are quite unfit to be me minus of deli- 
berative bodies. 

The women are physically different from men and they are intended 
by God to perform different kinds of works in life. In the great divi- 
sion of labour of mankind and of the specialisation of their duties women 
have to look after and manage household affairs and nursing of child- 
ren and invalids and men have taken charge of the sterner duties of 
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the protection of the country and other industries. Then why are we 
going to subvert it and bring women to meddle in politics? This would 
be an innovation which will require reconstruction of society and there 
would be a social revolution. 

My friend Maulvi Yakuinuddin Ahmed said the other day that 
while hundreds of Muhammadan women are going to Mecca why would 
they not come out of purdah for recording their votes? But, Sir, that 
is a different matter and cannot be compared with female electors. 
The number of such women is very few, even a fractional part of the 
whole number of females. These women generally go to pilgrimage 
when they become hoary in head and totter for the grave and even under 
our religion they are not allowed to go with any other male’s company 
but to that of their husbands, fathers, brothers, sons and such other 
male relatives with whom marriage is prohibited. 

I am sorry that few of our Muhammadan members who are lawyers 
in profession have supported this resolution. But are they not aware 
that our religion does not allow women to be guardians of the proper- 
ties of their children although they are guardians of their bodies? Is 
it not known to them that they are not allowed to give their consent in ' 
marriage of their children? Why this difference. Why have they not 
been allowed these privileges? Because they are wanting in the power 
of deliberation. Sir, mv friend Dr. J. N. Moitra named some women 
who managed their properties well, but were they not supported by good 
male officers and councillors? There are no instances in history where 
a female is a Councillor or Minister and wherever there is an instance 
of female influence at the back of males, there had been intrigues and 
dissensions in the management of affairs as in Nur Jahan’s case. 

With these few words, 1 strongly oppose the resolution as well as 
all the amendments. 

Rai Sahib PANCHAN AN BARM A: I am afraid I must oppose the 
resolution. Considered as simply as political beings, I think women can 
claim to have votes equally with men because they own property and pay 
taxes, and to pay taxes is the criterion on which the vote is based; in 
that case it would happen that women would have votes equally with men, 
but if that is the case taxes have got no morality at all ; so we cannot 
refuse votes to the public women also; and if we allow votes to the 
public women they will come forward and swamp the women of home 
life; and we shall see fine women — public women — adorning the Coun- 
cil, and what will be the effect ? 

The PRESIDENT: We have heard a great deal of public women in 
this connection, and that argument may now be left out. 

i 

Rai 8ahib RANCH ANAN BARMA: It is not simply a case of 
politics; there is something which is more ancient and more vital and I 
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think more essential than politics ; it is society ; and it is in the midst 
of society that we can live in peace and happiness without having to do 
anything with politics ; if that is the case the interests of society must be 
looked after before we come to give votes to women. In the society 
there are different parts for men and women to play; some parts are 
assigned to men and some to women, and if men and women do but dis- 
charge the duties assigned to them respectively, the home becomes 
heavenly. I beg to submit that our home is heavenly, but if there are 
constant differences and wi anglings then the home becomes a perpetual 
scene of discord and unhappiness. We, the Hindus — to use the homely 
phrase — do not say, the house is a house; our conception is not that the 
house is a house but that it is the women in the house who is really the 
house; — who by their counsel and guidance render it so; so that if we 
draw our wives and women from the house, the organisation of home 
life 'tfill dwindle down to utter ruin with unhappiness as its inevitable 
concomitant. 

We have heard of many eminent women in the course of (his debate 
such as Rani Durgabati, the fighting woman, Rani Bhobani, the 
• politician who counselled at the time of Serajaudullah, and there are 
many more. In (his connection, I may mention of one of rural memory 
Rani Ranachandi of Jalpaiguri who fought her battles with Kathmns. 
But who were they? Hid they mix in politics? Did they do anything 
political ? Did they come out to have elections to secure votes and debate 
and insist on their political franchise? Certainly not. They did their 
work quietly at home — a woik in which their heart and head had the 
greatest? play ; they were ideal Grihinis and from that position we are 
trying to dislodge them by the grant of the right to vote. The ideal 
character of a wife is given by the most celebrated and greatest of our 
poets — Kalidas; it is in the story of “ Sakuntala ” the most beautiful 
of dramas. When Sakuntala was about to go to her husband’s house, 
this was the advice given her by Kanwa, her foster-father. [Here the 
speaker quoted a few stanzas from “ Sakuntala M which instructed her 
to serve her superiors with respect ; to have recourse to the conduct of a 
good friend to the rival wives of her husband: Never in anger to go 
against her husband, even when treated with slight and harshness; to 
be kind and courteous towards the attendants; not to be puffed up in 
times of good fortune, so young women get to the place of a good 
Grihini that is the mistress of the house, those tfcho act in the contrary 
way are the pests of the house.] My submission is that 
the evolution of such celebrated women is the outcome of 

this ideal, — that too is suggested by the great poet. When 
Sakuntala asked Kanwa when she might again come to the 

Asrama, she was thus advised. [The speaker again quoted a few 
lines from the same book : “So doing, you will soon rise to the position 
of a rival of the Four-quartered Earth and then placing the son 
of'Duswartha on the throne with your husband will again come to this 
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peaceful Asrama.”] These women of celebrated memory were the out- 
come not of the grant of political emancipation, but of this noble ideal 
of ministering to the comforts and peace of home. 

My submission is that if we allow women to come out and vote 
publicly like males, the result will be that they will be quarrelsome; 
their household duties will be neglected and they will not attend to their 
home duties wherein alone their greatness lies. 

With these few words, I oppose the resolution. 

Raja MAN ILOLL 8INGH ROY: Sir, at heart I am not against the 
resolution of my friend Mr. S. M. Bose on the subject of female 
franchise. If the Reforms and the Reformed Council are good things, 
how can we deny them to our women of whom the poet has truly sung 
“ Oh, woman, lovely woman ! Nature made thee to temper men. We 
had been brutes without you.” But, Sir, theie are some great and •insur- 
mountable difficulties in the way which we should not overlook. Now, 
even if polling arrangements are made to suit the zenana ladies behind 
the purdah in all the general electorates, will their fathers and sons, 
brothers and husbands e\er consent to allow the male candidates or their 
agents who in majority of cases are bound to be males to be present at the 
polling behind the purdah. The great majority of them would not like 
it themselves. The electoral rules allow them to the polling booth, 
which, as experience has shown, is absolutely necessary. 1 think, Sir, 
this is a difficulty almost insurmountable and cannot be successfully 
grappled with in the present state of our society. This is my humble 
opinion in the matter and 1 should like to know if my friend Mr. Bose 
could find a way out of it. 

I have no objection to give it to particular sections, such as 
Europeans and 'Anglo-Indians who do not observe purdah , but not to the 
general non-Muhammadan or Muhammadan electorates almost all of 
whom observe purdah , as in giving the franchise to them we shall be 
giving advantage only to a certain section of the communities where a 
candidate of that particular community, whether male or female, will 
be on the field as a rival to one who observes the purdah system. 

Moreover, Sir, we do not know, what rules, if any, have been framed 
as yet in the provinces where it is said there is purdah system and yet 
franchise to the females has been given. We should look into it first 
and shall then decide. ‘ I am sorry that Mr. Bose is silent on the point. 
These are matters of facts and should be decided on such proofs and not 
on sentiment alone. 

Rai ABINA8H CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: It is sheer mad- 
ness to attempt to arrive at a definite conclusion by the way in which 
we have been debating <tver this matter. Tn the first place, may I 
inquire of my friends who strictly observe this purdah system that if 
their ladies can, observing strict purdah , go to the places of pilgrimage 
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and visit the temples and do everything regarding worship in the temples 
before men, will it stand in the way ot these very ladies if they go to 
the polling booths and record their votes? 1 do not think so. The 
difficulties which have been put forward are all sentimental and theore- 
tical. There are 00 lakhs of men in Bengal who have got the franchise; 
of them 40 lakhs are illiterate; if it can be managed to record their votes, 
it will not at all be difficult to have the votes recorded of these ladies 
who w r ant to have^their votes so recorded. Another thing that has 
stnick me very much is tin*. We are presuming that if a woman be a 
voter she will be a candidate foi a seat in the Council. But that is not 
a fact. The rules of the Council would not allow that. What Mr. 
Bose has proposed is a change in section 7, only for the purpose of allow- 
ing women to have the right of votes. But the rule which prohibits 
woman from taking her seat in the Council will not be affected by the 
amendment pioposed by Mi. Bose. 1 or the next 10 years a woman can- 
not sit in the Council. Secondly, I find it lias also been said that the num- 
ber of votes w ill be very great, but I think that the number cannot but be 
\ery small because women have to qualify for votes and must pay road- 
• cess or municipal oi ehaukulan tax and the number of women who pay 
such taxes and rates in Bengal is very small indeed. So there is no feai 
that the number of women voters will be very great. So 1 appeal to the 
House to take into consideration all these facts and not discuss theore- 
tical difficulties. Let us be practical. Only the other day when I was 
having a talk with a European fiiend of mine, be said, “ when will the 
Indians learn t lie principle of give-and-take as regards then women?*' 
He furtlfer said, “at present we have only been taking from them and 
not givingthem anything. Let us now r give them something.” 

Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: I rise to oppose the resolutions on woman 
franchise. I have given my fullest consideration to the question, but 
I am afraid I am unable to see its utility. It. is no question if the 

women want it or not, but the first and foremost o? all it w r ill be 

considered if the franchise will be of any good to the country and the 

human race, and if it is lequired at all. I snv “ no.” The country 

will derive no benefit from it and the Council will not increase in 
efficiency w r ith the votes of women. Then for what purjose this 
franchise is demanded. Is it not to satisfy the vanities of some ladies 
that this question is before the House? We ha\V learnt to imitate the 
vices of European countries and not the virtues. European countries 
and other provinces of India have granted the franchise to women, 
and that is no reason why it should l>e granted in Bengal. We must 
look to the result and utility of the franchise and not follow suit with 
other peoples. The freedom of women has made many European homes 
miserable and unhappy to the extreme, ami they would have turned 
the wheel hack if they could. They have much advanced in their folly 
and nothing less than a revolution will set them right. Time is not 
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far off that the women will be pushed back to their proper sphere when 
the unemployed question will be too acute. In Europe the freedom of 
women came first and the political franchise later on, while in India 
franchise is going to precede the freedom, bringing the same pernicious 
effect in its train. It is said the English were fools in not granting 
franchise to women so long. Sir, they are not fools, but wiser and 
sadder from the experiences of freedom to women and for that reason 
only they were opposing the political franchise to women. Otherwise 
what reason might there have been to deny the franchise to their own 
women by the English who are advocating liberty and equality of 
men for centuries? The English have been now compelled to grant the 
franchise out of dire necessity ensuing from want of capable men. No 
such necessity has arisen in India to allow our women to take parts 
in all spheres of life with men, to the neglect of more important duties 
at home. 


It is said the Arab women fought with their husbands in battle- 
fields. Yes, it was in times of great exigencies when there was a paucity 
of men and on occasions when the country and religion were at great 
stake. But what stakes are we facing now to give our women an oppor- 
tunity and temptation to come out of the sacred zenana and expose 
.themselves to the cruel gaze of men. 

It is a misstatement of facts to say that the women of Arabia voted 
during the election of Khalifas. It is none the less a mistake to say 
that TTazrat Aisha Siddiqua voted for Uazrat Abu Baker in truer sense 
of the word. Voice of Uazrat Aisha, the beloved wife of the Jhophet, 
was a command to the followers of the Prophet and she was expected 
to know more than anybody else the wishes of the Prophet as to who 
would be the first Khalifa in preference to others. She acted rather 
as an arbitrator than as a voter in deciding the then most vital ques- 
tion of Khilafat. 

Much has been said about the birthright of women to franchise, 
hut, Sir, who are men and women to decide on the point? In my opinion 
they are not in any way qualified to pronounce any judgment as to what 
is the birthright of women. It is time and time alone that can give 
the verdict in one way or the other and the time has long, ago, in no 
uncertain terms, chalked out the different spheres of activities of men 
and women and call n birthright or whatever you like. In primitive 
ages men and women were working together in all spheres of life; but 
for social and moral welfare of the human race, spheres of activities 
had been marked out for man and woman, and it was not out of courtesy 
and kindness that the outdoor works were set apart for men and it 
was not a matter of injustice and oppression that women were given to 
rule over the home affairs'. Do you like to change the arrangement 
and march backwards to the primitive ages for a trip to see how men 
and women worked together. Is it progress or a confusion of every 
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thing settled? Force of theory of birthright melts away when tested 
before practical life. 

It is said that women have hands, legs and brains similar to men, 
then is it not the birthright of women, if the word birthright has any 
meaning at all, to take to ploughs and other harder works of life? 
But why they do not claim activities in those spheres is because they are 
not suited to that. Their brains also are not meant for politics or other 
higher subjects. They have got other woiks suited to their constitu- 
tion to devote their brains in. It is said they can make time to deal 
in polities after jH'rforming their home duties. 1 su\ it emphatically 
that a dutiful and res]>onsible woman cannot make time to devote her 
leisure seriously in politics. If she does, it is at the oxjkmiso pf her 
more important duties of home and as a sort of luxury and recreation. 

Is jMditics such a trifling thing of luxury or recreation that it should 
be made the sphere of women as their tempting persuasions? 1 think 
not. 

It is true that many women work hard with men in outdoor affairs. 
But why do the\ so v It is simph to supjdement the earnings of their 
male members who cannot earn sufficient^ to maintain the family. 
Have men proved themselves unfit oi deficient in udministei ing the 
country? Then why do the women offer their uncalled-foi help in the 
matter? Then, Sii, when* is the justification to den\ the franchise 
to women when it is gianted to the dumb duven mass oi the male 
population much infeiioi in rank, intelligence and education to some 
of the holies of the count r\ ? May 1 ask if the franchise lias been 
granted to them only because they are men? 1 say, “ no, nothing of 
the kind.” They represent different conflicting interests, (here are 
producers and consumers, tenants and landlords, labourers and capital- 
ists, and so on. It is onl\ to snfeguaid those interests that the iianchise 
lias been extended to those* unwoithy and unfortunate ones. Now what 
interest has woman different fiom that of man that he cannot and is 
not protecting from time immemorial, that the woman requires a 
special privilege of franchise. 

Bengal is the premiei pro\inee in India and some crocodile* tears 
were shed that Bengal is lagging behind. It is no discredit hut is 
worth the wisdom and foresight of the Bengalis that they aie not 
taking the opportunity of destruction of social and •moral welfare of the 
country by the forelock by granting franchise to women. 

Bengal must lag behind in this matter it she wants to keep her 
jK)sition as the premier piovinee of India. The very fact that Bengal 
has not taken the lead is a matter of senous consideration for those 
who advocate the cause of the ladies from utopia of imagination. 

The ladies have come to remove our prejudices. Look at your own 
person. You hold your pen and the sword with the right hand, is it 
from prejudice that the left hand is not given the privileges of the 
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right hand? No, it is not so. It is convenience and wise policy of 
distribution of work that make this differential treatment. Similarly, 
the men and women are right and left hands of that intellectual Being 
who manifests Himself through mankind. The left hand is not used 
for the works of the right hand unless the right hand is disabled. Are 
our men disabled or degenerated to require the help of women in all 
public affairs? Sir, medical science will be ar me out that brain work 
exhausts the body more than anything else. So the child is not 
expected to get full nourishment either before or after its birth from 
the mother who indulges in politics or other brain works. The woman 
was created primarily for continuance of human race and anything that 
stands in the way of its full realisation must l>e shunned by a dutiful 
and responsible woman. Who has not noticed the pale and emaciated 
figures of average adult lady students of colleges, as if just come from 
gick bed? Do the advocates of child welfare expect healthy children 
from those mothers? I say it cannot he. Then, Sir, a great econo- 
mical question is involved m this matter. If >ou grant this franchise 
\) women to-day, you will not have the justification to deny them 
entering in other departments of administration of the country. With 
what result? Women will shake off subordination to man and the 
unfortunate men will be ousted from those department;-', as women’s 
entry will be easier fiom their ]K*rsuasive character, and starvation will 
glare at the face of many men’s families. 

So we should take lesson from the baneful result of women franchise 
in other countries and it should be an eye-opener to us all for serious 
consideration before we adopt it. 

1 apj>eal to you all to consider the matter over again and not allow 
yoursehes to be swayed hv any sentiment, and pave the way to social 
and moral destruction of the country by granting franchise to women. 

With these few words, I strongly oppose the resolutions. 

Babu 8AILAJA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI: Sir, at the outset I 
had no intention to address you on the question before the House. 
Things have since taken such a course that 1 think 1 shall fail in my 
duty if 1 were to record merely a silent vote. 

In these days of democracy, it is no wonder that some of our women 
who have discarded the time-honoured traditions of the East and have 
taken to the Western mode of living will aspire to share with us all 
the privileges of the Reforms. However patriotic their desires may be, 
1 regret, 1 cannot lend my support to the resolution of Mr. S. M. 
Bose. I oppose it because it is premature, because its utility has yet 
to lie proved and because it is not expedient. Much has been made of 
thft meetings held in Calcutta and elsewhere where resolutions demand- 
ing the right of women to vote and requesting the Council to accord 
its support were passed. Sir, I would like to be enlightened if they 
represent the views of the orthodox communities or at least the majority 
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of women in Bengal It appears that this demand has been engineered 
by a few women who have no touch with the mass of their countrymen, 
who have no authority to sj>eak on their behalf and who do not or care 
not to inquire into the affairs of the poorer community? If they had 
the courage to approach t lie women of Bengal, they would have been 
surprised to find how they still cherish those very ideals which their 
respectable sisters had thought fit to cast away, — they would have been 
fold before their very faces not to disturb their existing social fabric 
which they prize so much. 

Sir, reference has l>een made about the women’s franchise in Bombay 
and Madras. But I tall to find how it can be logical to draw an analogy 
in these dissimilar cases. 1 may here ]x>int out that only the other 
day England, the mother of all parliamentary institutions, the cradle 
of freedom, granted this privilege to her women after a strenuous fight 
undei exceptional circumstances. It remains yet to be seen how the 
English women exercise their newh acquired right and what would be 
its benefits. (Vrtainly it will be sheer madness to draw comparison with 
England considering the state ot literacy prevailing there. France, 
^Germany. Belgium, Italy have not extended the right to theii women. 
Are the women of these countries less woith\ than the women of Britain 
because they have no right to vote? Take the instance of Japan. Do 
the women there enjoy this right? Did that, stand in the way of her 
national development? Surely it did not prevent her to achieve the 
proud position as queen of the Pacific. Sir, should I remind the House 
that we oursel\es ha\e got to prove before the great British nation our 
own competency to exercise this very right. ITow on the face of this 
can we consistently think of extending it to our women when they have 
not shown any inclination to exercise even the municijwd franchise? 
I wonder how we can go against the findings of the Soiithborough 
Committee when we are barely a year old? I fail to find out the real 
state of affairs and circumstances that would justify us to amend the 
finding oi that august body. Aie we to lie guided by fair faces and 
sentiments ? 

Sir, I submit it is an axiom that legislators in legislating should 
guide themselves directly by considerations of utility and exi>edienoy. 
We have to consider in our decision over the question whether the 
State would or w'ould not suffer if the right is denhM. I humbly submit 
that acting on the above principle one will at once find that it ib not 
necessaiy under the present circumstances. I would like to inquire if 
this will drive malaria, if this will prevent epidemics, if this will stop 
famines. I find no benefit to come out of it except helping a parti- 
cular class to obtain power and position through the influence of their 
women. 

Sir, it is a question affecting the very foundation of our old dear 
Hindu society and must accordingly be dealt with. I am confident the 

e 2 
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House will rise to the height of the occasion and reject the resolution 
by a vast majority. 

The PRESIDENT: I think I have now come to the end of the 
H]>eerhes and 1 take it that there is no other member who wants to 
speak, and‘1, accordingly, call on Mr. Bose to reply. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: Sii, 1 shall try to be very brief. There seems to 
be a common impression that it women be given the vote, they can be 
elected to the Council. That is not so. Rule 7 of the Electoral Rules 
only deals with those who can vote. Rule 5 provides distinct quali- 
fications for those who can stand. And one of these is that candidate 
must not be a woman. Neither rule 5 nor any of the rules can be in 
any way altered for the next ten years, with the sole exception of sex- 
disqualification for a voter. The Report of the Joint Select Committee 
on the Government of India Bill, which was accepted by parliament, 
lavs down that the franchise, as settled by the rules, is not to be altered 
for the first ten years, and that the recommendation about woman 
su If ia ge in rule 7 is to he regarded as altogether an exception. So m\ 0 
friends can rest assured that acceptance of this resolution will not mean 
that women will he able to capture seats in the Council. From what 
I have said it w ill appear that there are grave doubts as to whether 
the amendments proposing a university test can he legally given effect 
to. For, as the llon’hle Sir Henry Wheeler has pointed out, this will 
have the effect of narrowing the qualification for women. This Council 
has no power to add or alter any qualification of a voter as* provided 
in tlie rules, except as above. The Joint Select Committee Report says 
qlearlv that it should he at present outside the jxiwer of the Council 
to make any alteration in the franchise. Further, apart from the legal 
objection, these amendments, as many members have already pointed 
out, lay an undue stress on unhersih examination. There are many 
Hindu and Muhammadan women who, though in the purdah yet, are 
highh educated. Again, it is not tail* that the education test which is 
not imposed on men should be imposed on women. 

Then, it has been urged that there is no general desire on the part 
of women to get the vote. That is not so. I have already spoken of 
the large number of meetings attended by orthodox ladies. There 
was a remarkable meeting in Calcutta of zenana Muhammadan ladies 
presided over by a begum shahiba. Then the other day there was an 
important meeting convened by the Women Graduates’ Association, 
attended by Hindu, Muhammadan and European ladies, where a resolu- 
tion asking for the franchise was passed. I submit that the point is 
not whether the majority of women want the vote. This objection 
suits the bureaucrat and not the po pular representative. 

I have not the time to deal in detail with the speeches of those who 
opposed. My task is rather easy, as the majority of speakers support 
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me and as the opposition has made a very poor show. Thfs is only to 
be expected as reason, logic, and sentiment are all on my side. Mr. 
Nasim Ali, who may he taken as typifying the opi>osition, has 
made a violent and, in my opinion, a totally irrelevant s]>eoch, and 1 
wa$ glad to see how effectively he was crushed by MauJvi Fazl-ul liaq. 
Bluster and appeal to passion and prejudice cannot prevail u gainst 
truth and justice. Whoever wanted that the women he dragged out • 
of the purdali? Mr. Nasim Ali opposes women franchise because then 
there will be latf\ -magistrates and lady-subjudges. Sir, 1 may be 
pardoned if I fail to understand the cogency or the relevancy of this 
argument. Some speakers have expressed full sympathy with the 
principle of woman suffrage but point to practical ditlieulties. 1 wish 
to remind them again that all we have got to do now is to accept the 
principle. So I want more than their lip-sympathy — I want Ilnur 
vote*. My fiiend Dr. Suhrawardy, after expressing deep sympathy 
flippantly remarked that he would not vote for me as some body else 
has entertained him. Sir, this is a sample of the illogical arguments 
advanced against me. 1 implore the members here to set aside levity 
for the moment and seriously consider the mattei 

'then it is said that women do not deserve the vote. But franchise 
is a thing which if \ou grant to the undeserved will make them deserve 
it soon. Further what right have we to deny it even if theie be only 
a handful of women who want it? I wish to impress, with all the earnest- 
ness I can command, the fact that this is only a permissive measure, 
and if some women do not want the vote they need not he put on the 
clectojsd rolls at all. and they are not compelled to vote. Then it is 
said most women will not exercise the franekhse if granted. Even 
if that be so, this does not hurt any body. It is well known that even 
in advanced countries only a small proportion of the ejectors vote. 

I am not competent to discuss the question that this pnyxisal is 
opposed to the precepts of Islam. To my mind the matter had been 
settled beyond all dispute by the eloquent speech of Mnulvi Fazl-ul Haq. 

I am loth to believe that this great roligion, which for the first time 
proclaimed w ith a trumpet-voice the piineiple of absolute equality and 
gave an independent status to women, has laid down anything not in 
accord with the spirit of my resolution. The voice of Mnulvi Fazl-ul 
Haq, which so passionately defended the great 1‘aith to which he 
belongs from calumny, is still ringing in our ears. May I not join my 
voice with his and plead that our mothers, sisters, wives and daughters 
may be accorded the same privilege which was claimed and exercised 
by the revered wife of the great Founder of Islam? 

I now turn to the amendment projx>sed by the Kumar. It shirks 
the question brought forward by me, viz.— ©o you or do you not approve 
of the principle that so far as the vote is concerned, man and woman 
should stand on exactly the same footing? The Kumar dares not face 
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tins question fairly and squarely and seeks to hide behind a committee. 

A committee cannot decide the question of a principle for u>. Every 
one of us has judgment and can sav whether he accepts it or not. He 
cannot possibly bind himself to what a committee will decide for him 
on this matter. Then the Kumar seeks to justify his amendment on 
the ground that very few res]>eetable orthodox ladies will get the vote, 
that this will be only for the benefit of a few ladies who have adopted 
Westein customs and that they will be swamped b\ a crowd of women 
of loose virtues. He has dwelt of piactical difficulties overlooking the 
facts that we can only express our opinion on the principle. Further 
he has overlooked the second part of the resolution. 1 want the Govern- 
ment to frame regulations with due regard to, the habits and customs 
of our women. 1 have no doubt that, if my resolution be accepted, the 
Government will appoint a small advisory committee. I maintain 
that if the rules are pro]>erly framed all our ladies will he enabled to 
\ot(* without any shock to their feeling or to those of their relatives. 

As a matter of fact the Kumar and the party lie represents are 
vealh anxious to deny women their elementary rights. This cry of 
public women getting the vote has been put forward to (loud the real „ 
issue b\ raising a false issue. 1 trust that this ingenious attempt to 
side-hack the main question will be defeated. So 1 do not propose to 
waste the lime of the Council by dealing at length with this false issue. 
The danger that he apprehends about respectable women voters being 
swamped b\ the women of the town is unfounded, and has been brought 
in to create prejudice. There are about 2d millions of women m Bengal 
and a very large number of them own properties in the shajxuof land, 
business, houses and Government papers; and so on the existing basis 
of qualification the\ will be entitled to vote. It is to be renieml>ered 
that anybody who pays municipal tax of Re. 1-8 per \ ear or road cess 
or union rates over one rujiee or any income-tax is entitled to a vote. 
We know what a large amount of Government securities is held by 
women who thus pa\ the income-tax. So it is apparent that a very 
large proportion of the 2*1 millions of women is qualified on this basis. 
Can it he denied that on 1\ an infinitesimal pro]>oition of these 2d millions 
belong to the unfortunate class ? Further, it will he for the Govern- 
ment to see whether the danger apprehended is a real one and if so 
whether regulations cannot be trained to obviate this. 

Sir, let me here appeal to t he European members not to remain 
indifferent in this matter which affects the rights of all women — Hindus, 
Muhammadans and Christians. In the past Europeans have materially 
helped Indian progress and I have no doubt that the European members 
here, though they have remained silent, will by their action show* how 
they value freedom and justice. 

1 hope that the attempt of the party of reaction to deny the just claim 
of women will be defeated. Let us frankly say whether it is our desire 
that they should have the vote. May I remind the members of this 
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Council that they are the sole and supreme judge in this matter and 
that from their verdict there is no appeal? So I earnestly request them 
to consider the matter calmly and dispassionately. I ask them if it is 
in accord with their sense oi justice that some women should not be 
allowed to vote, because theie may l>e others who may not wish to 
vote? lliere is a general feeling all over the country that women 
franchise should he recognised. Both wings of the ]Kipulur party have 
recognised the justjee of the claim. Shall it he said that we who claim 
to represent the people are out of touch with their feeling? One word 
more and l have done. The days of autocracy are numbered — whether 
it he the autocracy of the white, the Brahmin or the male. The jmrty 
oi reaction would stand in the way of national progress and her seeking 
to stem the tide which will inevitably sweep them away. 1 have 
even hoj>e that this resolution will he passed. But if we lose, defeat 
will not dismay iis. Tin* force of nature, the force of time— as the 
Ilon’hle Sir Suremlra Nath Banerjea has said — are with us. The Uittle 
of freedom will j>o on until success crowns our effort. There can be 
no halt, no retreat; for, “ lie has sounded forth the trumpet, that shall 
• ne\er call retreat 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Before the motions on the 
female suffrage aie put to vote, 1 would pray the Ilon’hle Member for 
the Government to inform the House, whether if the motion of Mr. S. 
M. Bose is accepted by the House in its entirety, the Government 
would he in a position to exclude any class of women, c.<r/., public 
women, horn being electors, by its power of framing regulations under 
the Electoral Rules. 

The PRE8IDENT: 1 do not know if the Ilon’hle Sir Henry Wheeler 
would like to give an answer to this point. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: 1 am not prepared to give a 
legal opinion off-hand. I have already explained to the Council that 
the proviso to Electoral Rule 7 enacts that subject to a resolution of 
the Council to that effect, Government shall flame regulations providing 
for. the enfranchisement of women or a class of women. I have also 
explained to the Council that there is some legal doubt as to what 
precisely is meant by the phiase “class of womeit” : but assuming that 
regulations are framed, I know of nothing in the rules which will 
permit of the exclusion of women who fulfil the qualifications laid down 
therein . 

The PRE8IDENT : In view of the fact that the House is practically 
divided on the one question, namely, franchise or no franchise, I think 
it desirable to put the original motion first, namely, that of Mr. S. M. 
Bose. 
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The original motion was then put and a division taken 
following result : — 


AYE8. 


with the 


Ahmod, Maulvi Yakuinuddin. 

Ali, Maulvi A. H. M. Wazir. 

Ali. Mr. 8yod Erfan. 

Bansrjea, the Hon'ble Sir Surendra Nath. 
Banerjeo, Rai Bahadur Aoinash Chandra. 
Barton, Mr. H. 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Bose, Mr S. M. 

Charmakar, Babu Rasik Chandra. 

Das, Mr. S. R. 

Das Gupta, Babu Nibaran Chandra. 

De, Babu Famndralal. 

Dutt, Mr. Ajoy Chunder. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhushan. 

Faroqui, K. C. M. 

Chose, Mr. n. C. 

Cordon, Mr. A. D. 

Haq, Maulvi A. K. Faxl-ul. 

Khan, Maulvi Md. Raftque Uddin. 


Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

Larmour, Mr. F. A. 

Makramali, Munshi. 

McKenzie, Mr. D. P. 

Mitter, the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. 

Moitra, Dr. Jatindrfi Nath. 

Mukherji, Professor S. C. 

Mullick, Babu Surendra Nath. 

Raikat, Mr. Prasanna Deb. 

Ray, Babu Bhabendra Chandra. 

| Ray, Rai Bahadur Upendra Lai. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 
Ray Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Babu Jogendra Nath, 
j Roy, Babu Nalmi Nath. 

Roy, Mr. J. E. 

I Stark, Mr. H. A. 


NOES. 


Addy. Babu Amulya Dhone. 

Afzal, Nawabzada K. M. Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddm. 
Ahmed, Maulvi Azaharuddin. 

Ahmed, Maulvi Emaduddin. 

Ahmed, Mr. M. 

Ahmed, Maulvi Raft Uddin. 

Ahmed, Munshi Jafar. 

Aley, Shaikh Mahboob. 

Ali, Maulvi Syed Muksood. 

Alt, Mr. Syed Nasim. 

Ali, Munshi Amir. 

All, Munshi Ayub. 

Arhamuddin, Maulvi Khandakar. 

Azam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamed. 
Barma, Rai Sahib Panohanan. 

Birla, Babu Chaneshyamdas. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Haftzar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Shah Muhammad 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harendranath. 

Chaudhuri, the Hon'ble the Nawab Saiyid 
Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Das, Babu Bhishmadev. 

Donald. Mr. J. 

Doss, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai. 

Frenoh, Mr. F. C. 

Chatak, Rai Sahib Nilmani- 

Chose, Rai Bahadur Jogendra Chunder. 

Hopkyns, Mr. W. S. 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 


Karim, Maulvi Fazlal. 

Kerr, the Hon'ble Mr. J. H. 

Khan, Babu Devendra Lai. 

Khan, Maulvi Hamid-ud-din. 

Khan Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Muhammad Ershad Ali. 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 

| the Hon'ble. 

j Mukharji, Babu Satish Chandra. 

I Mukhopadhaya, Babu sarat Chandra. 

! Mullick, Babu Nirode Behary. 

Nakey, Mirza Muhammad All. 

O’KInealy, Lt.-Col. Frederick. 

O'Malley, Mr. L. S. S, 

Pahlowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Poddar, Babu Keshoram. 

Rauf, Maulvi Shah Abdur. 

Ray, Babu Surendra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. 

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Prosad Singh. 

Roy, Babu Jogendra Krishna. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunish 
Chand-a. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mohan Singh. 
Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh. 

Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath. 
Sarkar, Babu Rishindra Nath. 
Suhrawardy. Dr. A. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. Hassan. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Huseyn Shaheed. 


The Ayes being 37 ami Noes 56, the resolution was lost. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Hnving regard to 
the temper of the House and having regard to the fate of the original 
motion, I beg to withdraw my amendment. 

The PRESIDENT: Tour amendment fails. 

The amendments standing in the names of Babu Annada Charan 
Dutta and Kumar Sliib Shekhareswar Bay were then withdrawn. 
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Financial position of Bengal. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : “This Council recoin, 
mends to the Government that a deputation consisting of the Finance 
Member, one Minister and two non-offic ial members of this Council 
be sent to Simla, as early as possible, to represent to Ilis Excellency 
the Viceroy the special pecuniary difficulties of Bengal and its claim • 
for special consideration and financial help.” 

I do not think the resolution requires any speech from me for its 
support. This is a matter in which there is no difference of opinion. 

It is known to this Council that the Government of Bengal have already 
arranged for a deputation and we are thankful to the Government for 
the favourable consideration shown in this matter. I ho]K\ without 
taking much time from you, the Council will accord its supjxut to this 
resolution, and we hope that the deputation may be successful in its 
noble mission and it will be able to induce the Government of India to 
grant favourable concession for the much-needed relief of Bengal. 

With these woids, I beg to move tins resolution foi the acceptance 
f the Council. 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: Tt is, I think, an ojhmi secret that Govern- 
ment are prepared to accept this resolution and indeed they welcome 
it. The financial position, I need not say, has been a matter of anxious 
concern to u> ever since we took up our duties in January last, and 
some time ago, the Ministers and I agieed that we should go up to 
Simla niter this present session of the Council and represent oui case 
to the authorities theie. When we got notice of this resolution we 
inquired whether His Excellency the V)cero\ would be willing to receive 
a deputation with representatives of the non-oflicial members of this 
Council. The reply we received is favourable and we have accordingly 
made all an angements to stai t foi Simla thedav after to-morrow. In 
these circumstances, I do not think 1 need elaborate the arguments 
which we are going to put foiwaid befoie tin* Government of India. 
This Council does not need any eon\inemg that our claim is just. It 
is the Government of India that we want to convince and we may as 
well reserve our ammunition for them. But 1 may say that a careful 
study of the situation has shown us very clearly that what is wrong 
with us is a simple matter. Cndei the allocation of revenues marie in 
connection with the Reform Scheme, land revenue is t he chief source of 
income in all the provinces. But the land revenue in Bengal is only 
Rs. ‘I rrores, whereas in the other major provinces it is double or more 
than double that sum. Not only that, but in the' other provinces, land 
revenue is capable of expansion and is as a matter of fact exjmnded as 
temporary settlements are made every 20 Ar 00 years. In Bengal, on 
the other hand, the land revenue is inelastic and cannot be expanded 
on account of the .permanent settlement. That, as I have said, is the 
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fundamental defect of the existing: provincial financial settlement so 
far as Bengal is concerned, and it is our business to urge that point 
before the Government of India. 1 have only one modification to 
suggest in the resolution and I am sure it will commend itself to the 
Council. The resolution asks us to take one Minister. We propose 
to take two, namely, Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, who, to use his own 
familiar expression, will press our needs on the Government of India' 
with all the emphasis at his command and Mr. I\ C. Mitter, who, as 
everybody knows, lias made a careful study of this question and whose 
advice and assistance will be of the utmost value to us. We would 
have been glad to take with us the Ilon’ble Nawab Saiyid Nawab All 
Chaudlniri, but as lie has iinjxirtant public engagements in the mufassal, 
he will be unable to come, but there will be two Ministers and two 
non-official members of this Council. We deeply feel our resi>onsibility 
iu this matter, hut we understand our case, and it is a clear case', and 
we shall do our best to make it clear to the Government of India. If, 
as I am certain, this Council passes this resolution, unanimously, we 
shall feel that we have the support of the Council behind us and that 
will greatly encourage us in our task. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: 1 accept the amendment 
that there should be two Ministers. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Salaries of Ministerial Officers. 

Maulvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: The resolution which stands in my 
name, and which 1 commend to the acceptance of the TIouse, runs thus: 
“ This (loune.il recommends to the Government — 

( 7 ) that the initial pay of the ministerial officers in the lower giade 
of the mufassal courts and offices be fixed at Its. 50 rising to 
Rs. 100 in 18 years with an annual increment of Rs. 2 up to 
Rs. 58 and then of Rs. 0 up to Rn. 100; 

( 2 ) that the minimum pav of the upjicr division of the ministerial 
establishment of the mufassal courts and offices be fixed at 
Rs. 120 rising to Rs. 150 with an annual increment of Rs. 5; 

(/i) that the scale , of Rs. SO — 2 — 100 for Sheristadars of the Muu- 
sifs’ Courts in Bengal as proposed in the majority report be 
not agreed to and that these posts be included in the upper 
division scale, viz., Rs. 120 — 5 — 150; 

( 4 ) that the prfiposal of the majority of the Ministerial Officers’ 
Salaries Committee in paragraph 95, page 92, of their Report 
that in the case of the upper division the immediate increase 
should be limited to 50 j>er cent, of the previous pay, be not 
accepted ; 
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( 5 ) tjiat the combined post of the Head Clerk-Translator, Judge's 

Offices (page 92 of the majority report of the Ministerial 
Officers’ Salaries Committee) be equal to the post of the 
Foujdari Head Assistant and the salary be fixed at 
Rs. 175—10—225; 

(6) that the Head Clerks in the Civil Surgeons’ offices should be 

r placed on an equal footing with regard to their pa> and pros- 

pects with the ministerial officers of the upper division (both 
Judicial and Executive) and the other clerks of the same office 
with those of the lower division.” 

The miserable lot of the ministerial officers in our courts is too v\ell 
known to require an\ lengthv sjieech fiom me. Uni Mahendra Clmndia 
Mitra Bahadur m his minority rejiort has shown that taking the 
estimate of Rai Kali Piasanna (ihosh Bahadur as the basis, tlie prices 
of the necessaries of life may hi* fixed at Us. 57-9-0. Tin* majoiity 
report also sa\s this: ” that it will be a serious handicap to efficient 
administration if heads of offices were to wink at illegal earnings out 
of sympathy for needy < le*rks or to feel that tin* smallness ot pay was 
•some partial justification foi malpractices. They have* therefore recom- 
mended in their report that Us. 40 should be the minimum pay.” 

I should think that when they ha\e touched the point of preventing 
the 1 taking ot illegal gratifications, the smallest amount that can be 
granted must lu* Us. 50 as in the minority rcjwut. Uai Mahendra 
Chandra Mitia Bahadur has elearK shown that the* bare necessaries of 
life of a family consisting of four members cannot he met b\ anything 
less than* this amount. In these* circumstances, 1 hnjte the* House* will 
agree to the* minimum wage being- fixed at Us 50. 

The next proposal of mine is about the* upper division of the minis- 
terial establishment. The* ma,)ont\ repui t has fixed (lie* pa\ at Us. 100, 
and 1 have asked foi Us. 120 It is onlv aftei IS years’ hard and ardu- 
ous work that a lower division e-lei k can aspire to get into the* 
upj>er division. At this stage of life he will have* a large faniilv with 
several childien to educate. I have*, therefore, pioposed that the* pay 
of the upi>er division cleiks should be* fixed at Us. 120 rising to Us. 150. 

As regards the* Sheristadars of the MunsifV Courts, the* majority 
report has proposed a pay for them of Us. 80 — 2 — 100 and lias recom- 
mended that the immediate increase in the case , of the upi**i division 
should be limited t<» 50 per cent, of the* previous pay. The* Sheristadars 
have to do many important duties, and it is only natural that they 
should be given a deepen t pay and I have* therefore* proposed that these 
posts be included in the upi**r division scale, viz.,' Us. 120 — 5 — 150. 
Their number will be very few- and T do not think the Council will 
grudge them this small thing. • 

Then as regards the pay of the Head Clerk-Translator, I would say 
that the proposals of the majority report are simply inequitable because 
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the holders of these posts have to do the dual work of both head clerk 
as well as of translator, and so it is only natural that they should get 
more pay. I have therefore proposed that their pay should be fixed at 
Rs. 175—10—225. 

As regards clerks in the Civil Surgeons’ offices, I beg to submit 
that they have to work very hard and it is therefore only natural and 
fair that the Civil Surgeons’ head clerks should be placed on the same 
footing as the upper division clerks and the other clerks of the same 
office as those of the lower division oleiks with a minimum pay of Rs. 50. 

I shall not detain the House any longer. It is a well known fact 
that the clerks supplement their income by doubtful means, and it is 
our primary duty to stop this practice. With these facts and figures before 
me, I have proposed that Rs. 50 should be the minimum pay. 

Babu BHISHMADEV DAS: 111 view of the fact that there are other 
resolutions on the same subject, I do not propose to move' the resolu- 
tion standing in my name. So, I bog leave to withdraw it. 

The following resolution was then, by leave of the Council, with-, 
drawn : “ This Council recommends to the Government — 

(/) that the Sheristadars of Munsifs’ Courts be included in the 
up]>er division in the grade of Rs. 80 — 4 — 140; 

( 2 ) that the starting pay of the lower division clerks (judicial 
side) be fixed at Rs. 50.” 

BabllSURENDRA NATH RAY: Sir, with your permission, I beg 
to move this resolution on behalf of Sir Ashutosh Chaudhuri. The 
resolution which stands in the name of Sir Ashutosh Chaudhuri runs as 
follows: “This Council recommends to the Government that the re- 
presentation, No. 1408 C.C., dated the 3rd August, 1921 , forwarded to 
the Secretary, Financial Department, by the All-Bengal Ministerial 
Officers’ Conference, held at Bhawanipur on the 31st July, 1921, be taken 
into consideration by the Government in determining the pay of the 
(Jerks attached to the district courts and offices, including the offices of 
Divisional Commissioners.” 

You will be pleased to see that this is a very simple resolution. At 
the outset I must say that there is an impression in the minds of a large 
number of ministerial officers that I am opposed to any increment to their 
pay. They forget that it was myself who proposed during the budget 
debate of 1920-21 that a sum of Rs. 10 lakhs be set apart for giving allow r - 
ance to the ministerial officers. My resolution, though opposed by Sir 
Henry Wheeler at the time, was subsequently given effect to by Govern- 
ment and since then the ministerial officers have been getting some allow- 
ance every month. I think, therefore, that the ministerial officers should 



SALARIES UK MINISTERIAL OFFICERS. 


481 


1921 .] 


not consider me as one of their opponents but as one of their firm friends 
who is conscious of their hard lot and who wishes that Government 
should do to them nothing but justice. The resolution 1 am going 1 to 
move is, 1 have already said, a very simple one. 1 am not opposed to 
the conclusions arrived at in the report of Mr. McAlpin and Mr. 
S. N\ Ray or to the minority report of my friend Rai Muhendru Chandra 
Mitra Bahadur. Both the reports show that those who had been entrust- 
ed with the task (^‘ revising the scale of pay of the ministerial oflicers 
entered upon their task not in a half-hearted manner, but with an eye 
to do them real benefit. You cannot, however, satisfy all parties. 
Some of the officers want something more and they consider that their 
individual cases have not been properly considered. 

A very large number of ministerial officers — their number would be 
about (>,000 out oi 10,000 such oflieeis all told — not being quite satisfied 
with the report held a conference at Bhowanipui under the presidency of 
my friend Sir Ashutosh Chaudhuri and submitted their grievances in a 
report to Government. They say that they are unable to leeoncile them- 
selves to the amount of relief suggested in the committee's proposals in 
•general and to ceitain inequalities and anomalies coupled with invidious 
distinctions in particular. They state in their petition to Government 
that the Salaries Committee ought not to have (onsideied the question of 
demand and supply — a fact which was deprecated by the Public Services 
Commission, who had remaiked that the only sate ( riterion for calcu- 
latings the principle of salary was that the Government should pay so 
much and so much only to their employees as is necessary to obtain 
recruits of the right stamp and to maintain them in such a degree of 
comfort and dignity as will shield them from temptation and keep them 
efficient for the terms of their service. These ministerial officers submit 
that their rates of pay in the mufassal are not consistent with the nature 
of the duties and that the principles of increment arc inequitable. They 
submit that the Calcutta offices have received better treatment than the 
mufassal offices both in the hands of Messrs. MeAlpm and S. N. Ray 
and Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. Thc\ regret that the 
Salaries Committee should have considered that the upjier grade clerk 
has a margin of profit for luxuries. 1 may say from my own knowledge 
and experience that lliis is not a correct estimate of the financial con- 
dition of tin' upper grade eleiks These ministerial officers further 
state in theii representation as one of their grievances that the Salaries 
Committee have exceeded the standard of percentage fixed by them 
and have recommended special inmease for some offices, such as, the 
office of the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta; Inspector-General of 
Police, Bengal; Director of Public Health; Municipal Magistrate, 
Calcutta; and have raised the posts of Rs. 100 and 125 to the level of 
higher posts on Rs. 150 and Rs. 175 and then given the percentage of 
increase or have given special percentage. [See paragraph 17 of the 
report of the Conference.] 
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1 would now quote only a short passage from their petition to 
illustrate my remarks. Let me quote paragraph 15 of the report of 
their conference : — 

The result Will be that a district office clerk on Rs. 80 with 4 years’ service 
in the upper division will now have Its. 90 as his initial pay — a pay which he has 
already been drawing since April, 1920 when Go\ eminent was pleased to sanction 
the ml intvnm allowance to afford partial relief, while a clerk of the same grade 
in the offices named above will at once get Rs. 145 or Its. 130 or Rs. 120 or Rs. 116, 
as the case may he, although both are on the same footing, in respect of pay, 
service and responsibility. Again a clerk of a district office now on Rs. 100 having 
10 years’ service m the upper division will have Rs 120 only, whereas his fortunate 
brethren of the Police Commissioner’s Office or Calcutta Collcctoratc or some 
other similar office, who are on the same footing m all respects, will immediately 
get Rs 150 or Rs 160 or Rs. 175 or Rs 200 or Rs. 225 The Salaries Committee 
have suggested that their recommendations are based chiefly on economic conditions. 
It so, this Conference fails to understand on what ground the district office clerks 
on Rs 80, Rs. 1(X) and Rs 125 ha\e mot with a differential treatment. 

These ministerial officers, as you will lie pleased to see, further 
submit that even in the minority report same consideration has not 
been shown to the Superintendents and Sheristadars of the district 
courts as has been shown to the Head Assistants and other assistants 
in the office of the Tnspeetoi Opium al of Police or attached offices. 

T shall quote from paragraph 22, page 14 of the Conference report, 
to show what the recommendations of the Salaries Committee are: — 

It is also regrettable that Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur did not, in 
his Note of Dissent, show the same consideration to the Superintendents and 
Sheristadars as he appears to have shewn to the Head Assistants or other 
assistants of the attached oflites r </., he has proposed Rs. 250 — 15 — 32b for the 
Superintendent or Sheristadais while for similar posts or for posts of much lower 
rank m the otliei offices lie lias not only proposed higher pay hut also suggested the 
reduction of period of increments For instance the pay of an ordinary assistant 
on Rs. 200 in the office of the Inspector-General of Police has been raised by the 
nmjorit\ report of the Salaries Committee to Rs 250 — 25 — 300 while the Rai Bahadur 
lias proposed Rs 275 — 25 — 350, the period of increments being 2 and 3 years respec- 
tively, ns against 5 years in the case of a Superintendent or Sheristndar 

Then the next passage I want to quote from this report is as regards 
the pay of Superintendent of Political Pensions- — 

There is n special office at Alipore known as the office of the Superintendent 
of Political Pensions, the cost of maintaining which is met from Imperial revenues. 

The Collector of the 24-Parganas controls it e.r-officio. It consists of 3 clerks, one 
ot whom is an Urdu-knowing Munshi. It will be found from page 75 of the 
Committee’s report that the Head Assistant of that office has been disallowed the 
ordinary town allowance, a concession allowed to all clerks at Alipore. Sealdah 
and Hotvrnb 

Then this report points out certain incongruities in the proposals 
of the Salaries Committee which you will he pleased to find in paragraph 
29, page IT of their report. 'They say: — 

Apart from the fact that the scales of pay recommended by the Salaries 
Committee for all grades are quite disappointing and inadequate, there are certain 



1921 .] 


SALARIES OF MINISTERIAL OFFICERS. 


483 


incongruities in their proposals which should not in fairness be allowed to Bland. 
The Committee appear to have proposed a post on Rs. 250 — 10 — 300 and another on 
Rs. 200 — 10 — 250 for Commissioners’ offices in Western Bengal. In Eastern Bengal 
the post, corresponding to that of Rs. 200—10—250 is Rs 175 — 5— 2Q& There is no 
reason for this inequality These inequalities and anomalies should m the 

opinion of the Conference be removed. 

Again we find that the Salaries Committee have treated the staff • 
of the office of the Deputy Inspector-General of Police as a separate 
cadre, though it •has so long been* in a combined cadre with the staff 
of tile office of the Inspector-General of Police, Bengal. This will ho 
found in paragraph 31, page 20 of their ipport. 

My resolution, as will be seen, is a very simple one. It simply asks 
Government to take into their consideration the report of the All-Bengal 
Ministerial Officers’ Conference in determining tin* pay of the clerks 
attained to the District Comts including the offices attached to the Divi- 
sional Commissioners. Therepoit is < mu bed not in a carping, fault-find- 
ing spirit. The report simply presents the grievances of poor ministerial 
officers to Government. Theirs is the short and simple annals of the 
poor. Government have given satisfaction to all their officers by grant- 
ing them increments in some instances beyond tlieii expectation. This is 
the first real attempt, I may say, to giapple with the question of the pay 
of ministerial officers after more than half a cent in y and I hope that 
Government will be equal to the occasion 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA MUKHARJI : I have got a resolution 
on the same subject. May I speak on both? 

The PRESIDENT: Yon; but vim must tuovo yours formally. 

Babu 8ATISH CHANDRA MUKHARJI: l beg to mo\e the two 
resolutions that stand against my name. They are Nos 2b and 32 Re- 
solution No. 2b runs thus: — “ This Council leeommonds to the Govern- 
ment that the majority report of (Rai Maliendru Chandra Mitra Bahadur, 

M . \ . , u.L., M.n ( A, of the Committee appointed to advise Government on 
the revision of pay of permanent ministerial officers and menials he 
adopted by Government ” 

Resolution No. 32 runs thus: — “ This Council recommends to the 
Government that the posts of t he Nazirs and Sbeiisfadars of nmfassal 
civil courts he kept on the same pav as before.” • 

The last resolution is rather a sort of compromise because T accept 
the minority report of Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur with that 
modification. It goes without saying that the reports in the press and 
several public meetings show in unmistakable terms, that the majority 
report of the Committee did not give satisfaction. The reason for this 
is traceable in my opinion to the personnel of the Committee. The 
Committee consisted of three members: Mr. MeAlpin, Mr. S. N. Ray 
and Rai Maliendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. The first two gentlemen 
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belong to the Executive side of the service. It would be seen that not 
a single member of the Judicial service was taken in on the Committee. 
The result was — and I am constrained to remark so — that the cases of 
those w r ho belong to the Judicial side had not been properly considered. 
It would have given satisfaction, if a member representing the Minister- 
ial Services were taken on the Committee. The result would have been 
that the view-point of those clerks would have been more ably placed 
before the Committee at the time of deliberations. It seems to me that 
this drawback, namely, the omission of a member belonging to the 
judicial branch of the service and a representative of the clerks, was 
itself sufficient to cause dissatisfaction Another reason why the major- 
ity report has not given satisfaction is that the necessity of the class from 
which the clerks are drawn was not considered and recognised by the 
Committee. Except the Rai Bahadur, neither Mr. McAlpin nor Mr. Ray 
could be expected to represent the interests of the middle class people 
from whom the clerks aie recruited and it is, therefore, I make hold to 
say, that the majority report has not given satisfaction. The Rai 
Bahadur, himself belonging to the middle-class, is quite competent to 
represent their wants and grievances. Therefore, I urge that his report 
ought to bo accepted. 

But what is the difference between majority and minority reports. 
Fancy the number of people involved in this — a huge number. The 
majority say that the increase in cost will be Rs. 41 J lakhs, while the 
Rai Bahadur says that the increase according to his report would be 
Rs. GOJ lakhs. The difference is only Rs. 20 lakhs. Now the Rai 
Bahadur tells us that as a matter of fact in actual practice this s'lim will 
not he required. The amount provided in this year’s budget will suffice 
for the increase even if we accepted the Rai Bahadur’s report. Next 
year there w ill be increase in the recurring expenditure. 1 wish that the 
Finance Member will be successful in hi* mission to Simla and that 
funds will be pi ovided for this extra expenditure. 

The reason for the difference between the majority and minority 
reports is this. The majority say that the economic rule of demand and 
supply ought to govern this case, but, with the greatest respect to the 
gentleman, T must say that this is a fallacious argument. Why should 
you bring in the doctrine of the demand and supply when the Govern- 
ment hold the monopoly in respect of this matter? Government ought 
to say that this principle cannot apply to this body of men who are 
w hole-time servant s and who have no secondary means of supplementing 
their income. It behoves Government to see that this body of men 
should live in decent comfort and should be above want. Another 
dictum has been laid down in the majority report that Government ought 
not to hear the whole of the increase in the cost of living. My sub- 
mission is that it is a dangerous doctrine to lay down by Government. 
These clerks are not responsible for the war. I do not appreciate the 
reason which commended itself to the majority that the whole cost of 
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living would not be borne by Government . Who else will bear it P Can 
these poor clerks bear this high cost of living P I fail to understand how 
the majority report could say that a certain share of the cost of living 
should be borne by the clerks who have admittedly no margin for 
luxuries and are on the verge of starvation. The majority report ignores 
the actual conditions prevalent in the country. Everybody knows to 
what extent the prices have gone up. The Rai Rahadur tells us that 
according to his computation the cost of living has increased by about 
100 per cent. I believe that he is nearer the mark. Therefore, my sub- 
mission is that the increase granted by the majority report is insufficient 
because as a matter of fact they have failed to take into consideration 
the actual increase in the cost of living. They have cited some false 
analogies. They refei to the jail figuies which as a rule do not afford 
a true and correct guide. Government buy wholesale and these poor 
clerks purchase at retail rates. That makes a good deal ns regards the 
price. The 00 per cent, increase mentioned in the majority report is 
vitiated by the fact that they have not taken into consideration the retail 
prices. It is the retail prices that ought to be taken into consideration 
,in finding the actual increase in the cost of living. The men whom you 
are going to benefit buy then' things at retail rates and not at whole- 
sale rates. This fact vitiates the conclusions of the majority report. 

Then, a great difference centres round the minimum wage. According 
to the majority report it ought to be Rs 40, whereas according to the Rai 
Bahadur’s it ought to be Rs. 50. Now, the bill of cost as laid down 
by the majority report is purely amusing. I am quite sure that this 
frame of blind discloses colossal ignorance on the part of those gentle- 
men who wrote the majority report about the actual conditions of the 
life of the middle class people 1 daresay that* the Council knows well 
that every man has at least got five members to support in his house. I 
ask— Is Rs. 40 sufficient foi fi\e persons P I think that the answer is 
emphatically in the negative. The majority report asserts that Rs. 40 
is quite sufficient in these days. The Commissioners of Divisions, who 
are all men of e.vpciienee, men who have spent all their lives in India, who 
have come in contact with all sorts of persons, T submit, are in a 
better position than those two gentlemen to say whut ought to be the 
minimum wage. In the \eai 1 90S the Commissioner said that Rs. 50 
should be the minimum, and they accepted, with the greatest reluc- 
tance in 1908, the minimum wage of Rs 30. Now consider the posi- 
tion of India of 1908 with India of 1921. Is an increment of Rs. 10 
sufficient? Surely if an increment of Rs. 10 was considered sufficient 
then, the House will agree that it is a most inadequate increase that could 
be thought of now. In these circumstances, it is my firm conviction that 
the minimum pav of Rs. 50 suggested by the Rai Bahadur will not 
relieve the poor clerks in the matter of their initial pay because of the 
high cost of living. Even the Rai Bahadur accepts this with the 
greatest reluctance on account of the financial condition of the country. 


V 
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Government consider that Rs. 40 is sufficient to keep these clerks; but 
it is not so in these hard days; if they do persist in this minimum the 
result will be that efficiency, which everyone desires in every service, 
will suffer. My submission is that the Rai Bahadur’s suggestion ought 
to be accepted. 

I would say one word with regard to the efficiency bar. This effi- 
ciency bar places the clerk at the mercy of both the sheristadar and the 
district officer; therefore, the less the efficiency brr is observed, the 
better for the paities concerned. 1 should observe that this bar ought 
to 1>» removed altogether in the case of the lower division, and only 
one efficiency bar retained in the case of the upper division. 

Then as regards the second resolution. In this matter I would 
say that the (Committee is guilty of inconsistency; both the minority 
and the majority reports have told us that the conditions of services are 
beyond the Ncope of their reference. 

We were told on the highest authority when we considered the reso- 
lution on the pay of the ministers that, it is a question of status and 
lank. As regards the sheristadar and nazir, before the constitution of 
this Committee, these two officers used to get the same pay; now a 
change is suggested, and the sheristadar is to get a higher pay. The 
tiazir’s work is more onerous than the sheristadar’ s ; and yet they have 
suggested less pa\ in his ease than the slieristadar’s, and the nazir’s 
office is made less attractive than that of the sheristadar. In the pre- 
vious Salaries’ Committee in 1905-06 in which the High Court was con- 
sulted, and the members of which toured throughout Bengal, they came 
to the conclusion that the pay of these two officers should he on the same 
footing. I submit that no case has been made out by tbe Committee 
for a departure from the position adopted at that time. I request 
Government to take into consideration that fact : for reasons best known 
to the Committee, only a few judicial officers were consulted in the 
present ease; therefore, as a matter of fact, no case lias been made out. 

1 W'ould like to say as regards the first resolution, that the pay of 

the Head Clerk in the District Judge’s office should be on the same 

footing as that of the Head Assistant of the District Magistrate’s 

office. I may tell you that this difference in treatment between the 

executive and judicial side is solely due to the fact that there was no 
one on the Committee to watch the interests of the clerks on the judi- 
cial side; the position of the head clerk on the judicial side is not worse 
than that of the head clerk on the executive side: the former is in 
charge of the correspondence, in charge of the returns, the custodian 
of original wills, in charge of the library, and he is the confidential 
clerk of the District Judge; whereas on the executive side there are 
two or three persons to carry out all this work. There is a separate 
librarian and a confidential clerk attached to the Collector. In this 
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man, the work of two or three persons is combined, and still no con- 
sideration is paid to him. In certain districts in Bengal, for instance, 
Hooghlv and Howrah, no consideration is paid to the head clerk, who 
looks after the work of two districts. My snbmsision is that there is 
a very strong case made out that the minority report of Rai Mahendra 
Chandra Mitra Bahadar should be accepted. 

Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN being absent, the following motion 
standing in his nftme was deemed to be withdrawn : “This Council 
recommends to the Government to give full effect to the minority 
report of Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur in regard to the revi- 
sion of pay of the permanent ministerial officers and menials in Bengal.” 

Dr. HAS8AN SUHRAWARDY being absent, the following motion 
standing in his name was deemed to be withdrawn: “This Council 
recommends to the Government that the general principle of increased 
rate of pay and allowances recommended by the minority report of the 
Ministerial Officers’ Salaries Committee be accepted.” 

. The PRESIDENT Items ><> and W are \i\enWen\ to tW ones already 
moved; T call on Balm Iiulu Bhushan Dutta to move item No. 31. 

Balm Tndu Bhushan Dntta nuned, bv the way of amendment, “that 
the following be added at the end of motion No. 20, namely: — 

Subject to the following modifications, namely: — 

(71 That the lower division clerks in the offices oi Magistrate- 
* Collectors, District Judges, Superintendents of Police and 
Public Works Department be recommended to be allowed 
the following scale of pay, viz., Rs. 35—40 — 50 — 3 —110 — 
f>—l ‘JO with efficiency bar at Rs. 05; 

\2) that the following general scale of pay, viz., Rs. 120 — 5 — 150 
be recommended to be allowed to the clerks in the upper 
division, in place of the following, suggested by Rai Mahen- 
dra Chandra Mitra Bahadur viz., Rs. 100 — 5 — 150 for execu- 
tive offices, Rs. 100 — 4—120 and Rs. 100 — 5 — 150 for judi- 
cial office*, Rs. 110— 4— 130 for the Public Works Depart- 
ment and Rs 100 — 4 — 120 for the* Police Department ; 

(,‘D that in the scale of pay, viz., Rs. 150—5—200 proposed by 
Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur, for translators of 
Judges’ Courts, the following appointments he included, 
(a) all collectorate accountants and eollectorate head clerks 
of East Bengal districts, (h) all collectorate treasurers, 
( c ) all first correspondence clerks of the Public Works 
Depai tment and head clerks of Police offices, (d) three 
assistants on Rs. 125 of West Bengal and four assistants on 
Rs. 100 in the Commissioners’ offices; 

F 2 
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(4) that the nazir o i tbe judicial offices, head assistants or Magis- 

trate’s head clerks be recommended to be allowed a scale of 
pay at the rate of Rs. 200 — 10 — 250 ; 

(5) that sheristadars or superintendents of the Executive and 

Judicial offices, sheristadars and revenue assistants of Com- 
missioners' offices and head assistants of the Public Works 
Department be recommended to be allowed a scale of pay 
at Rs. 275 — 25 — 350 ; 

(6‘) that the pay of stenographers in the offices of the Board of 
Revenue, Inspector -General of Police and Director of Public 
Instruction be recommended to be not less than that pro- 
posed for the stenographers to Under-Secretaries and Secre- 
taries to Government; and 

(7) that the maximum of the grade pay of the head assistants of 
offices of heads of departments, when direct recruitment of 
assistants (with qualifications similar to those required for 
candidates for the subordinate executive service) is made 
in the upper division, be recommended to be not less than 
Rs. 400 per mensem. ' 

First of all, 1 must congratulate Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra 
Bahadur for the very able and sympathetic manner in which he has 
reviewed the whole question in his minority repoit; but unfortunately, 
financial stringency and financial difficulties have made the Rai Bahadur 
out down the scale of the mufassal clerks to the lowest minimum. 

The Salaries Committee was authorised to visit mufassal areas, but 
it is curious that they did not do so. I believe, that is the reason why 
the mufassal officers have been dealt with so unsympathetically in 
the majority report. In this repoit the expenses of Calcutta have been 
talked about a great deal, and everybody is undei tbe impression that 
Calcutta is more expensive, and that the mufassal is cheaper in com- 
parison. T may point out that barring house rent, all other things are 
dearer in the mufasal than in Calcutta, especially articles like cloth 
and various other articles that have to be brought from Calcutta. 
Therefore, in my amendment, I have suggested some changes which 
will be necessary for the mufassal staff. 

I suppose it is in the fitness of things that the demand for a living 
wage made by the ministerial establishment can be so cavaliarly treated 
and called “extravagant demands” by the two signatories of the majo- 
rity report — themselves members of one of thq Imperial Services — who 
have been fortunate enough in getting another increase over the already 
extravagant increase sanctioned to them less than a couple of years ago. 
It seems a strange irony of fate that when the Imperial and Provincial 
Service men are able to get large increase of pay, with retrospective 
effect into the bargain, the case of the poor clerks, who have the same 
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social status as the Provincial Service men in Bengal and as the Imperial 
Service men in their own country, has been dealt with such a light- 
hearted manner. No question of financial stress was raised when it was 
a matter of increasing the pay of the superior services, but when it is 
a case of the poor clerks who are clamouring for a living wage we hear 
a great deal of financial difficulties. They do not want comfort or 
luxury — they just want to be able to live. It seems that this bugbear of 
financial difficulty, has frightened the Rai Bahadur also. It is a case 
of justice which can no longer be denied. 

The case of efficiency has also been discussed. I do not see why 
this question can be raised when it is a question of living wage. It 
has been said that these poor clerks take bribes; if they do take bribes, 
that is an additional reason for giving them a suitable living wage to 
place them beyond temptation. 

The Council here adjourned for evening prayer. 

The Council reassembled at 0-30 r.M. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: As I was just going to say, in 
•order to check bribery, a good scale ought to be adopted. In this con- 
nection, I would like to mention that unless the pay of these clerks is 
improved, it will be impossible to put a stop to these malpractices. 
In this connection, I should like to protest against the system of taking 
ddhhs , which is so often indulged in by the superior officers. What are 
ddhlis but another way of taking bribes? As long as they accept 
ddhlis , their pernicious example remains a setback airawisl any steps 
that they may take in stopping bribery. 

Then, coming to the various amendments, the first one runs thus: 
“That the lower division eleiks in the offices of Magistrates, Collectors, 
District Judges, Superintendents of Police and Public Works Depart- 
ment be recommended to be allowed the following scale of pay, viz. 
R s 35 40 50 — 3 — 110 — 5 — 120 with efficiency bar at Rs. 95.” 

My reason for differing from the Rai Bahadur is this: — 

As regards this amendment, my difference with the Rai Bahadur 
is only as to the rate of increment and the maximum proposed by him. 
It is needless to say that the proportion of appointments in the upper 
division being smail, the great majority of clerks— as many as 85 per 
cent, end their career in the lower division, qualification or no qualifi- 
cation. Supposing that every clerk will cross the efficiency bar, the 
Rai Bahadur’s scale will enable him to retire with a pension of Rs. 50. 
This is certainly short of a living wage ! How little it must be for an 
old man, who has to educate his grown up sons and pay the marriage 
expenses of his daughters. I believe that in Upper Assam also, the 
maximum is Rs. 120. 

My second amendment is this: “That the following general scale 

of pay viz., Rs. 120 — 5 — 150 be recommended to be allowed to the 
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clerks in the upper division, in place of the following, suggested by 
Rai Mahemlra Chandra Mitra Bahadur, viz., Rs. 100 — 5 — 150 for Execu- 
tive offices, Rs. 100 — 4 — 120 and Rs. 100 — 5 — 150 for Judicial offices. 
Rs. 110 — 4 — 130 for the Public Works Department and Rs. 100 — 4 — 
120 for the Police Department.” 

My reason is that all these offices should be put on the same scale. 
The difference created by the Rai Bahadur is artificial and there is no 
ground for it. In this compartment, I have put all officers whose work 
is of a similar nature, both in importance and quantity. 

Going to my amendment No. (3) it runs thus: “That in the scale 
of pay, viz., Rs. 150 — 5 — 200, proposed by Rai Mahendra Chamlra 
Mitra Bahadur for translators of Judges’ Courts, the following appoint- 
ments be included, (a) all collectorate accountants and collectorate head 
clerks of East Bengal districts, ( h ) all collectorate treasurers, (o) all 
first correspondence clerks of the Public Works Department and head 
clerks of Police offices, (d) three assistants on Rs. 125 of West Bengal, 
and four assistants on Rs. 100 in the Commissioners’ offices.” 

These are posts of importance, and cannot be classed in scale No. 2 
mentioned above. The work is also very important, and some time 
ago accountants and treasurers were also given the same pay. So I 
think it is only fair and just that all these should be put on the same 
scale of Rs. 150 to Rs. 200. 

Then comes No. (4) : “That the nazir of the Judicial offices, head 
assistants or Magistrate’s head clerks be recommended to be allowed a 
scale of pay at the rate of Rs. 200 — -10 — 250.” 

These gentlemen are selected officers; they have very responsible 
duties to perform; the nazirs have to look after the work of the peons, 
check and supervise much important work ; therefore I think they 
should get the scale suggested. 

Amendment (5) runs: “That sheristadars or superintendents of 
the Executive and Judicial offices, sheristadars and revenue assistants 
of Commissioners’ offices and head assistants of the Public Works 
Department be recommended to be allowed a scale of pay at Rs. 275 — 
25 — 350.” 

The Rai Bahadur has recommended that the maximum scale should 
be Rs. 325 forgetting 'that the sheristadars and superintendents have 
a great deal of responsibility in their work; they are practically Per- 
sonal Assistants to Judges and Magistrates. Their posts compare with 
tlie posts of Registrars in the Bengal Secretariat; considering the scale 
of pay given to them as head clerks, before they became sheristadars 
or superintendents, it is only natural that they should be given this 
higher rate. As regards the scale of increment, I think they should 
get an annual increment of Rs. 25. This seems too much at first sight, 
but considering that these officers become sheristadars just a few years 
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before their retirement, it is desirable that their promotion should be 
rapid and so increase their pensions. 

Amendment No. (6) runs thus: “That the pay of stenographers in 
the offices of the Board of Revenue, Inspector-General of Police and 
Director of Public Instruction be recommended to be not less than that 
proposed for the stenographers to TJnder-Secretaries and Secretaries 
to Government.” 

There are 3 classes of stenographers in the Secretariat, viz. A 
•class on Rs. 200 — 300 plus Rs. 175 local allowance for reporting Legis- 
ative Council proceedings; B class on Rs. 100 — 150 till 1916, and now 
on Rs. 100 — 200. Five of the B class men also get an allowance of Rs. 75 
each for reporting Council proceedings; and C class on Rs. 50 — 100 
attached to Under-Secretaries. Both the majority and minority reports 
propose to fix the pay, amalgamate the B and C classes and fix their pay 
as Rs. 100—240. 

The stenographers of the Member, Board of Revenue, Inspector- 
General of Police and Directoi of Public Instruction who, 1 find, 
*are now on the grade of Rs. 100 — 150, ».c., the same pay as the B 
class men of the Secretariat and before the revision of their pay more 
than the C class men have been proposed to be given a grade of Rs. 100 — 
200, i.c ., even less than the C class men. Since a separate allowance 
is given for reporting the proceedings of the Council and they all have 
the same qualifications, do the same kind of work, and are drawing 
higher rate of salary than the C class men in the Secretariat, 1 fail to 
see why the pay of these three posts should be lower than that given 
to the stenographers attached to the Under-Secretaries. They have 
also to tour constantly with their office masteis. 

Again I notice that m both these reports the stenographers of the 
Commissioners and Collectors are proposed to be given higher pay 
than these three posts though at present half of these posts carry a 
lower pay. It cannot be said that they are less qualified, or Calcutta 
is less expenshe, or tin* stenographers of the Inspector-General of 
police do less confidential work or the status of Board of Revenue is 
less than that of the offices to which these stenographers belong. For all 
these reasons I propose that the grade of these three posts be the same 
as those that are recommended in the minority Yeport for the B and 
C class Secretariat stenographers and those attached to Collectors and 
Commissioners, i. e.> Rs. 100 — 240. 

My last amendment is this: “That the maximum of the grade pay 
of the head assistants of offices of heads of departments, when direct 
recruitment of assistants (with qualification# similar to those required 
for candidates for the subordinate executive service^ is made in the 
upper division, be recommended to be not less than Rs. 400 per mensem.” 
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These officers are recruited from candidates who get themselves 
nominated for the subordinate executive service. Their qualifications 
and work are particularly the same. Putting the maximum of the 
officers of the subordinate executive service at Rs. 450; it is only fair 
that these officers should get Rs. 400 a month. 

Coming to the financial question, I find that the scheme of the 
majority report will cost Rs. 41 lakhs and that ol the minority report 
will cost Rs. Id lakhs more; my scheme will cost Rs. 5 lakhs more 
than that of the minority report; this is not a very large sum, consider- 
ing that we are going to give these persons a living wage, a scale which 
is smaller than the rate of pay given to other services; so I think it 
is only fair that the scales recommended by me should be adopted. 

With these words, I commend my amendment to the acceptance 
oi the House. 

Munshi MAKRAMALI being absent, the following resolution 
standing in his name was deemed to be withdrawn: — “This Council 
recommends to the Government that early effect be given to the recom- 
mendations contained in the minority repoit of the Committee appointed 
to advise the Government on the revision of pay of permanent ministerial 
officers, viz., t lie note of dissent by Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra 
Rahadur, with the following modifications: — 

Modifications showing scale ok revised pay of Ministerial Officers 

in Executive and Judicial offices in Districts proposed hy this 

Council. 

(!) Lowei Division. 

Executive and Judicial. 

Rs. 50, rising to Rs. 120 in IS years, with one efficiency bar at Rs. 100. 

(2) Upper Division. 

(a) Executive. 

(i) Sheristadar, Collect orate- — Rs. 250, rising to Rs. 350. 

(n) Head assistant or Magistrate’s head clerk — Rs. 200, rising to 
Rs. 250. 

(Hi) Treasurer — Rs. 150, rising to Rs. 225. 

(iv) Others — Rs, 130, rising to Rs. 200, with .a charge allowance 
of Rs. 50 per month — (1) to all head clerks, Collectorate ; 
(2) to all subdivisional head clerks; and (3) to accountants 
of district treasuries, or a special grade may be made for 
them. 

(b) Judicial. 

(i) Sheristadar, District Judge’s Court — Rs. 250, rising to Rs. 350. 

(ii) Nazir, District Judge’s Court — Rs. 200, rising to Rs. 250. 

(Hi) Others — Rs. 130, rising to Rs. 200.” 
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Babu ANN ADA CHARAN DUTTA: “This Council recommends 
to the Government — 

(1) that the minimum pay of a ministerial officer of the lower 

division in any office be Ms. 40 — 40 — 45 — 5/2 — 70—5/2 — 
100 with only one efficiency bar at Rs. 70; 

(2) that the posts of the Sheristadars (or Superintendents) of the 

offices of the Divisional Commissioners, District Judges 
and District Collectors be the same as regards status, pa> 
and scale and periods of increment; and 

(3) that the post of the Nazir of a District Judge’s Court be given 

the same status and pay as that of a Sheristadar.” 

At the outset I should mention that my No. (7) is like one of the 
amendments of my friend Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta, except that it 
inises’ the minimum. We have come to beg; it is only a little lump of 
bread for our poor people. The people who*o case we are discussing 
are men deserving every consideration ; they practically form the back- 
bone of the seivice as well as of Bengal society. It would not be too 
♦ much to pay them even double of what I have proposed. Even then, 

1 doubt whether this would be sufficient to keep the pot. boiling; but 
unfortunately, our administration is so very top-heavy that all the 
money that could be exacted from the poor people of Bengal has been 
taken, and little remains for the bottom of the service. Well, from 
whatever can be spared, let us see whether we can make provision for these 
poor people who, as I have said, are the backbone of the service as 
well as society. I may also mention that I have noted that the minis- 
terial officers in the Commissioners’ office have been recommended by 
the majority report to be paid at the scale I mention here, but when 
it comes to other departments, a less amount has been recommended. 
I say there is no reason why this difference should be made. 

Coming to amendments Nos. (2) and (3 ) ; I shall take these two 
together. I do not suggest what amount should be paid, but I gene- 
rally accept what Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta has said on the point. 
I may mention that I think there is no difference in the responsibilities 
and duties of the sheristadars or superintendents of the Commission- 
er’s, Collector’s and District Judge’s offices. In fact, these posts are 
interchangeable; when a vacancy occurs in one office, a sheristadar of 
another office goes across and fills it. But in the majority report the 
sheristadars of the Divisional Commissioner’s offices have been recom- 
mended a higher rate of pay. Well, there has recently been a dis- 
cussion in this Council whether the Commissioner’s office and the Com- 
missioner’s post are at all necessary. The matter was not carried, but 
at the same time it has been made clear to Iffiis Rouse that after all it 
is only some sort of a magnified post-office, and I see no reason why 
the sheristadar of that office should get higher pay; unless there is 
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some philosophical reason why should they receive a higher pay than 
the other sheristadars ? Similarly, the posts of the nazir and sherista- 
dar of the District Judge’s office have the same status and responsibili- 
ties, both represent two different branches of the ministerial offices; 
and I therefore suggest that their status should be the same. 

Babu JOCENDRA KRISHNA ROY being absent, the following 
motion standing in his name was deemed to be withdrawn: “This 
Council recommends to the Government — 

(a) that the minimum wage for a clerk under the employ of the 

Government be fixed at Rs. 50 a month ; and 

(b) that the minimum wage for a menial servant under the em- 

ploy of the Government, be fixed at Rs. 20 pef month.” 

Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: I shall only move the 
first part of my resolution 

The PRESIDENT: You must take permission before you can do 
that. 

Babu StJRENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: May I have your pci- 
mission to move the first part of my resolution? 1 beg leave to with- 
draw the second part as it has been dealt with by previous speakers. 

The PRESIDENT: You have my permission to move the first 
part only. 

The second part of the resolution was, by leave of the /■ouneil, 
withdrawn. 

Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: “ This Council recom- 
mends to the Government, that the initial scale of pay of the full-time 
subsidiary jail clerks be fixed at Rs. 85 instead of Rs. 80 as projiosed 
in the report.” 

As regards the second part of my resolution, I beg leave to with- 
draw it as it has been dealt with by previous speakers. I only wish to 
speak about the subsidiary jail class. Everywhere they are the whole- 
time Government servants and they have to perform the same duties 
as Jailers in other jails. They have of course been given an ad-intvrim 
allowance, but that is»not permanent. Their case has of course been 
considered by the Ministerial Officers' Salaries Committee but it is not 
satisfactory to them. Generally they begin with an initial salary of Rs. 20 
a month and the Committee has recommended Rs. 80 as the minimum 
scale. Sir, it is unfair to them. The Khas Mahal clerks who also used 
to begin on an initial salary of Rs. 20 have been given the minimum of 
Rs. 35, but as regards theMe jail classes the difference between their 
pay and that of the Khas Mahal clerks is Rs. 5. Therefore I submit 
for the consideration of the Council that they should at least be given 
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a minimum of Rs. 35. In view of the majority report their initial pay 
ought to be Rs. 32 and it would not entail much expenditure to add 
Rs 5 to their initial salary and fixed at Rs. 30. 

With these words I place this resolution before the House for their 
acceptance. 

Babtl KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI, by leave of the President 
withdrew the following resolution: “This Council recommends to the 
Government — * 

(7) that the minimum pay of the upper division of the ministerial 
establishment of the mufassal courts and offices be fixed at 
Rs. 100 rising to Rs. 150 with an annual increment of Rs. 5; 
(2) that the scale of Rs. 80 — 2 — 100 for the sheristadars of the 
Munsifs’ Courts in Bengal, as proposed in the majority 
report of the Ministerial Officers* Salaries Committee, be 
abolished and that these posts be included in the upper divi- 
sion scale, viz., Rs. 100 — 5 — 150; 

(J) that the proposal of the majority on the report of the Ministerial 
Officers’ Salaiies Committee, in paragraph 95, page 92 of 
their report that in the case of the upper division the imme- 
diate increase should be limited to 50 per cent, of the previous 
pay, be not accepted; 

(4) that the scale of pay for the sheristadars or sujieriiitendents 

of both t lie Executive and Judicial sides be equal and fixed 
% at Rs. 225—300; 

(5) that the sheristadars and superintendents of both the Execu- 

tive and Judicial sides be given gazetted rank and that 4 per 
cent, of these officers be promoted annually to the Bengal 
Civil Service; 

(6) that the pay of the head clerks of the offices of the Civil Sur- 

geons be fixed at 11s. 70 — 3 — 100 and that of other clerks at 
Rs. 40—2—70; 

(7) that the copyists and the typists attached to the district offices, 

Civil and Executive sides, be included in the respective estab- 
lishments, and that their pay be fixed at Rs. 35 to 50 and 
Rs. 50 to.80, respectively; 

(5) that the pay of the clerks in the rural Registration offices be 
fixed at Rs. 30 — 40 and Rs. 40 — 60; 

(9) that the pay of joint office clerks and muharrirs in the Regis- 
tration offices (headquarters) be fixed at 11s. 35 — 45 instead 
of Rs. 30 — 40.“ 

Babu SUREN DR A NATH MULLICK: Sir, I do not think I should 
take up the time of the Council at all. We all know that we are 
all in sympathy with the ministerial officers. We do not want any 
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speech but* we want to have this thing put to the vote as soon as 
possible. 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI : In view of the importance of these resolu- 
tions and also in view of the remarks already made by different members 
of the Council, I do not think I should take up the time of the Council 
by dwelling at length upon this matter. I whole-heartedly support the 
amendment of Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta and for this reason that he has 
proposed something in addition to the resolution of Babu Satish Chandra 
Mukharji to the effect that the minority report should be accepted. 

Now, so far as these questions are concerned, there are practically 
two points to be considered. The first is whether we should give them 
the minimum pay and the maximum pay as stated in this particular 
resolution, and the second point is what would be the effect of this 
resolution upon the financial position of the province. It w T ill perhaps 
be contended that if effect is given to Indu Babu’s amendment, Gov- 
ernment would require a very large amount of money and the present 
financial condition being very bad, it would be impossible to meet the 
requirements of the resolution. My short and simple answer is this: 
If once we decide that these are just dues it must be given effect to and 
w T e shall have to find the money anyhow. The whole question is whether 
the scales proposed in the resolution are really just. If that is so, then 
the Finance Member can very well ask for the supply of money and the 
members of the Council will have to find the money for him. Some 
members of the Council may perhaps say that in case we can save Rs 4 
or 5 lakhs we can devote the money for other purposes, ,say , for 
instance, education or sanitation. But. it must be remembered that 
these gentlemen whose pay we want to increase for, as one of the mem- 
bers has already stated, the backbone of our society, and I think all the 
members of the Council w ill agree with me that these ministerial officers 
are some way or other connected with us. In fact, if we go one, two or 
three generations back, we will find that practically all the holders of 
high posts and big offices and all who claim to be high in society are in 
some way or other connected w T ith these ministerial officers excepting 
]H‘ihaps a few r aristocratic landlords. One thing is certain and it is this: 
that these people are demanding an increase in their pay. They are a 
most competent class of public servants and we must not tire out their 
patience. The last conference of the ministerial officers was held practi- 
cally near my house. The way in which this particular conference was 
canied on, the enthusiasm which prevailed in that conference and which 
I could gather from outside, convinced me that there was a real and 
genuine feeling and that all that agitation was not simply to have the 
luxuries of life but its bare necessities. Indu Babu’s resolution wants 
to give them a minimum pay of Rs. 50. Sir, if I am not mistaken, even 
the majority report admits that Rs. 75 is the minimum expenditure of a 
family ir these days. In that case, I think, it is not too much to ask 
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for Rs. 50 as minimum pay. It is very reasonable and I •think *the 
Council ought to support it. 

Then, Sir, if Indu Babu’s resolution is carried, it would entail an 
additional expenditure of Rs. 4 lakhs taking Rs. 40 as the average pay 
for 10,000 men. But if we are convinced that it will be of benetit to 
these people, we ought to spend Rs. 4 lakhs more. If we could afford to 
spend Rs. 12 lakhs more, we would have been justified in spending it. 
Therefore, we ought to spend Rs. 4 lakhs taking into consideration the 
fact that in the near future there would be no chance of a revision of the 
scale. 

VFitli these words, I beg to support Indu Babu’s resolution. 

Mr. H. BARTON : As this is possibly the last day of the sessions and 
as we do not want an important matter like this to lapse, I think it would 
be unfair to those for whose benetit these resolutions have been brought 
up, to take up the time of the Council by another speech. I however, 
heartily support the resolution as well as Bubu Indu Bhushan Dutta’s 
amendment. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ABDUL JUBBAR PAHLOWAN: I am soriy 
that I have to oppose all the resolutions regarding the revision of salaries 
of ministerial officers. I understand that the present position is that 
there is a deficit of about Rs. 2 erores and by revising these salaries, this 
deficit will be greater. Where are we to get the money from? Will 
not the Government try to meet eten a pie of the expenses of the pool 
famine-stricken people of Bengal? If is really a source of wonder to 
me to see under what principles my colleagues are trying to l>e tier the 
circumstances of one class of people from the labour of another class of 
people whose condition is many times worse than that of the former. 
Have my learned colleagues thought over this? Will mv colleagues, 
who are very eager to revise the salaries of ministerial officers, allow the 
the Government to levy fresh taxation on the poor people who are already 
overburdened with taxes? Is the condition of the poor raiyats bed ter 
than the ministerial officers? Perhaps tin* condition of the raiyats is 
better than the ministerial officers because they cannot speak 
and most of them are illiterate? How’cver reasonable it may be, 
I much regret that I am compelled to ask the Government to postpone 
the matter, so long as the funds needed for it are not available. I know 
that my insignificant voice will not be able to *ouso the Government, 
but I am afraid that there will be trouble if my advice is not followed. 

8HAH 8YED EM DA DU L HAQ spoke in Bengali in support of the 
resolution and the amendment of Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta. 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: I think I had begin by explaining to the 
Council the position of Government in regard to this matter. Whatever 
principles we adopt for regulating the pay of the ministerial officers, the 
process is bound to be expensive. It will certainly cost over Rs. 15 
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lakhs; and, therefore, under the Devolution Rules, the scheme will 
require the sanction of the Secretary of State. Now, the Secretary of 
State has issued orders that in the case of all schemes which require his 
sanction under the Devolution Rules, we are not to lay our proposals 
before the Legislative Council or to ask for a vote until he has had an 
opportunity of considering the matter. That is to say our hands are tied 
because the responsibility rests with the Secretary of State and not with 
the Council, but of course there is no bar to our consulting the Council 
and allowing it to express its views. That is the object of the proceed- 
ings to-day. We have given ihe Council an opportunity of expressing 
its views on the scales of pay to be adopted and we shall of course take the 
views of the Council into consideration before we formulate our pro- 
posals for submission to the Secretary of State. There are just a few 
general points of principle which I may properly ask the Council to con- 
sider before it gives its vote on this important matter. The most impor- 
tant point, at any rate, theoretically, is the standard of enhancement 
which we should give. The Committee, as the Council is aware, have 
taken a general standard at 60 per cent., though, as I shall show later, 
the enhancement of pay which they propose in individual cases very much 
exceeds this. The Rai Bahadur, who I am sorry to see is not here this* 
evening, in his minority report has taken the general standard at 100 
per cent. Now, our first objection to this proposal is that it is unneces- 
sarily extravagant. It would no doubt be pleasant for the ministerial 
officers and everybody else concerned if we could hand them on the 
first of next month pay amounting to double the pre-war rate. But, in 
our present financial position, this is not possible. We disposed of the 
case of menials in July last and we are now concerned entirely with 
ministerial officers. The cost of the majority report regarding minis- 
terial officers amounts to Rs. 81 lakhs. The cost of the proposal in the 
minority report is about Rs. 481 lakhs, a difference of Rs. 17£ lakhs. 
The cost of the proposals in some of the resolutions which have been put 
forward would roughly amount to Rs. 10 or 15 lakhs more, that is to 
say, a total of Rs. GO or Rs. G5 lakhs or perhaps more. We shall find it 
hard enough, as it is, to provide a sum of Rs. 30 or Rs. 35 lakhs to meet 
the cost of these proposals. The Rai Bahadur's proposals are based on 
the assumption that the cost of living has gone up 100 per cent, above the 
pre-war rates and he has submitted various calculations in support of his 
views and the Committee have given others. It is extremely difficult to 
check all these calculations and to criticise the detailed figures, but the 
best figures, we have in India are those compiled by the Director- 
General of Statistics. They are weighted very carefully and compared 
with prices all over the world and checked against figures in other 
countries where statistical arrangements are more complete than they 
are here. The Director-General’s weighted figures show that the cost 
of living in India has gone up about 60 per cent, since the war, but these 
figures were published last December and the cost of living has fallen 
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since then. It has fallen in other countries much more than in hndia 
and we may reasonably hope that the effects of the fall in Europe will 
be felt here in the near future. I think, therefore, if we take the Com- 
mittee’s figures of 60 per cent, we shall not be going very far wrong. 
Babu Satish Chandra Mukharji thinks that we should make up the 
whole loss due to the war. I would point out however that no employer 
of labour has attempted to relieve his employees of the whole of the 
increased cost of living and it would be unreasonable to exj>ect Govern- 
ment to do so. We. who have lived through the war, must pay the 
penalty and that penalty for us, who are in India, is far lighter in many 
ways than has been paid by the inhabitants of other countries. Now, I 
should like to touch as briefly, as posible upon some of the detailed pro- 
posals, but befoie I do so I should clear the ground by saying that we are 
prepared to accept two of the resolutions. The first is that standing in the 
name* of Sir Ashutosh Cliaudhuri and moved by Babu S. N. Ray which 
asks us to take into consideration the opinion of the Bengal Ministerial 
Conference. As soon as the report was published we supplied a copy of the 
report to the conference and we have studied the views of the conference 
with a great deal of care and a great deal of interest. There is a good 
deal that I could say about those views, but I cannot detain the Council 
at this late hour. We propose also to accept the proposals which have 
been made in several of the resolutions that we should not limit the 
immediate increases to 50 per cent, of the previous pay. This limitation 
is a comparatively recent innovation introduced by the Government of 
India in the case of certain reorganizations, but it works unevenly and 
causes a^good deal of heartburning and dissatisfaction. As it does not 
work well, we do not propose to adopt it in the case of ministerial officers 
in Bengal, but as I have said our proposals on this subject are subject to 
the sanction of the Secretary of State and the Government of India, and 
1 cannot say what view they will take of the matter. So far, however, 
as the Government of Bengal is concerned we do not pro|>ose to bind 
ourselves by that limitation in drawing up our proposals. I do not think 
that we can well go into all the details suggested m many of these resolu- 
tions. It is hardly the function ol this Council to fix the pay of indivi- 
dual posts like those of registration muharrirs, Civil Surgeon’s clerks 
and people of that kind. Work of that description would not be 
attempted by the House of Commons or any deliberative body in any 
part of the civilized Vorld, and I do not think tlujt- this Council will find 
that the undertaking of such work will redound to its credit. However, 
as an illustration of the practical bearing of these resolutions on the 
financial position of individual clerks, T will briefly run through the 
proposals in resolution No. 23. 

The first proposal in the resolution is that the initial pay of the 
lower division clerks in the mufassal courts# and offices should be fixed 
at Rs. 50 rising to Rs. 100. I think that the members who have pro- 
posed this resolution have omitted to consider the important principles 
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laid* down ih paragraph 9 of the report of the Committee regarding the 
standard value of the time-scale. 

The advantage of the application of time-scale of pay to mufassal 
offices is quite obvious. In a graded service a man may be stuck in a 
grade for several years while under the time-scale system he will steadily 
go up by annual or biennial increments. 

[At this stage the time for adjournment was reached as it was 7-15 
o’clock. The President asked whether it would be ft better to adjourn 
the House.] 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: I will take about ten minutes more to finish 
my speech. 

The PRESIDENT: I think the Council had better adjourn now and 
we can resume the discussion on this item on Tuesday, after the voting 
of grants. 

Adjournment. 

The Council was adjourned till 3 r.M. on Tuesday, the 6th Septem- # 
ber, 1921, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Prooeedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Cal- 
cutta, on Tuesday, the 6th September, 1921, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

The Hon’ble the President, the Hon’ble the four Member^ of the 
Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers, and 102 nomin- 
ated and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Provincial Police Service. 

•XXXIX. Mr. BUOY PR08AD 8INCH ROY: Will the Hon’ble 

the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to 
state whether effect has been given to the recommendations of the 
Public Services Commission with regard to the pay and status of the 
officers of the Provincial Police Service in Bengal? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler): A time-scale of pay for deputy super- 
intendents of police was sanctioned bv the Secretary of State with 
effect from the 30th October, 1919, after consideration of the recom- 
mendations of the Public Services Commission. The orders of the 
local Government fixing the pay of individual officers under the time- 
scale have been communiaated to the Accountant-General, Bengal, 
who is expediting the issue of pay orders. Some other matters connected 
with the service are still under the consideration of Government. 


fUlforeement of. Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919. 

*XL. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : (a) Will the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government be pleased to state whether the Bengal Village Self-Govern- 
ment Act, 1919, is going to be put in force all over the province? 

(6) If so, by what time and by what process? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir 8urendra Nath Banerjea): (a) and 

G 
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(b) It is hoped that the Village Self-Government Act will eventually 
come into force throughout the province and every effort is being made 
by Government to accelerate the establishment of union boards. The 
rate of progress, however, varies in different districts, and the date by 
which they will have been formed in every district cannot there- 
fore be foretold. The process -of formation of these boards is governed 
by the provisions of the Village Self-Government Act. 


Election and nomination of officials on local and district boards 

•XU. Maulvi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that under the new rules, guiding 
Government officers in the matter of local boards, subdivisional officers 
are not allowed to stand for election to, or sit on, local boards or at any 
i ate they are not to be the chairmen of such boards? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that one result of this will be 
that these officers cannot be elected by the local boards to the district' 
boards P 

(c) Is it a fact that as a result of the instructions issued to the Dis- 
trict Magistrates as to the number ot officials whom they are to nomin- 
ate to the district boards, they will only be able to nominate the Civil 
Surgeon and the District Deputy Inspector of Schools, and that sub- 
divisional officers will not stand a chance of nomination to th? district 
boards P 

(d) Are the Government aware of a feeling that exists that the 
subdivisional officers, being conversant with all parts of their sub- 
divisions, will be of great assistance to the district boards, especially now 
that the District Magistrate is no longer a chairman or even a member? 

(e) Will the Ilon'ble the Minister in charge be pleased to state 
whether the matter is going to be reconsidered with a view to the reten- 
tion of the subdivisional officers on the boards? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) A copy of 

letters No. 2108—12 L.S.-G., dated 16th April, 1921, and No. 46 

T. — L.S.-G., dated 18th May, 1921, is laid on the table 

(b) Yes. 

(c) No. 

(d) No representations on the subject have been made to Govern- 
ment. 

(e) The member is referred to the reply to clause (c) 
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Letters referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred 
question No. XL1. 

No. 2108-12 L.S.-G., dated Calcutta, the 16th April, 1921. 

From — L. S. S. O’Malley, Esq., c.i.e., i.c.s., Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, Local Self-Government Department, 

To — All Commissioners of Divisions. 

I am directed to forward a copv of a resolution* which was moved bv Babu 
# Fanindralal De at the meeting of the Bengal Legisla* 
tt\DiiA HON ULE Nate tive Council held on the 5th April, 1921, and to say that 
eujba, kt , Ktlnwter it was accepted by Government and carried nem con. 

The Government of Bengal (Ministry of Loral Self- 
rernment) accordingly direct that no official member of a local t board should 
ad for election as its chairman. I am to request that local boards in your 
ision and their official members may be informed of this order. 


*This Council recommends to the Government that they be pleased to direct 
t no official member of a local board in Bengal should stand for election as 
irnmn thereof. 


No. 46 T. — L.S.-G., dnted Darjeeling, the 18th May, 1921. 

From — L, S. S. O’Malley, Esq , c i.f.., i c.h.. Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, Local Self-Government Department, 

To — The Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division. 


IE Hojr’Ui.E Sia 

BN IMt A \AIH 

EHJKA, KT., Minister 

uirtft* 


With reference to your letter No. 642 M., dated the 25th March, 1921, I am 
directed to say that the orders contained in this Depart- 
ment memorandum No. 1906 L.S.-G., dated the 31st May, 
1893, that if subdivisional officers who have been appointed 
members of local boards are not elected chairmen they 
uld resign, should be regarded as still in force. 

2 Under the orders conveyed in this Department letter No. 2108 — 12 L 9.-G., 
,ed the 16th April, 1921, officials are not to be elected as chairmen of local 
irds. A position of some difficulty and embarrassment mny be created if a 
►divisional officer serves as a member without being chairman, and the Covena- 
nt of Bengal (Ministry of Local Self-Government) have, therefore, decided that 
future subdivisional officers should not be appointed members of local boards. 


Embankments within prohibited areas. 

*XLII. Babu 8ARAT CHANDRA JANAH: (a) Has the atten 
iu of the Hon’ble the Member in charge of* the Department of 
igation been drawn to the case reported in XXIX, Calcutta Law 
urnal, page 328? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of modifying 
s notification referred to in the said case ? 

( c ) Are the Government aware that the notification is in force in 
me areas which are not necessary to be kepi free from embankments 
spill areas, on ac count of the rivers being whoJJv* eijted up, such as 
e Bagda or Ghowwuk? 

0 ? 
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\d ) Is il a fact that the Government leased out lands within the 
prohibited areas to many tenants on the express stipulation that they 
would he allowed to erect embankments and repair them ; but that 
subsequently these tenants were prosecuted under the Bengal Embank- 
ment Act (Bengal Act 2 of 1882) for exercising the said rights? 

( e ) What compensation, if any, have the Government paid to these 
tenants? 

(/) If they have not done so yet, are the Government at present 
considering the matter with a view to reducing the rent of these tenan- 
cies ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): (a) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(c) No; on the contrary Government is of opinion that the prohibi- 
tory notification is having a most salutary effect on the rivers concerned. 

(d) As held by the Hon’ble the High Court, the clause regarding 
erection and repairs to embankments in the leased area casts upon the 
tenant a burden or duty and not a privilege and that it does not affect , 
the prohibition under notification under section 6 of the Embankment 
Act. 

(e) and (/) The answers are in the negative. 

Increments to officers officiating in higher ranks. 

•XLIII. Babu FANINDRALAL DE: (a) Will the Hobble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that an order No. 2097-C.S.R., Government of 
India, Finance Department, Delhi, dated 27th November, 1920 — Pay 
and Allowance, issued by the Government of India in November, 1920, 
laying down certain rules for allowing increments to officers officiating 
in higher ranks has not been yet promulgated in this Province? 

(b) If so, will the Hon ’hie the Finance Member be pleased to state 
when they propose to give effect to the order? 

( c ) Will the Hon’ble the Finance Member be pleased to lay on the 
table a copy of the above order? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Kerr): (a) and (b) The orders referred to by the member were 
received in the Finance Department shortly before the fire of last January. 
They were, therefore, not circulated to all Departments, but copies of 
the orders were sent direct to the Accountant-General, Bengal, by the 
Government of India. The Accountant-General reports that acting 
promotions are being allo^d under the new rules in cases where they 
apply. 

(c) A copy of the orders has been placed in the Library. 
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Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Appointment of ministerial officers by District Officers. 

250. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8IHHA: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue ( Land 
Revenue) be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that all District Officers are authorised to 

fill up all ministerial appointments over Rs. 100 in their own 
offices as well as offices subordinate to them but the District 
Officers ot the Presidency Division have not been given such 
power? 

(ii) What are the reasons for this different treatment ? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of making the 
system of appointment the same all over the Presidency? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
.REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(a) ( i ) Under rule 59 of the Board’s Miscellaneous Rules, 1918, 
appointments to vacancies in the upper division of clerks in the dis- 
trict offices, including appointments over Rs. 100, are to be made 
by the District Officer. In the Presidency Division there is a rule 
that in the case of appointments to vacancies in posts with a salary of 
over Rs. 100 a reference ns to be made to the Commissioner. 

(ii) Tfee object of the rule in the Presidency Division was to secure 
the consideration of the claims of deserving officers in districts to 
which first grade appointments were not assigned in the filling up of 
such appointments in other districts. 

( b ) The matter is under consideration 

Admission into Presidency College. 

251. Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKAR: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to say whether any principle is followed in admitting students 
into the Presidency College, if so, what ? 

(b) Has any exception been made to the principle, if any, in admit- 
ting students into the Presidency College this year, if so, why? 

(c) Is there any committee for selecting students for admission into 
the Presidency College? 

(<f) What are the duties to be performed by the Bursar of the Presi- 
dency College? 

(e) Is it a fact that a professor of Mathematics filled the office of 
the Bursar when it was first created, but a professor of English hp* 
been appointed as his successor? 
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*(/) Is it a fact that the European professor of Mathematics, who 
filled the office of the Bursar, has been succeeded by an Indian professor? 

ig) Has the present Bursar of the Presidency College any special 
knowledge of keeping accounts? t 

(h) Is the office of Bursar reserved for European professors only? 

(») Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that unusual delay is made in 
distributing the salary of the staff since the appointment of the present 
Bursar of the Presidency College? 

(;) Is it a fad that a professor of Physics of the Chittagong College 
has been appointed to the position of demonstrator of Physics in the 
Presidency College? If so, why? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): (a) The only rule on the subject is that 
Muhammadan candidates should be admitted up to a Certain 
minimum. When this has been attended to remaining vacancies are 
filled by selection, regard being had not only to intellectual fitness and 
character, but also to school, place of domicile, occupation of 1 father, 
social status, with a view to securing a wide representation of schools, « 
of the various divisions of the people and of the various parts of the 
province. Three Calcutta Schools are as a matter of practice, not of 
right, granted special privileges in that their pupils are admitted in 
more generous numbers than those of other schools. 

( h) No exception has been made. 

(c) There ns no committee. The decisions and responsibility are 
the Principal’s, though he is invariably assisted by many members of 
the teaching staff of the college. 

(d) He looks after the financial affairs of the college, supervising 
the accounts of the college accountant, relieving the Principal of this 
part of his duties but of no responsibility. 

(e) The fact is as stated, but the first Bursar was not so appointed 
because he was a mathematician. 

(/) An Indian gentleman has been appointed to act as professor of 
Mathematics in place of the European professor of Mathematics who is 
on deputation elsewhere. He has not been appointed to act as Bursar. 

( g ) The duties of Bursar require intelligence and reliability, but 
not any special knowledge of the keeping of accounts, though the 
present Bursar, having satisfactorily held the office for about 2 years, 
may be presumed to have such special knowledge and all other neces- 
sar,* qualifications for the discharge of his duties. 

(h) No such ruling has been made. 

(») Government are not aware of any delay except that as certain 
members of the teaching staff learnt towards the end of July that they 
could draw arrears of pay con presenting their bills, and were insistent 
that the college accpuntant should deal with their cases immediately, 
the preparation of the menials* bills for that month was delayed, and 
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their pay wa8*recehed late. As the Bursar was appointed two years 
ago the suggestion in the question is not understood. 

(/) Tt is a fact. Owing to the promotion of a member of the 
Physics staff of ti^ Presidency College to the Indian Educational 
Service as Principal ft the Chittagong College, the transfer of a teacher 
of Fhysics from the Qhittagong College to the Presidency College 
automatically ensued. 


Admission into Calcutta Medical College. 

252. Dr. JATINDRA HATH MOITRA: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government he 
pleased to lay on the table, a tabular statement, showing for the year 
1921— 

(t) the number of candidates, Bengali, Hindu and Muhammadan, 
respectively, for admission into the Calcutta Medical College; 
(ii) the academical qualifications of such candidates, respectively, 
under heads M.Sc., B.Sc. (Honours), B Sc. (Pass), l.So. 
(first, second and third divisions), and how many of such 
candidates were admitted ; and 

(Hi) the total number of admissions into the college, showing their 
qualifications as detailed in (ii)? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) whether it is a fact that a committee was appointed by the 
Government to select suitable candidates for admission into 
** the Calcutta Medical College this year? 

(ii) if so, whether the said committee were present when the 
Principal interviewed the candidates for admission; and 

(iii) if the answer to (ii) is in the negative, the reasons why the 
committee were not present then? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to shite whether it is 
a fact that the Principal admitted some students without the knowledge 
and consent of the said committee? If so, why? 

(d) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state the number of students admitted by the 
Principal alone, showing their academical qualifications as detailed in 
(a) (ii) and the numbhr admitted by the committee £ 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA ; (a) (i) The 

figures are — 


Bengali Hind uh 

... 

... 915 

Muhammadans 

... 

... 33 

Native Christiana 

a 

8 


Total • 

... 956 
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\it) and (Hi) Statements A and 13 giving the information asked for 
are laid on the table. 

( h ) ( i ) Yes. 

(it) No, but on a few occasions two members of the committee were 
present. 

(in) The selection committee were of opinion that the character and 
personal attainments of each applicant could not be gauged properly by 
a meeting of the whole committee and they agreed that the wisest plan 
would be for the Principal himself to interview the candidates and for 
him to submit to the committee his opinion of the merits of each candi- 
date which were expressed by a careful system of marks. The time 
occupied by the Principal himself in interviewing candidates was about 
65 hours or 2 hours a day for a month, and it would have been impracti- 
cable for all the members of the committee to spare time for interview- 
ing each individual candidate. Two members of the committee were 
however co-opted and sat with the Principal for a certain number of 
interviews. 

(r) The Principal was authorised by the committee to admit students 
of whom he might approve to such vacancies as might occur owing to* 
selected candidates not joining. 

(d) Tlie member is referred to statement B. 


Statement A referred to in clauses (a) (it) and (Hi) of unstarred question 
No . 252 , showinq the number of candidates who applied for admission 
to the Medical College , Calcutta , during the session 1021-22.* 


M. Sc. 

B. Sc. (Honours) 

,, (Distinction) 

., (Pass) 

1. Sc. First Division 
„ Second „ 

„ Third 
B.A. 

l.A. First Division 
„ Second „ 
r Third „ 

F.Sc. 

High School 
Senior Cambridge 
Matriculation 


1 

31 

59 

72 

433 

245 

39 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

67 


it 


Total 


956 



Statement B referred to in clauses (a) (ii) and (Hi) of unstarred question No. 252 , shoiving the total number of students 

admitted to the Medical College during the session 1921-22. 
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fc Appointment of special constables at Hajiganj (Chandpur)- 

253. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state 
whether the recent orders of the subdivisional officer of Chandpur, 
appointing thirty-one persons of the Hajiganj locality to act as special 
constables, were issued on the responsibility of the subdivisional officer 
himself or at the instance of any higher authority? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the circum- 
stances that, led to the issue of such orders? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir 
Henry Wheeler): (a) The subdivisional officer of Chandpur appointed 
special constables on his own authority on receipt of an application in 
accordance with the provisions of section IT of Act V of 1861. 

(b) Owing to the intimidation of railway employees by unlawful 
assemblies and the damaging of the railway line endangering the safety 
of the public, further protective measures were necessary. The police 
ordinarily employed for preserving the peace were insufficient for the 
purpose and on the application of the Superintendent, Railway l'olice, 
and the Deputy Superintendent of Police, Chandpur, the subdivisional 
officer appointed 31 special police officers. 

Appointment of special constables at Hajiganj (Chandpur). 

254. Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: (a) Will thecHon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state the 
reasons why, and on whose application, a large number of gentlemen 
have been ordered to act as special constables in Hajiganj in the Chand- 
pur subdivision of the district of Tippera? 

(b) Is it a fact that these gentlemen have been ordered to guard 
railway lines near Hajiganj ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that there is a strong ieeling in 
the locality against the procedure and that the duties imposed upon these 
gentlemen are regarded as insulting and beneath their dignity? 

(d) Did the subdivisional officer of Chandpur or the District Magis- 
trate of Tippera or any other responsible officer hold any inquiry as to 
the necessity of appointing special constables before this step was 
taken ? 

(e) Was any attempt made to try whether the ordinary or armed 
or any other police were not sufficient to meet the situation at Hajiganj 
before this procedure of appointing special constables was adopted P 
If not, why notP 

. € 

(/) What steps, if any, are usually taken to see that the section 
dealing with the appointment of special constables is not abused? 
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(g) Are the. Government considering the desirability <ff releasing 
these gentlemen of their duties as special constables? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Attention is invited 

to the answer given to an uns^arred question asked at this meeting 
by Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 

(6) The duties allotted to them were light, viz., to patrol the 
railway lines for a few hours to see that the gangmen were not obstructed 
in their work or the lines tampered with. 

( c ) Government have no information. 

(d) The question of appointing special police officers was considered 
by the sybdi visional officer on receipt of the application under Act V 
of 1861, and from his acquaintance with the circumstances, he con- 
sidered their appointment necessary. 

(t>) Both unarmed and armed police as well as chaukidars were 
employed in patrolling the railway lines. When these were found to 
be insufficient, special police officers were appointed. 

(/) Instructions are issued by Government regulating the appoint- 
* ment of special police officers. A copy is placed on the library table. 

(ff) No. 


Officers of the Public Health Department. 

255. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Will the 

Tlon’ble^the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state the names, qualifications and respective 
ranks of officers of the Public Health Department, Bengal, and also 
the total expenditure of this Department? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A statement 

showing the names, qualifications and ranks of officers of the Public 
Health Department, Bengal, is laid on the table. For the total 
expenditure of the department the member is referred to the figures 
given in page 43 of the budget statement for 1921-22. 

Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 255 . 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTB, BENGAL. 

Name. Qualifications. Hank. 

Dr. Charles Albert M.B., D.P.H., D.T.M. Sub. pro tem Director of Public Health, 
Bentley. & H. Bengal, with effect from 9th Novem- 

ber, 1915, and subatantively from 
29th May, 1917. Ex-officio Joint 
Secretary to the Sanitary Boftid and 
Profeasor of Hygiene, Calcutta Medi- 
cal College £on privilege leave for six 
months from 2Ut April, 1921). 
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Qualifications. 

Lt.-Col. Arthur M.D., D.P.H., D.T.M. 
Brownfield Fry, <4 H., I.M.S. 

O.I.E., D.B.O. 


Dr. Ratanshaw M.R C.S., L.R.C P., 
Bomanji Khambata. D.P.IJ. 

I)r. Muhammad Ibra* B.A., L.R.C P. & S., 
him Sufi. L R.F.P.S., D.P.H. 

Dr. Bipin Bihari L.M.S., D.P.H. ... 

Brahrnachari. 

Dr. 8yma Prasanna L.M S., D.P H. 

Gupta. 


Dr. Sacbindra Nath M B., D.P.H., D.T.M. 
Sur 

Dr. Rujeudi a Chandra L M.S , D.P.H. 

Ray. 

Dr. Sourendra Mohan M.R C S., L.R.C P., 
Gboab. D.P.H. 

Dr. Giridhari Lai M.B.. Ch.B., D P.JEI. 
Batra. 

Dr. Satyendra Natli M.B., Ch.B , D.P.1L 
Mitra. 

Dr. Rachel Nathan M.B , F R.C.S. 

Cohen. 

Dr. Cecil Henry C.B.E., M.B.. Ch.B. 
Elraes. 

Dr. J. B. McVail ... M.U.C.S., L.lt C.P. ... 

Alfred Holehouse ... Military Assistant 
Surgeon. 

Manindra Nath Civil Assistant Sur- 

Bhattacharji. genn, L.M S 

Dr. Upendra Nath M.B., D.P.H. 

Ray. 

Rash Bihari Dutta ... Temporary Assistant 
Surgeon, M B. 

Panchanan Sur ... Temporary Assistant 
Surgeon, MB., 
D.P.H. 

Murari Mohan Basu Temporary Assistant 
Surgeon, M.B. 

Haripada Sirkar ... Temporary ^ssistant 
Surgeon. 

Banamali Ghosh ... Temporary Aasiatant 
SurgeoD, M.B. 


Special Assistant Director of Public 
Health for Malaria Research, Bengal. 
(Officiating Public Health Commissioner 
with the Government of India, from 
1st February, 1921). 

Sub. pro tern. Special Assistant Director 
of Public Health, Malaria Research, 
Bengal from 28th June, 1919. 

Assistant Director of Public Health, 
Dacca Circle. 

Sub. pro tern. Assistant Director of 
Public Health, Presidency Circle, 
Bengal, Calcutta. 

Sub. pro tem. Assistant Director of 
Public Health, on special duty Anti- 
Huokworm Campaign, Rural Areas, 
4th March, 19 19. 

Sub. pro tem. Assistant Director of 
Public Health, on special duty. Kala- 
azar Inquiry, 3rd June, 1 9 1 9. 

Officiating Assistant Director of Public 
Health, Burdwan Circle, 16th July, • 
1919. 

Officiating Assistant Director of Public 

Health, Rajshahi Circle. 

Special Officer, Calcutta and Chittagong 
Port Stegomiya Investigation. 

Assistant Director of Public Health for 
School Hygiene. 

Medical Inspectress of Girls’ Schools. 

Health Officer, Port of Calcutta. (On 

combined leave for 5 months and 
15 days from 21st July, 1921.) 

Officiating Health Officer, Port of 

Calcutta. 

Assistant Health Officer, Port of 

Calcutta. 

Second Assistant Health Officer, Port of 
Calcutta. 

Third Aseistant Health Officer, Port of 
Calcutta. 

Health Officer, Poft of Chittagong. 

Assistant to the Assistant Director of 
Public Health, Malaria Research. 


Ditto 

ditto. 

Ditto 

ditto. 

Ditto 

ditto. 
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Name. 

Qualification!. 

Jyotirm oy Banarji ... 

Temporary Assistant 
Surgeon, M.B. 

Mahendra Kumar 

Civil Assistant Sur- 

Chakravarti. 

geon, M.B. 

Rao Sahib Vellore 

B.A. 

Govinda Raju 

Mudaliar. 

Rai Sahib Surendra 

B.A., F.C.S". 

Nath De. 

• 

Narendra Krishna 

B.Sc. 

Chatterji. 

Nani Lai Banerji ... 

M.Sc. 

Sachindra Kishore 


Das Ray. 

Abinash Chandra Das 

B.Sc. 

Gupta. 

Hirendra Nath Datta 

B.Sc. 

^John Dallas 

Murine Engineer ... 

Mandayam Oswie 

B.A. 

Tirunarayan Iyen- 
gar. 

M»ss J. F Mackin- 

Diploma of the Cen- 

tosh. 

tral Mid wives 

Board of England 
and other certifi- 
cates of special 
trainin'. Has ex- 
perience of exbibi 
tion and publicity 
work in England. 

Kali Prasanna Ray ... 

M.A , B.L 

Dr. Abinash Chandra 

L.M.S 

Ray Choudhuri. 

Dr. Sarat Chandra 

M.B. 

Das Gupta. 

Dr. Monoranjan 

M.B. 


Chakrabartti. 


Bank. • • 

Assistant to the Assistant Director of 
Public Health School Hygiene. 

Superintendent. Bengal Vaccine Depdt. 
Calcutta. 

First Bacteriologist, Bengal Public 
Health Laboratory. 

First Chemist, Bengal Public Health 
Laboratory, and Public Analyst fur 
Bengal. 

Second Chemist (officiating) Bengal 
Public Health Laboratory (officiating). 

Fourth Chemist, Bengal Public Health 
Laboratory (officiating). 

Second Bacteriologist, Bengal Public 
Health Laboratory. 

Third Ch« mist, Bengal Public Health 
Laboratory 

Third Bacteriologist, Bengal Public 
Health Laboratory (officiating) 

Inspector of Septic Tank Installations, 
bengal 

Entomologist, Malaria Research Depart- 
ment. 

Special Lady Assistant for Publicity 
Work. 


Demonsti ator, Travelling Public Health 
Laboratory. 

Teacher of Hygiene, Sanitary Inspectors’ 
Training Class. 

Entomologist, Stegomiya Survey 

Assistant Surgeon, Sonarpur Maluria 
Observutory. 


PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT, ENGINEERING BRANCH. 

Name. Quiliflcatious. Bank. 


Mr. G. B. Williams M. Inst. C. E. ; M. I. Mech. E. ; Fellow, Chief Engineer, Pub- 
Ro^al Sanitary Institute ; Fellow, lie Health Depart- 
Royal Geographical Society; Fellow, V ment£ 

Institute of Sanitary Engineers ; 30 
years' expeiience of Sanitary En- 
gineering ; late Consnltingoanitary 
Engineer to thef Crown Agent? f §r 
the Colonies. 
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1 Nam*. 


Qualification!. 


Rank. 


Mr. F. C. Griffin ... 


Capt. A. Webster ... 


Mr. S. N. Ghosh 


Cupt W. J. Berry ... 


Mr. K. C Banerjea ... 


A. M.I.C.E.; 18 years’ experience of 

Sanitary Engineeiing. 

Gold Medalist, Sauitary Engineering, 
Dundee Technical School. Sanitary 
Engineering experience in England 
and three year* in charge, Sanitary 
Engineering Works, Singapore. Lieu- 
tenant, Military Woiks Department, in 
charge Nowshera water supply scheme. 

B. A. (Hons) (Cal.). Passed I.E (Cal). 
B.Sc. Eng. (Glasgow). Gold Medalist 
in Mathematics from liooghly College 
in B.A Examination First priz»* in 
Electneal Engineering from Glasgow 
University A M.I C E (Loud.). Mem- 
ber, Royal Sanitary Institute. First 
class certilicate in Sanitary Engineer- 
ing fr*m Royal Technical Institute, 
Glasgow. Member, Asiatic Socit ty, 
Bengal. Eight years’ experience in 
roads, buildings and Sanitary Engi- 
neering. 

M.B.E. Professional Associate of Sur- 
veyors' Institution Member. Royal 
Sanitary Institute. Four yent s’ experi- 
ence of water supply, sanitation and 
construction work in England as Agent 
for the IJilmunton Estate of the Rt 
Hon Hold Islmgton. Mobilised August, 
1914 Sei vi d a^ Garrison Engineer in 
Military Works Department from May, 

1 91 6, to September, 1919. Had charge 
of large oonstmetion works in Im- 
perial Delhi, Bombay and Deolali. 
Hold tank of Captain on lelease from 
service 

Passed upper subordinate, Sibpur College, 

1 903 , Engineer, in charge, Govern- 
ment Printing Woiks; engaged on 
Eastern Bengal Railway; 16 years 
in Engineering Department of Sanitary 
Engineer, Bengal (now Chief Engineer, 
Public Health Department) Promoted 
from Tempotary Surveyor to Sub- 
Engineer and ufterwards appointed 
Assistant Engineer in charge, Dacca 0 
Division. 


Executive Engineer, 
Western Division 
(on leave). 

Officiating Executive 
Engineer, Western 
Division (on leave). 


Executive Engineer, 
Presidency Divi- 
sion. 


Executive Engineer, 
Eastern Di\ iaion 


Assistant Engineer 
in cl mrge of Dacca 
Division 


8ealdah Police Court. 

256. Mr? 8HAIKH MAHBOOB ALEY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state — 

(i) when the Sealdah Police Court was first established; 

( ii ) in what propurtion the number of cases has increased since the 

establishment ? 
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( b ) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware — 

(i) that there is not enough accommodation for parties and wit- 
nesses in the Court building; 

(it) that a large number of people have to keep standing on the 
stairs and outside in the sun; 

(Hi) that the building becomes very dirty and insanitary owing to 
the above circumstances; 

(iv ) that there are not a sufficient number of suitable rooms for 
honorary magistrates to hold their courts; and 

(r ) that some of the rooms where honorary magistrates have to 
hold courts, are in a bad condition and the furniture is 
. dilapidated? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) (i) About 1862 
The exact date cannot be given, but the first report from the Court is 
dated the 3rd June, 1862. 

(??) The figures for 1862 not being available, this question cannot 
be answered. But there has been an increase in the number of cases 
* since 1862. 

(/y ( i ), (ii) and (lit) At times there is overcrowding, especially after 
holidays, when the number of drunk and disorderly cases is large: at 
such times the stairs are crowded and people may for a short time be 
unable to gain admission. The natural result is a certain amount of 
dirt and uncleanliness. 

(iv) This only occurs when honorary magistrates sit on special 
days and not according to the roster. Ordinarily there is a sufficient 
number of rooms. 

(r) The rooms are small but not in a specially bad condition. The 
furniture is ordinary office furniture and was thoroughly repaired and 
overhauled in March, 1920. 


“Phuka” on milch-cows. 

257. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Police Department been 
drawn to the dearth* of pure cow’s milk in Calcytta due chiefly to the 
practice of phuka on milch-cows ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the cows on which phuka is practised are sold . 
to butchers to ue slaughtered? 

(c) What are the laws now in force for the prohibition of the prac- 
tice of phuka? 

( d ) Which is the agency which enforces tfce said laws? 

(e) What was the number of phuka prosecutions last year, and 
with what results? 
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Jhi Hoft’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Government are aware 
that scarcity of good cow’s milk is attributed partly to the practice in 
question. 

(b) Government have no information. 

( c ) The member is referred to the answer given to unstarred 
question No. 4 ( c ) (v) on the 7th February last. 

(d) The police and the Calcutta Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals. 

(e) There were no prosecutions last year. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I should like to know whether the 
Government will be pleased to ask further information from tho authori- 
ties concerned. 

The Hon’ble 8ir HENRY WHEELER: I am willing to do so in order 
to ascertain new facts. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Sir, I am surprised to fin& that 
the Government statement says that there were no prosecutions last 
year. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: That is an argument not a 
supplementary question. 

Drinking water on passenger steamers. 

258. Babu BHI8HMADEV DAS: (a) Is the Hon’ble the'Member 
in charge of the Marine Department, aware that on inland passenger 
steamers in Eastern Bengal drinking water is kept in small quantities 
only on the first class deck, where other classes of passengers have no 
access, and that the latter have to depend for drinking water on an 
unfiltered supply drawn by them from the river? 

( h) Is it a fact that the pumps on many steamers are located just 
behind the third class latrines? 

(c) Is it a fact that the reservoirs are seldom, if ever, filled with 
water? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of asking the 
steamer companies to arrange that a regular supply of water for drinking 

purpose bo kept on board all passenger steamers? 

( c ) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that on most steamers one of 
the two pumps is kept unavailable ior use by passengers, by detachment 
of some necessary part, and that the other is mainly used by the crew, 
and that passengers find much difficulty in procuring water when 
needed ? ' * 

(/) Is the Hon’bl^ the Member aware that at intermediate stations 
a narrow plank without railings is lowered down for the embarkation 
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and disembarkation of passengers and that women, children anil, old 
people experience difficulty in passing over it? 

(g) Are the Government considering the desirability of laying down 
a minimum breadth for these planks and of directing that the same 
be provided with railings on J>otli sides P 

( h ) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that on passenger steamers the ' 
arrangement for latrines is such that four to six seats are provided in 
a single compartment? 

(i) Is the Ilbn’ble the Member aware that a siaigle compartment 

with si$ seats is never used except by one person at a time owing to 
feelings of delicacy? » 

( j ) 4re the Government considering the desirability of askftig the 

steamer companies to construct several latrines with only one seat in 
each compartment ? * ^ 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Kerr): (a) All vessels belonging to the Joint Steamer Companies 
are provided with drinking water for all classes of passengers. In most 
of the larger vessels a separate pump connects witli freshwater tanks in 
• the holds and a second pump connects direct with the river fo^ washing' 
purposes. In small feeder steamers fresh-water tankR are on deck and 
only one pump for washing purposes is provided. »- 

Where a supply of filtered water is not procurable, drinking water 
tanks are generally filled by the engine room donkey-engine from the 
best river water obtainable, to which a supply of alum is added. 

(b) If this question refers to drinking-water pumps, the reply is in 
the negative. 

(c) It is not a fact that the fresh-water tanks are seldom, if ever, 
filled with water,. 

(d) The Joint Steamer Companies state that a regular supply of 
drinking water is kept on board all passenger steamers* 

( e ) No. The Joint Steamei Companies state that occasionally pumps 
get out of order, but they are attended to as soon as possible. They 
have very hard wear, and if they get out of order it is often the custom- 
to dismantle the j^iunger rod, but immediate attention is given. 

( f) At small stations a single plank is often used, but hand rails are 
held by lascars for the safety and convenience of ,passefigers. This 
practice has been ih force for many years and tfie Joint Steamer Com- 
panies state that it has proved to be safe and suited to the conditions 
obtaining. rig fulL«t#es at small stations would greatly delay, 
steamers and consequently single plaaks 12 inches broad ar# provided. 

(g) Government do not consider that it is necessary to impose thedfer 

restrictions. ** # * 

(h) Latrines vary in lumbers accordii% to capacity "of steamSrs. 
Two to six seats are provided according to requirements. There is a 
partition between each neat. 
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(I) No objection, to the type of latrine'm use has been raised. Amoni 
certain classes only one person uses the latrine at a time. 

(j) No. 


y 

Expenditure incurred by Covernmefit in defence of cases. 

259. Babu 8UREHORA NATH RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble tli 
Member in chaise of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whethe 
it is a, fact that after the Meredith, case (in which a bailiff of the Calcutta 
Small Cause Court was defended by Government at a heavy cost) instruc 
tions issued by the then Member in charge of the Judicial Depart 
ment 1 6 the Legal Remembrancer that in all cases involving extraordinary 
expenditure the matter should be placed before the Member in chargi 
before i^cuirring any expenditure or instructions of a like nature? 

(b) If the instructions were not as stated, will the Hon’ble tin 
Member be pleased to state what instructions, if any, were issued b] 
the Member in charge of the Judicial Department to the Legal Remem 
branc«k ii^the above case? 

(c) Vf ere the instructions, # any, observed in the xase of ,Sul> 

rhajiect<fr < Dwijen(|ra Chandra Gliose versus the Editor of the Bangabasii 
f id) If not, why not ? * * 

MENHIR in 'charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blt 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim) : (a) The answer is in the negative. v 

(b) JSo instructions were issued to the Legal Remembrancer. 

(e) and (d) The questions do not arise. 

Pay of the European Officers of the Imperial Police. 

*89. Bab if SURENDRA NATH NFULLICK L (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Medflier iu charge- of the Police Department he pleased to stateMhe 
number of appointments in the rank of Deputy Inspector-General of 
Police before the partition in-i&OS, when Bengai, Bihar "and Orissa were 
united, and the districts administered by each of thejpt and the number 
since added to the cadre, and the districts now administered by each, and 

the dates o^whioh each appointment was sanctioned? ' . 

(b) Will the Hbn’ble the Member be pleased to state the reasons for 
Die creation o| these appointments? 

(Bj Will ths Hon’hle the Member be -pleased to state the amount 
amrttally spent for their pay and .allowance and establishment charges 
(^epftratelyl? * 

(d) Is it aityct that the Inspec'tpr-QeneraJ.af Police has a Second 
Assistant? When was tMs (post created P’ Will the Hon’ble the Mem- 
ber “be- pleaJed to giye reasons for the creation of this post after the 
separation of Bihar _gn3 Orissa from Bengal? 
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(^) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to» state the present 
strength of the cadre of Superintendents of Police in Bengal? When 
was the cadre first fixed, and for what numljer, and wheti was the post 
of Additional Superintendent of Police created, and how many are now 
holding that situation in Bengal? 

(/) How many of the posts of Superintendents and Additional Sup- 
erintendents of Police aje at present substantively held by Indians, and 
under what principle are promotions to these appointments made from 
among promoted and directly appointed Deputy Superintendent? 

(g) What is the present percentage of Indians holding these appoint- 
ments to the total strength of the cadre? What percentage was recom- 
mended by the Public Services Commission to be reserved for Indians; 
and what steps have been taken by Government to give effect to these 
recommendations? Has the formula of recruitment ' and^romotion 
which was found to be defective by that Commissieft, been changed? 
If not, why not? * 

(h) Is it a fact that the European Officers of the Imperial Police 

submitted representations to the Secretary ofV State regarding father 
fnerease in their pay, and is it a fao* that their pay has since been fur- 
ther increased? If so, will the Hon’ble the Member bt pleased to lay 
on the table a copy of their representation to the Secretary of State and 
the orders of the latter thereon and to state how the order, if given effect . 
to, will affect the Indian Officers? .*** * 

(?) AVill the Hon ’hie the Member he pleased to state whether a 
supplementary budget will lie placed before the Council for meeting the 
increase o? pay of the Imperial Service? If not, from what source will 
the additional expenditure be provided? 

(;) Have the Government considered the desirability of i>ostpomng 
giving immediate v §ffect to the increment sanctioned for the Imperil 
Service on account of tW financial stringency? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) A statement showing 
the districts administered by each Deputy Inspector-General in Bengal 
(including Bihar and Orissa) in 1905, and the dretrrets now adminis- 
tered by each Deputy Inspector-General in Bengal is laid oro the library 
table. * * 

Four posts of Deputy Inspector-General were sanctioned on the recon- 
stitution of the Presidency in 1912, three additional posts have been « 
sanctioned since-^one in 1913, one in 1915 and one in 1917. One 
temporary post. ^ , r ^ 

(b) The appointments were created in order to^seeuj-e more efficient * 
supervision of police work in the province. . 

(c) A statement giving the information iaalaid on tbe*library table. 

( d ) Yes. The post was created in 1915, to mqpt the demands of 
increased work at headquarters. 


M X 
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(e) The present strength of the cadre of Superintendents is i 
including 6 temporary appointments. The cadre was originally fii 
at 44 on the constitution of the Presidency in 1912. The posts of Ad 
tional Superintendents were first created in 1908 in Eastern Benj 
and Assam, and Id officers are at present holding such posts in Bengal. 

(/) Three appointments are held by Indian officers substantive 
and three substantively pro tempore. These appointments are ms 
by selection from among both promoted and (firectly recruited Depi 
Superintendents. 

(g) The present percentage of Indians on the cadre of Superint* 
dents is 10. 

The Secretary of State has passed orders after consideration of t 
recommendations of the Public Services Commission, fixing a defin 
percentage (<33 per cent.) of appointments to be made from India, 
which effect will now be given. 

(//) Yes. Copies of the memorial and of the order fixing t 
revised rates of pay f'or«the Indian Pftlice are laid on the library tab 
Indian Officers* will be entitled to the benefit of these rates. The 
Indian officers who were in the service on the 30th April TtbJi, will 
eligible for oveiseas pay. 

(?) The matter is under consideration. 

(;) No. 


Deputy Inspectors-General and Second Assistant to the* Inspect*) 
General of Police. 

261. Babu HEM CHANDRA NASKER: (a) Will the Ilon’b 
fho Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased 
slate the number of apiwuntments in the rank of Deputy Inspecto 
General of Police before the partition in 1905 when Bengal, Bihar ar 
Orissa were united, and the districts administered by them each, ar 
the number since added to the cadre and the districts now administer 
by each, and the dates on which each appointment was sanctioned t< 
gether vy^ith the reasons for the creation of these appointments? 

(b) Will flie Hoti’ble the Member be pleasod* to state the amour 

annually spent for^tfieir pay and allowance and establishment charge 
< separately) ? v ^ 

(c) Is it a fact that the luspector-General of Police has a secon 
Assistant? 

(d) Wheh was ‘this post "created P 

(e) Will the Hdn’ble $ie Member be pleased to state the reasons fo 
the creatiop of thia^post after the separation 6f Bihar and Orissa fron 
Bengal P* 
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(/) Is it a fact that the post of a Vice-Principal has been created 
for the Nardah Police Training College P 

( g ) When was this post created, and will the Government, be pleased 
to give reasons for the creation of this post? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER; (a) to (e) The memlier is 
referred to the answers given to question No. 260. 

(/) and (y) A post Assistant Principal (to he filled by a Super- 
intendent of Police} was created in February, 1921, to assist the Prin- 
cipal, mainly in connection with the practical part of the training of 
officers. 


Demands for grants. 

' Thflt Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN moved “ that a sum of Its. 200 be transferred from ‘ 5. — 
Land Revenue —Management of Government Estates— Outlay on 
Improvements’ to 4 32. — Medical’ on account. of annual contribution 
to the Ramnagar jlispensary ill’ the Contai subdivision in the district of 
Midnapoee.* r 

The note from the Revenue Department explain^, the necessity of 
this transfer which has been made at the recommendation of the Board 
of Revenue and is for a dispensary. I trust that this will be granted 
by the Council. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The HcaPble Mr. KERR moved “that a sum of its. 31,51,000 be trans- 
ferred from 4 5. — Land Revenue — Charges of District Administration — 
General and Subdivisional Establishments ’ to i 22. — General Admin- 
istration ’ in view of the decision of the Government of India that the 
expenditure of the district officers and their establishment now divided 
between the heads ‘ 5. — Land Revenue ’ and ‘ 24. — Administration of 
Justice ’ should be recorded entirely under ‘ 22. — General Administra- 
tion.’ ’’ 

Thighs purgly a formal matted Hitherto there has Wen a somewhat 
complicated artangement regarding the allocation of the cost of Dis- 
trict Officqfs and their establishment between the heads “ Land Revenue”" 
and “ Administration of Justice.” The Government *of India have 
now decided that all charges in connection with th5 District Officers will t 
be debited to a oiew head “ 22. — General Administration.’” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM moved “ that a *um of Rs. 1,000 
be transferred from ‘ 24. — Administration fcf Justice — High Court ’ to 
‘ 41. — Civil Works— Puhjjc Works Department ’ for the construction 
of a vacuum cleaner for the record room of the Higfc Court.” 

The motion wdfe put £bd agreed t o . 
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The Hon’ble Mr. KERR moved “ that a sum of Bs. 27,35,000 be 
transferred from ‘ 24. — Administration of Justice — Criminal Courts — 
General and Subdi visional Establishments ’ to * 22. — General Adminis- 
tration 9 in view of the decision of the Government of India that the 
expenditure of the district officers and their establishment now divided 
between the heads ‘ 6. — Land Revenue ’ and ‘ 24. — Administration of 
Justice y should be tfeoorded entirely under ‘ 22. — General Administra- 
tion. * ” 

< 

This is supplementary to the resolution which I have just now moved. 

The motion was put and agrAd to. 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler) moved “ that the sum of Its. 31,000 under ‘ 29. — 
Political — Miscellaneous ’ 1 ft' transferred to * 22. — General Administra- 
tion — Civil Secretariat ** owing to the decision dUthe audit officers that 
this charge should not appear under the head ‘29. — ijplitical.’ ” 

This is a matter of accounts classification. The provision, as ex- 
plained to the Council in ft memorandum Vhich has been circulated, has 
reference to the establishment of shorthand writers which is employed 
for the reporting of public speeches both iu. English and in the Vernacu- 
lar. This has hitherto been shffam -Htfiter thejigad political,” and it 
has been ruled by the Accounts authority that it should more appro- 
priately be sbmvrf under “ General Ailministmtion — Civil Secretariat.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. V 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur) moved “ tl^t a sum of Its. 15,767 be transferred from the 
provision of Its. 1,02,000 under ‘ 35. — Industries — Director of Industries 
— Miscellaneous — Mining Instructions v in coal-fields ’ to ‘41. — Civil 
Works — Public Works Department ’ for the construction of the follow- 
ing:— 


(a) Construction of ft mining lecture 1ml) for miqj,ug 
ckiMseB at Rauigauj ... ... ... 

(10 Construction o£ quarters for the Indian ftsBistant 

attached £o the miuiug lecture hall at Haniganj ... 8,800 ” 

* *** * 

In doing so I wish to make it clear that I am not asking the Coun- 
cil for any additional grant. ***■ 

The money has already been vote^l by the Council and is included in 
the sum of Us. 3 ,0lf,()00 which they have granted under the head “35. — 
industries for Mining Instructions in coal-fie)ds.” As* tJie works will 
be carried out through the agency of the Public Works Department it is 
necessary to transfer the mortfy to tire budgei of that Department. 
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The Hon’ble 8ir HENRY WHEELER moved “ that a sum of 

Bs. 20,400 out of Bs. 25,000 under 4 47. — Miscellaneous — Miscellaneous 
unforeseen charges 9 be transferred to the heads upted below on account 
of the following itenur: — 

22.— General Administration — 


Rs. 

(a) For prating of electoral robs in Bitbhum ... 51 

( b ) For^graut of honorarium to tiie ininistci iul staff eft 

the 24-Farganas district ...**> ... ... %0 

(c) For grant to the Culcutta Corporation on account of 

• expenditure incurred by it iu connection ^with elec- 
tions ... ... ... ... 10.853 

{i l ) For grant to the Dacca Municipal^ for expenditure 


incurred by it on account of elections ... 25 

(>) For grant^of honorarium to the election roll officer of 
th#KJalciitttt Corporation in connection with a bye- 
election ... ... ... ... 50 

(/*) For expenditure In'*' connection with the hye-clection 

of the Burdwan constituency ... „... 1,500 

(/) For printing of electoral rolls iu Noakhali district •<* 05G 

(/*| For of polling otAjfbsiiret in Barrackpore sub- 
division ... ... ... ... 7U0 

(t) For expenditure m connection with bye-eloetitffifc, that 

may occur ... ... ... ... 5,185 


tO, 370 


24. — Administration of Justice — 

O') Grant *»f lion oral itifft to the stenographer of tlie Dim* ' 

trict Judge of liooghly ... . ... ... 30 

S 4P 


20,400 ” 


These various item.** lire, on the taee of them, connected with the 
recent Council elections and the bye-elections which have been held in 
consequence of certain vacancies. The items explain themselves. 
They cover exjienditure incurred for the holding of election. The largest 
item was incurred on account of elections in T'ulcutta.* A lump pr**», 
vision, in anticipation of charges of this kind, was made tinder the head 
4< Miscellaneous ’^and aft that I projxme now is to transfer it to the 
proper heads. 

The motion was jitrt and agreed to.* 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR moved 44 that a sui* of Bs. 2,93,500 bo- 
transferred from the head 44 47. — fescellaneous — Miscellaneous and 
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unforeseen charges M to the heads noted below to meet chargee on 
account of contract contingencies : — 



Rs. 

7. — Stamps 

1,000. 

9. — Registration 

1,000 

22. — General Administration 

68,500 

24. — Administration of Justice 

... , 10,000 

26: — Police 

1,00,000 

32. — Medical 

... 1,10,000 

34. — Agriculture 

2,000 

41. — Civil Works — Civil 

1,000 


2,93,500.' 


Ah I explained to the Council in course of the Budget debate the 
contract contingent grants for the various offices were fixed in 1917. » 
Since then the prices of all miscellaneous articles, stationery, jmstage 
and telegrams and so on have gone up very considerably and the Dis- 
trict officers and others are no longer able to keep within the allotment 
which was made in 1917. We accordingly made a lump provision of 
Its. 3,00,000 in the budget which was passed by the Council and we now 
ask the Council to approve of t lie distribution of that lump sum under 
various head$ as shown in the memorandum which has been circulated. 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY moved << that the demand 
for transfer of Us. 1,00,000 frgm the head i 47. — Miscellaneous — Mis- 
cellaneous and unforeseen charges ’ to the head ‘ 26. — Police ’ to meet 
charges on account of contract contingencies, be refused. 

The other day we passed a supplementary budget grant for this very 
Police department and now we are confronted with an extra supplemen- 
tary budget demand. Perhaps, by next November, we shaill meet with 
another additional extra supplementary Police demand, and so, at every 
sitting of the Council, this nation-preserving department will continue 
its demand. 

Sir, under what conditions can a supplementary budget grant be 
demanded? If we turn tojrule 94 of the Council Joules and Standing 
Orders, we will find that an estimate for supplementary grant can only 
l>e presented to the Council, when the amount voted in the annual 
Budget is found to be insufficient for the purposes of the^girrent year. 
Now, has this been found insufficient? In the Budget we have already 
granted Rs. 7,29,91% to the police department alone for contract con- 
tingencies. Has the whole^ amount or such a large slice of it been already 
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spentNluring the last five months that the Government now finds* it- 
self in an impossible position? And will this additional Rs. 1;00,000 
tide it over the remaining seven months? No, Sir^ it cannot yet have 
been found so, for it is impossible for the whole amount to have been 
already spent within such a short time. 

In the Police department there are less number of items which fall 
under the head “ contract contingencies,” than In any other depart- 
ment. Items whi^li in other departments come under “ contract con- 
tingencies” e.g ., petty constructions purchase of tents, purchase of 
clothing, etc., are, iii the Police department, fully provided for else- 
where and do not £ome under “ contract contingencies.” Cost of 
photographs, country stationery, hire of boats and elephants, service 
postage stamps, repairs to accoutrements, lighting charge of police 
•stations and some other minor things fall under this head in the Police 
department. 

In paragraph 8 of Government resolution No. 3597 F. of 1894, 
which is still in force, it was strictly enjoined that unless a very strong 
case was made out and unless re-appropriation from other grants be 
•found impossible, no application for an additional grant under the 
head “ contract contingencies ” would be entertained and that all dis- 
bursing office! s must so arrange their expenditure as to avoid the 
necessity for such applications. This has also been related in Govern- 
ment circular No. 11 F. of 1900 and again in No. 375-FF. of 1907. In 
the latter the Government resohtfion runs as follows: — 

The Lieutenant-Governor wisheR it to be clearly understood that no application 
for an extra grant will be entertained in future unless it con be shown that the 
charges for which the grant is required, wajpe abnormal and beyond the disbursing 
officer’s control and could not have been postponed or met by more prudent arrange- 
ment. 

Sir, the allotments of “ contract contingencies ” are based on the 
actuals of the past four years after eliminating ail abnormal charges and 
making due allowa\dv for the expansion of growing departments. The 
present allotjnent for contract contingencies, which was made only in 
1917, when war conditions were prevailing and prices were very high, 
w^s Rs. 7,35,1 16. It was the maximum fixed after due consideration 
of the preceding last four years’ expenses and was not to be ordinarily 
exceeded. But what do we find?"t*The ‘financial Secretary has cir- 
culated a note to us^showiag that even in 1918-19, the actuals of Police 
contract contingencies*amounted to Rs. 8,08,007, in 1919-20 Rs. 9,20, 722^ 
and in 1920-21 Bln 9,12,965 and the average of last three years* 
Rs. 9,02,561. Thus it is patent that although a sanctioned allotinent 
was fixed for five y^fiirs in 1917, it was fixed only nominally to l>e exceeded 
the very ne*k year. Sir, the sanctioned allotment for five years from 
1007 to 1912 for the Police department was Rs« 3,08,000 and now it is 
Rs. 7,35,116. And, Sir, if we compare the ratid^of increase and the 
gxcess of the average of the last three years over the present sanctioned 
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allotment 6f the contract* contingencies of other departments, th* con- 
trast be still more striking. Sir, the Secretary in his note has 

stated that this additional Rs. 1,00,000 is necessary for the increased 
rates of postage and telegraph charges. But were these rates high too 
during the last thr^e years? No, but the present sanctioned allotment 
had all along been exceeded. And the root-cause is that even against the 
spirit of the letter of the Government resolutions, the disbursing officers 
exercised no control and they in their turn are not controlled by their 
superiors. It is this want of control ovep the finances which is the- bane 
of this I^blio# department that I most object to. Sir, superintendence is 
mostly confined to the* maintenance of a superficial discipline, ability to 
stand erect, to march steps and to salute with the proper jerk ajid angular 
precision and we have got a host o£ officers eiypying fat emoluments 
therefor. 1 r 

Sir, a retrenchment Committee is sitting at present to see if any 
retrenchments are possible. Cannot the Hon’ble the Hon’ble Member 
wait a few months to see whether means eould be found to do without 
this extra grant? The demand already granted would surely be enough 

at least for these few months. « 

*#• * 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: I venture to think that the 
Kumar is carrying bis inveterate feud against Police expenditure, of 
wliieh lie has so often made Jum0^<d^e^£ham this Council in 

recent months, io extremes wliioh are alrndst verging^oft the ridiculous. 
’We have here a grant which' covers^ some -fifteen departments, the 
general jMfture of the proposal being to transfer certain additional sums 
in res]>ect of these departments to the contract contingency grant of 
each from the lump provisions specifically made for that purpose in the 
budget. The reason for this transfer is common to all these fifteen 
departments, namely £ the Jjgct' that these contract grants were settled 
in 1917, since when the cost of labour and of such/thjngs a«L postage and 
telegraph charges and other heads of e^pendifttfa, vfhiqb are com- 
mon to all departments, has gone up to a-marked*£xtent. That argu- 
ment is common to all these 15 departments. The KuinAt is perfectly 
willing to swallow that argument in the ease of fourteen departments, 
but it sticks in bis gorge when lie comes to the Police department. Is 
the department of Police in this inspect in any way different from the 
other fourteen in which the same causes are operative? The Kumar 
lias not advanced auy single argument as tc why the same causes 
should not he operative in the case of the Police department, exaspt his 
general indictment, rtf which I am lieginning to get tired, that tUe sup- 
erior police officers do not exercise supervision of any kind whatsoever, 
and his doubtful statement that contract contingencies ip the Police 
department cover less heado than in any other. I know iA>t upon what 
information his statement is based. The heads of contract contingencies 
in the Police department — if he wishes to have the details — are the coat 
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of photographs, repair of boats, country stationery, printing at* pri- 
vate presses, temporary boat establishment, country medicine, cost 
of repairs to steamers and schooners, petty repairs, pay of menials, hot 
and cold weather charges, tour charges, repairs to tents, purchase and 
repair of furniture, service postage charges and. service telegrams, 
office expenses, repair of arms and accoutrements, lighting charges of 
police-stations, miscellaneous, hire of launches, boats, elephants, horses * 
and mules, cost, of coal and fuel* for launches, cost of cadastral maps 
maintenance of fnotor lorries and police investigation. So the list is 
quite a lengthy one, and I doubt much if it is any les& than similar lists 
in the case of other departments, while, more probably, it is longer. 

Now,* one of the reasons that we had to ask for this grant in the case 
of the Police is our action in the past in cutting Police expenditure too 
low — down to a point*below which the department, could not he earned on. 

If tKe Council will look foefigures, they will see that the budget provi- 
sion for Police expenditure has been fixed at a very low figure. I am my- 
self responsible for so fixing it. Put I so fixed it in pursuance of our con- 
stant desire to reduce Police expenditure as much as ]x>ssil>le. If the* 
Council will look at the figures, they will see that against the throe 
years’ average of Ks. 9,02,561, the budget provision is only for 
Rs. 7,29,000, and I put it to the Council whether the conditions of this 
year are in any wty IfSW those of the three years on wfyirh the* 

average is based*. * ^li^fw^iy^Botjani^asonahle to ask for a sum which 
is even less- thaii> tW average standard. Further, I ^cannot assure the 
Council that we fiot Jiave to come up Mter*and ask for more. Tin* 

Inspector-General of Police says that we shall huv# to do so, and ho v 
writes as follows: — 

Districts arc already complaining pf the inadequacy of the grants given to 
them. There lias been an all-round increase in the price* of articles, building 
materials, cost of labour, rates of postage, mte^of railway freights a*d fare, etc., 
which necessitates an increased expenditure under almost all sub-heads of contract 
contingcnejda, to^depi|jtiwantal building's, repairs to launches and 

boats, coufifry ’ oil^ for police stations, pay of menials, 

cost of coal, etd. l&tWes* thft* owing to the introduction of revised jMistul rates 
the expenditure under the head “ postage and telegram charges M has been very 
heavy. Some of the districts have reported that they will be unable to carry on 
unless substantial extra grants are given to them. Proposals have been received 
from certain districts for the purchase and renewal of hospital equipment, furni- 
ture, clothing, bedding and utensils, but they have been kept pending for want 
of funds, thus causing great inconvenience to patiewts. A large sum will be 
reqnired to equip the neWiJfylice hospital at Howrah, which is expected to be 
pleted tTus year, and for diet and travelling allowance of chaukuiars for guarding 
raiHWty lines on the occasion of the projjosod visit of - His Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales to Bengal. 

I submit, Sir, that this is a simple and straightforward argument, fully 
justifying ibe demand which we now mak», and, moreover an argument 
which in every other case the mover of this amendment is perfectly 
willing to accept as valid. 
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The amen3ment was put and lost. 

The original motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr was put and carried. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID HAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur moved 44 that a sum of Rs. 4,661 be transferred from the 
head 4 41. — Civil Works — Public Works Department — Repairs ’ to 
4 22. — General Administration ’ for repairs to furniture of the Barrack- 
pore Circuit House. 4 ’ 'y- 

The sum of lis. 4,661 for repairs to furniture in Bafrrackpore House, 
was originally sho^n under 44 41. — Civil Works ” in the Budgef, as Bar- 
rackpore House was not then declared as a Circuit House. The charges 
for the maintenance of furj^jture of Circuit House cannot be debited to 
“ 41. — -Civil Works,’ 4 but &} the amount required for Barrackpore has 
already been included under that head it is now proposed to transfer it 
to “ 22. — General Administration ” to whioh it is properly debitable. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Resolutions 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest). 

The PRE8IDENT (the Hon’ble Nawab 8ir 8yed 8hams-ul-Hu<*a): 

1 think J ought to inform the members that His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor has declined to give any extension of time for the session. The 
discussion of the resolutions relating to the ministerial officers will now 
be resumed. r 


Salaries of Ministerial Officers. 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: As there were comparatively few mem- 
bers present when I begafr my speech on the Ministerial officers Commit- 
tee’s report last night, I may, perhaps, be allowed to recapitulate very 
briefly what 1 then said in regard to the general principles on which 
we are dealing with the subject. 1 then explained that as the cost of 
the scheme, whatever principles we might adopt, would certainly 
exceed Rs. If) lakhs, the Scheme would require the sanction of the 
Secretary of State and Jhat under' the instructions oJ the Secretary of 
AUute we were debarred from putting our own proposals before the 
Council or asking the Council for a vote until the Secretary of State 
had had an opportunity of examining the matter. I said, however, that 
there was no bar to the Council expressing its views on the subject 
and that we had arranged for this debate to take place in ©rder to jgive 
the Council that opportunity.! «■ 

Then, T said that (there were certain general considerations which 
might well be taken into account by the Council before it gave its vote 
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oa^the various proposals which have been put before it# The .most 
important of these is the standard of enhancement which is to l)e adopted 
and I showed that on the whole our safest standard would be an increase 
of pay based on the figures ol' the Director-General of Statistics. I 
show r ed that his latest returns indicated an increase of prices in India 
over pre-war rates of 66 per cent, and that there was every likelihood 
that there would be a fall in that rate within a reasonable period of 
time. I therefore suggested that as a general guide it would be suffi- 
cient to take th4 Committee’s standard in preference to that of the Rai 
Bahadur w’hich allows a general increase of pay of abftut 100 per cent. 

I show'ed that the cost of the various schemes would he as follows: 
the scheme in the majority report will costjfcbout 31 lakhs over the pre- 
war rates; the scheme of the Rai BahadurSvill cost about Rs. 48 lakhs; 
and if we add to the* Rai Bahadur’s scheme the various proposals which 
have been made in these resolutions, we estimate that it would come 
roughly to another Rs. 10 or 12 lakhs, that is to say, about 60 or 65 lakhtf 
over pre-wnr rates. Of course, it is difficult to form an accurate estimate 
about the cost of these schemes in the resolutions as some of them overlap 
one another and some appear to be contradictory. Then, I said that 
I did not think that the Council was qualified to go into all the details 
regarding the different posts which have been raised in some of the 
resolutions. The House of Commons would certainly not undertake 
work of that kind, nor would any deliberative body in the civilised 
world, as far as I am aware, undertake the examination of detailed 
proposals about such persons as Registration muharrirs and Civil Sur- 
geons’ Iderks. I then said that as an illustration of the different points 
involved, I projiosed to go briefly through t lie proposals in resolution 
No. 23 and that was the point that I reached when the time came for 
the adjournment last night. 

The first proposal in resolution No. 23, is an important one, because 
it relates to the initial pay of the ministerial officers in the lower grades 
in the mufassal courts and offices. . The discussions on this point showed 
that the various speakers had failed to not ice the very important prin- 
ciples laid dowui by the Committee in paragraph 9 of their report 
regarding the standard value of time-scales. It is, of course, a fact that 
both for existing incumbents and for new recruits the substitution of 
a time-scale for a graded system is in itself a $jreat advantage. Under 
the graded system a man may he stuck in one grade for several years - 
and in the smaller offices, where promotion is -had, a man may stop 
seven years or even longejvin a grade: whereas under the time-scale 
he goes up steadily with annual or biennial increments, and that factor 
aloue is an enormous* advantage to the incumbents on a time-scale as 
compared with the same man ©r his predecessor on the graded 'system. 

At the same time, of course, it increases very g^atly the cost. I will 
now explain to the Council how these various proposals work out on 
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the standard* values of the time-scale proposed by the Commit te^rand 
those proposed in these resolutions. Now, taking 1 the ministerial 
officers of the lower grades, the existing pay is Rs. 25 rising to Rs. 50 
in various grades. The Committee propose a time-scale of Rs. 40 — 80, 
by increments of Rs. 2. The average of this scale is Rs. 60 and the 
average of the present scale is Rs. 33; so the average improvement 
provided for by the committee is very nearly 100 per cent. Allowing, 
however, for past service to count, the value of the increase to existing 
incumbents is very much greater. Mr. Roy, who is one of the authors 
of the report and is now Collector of Bapkura, reports that the effect 
of the application of the Committee’s scale to his office will be an im- 
mediate increase ranging from GO to 90 per cent., and even as .much as 
100 per gent, in the ease of individuals. Mr. Roy is apparently shocked 
to find ttiut^fais proposals have become so expensive and I must say that I 
am surprised to find it also. Now, the average of the scale proposed in 
*tke resolution is Rs. 7G, that is to say, Rs. 16 in excess of the .Com- 
mittee’s scale and no less than Rs. 43 above the present scale; and the 
average increase works out at 137 per cent, and the actual increase in indi- 
vidual cases would of course be much higher for the reasons I have just 
given. I suggest that an increase of 137 per cent, to the lower grade 
ministerial officers is altogether more than we can afford. These people 
are. extremely numerous and it may interest the Council to know the 
actual figures of the total cost. The Committee’s proposals would cost 
about Rs. 47,000 a month or about half a lakh, or Rs. 6 lakhs annually. 
The extra cost of the proposals'll! Maulvi Hmaduddin Ahmed’s resolution 
would l)o Rs. 98,000 or* very nearly a lakh a month, that is fto say, 
Rs. 42 lakhs a year over the present cost; in other words the extra 
expenditure is double or rather more than double that of the majority 
report of the Committee. I do not think that we can afford an extra 
Rs. G lakhs for the ministerial officers in the lower grades in the mu- 
fassal. At present, as I have said, they begin on Rs. 25 and we propose 
to give them Rs. 40 and aftei they have passed the period of probation 
they will go up steadily with annual increments; so a young man of 
twenty or twenty-two years of ago will begin to draw Rs. 40 and go 
up steadily to the top of tlie grade at Rs. 80. I ask the Council to 
consider whether this is not sufficient to meet the needs of the minis- 
terial officers of the lower grades especially having regard to the present 
state of the financial resources of the province. . ** 

mm a 

The next proposal deals with the upper division. The present pay 
ot the upper division is Rs. 60 — 125 fCnd the average of th^apale is 
Rs. 75. The Committee proposed that this should be raised to Rs. 

g0 140; the average value of which fs Rs. 115, 'or an increase of 54 

per cent. The average of thr proposals in the resolution is Tfcs. 142 
or 90 per ceift. inorea^ and it would certainly exceed 100 per cent, 
if we applied it to individuals. The present cost is Rs. 28,000, 
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the fi^mmittee’s proposal will cost Rs. 43,000, the Rai -Bahadur’s 
scheme will cost Rs. 50,000 and the cost of the scheme in the 
i esolution will be Rs. 53,000, or about Rs. 10,000 or Rs. 12,000 
more than the cost of the Committee’s scheme; or well over Rs. 1,00,000 
a year for the upper division alone. 

Then, we Come to the ease of the sheristadars of Munsifs’s courts. 
Their present pay is lbs. GO in Eastern Bengal, and Rs. TO in Western 
Bengal; the Committee proposed that thev should be put on a scale of 
Rs. 80—100, an increase of 50 per cent. The scale proposed in the reso- 
lution is Rs. 120 — 150; the average cost of the proposal will be Rs. 142 
as compared with Rs. 93, which is the average of the Committee’s 
proposal. 'The proposal in the resolution will cost Rs. 33,000 against 
Rs. 22,000 under the Committee’s proposal, that is, an of 

Rs. 11,000 a month, or above Rs. 1,00,000 a year; so taking the first 
three proposals that have aheady been dealt with, they give us an 
inn ease of about Rs. 8 to Rs. 9 lakhs straightaway over the Committee's 
proposals and that is a very large sum indeed. 

The fourth proposal is regarding the limitation of immediate in- 
creases of pay to 50 per cent. Government is prepared to accept this 
resolution as we find that the limitation wtorks unevenly and is causing 
considerable trouble and dissatisfaction in other services. This limi- 
tation of increment is a comparatively recent innovation which has been*’* 
introduced by the Government of India in certain recent re-organisations. 
We propose to recommend that we should not be hound by this limiting 
consideration in raising the pay of the miiiirteripl officers. The final 
decision, howevei , as I have said, will rest with tin* Government pi 
India and the Secretary of State, and I cannot say what view they will 
take of our proposal. 

Then, the fifth proposal relates to the head clerks and ^translators in 
Judges’ offices. There are 11 ot these officers, 5 of whom are on 
Rs. *125 and G on Rs. 100. The average pay is Rs. 111. The proposal 
of the Committee is to increase their pa^ ao as to give them an average 
of Rs. 163; so the Committee have gone beyond their standard percen- 
tage in fixing the pay of these posts. The average proposed in the 
resolution would be Rs. 212 or neaily 100 per cent, over the existing 
pay. There are only a few of these officers, but I suggest that the 
increment proposed in these resolutions is excessive. t 

Then, there is the case of the head clerks in Civil Surgeons’ offices. 
The proposal in the resolution recommends that these people should be * 
placed on the lame footing as the ministerial officers of the upper divi- 
sion. The Civil Surgeons’ offices hre very small, some of them have 
three Metis and some have only two. The wjprk is entirely of a routine 
nature and does ndt call for ain filing like the skilj required* in upper 
division posts in district offices. The present average pay of the bead 
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darks in Civil Surgeons’ offices rs Rs. 40. The proposal of the^Oom- 
mittee will laise the average to Rr. 75; the Committee were apparently 
conscious that their proposal in this respect might be considered ex- 
travagant, but they thought that head clerks should be allowed to draw 
Rs. 75 which gives an increase of nearly 100 per cent. The proposal 
in the resolution would give them an increase of 250 per cent, on exist- 
ing rates; here, again, I submit that there is no need to go so far 
as that. 

Before I conclude, I should like to say a few ^ords regarding the 
important resolution of Babu Indu* Bhushan Dutta. He proposes to 
accept the minority report subject to certain additions. I have had 
an opportunity of going through the matter with him just .before this 
Council meeting and I think we are pretty well agreed on the figures 
as to what the^ost of his proposals is. 1 do not think I need go into 
details. The net result is that if Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta’ s pro- 
posal is accepted regarding the specific posts mentioned in his reso- 
lution, the cost will be about 11s. 5 lakhs over the Rai Bahadur’s report 
and about Rs. 14 lakhs over the majority report. 

The most important point here again is as regards the lower division 
clerks in the mufassal. Tljese people are numerous. The majority 
report will give them an increase of Rs. 1,19,000 and the minority 
report Rs. 1,42,000 and the resolution gives them an increase of Rs. 
1,67,000 or Rs. 15,000 over the minority report. Similarly, on the 
judicial side* we get very much the same proportion. So in the lower 
division alone the proposal of Babu Indu Bhusan Dutta will cost about 
Rs. 3J lakhs more than any of the others. « 

I do not rtiink 1 need take up the time of the Council by going into 
further details; if any member wants to have any further information 
1 shall bd* glad to give it. What I have said, I think, sufficiently 
illustrates mt point that this Council is not a very suitable body for 
deciding on the pay of individual posts. What it can do fairly is to 
make up its mind as to the general principles which should be adopted 
in the revision of the pay. I suggest that we must be guided in our 
conclusions by what it is reasonable to grant to these deserving officers 
in order to enable them to meet the rise in the cost of living. A good 
deal has been said in this debate about invMious distinctions made in 
the proposals of the Committee, and certainly thei^ are cases in which 
•the Committee’s proposals will have to be scrutinised very carefully. 
But I say that the Committee’s repoyt as a whole provides sufficiently 
for the increased cost of living, particularly as there is a reasonable 
hope that the cost of living will fall at no distant date/ If unhappily 
this hope is not fulfilled, there is nothing to prevent our reconsidering 
the scale of pay of ministerial officers *at a later date, but* I submit 
that for the present, ^he Committee’s proposals may be taken a^a general 
guide for the purpose of determining what should be given to these 
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peopfe in view of the increased cost of living. Then we cannot in our 
present financial position disregard the financial prospects of this Presi- 
dency. I submit that some of these resolutions go considerably beyond 
what is reasonably necessary and considerably beyond what we can 
reasonably pay in our present financial position/ I would ask the 
Council to consider all these factors before coming to a decision. I 
should explain that Government have no scheme ready of their own, 
and as we have nq scheme to put before the Council, we do not pro- 
pose that .the officials should take any part in any division that 
may be called for in connection with these resolutions. A record of 
this debate and the decision of the Council will, therefore, be submitted 
to the Secretary of State as representing the unfettered conclusions 
of the non-official members of this Council, and I urge the Council in 
•view of these considerations to be cautious as to the decisions it comes to. 
The whole scheme will be scrutinised by the Government of India and 
in the Jndia Office, and they will compare it with the proposals which 
have recently been sanctioned or which are now being made for other 
provinces, and if the Government of India and the Secretary of State 
•find that a pay of Rs. 350 a month has been proposed for certain posts 
in place of Rs. 100 for similar posts in other provinces, they will natu- 
rally be inclined to think that this is rather extravagant. I do not say 
that we are bound in any wav by the decision of other provinces because 
the conditions may be quite different, but the India Office will naturally 
look with suspicion on rates of pay which greatly exceed those for 
similar posts in other provinces. Apart from these technical objec- 
tions, the*India Office will not fail to scrutinise the scheme in the light 
of the present financial position. We have, as the Council is well aware, 
been urging upon the Government of India and the Secretary of State 
for the last eight months that our financial resources are entirely 
inadequate to meet our requirements even if we utilise our resources 
in the most economical spirit. We have opponents in other provinces 
who will think that any benefits given to us will reflect unfavourably 
upon them and they will naturally scrutinise our demand for a financial 
re-settlement with the utmost jealousy and care. I say it would be 
most unfortunate if we gave these people a handle to suggest that we 
are extravagant in regard to the proposals we send up for the sanction 
of higher authorities. It is not my business to make any suggestion, 
as the matter is in its present stage left to the decision of the Council* 
but I should be inclined to ask the Council to consider whether in view of 
the facts it is — I say without any disrespect — qualified to deal with indi- 
vidual posts, ecpecially in view of the fact that we must be very careful 
of our financial reputation. I do feel inclined to suggest that these 
resolutions might be withdrawn*and a general»resolution might be substi- 
tuted recognising the financial difficulties and asking the Secretary of 
State to consider the case of the ministerial officers in Bengal in as 
liberal a maimer 83 it is possible for him to do. 
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Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURIt The clerks are! gently 

poorly paid olhcevs and they should be given increment as early as 
jjossible. Other services have already got sympathetic consideration 
from the hands of Government and it is only right and just that the 
clerks also should get similar treatment as early asf possible. The 
Police, the Executive, the Judicial and all other officers have got incre- 
ments in their pay, and if the ministerial officers are not given incre- 
ment soon, they would be put to great hardship. Hope deferred 
maketh the heart sick, and the sooner they get relief tne better. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support the resolutions Nos. 23 
to 38. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY ! I have much pleasure in supporting 
the resolution which has been moved by Babu Burendra Nath Ray on 
behalf of Sir Ashutosh Chaudhuri. 1 know that the prices of. food-* 
grains and other necessaries of life have become very high, rather 
they have become prohibitive, and 1 know that these ministerial offi- 
cers have been suffering much on this account,* and I further know that 
their salaries are quite inadequate to meet their demands and, there- 
fore, the sooner the necessary steps are taken for increasing their salaries* 
the better for these clerks as well as for the public at large. But I 
find that some difficulty stands in the way and that difficulty has been 
admitted by Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur in his Note of Dis- 
sent where he has stated that — 

My greatest difficulty has been this . the financial position of the Government 
of Bengal is far from prosperous and the revision of the pay of the Ministerial 
Service has been taken up in a most unfortunate moment . . . I ‘have taken 

some part in pressing upon Government the necessity of curtailing expenditure 
in all directions, to provide money for various urgent Reforms. 

He has further stated in paragraph 6 of his Note of Dissent that, — 

The increased cost involved in the recommendations of my colleagues is about 
Rs. 41J lakhs per annum. 

So it appears that if we accept the Note of Dissent of Rai Mahendra 
Chandra Mitra Bahadur there will be an increase of cost of Rs. 19J 
lakhs over that recommended by the Committee. We all know that 
there has been a deficit of Rs. 2A erores and at the last session this 
Council recommended further grants for sanitation and technical edu- 
cation, and there is not the slightest* doubt that \he Government of 
‘'Bengal will be pleased to make suitable grants for sanitation and for 
technical education as well as for primary education during the next 
year,. and therefore I think there will be a deficit of Rs. 3 erores or 
more next year. The only way to meet this deficit is further taxation 
and it is with the greatest reluctance that we shall have to give way. 
We should certainly do jifstice to these" ministerial officers but at the 
same time we should do justice to the general taxpayer. The resolu- 
tion which has been moved by Babu Surendra Nath Ray and which has 
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beeisaccepted by Government, is the wisest step that can *be taMn in 
the present circumstances. Let us recommend the suggestions made 
by the All-Bengal Ministerial Officers’ Conference held at Bhowanipore 
the other day, and I hope and trust that these suggestions will be accept- 
ed by Government. As regards the other resolutions, I fail to under- 
stand how we can support them. We do not know the details— it 
will take a long time to go through them and come to a conclusion. 

With these rejnarks, I beg to support the resolution moved by Babu 
Surendra ^Nath Ray and I hope and trust that Government will lie 
pleased to consider the suggestions of the Ministerial Officers’ Confer- 
ence favourably and grant relief to the poor ministerial officers. 

Mr. HUSEYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARD Y: In rising to com- 
, mend Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta’s resolution for the acceptance of this 
House, I am constrained to remark that it constitutes a third report 
withoyt the advantage of a committee of inquiry. But this unfortunate 
impasse has been bi ought about by the natural perversity of Govern- 
ment in not looking for inhumation where the best information is avail- 
's able and in refusing access to the accredited representatives of the 
ministerial officers when tbev’ endeavoured to give evidence before the 
Committee. The recommendations of Balm Indu Bhushan Dutta embody 
to a large extent the recommendations of the ministerial officers them- 
selves with certain modifications more or less. Rai Mahendra Chandra 
Mitra Ba hadur’s minority report is a good-natured, generous report, 
which has aimed only at increasing the pay ot' ministerial officers to an 
extent greater than that recommended bv the majority report, and he 
has, in that report, perpetuated the invidious distinctions which have 
crept in the majority report. But the remarks of the Ilon’ble Mr. 
Kerr as regaids the enemies that beset us in all directions make cowards 
of us all. However, since we know that the resolutions that we shall 
send up are not peremptory and are not such that it is incumbent 
upon the Government to accept, considering that they will go up to the 
Secretary of State for India for comparison with other provinces, I 
think the amendment of Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta can go without 
best benisons. 

In this connection, I would like to call the attention of Government 
as well to the representation of the clerks of the Registration depart- 
ment. There is np doubt that the clerks of tile Registration depart- 
ment are recruited from sources of les«- qualified people than the cler£s 
in other departments. Nevertheless, as they have to live like clerk# 
they undoubtedly deserve some consideration and Government, I hojie, 
will be pleased to consider their recommendations af the same time 
as they consider the recommendations in t^ie report of the Ministerial 
Officers’ Conference. But I would personally like these recommenda- 
tions to be coupled with certain riders if it were possible to do so. If 
we, the representatives of the public, desire that the ministerial officers 
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should have* a competence such as would place them above temptation, 
we at the same time appeal to the ministerial officers that they will deal 
lightly with the public when chance and the position they occupy brings 
them into contact with the public. Do we not know many officers 
placed in advantageous positions, who abuse their powers beyond the 
needs of temptation, do we not know many ministerial officers who 
derive a competence very near to the competence derived by the Hon’ble 
Ministers of Bengal? At the same time I would # request the Gov- 
ernment to issue circulars to Government officials that # in future 
they should no longer connive at this bribery which they no 
doubt condone under the general impression that the scale of 
pay hitherto allowed to the ministerial staff is admittedly insufficient to 
meet their wants. 

Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: This subject is of. great* 
importance to a large number of educated middle class people, from whose 
ranks the ministerial officers are generally recruited. Theirs is a case 
for belated justice. We have followed with very great interest, the 
lucid statement made by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr, with regard to our finan- 
cial position, and some of his counsels are really counsels of perfection;* 
but it is a pity that these counsels of perfection were not taken into consi- 
deration by the Government here or by the Government at home, in 
giving large increases to the Imperial as well as to the Provincial services. 
Now, we have to look to economy and retrenchment, when we have to 
consider the cases of our ministerial officers. They should not be treated 
like ordinary labourers, although market-rates should always.be taken 
into consideration. It is peculiar to our society, that they have a posi- 
tion to maintain and that is a matter which should have been taken into 
consideration by Government. Many persons have been hard hit by the 
extraordinary rise in the prices of the necessaries of life; but these offi- 
cers come from a class, which of all the people has been most hard hit, 
and it is very extraordinary that the Government was satisfied only. by 
giving them some temporary allowances. This question has been hang- 
ing fire for such a length of time, that this suggestion about loss of fur- 
ther time appears to us to be very ingenious. But it has been pointed 
out by the Hon’ble Member, that in this matter the sanction of the Gov- 
ernment of India and the Secretary of State is necessary, and that means 
a^lot of time. Then the formulation of a scheme by the Bengal Govern- 
ment will also take some time. It would have been much better if 
Government were in a position to give immediate relief to this hard- 
worked and useful class of public servants, and that would have avoided 
the necessity of many members of this House giving notices of their 
resolutions, and we would have been perfectly satisfied if this matter 
had not come before this House, and Government had dealt with it, to 
the satisfaction of th*e people concerned. But when this question has 
come before the House, it is up to us, to express our honest opinion as 
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to #Vat should be done in regard to this useful class of peopfe. No# we 
have been dismayed by the figures given by the Hon’ble the Finance 
Member. We know our position and we are if not altogether bank- 
rupt, on the verge of bankruptcy; unless some aid or help comes from 
the Government of India. But, at the same time, I think we should 
not despair as we have hopes for the future ; we hope and trust our 
financial position will gradually improve and that the Government of 
India will listen Jo the voice of the people and will receive the deputa- 
tion which we are sending sympathetically, and we hope that the result 
will be satisfactory. But I think this should not deter us from express- 
ing our opinion on this question. It has been pointed out by the Hon'ble 
Member that our function is simply to express an opinion, and if that 
opinion be unreasonable, the whole question may be shelved by the Secre- 
tary of State. But F think it all depends on how the case is put, and 
instead of going into details, I think ve can very well put that the 
rise in the prices alone is not to be considered — there are other factors 
too. I do not share the optimism of the Hon’ble the Finance Member 
that the position will be easy in the near future. I do not think that 
it has been exactly our experience: when the prices have gone up once, 
they stick there, or go still higher. 

Now the recommendations of Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur, 
no doubt, to a certain extent, would relieve these people, but 1 think 
that is not enough. The resolution of Babu Indu Bhushan I)utt,a goes 
somewhat further, and without going into details I think that his pro- 
posal is far more reasonable considering all the circumstances. I think 
every Indian gentleman of this House, be he a Hindu or a Muhammadan 
or a Christian, knows better than the European gentlemen here of the 
position of these clerks, and our view is that the resolution of Babu 
Indu Bhushan Dutta ought to*be accepted, though it may involve a lump 
increase of Rs. 3 or 4 lakhs. 

•There is one other point to which I should like to invite the atten- 
tion of this House. It has been said that we should not go beyond 
what has been done in other provinces. I think we are not going be- 
yond what has been given by the major provinces of Bombay and Madras. 
They have given more; and we should not compare ourselves with the 
neighbouring province of Bihar and Orissa. Even Assam has given much 
more than what we propose to give. So, I subnet to this House, that jf 
we take into account the amount of relief which has been given to these 
officers in different provinces, we will not be very generous even if we 
accept the resolution of Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta. 

I have one other observation to make, and that is with regard to a 
certain class of officers, namely, the sheristfidars of the Munsifs' courts. 
I find that both the majority and the minority* reports have made a 
distinction between the sheristadars in Sub-Judges* courts and those 
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in ^funsifs’ courts. This distinction, I should say, is most ungene^us; 
because the sheristadars in Munsif’s courts do a greater amount of 
work and moie responsible work too, than the sheristadars in Sub- 
Judges’ courts. The only thing that can be said is that the number of 
munsifs is verjr large and so the number of sheristadars must be very 
large and the expenditure will therefore be considerable. But I think 
this should not stand in the way of their being placed on the same foot- 
ing as sub-judges’ sheristadars, and 1 hope this will favourably con- 
sidered by Government. With these remarks, I beg to support the 
amendment of Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur and Babu NITYA. DHONE 
MUKHERJEE moved that the question be put. 

The PRESIDENT: There are several important questions involved ' 
and I am not prepared at this stage to apply the closure. If you move 
it a little later, I shall consider it. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I have listened with very 
great attention to the speeches that have been delivered in moving these# 
resolutions and in support of them. 1 may say at once that my sympa- 
thies are entirely with the ill-paid ministerial officers who have been cry- 
ing at our doois from year’s end to year’s end. I find from the speech 
of the Hon ’hie Mr. Kerr that in this matter the Government has taken 
up an attitude which cannot but be commended as perfectly fair, reason- 
able and above board. 1 understand that t ho matter is left entirely to 
the vote of the non-official members and that the Government will 
consider the various resolutions that the Council may think fit to pass 
on this important question. It is therefore all the more incumbent 
upon us to give our best consideration to the several items that have 
been raised in connection with this important question. I am a little 
perplexed as to which way to vote in connection with the several pro- 
positions that have been placed before us with regard to the different 
departments of Government. 1 find that the estimate of increase, ex- 
cluding menials, as given in the majority report, amounts to Rs. 31 
lakhs while that in the minority leport to Rs. 48 lakhs. According to 
the recommendations made in the various resolutions, if adopted by 
the Council, the cost will come 1 1 Rs. 60 lakhs. $o, it i 8 quite clear 
that if we adopt all the resolutions that have been tabled here, we shall 
Save to vote for an expenditure of Rs. 60 lakhs, that is to say, ail 
•increase of over Ns. 30 lakhs to the recommendations made in the 
majority report. The question is not that we are unwilling to accede 
to the reasonable demand of our ill-paid officers but the question is how 
to meet this demand and the final decision does not rest with us. It 
rests with the Secretary of State. We are confronted with this situa- 
tion that we have to'face a deficit of nearly Rs. 2 crores and that we 
cannot afford to pay this Rs. 60 lakhs from our depleted funds. How 
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is tkjs expenditure to be met ? Proposals have been made* for levying 
a police rate upon Calcutta. I hope that when that matter will have 
been considered, it will also be possible for some other member to rise 
and suggest that another education or sanitation cess be levied in 
order to make certain holes in the permanent settlement of Bengal. 
In this way, of course, we can supplement our resources but until and 
unless we do that, I do not know bow we can meet this expenditure. 
We all know that this is merely a recommendation to Government, and 
that Government is sympathetically inclined to consider these recom- 
mendations in accordance with the funds at our disposal. Therefore, 
I am inclined to hold that the resolution that stands in the name of 
Sir Ashutosh Chaudhuri is the best which we can conscientiously vote 
for. This resolution commends to the attentive consideration of Gov- 
ernment the representation of the ministerial officers, who met at a 
conference at Bhowanipur, and it embodied all the suggestions that 
they had been able to offer to Government. I am sure the Govern- 
ment will sympathetically consider these suggestions and will, as far 
as practicable, give such increase as will satisfy their present needs. 
One chief defect of this Committee which was appointed last year or 
the year before last was this, that there was no representative of the 
ministerial officers attached to this Committee. It may lu» said that our 
esteemed friend Rai Maliendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur represented in a 
vicarious manner the ministerial officers, but it would have been a gieat 
advantage if a direct" representative had been taken on in that Com- 
mittee, because in that case the majority report might have been to a 
certain pxtent enabled to meet their wdshes after hearing directly their 
demands. I understand that no delegate was allowed to appear before 
that Committee. Now*, before I sit down, I wish to point out another 
important fact, that is this — I take it to be an assurance on the part of 
Government, as the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr has stated, that this need not be 
taken as the final increase and that if it is hereafter found that the prices 
h^ve gone up and pressed more upon the ill-paid clerks, the Government 
would further reconsider the decision, and be inclined to make further 
grants. That is an assurance, which, I am sure, will to a certain 
extent satisfy the ministerial officeis, who are already hard hit. By 
no means do I implv thereby that we ought to accept the majority 
report as a whole, and that no further increase or revision of the recom- 
mendations should be made, but wdiat I mean^to say is this, that if 
the Government <fr the Secretary of State is now unable to accede fully 
or entirely to their prayer, I hope that Government will leave the ques- 
tion open so that in future years the establishment may be revised. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CH08E Bahadur: The question 
before us in one of very great difficulty. »I think it is futile to whittle 
away the just claims of poor people by saying t^at these men earn the 
salaries of ministers by other means. This is not correct and theie can 
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be no illegdl earnings except in Civil and Criminal Courts. Thg/tiost 
of living iias greatly increased and, furthermore, a higher standard of 
living is absolutely necessary for the comfort and for the self-respect of 
men. The times are changed and you cannot put the lower class down 
on a lower standard of living. You cannot go against the times. The 
great differences of salaries and wealth must be done away with. 
There is no reason whatsoever why a man should get Us. 5,000 a month 
and a clerk who does all the work should get only Rs. 100 a month. 
In all departments of life, the great inequalities of wealth must vanish 
some day or other. Therefore, it is necessary that the salaries 
should be increased all round in the lower grades and the salaries in the 
higher grades should be decreased. This must come some day. or other. 
Therefore, I fully sympathise with the claims of ill-paid people and I 
would not only give them what the minority report has given but 1 1 
would give them also the same salary as the civil service officers in 
England and in the Colonies get, but that requires an adjustment of 
our finances. That requires economy all round. While doing justice 
we must at the same time have regard to our present finances. We have 
just now been told that an additional expenditure of 11s. 60 lakhs would # 
be required if the minority report and the various recommendation^ that 
are before us are given effect to. Where is this sum of money to come 
from? On account of the top-heavy administration, the lower grades 
have to suffer. We, the representatives of t lie people however, have 
to see where the money is to come from. We must wait till we know 
whether we would get our Rs. 3 crores from our jute. If We do not get 
it, where shall we stand? We cannot shut our eyes to facts. r I know 
very well that the Ilon’ble Mr. Kerr is very kind towards the ill-paid 
officers and he has given them what he thinks his finances will allow, 
but we cannot but be dissatisfied with what has been given. I, there- 
fore, having regard to the circumstances of the case, support this 
resolution of Sir Ashutosh Chaudhuri for the present but leave it to 
the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr to reconsider the matter. I do hope that when 
this question of Rs. 3 crore is decided one way or the other, we shall 
re-open the question. 

Mr, A. MARR: Before this debate closes, I should like to refer to 
one small point which has arisen in the course of the debate. Babu 
Kibaran Chandra Das Gupta said that we should not* be inclined to give 
l^ss than what other pfovinees had given. All that .the Finance Mem- 
ber said was that the Secretary of State in scrutinising our proposals 
Would certainly look to vrhat had been given in other provinces and he 
would certainly be guided in his final decision by what had been done 
there. Babu Nibaian Chandra Das Gupta also said that in Assam the 
ministerial officers had bee^ given a goQd deal more than what the 
majority report proposed to give here. I would simply like to point 
out that this is not correct. The Assam Administration only asked for 
sanction to give an increase of 30 per cent, all round. 
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Maulvi A. H. M. WAZIR ALI: I move that, the question be*now 
put. 

Th© PRESIDENT! As I have almost finished the list of speakers 
I shall put the motion to vote. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT: I propose first to put the resolution of Sir 
Ashutosh Ohaudhpri to the Council as it seems to raise the least contro- 
versy. 

The resolution was then put and agreed to. 

Babu. SATISH CHANDRA MUKHARJI: With regard to the 
resolution moved by Balm Indu Bhushan Putta, it is by way of an 
# amendment to my resolution. I accept the amendment. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: May I rise to a point of order? 
We hfove just accepted the resolution No. 2b under which we have 
resolved to recommend to the Government the representation made by 
the All-Bengal "Ministerial Officers’ Conference for their consideration. 

’ Now, Sir, for argument’s sake, if we accept the other resolution, 
especially No. 31 of Babu Indu Bhushan Putta, will it not be incon- 
sistent with the resolution which has just been passed? 

The PRESIDENT: T do not think there is any inconsistency. 

The resolution of Babu Indu Bhushan Putta was then put and 
lost. 

The fesolution of Babu Satish Chandra Mukharji was then put and 
agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT: I believe the rest of the resolutions on this sub- 
ject fall through. 


Salaries of High Court Ministerial Officers. 

Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKAR: The resolution that I 
have the honour to place before this TIouse for its acceptance runs thus : — 
“ This Council recommends to the Government that suggestions be 
made to the Secrejarv of State, through the proper channel, to grant 
the same standard of pay and status to the ministerial officers of the 
High Court as that suggested by the Ministerial Officers’ Salaries CoA- 
mittee for the Bengal Secretariat and Board of Revenue.” . 

In doing this, I do not propose to take up any time of the Council 
and I would only mention the important points. First of all, the High 
Court clerks can fairly claim the same status and position as those of 
the Secretariat. This claim, I understand, was long ago accepted by 
Government and I need not go at any length iifto the correspondence 
or literature on the subject. The second argument is that the present 
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scale that Has been fixed for them is one in whicfi the pay of th^^bon- 
pennanent staff — I mean the temporary staff — has been included; that 
is the reason why it has not come up to the proper level. If the tem- 
porary staff be left out of consideration — and I submit that it should 
have been so done, because the Committee was appointed to consider 
the pay and prospects of the permanent ministerial staff only — then the 
amount provided plus the pay of these temporary people make it 
exactly the same as that of the people in the Bengal Secretariat. On 
that very ground, they urge and ask us to help them in this difficulty ; 
the cost of living of these men is just the same as that of their fortun- 
ate brethren in the Bengal Secretariat. 

There is another invidious distinction also that is proposed between 
the men of the Secretariat and the High Court people and that is this. 
Under the rate as at present worked out while a lower division clerk* 
in the Bengal Secretariat will get Rs. 13d after 25 years’ service, a 
clerk in the High Court will only get Rs. 103. An upper division clerk 
in the Bengal Secretariat gets Rs. 355, while a High Court man gets 
Rs. 255. The Head Assistants in the Bengal Secretariat will get 
Rs. 425 — 25 — 500 plus duty allowance, whereas in the High Court a* 
gentleman of that position will get Rs. 300 — 10 — 350 with no duty allow- 
ance. I do not think that this distinction is at all reasonable or 
proper. The one pertinent question that arises is this. What may be 
the reason for this differential treatment awarded to the men in the 
High Cdurt ? I think that the unfortunate paper-book business is 
solely responsible for this. The amount of money that is going to be 
spent on the temporary establishment in the Paper Book Department 
belongs to the permanent staff'. I do not know wdiether the temporary 
department is going to be made permanent. The chances are that they 
will not be, but unfortunately the money has been taken away for their 
use with the result that the permanent staff is suffering. I therefore 
humbly submit that this differential treatment should be done away 
w r ith and that the clerks of the High Court and those of the Setu’e- 
tariat ought to be placed in the same position. That is all I have got 
to submit with regard to this resolution. 


Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: 1 do not want to take up the 
time of this Council by a lengthy debate. All I want to point out is 
that the Translators of the Calcutta High Court consisting of a class of 
fnen who are known for their intelligence and for their educational quali- 
ilcations have been treated in a way not consistent with their position. 
It appears that the lower grade and the upper grade clerks always used to 
receive a smaller remuneration than the translators. Both Rai Mahendra 
Chandra Mitra Bahadur and also the majority report proposed to give 
a decent increase to their Emoluments, but I see that the High Court 
itself has lowered thglr position and has recommended a lower pay than 
that of the clerks in the upper division in the High Court. I would 
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therefore point out to the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Finance 
Department and Mr. Marr that they should consider not only the 
majority report but also the minority report along with the recom- 
mendations of the High Court in this connection. This is all that I 
have to submit regarding the High Court Translators. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: It is not within the province 
ot the Government of Bengal to decide upon these proposals. These 
proposals differ to some extent, from the recommendations of the 
Ministerial Officers’ Salaries Committee. As is known to this Council 
the establishment of the High Court is under the control of the Gov- 
ernment -of India and the Government of Bengal are not responsible 
for it. Any propsal made with regaid to this establishment, must 
, therefore be sent to the Government of India. The position of the 
(Jov^nment of Bengal in respect of the matter is that it will take into 
consideration the proposals made by the High Court, along with the 
recommendations of the McAlpin Committee and forward its views to 
the Government of India. At present I am not in a position to make 
, a statement on the proposition contained in the resolution, but I may 
say, generally, that it does not follow that because certain officers of 
the Bengal Secretariat are paid at certain rates, therefore the officers 
on the High Court should be paid at the same rate. It will dejiend 
upon the nature of the duties they have to perform and the class of men 
from whom they are recruited. As regards the men who do the same 
class of work, it might very well he argued that the remuneration 
should Ije oil the same scale. Beyond that abstract proposition, 1 am 
not prepared to say that the clerks in t lie High Court should necessarily 
leceive the same pay as the clerks in the Secretariat. If the Council 
comes to any decision on this resolution, Government will take then- 
decision into consideration. 

_Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CH08E Bahadur: I beg to support 
the resolution of Babu Rishindra Nath Karkar. The claims of the High 
Court officers seem to be reasonable, and I would strongly recommend 
it to the members, and I hope their claims will not be overlooked. 

Rai RADHA CHAR AN PAL Bahadur: I find mv lawyer friends 
supporting this resolution and on behalf of the public, who have to go 
to the High Court, I am also willing to lend u>y Ifumlde support to it, 
but on one condition and that is, that should we be prepared to defray 
the additional cost for increasing the pay of the ministerial staff of tlte 
High Court, we must needs be saved from any further impositions that 
are wont to be levied upon us, whenever we cross the threshold of the 
High Court. • 

The PRE8IDENT: Babu Rishindra Nath Sarlar, have you anything 
to say in reply P 
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Babu Rf8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: No, I leave it to the Cqufccil. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: May I ask permission of the 
Council to move the resolution on the Assam-Bengal Railway strike, 
which has been balloted No. 132, as this is a matter of great public 
importance? 

The PRE8IDENT: I cannot allow that, unless yov tell me that you 
have obtained the consent of those members who precede, you. If 
you have not done so, I cannot entertain the proposal. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I think if any u member 
objects to this, he may 

The PRE8IDENT: I cannot have the list disturbed by any member* 
who suddenly rises and wishes his resolution discussed out of its turn. 
If anyone takes the trouble of previously ascertaining the views of those 
members whose resolutions precede his, I will then be prepared to 
consider such a proposal. 

• 

Babu ANN ADA CHARAN DUTTA: But many of these members 
are absent. 

The PRESIDENT: I cannot help that. No attempt has been made 
on the part of the member to ascertain the views of those whose resolu- 
tions precede his. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: May I move for an adjournment 
of the House to consider this matter? It is of great public importance. 

The PRE8IDENT: I cannot allow that too. Under the rules you 
must give notice of such a motion at question time. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: May I have your permission 
to move No. 87 now, in pursuance of an application made before, and 
with the permission of the members whose resolutions Nos. 39 to 86 pre- 
cede mine, and who have given their consent in writing, all of them? 

1 hope you will allow me to take this up. 

The PRE8IDENT: In a case where resolutions precede that of a mem- 
ber who asks that lfis be taken up first, I would ordinarily be willing, if 
others want to waive their right, to take up such a resolution out of 
Its turn, unless there is any good ground for objecting by anybody else. 
In this case the member has obtained the permission of all those whose 
resolutions precede his, and in that case I would be prepared to allow 
him to move his resolution put of its turn unless anyone objects oil the 
ground that he is taken by surprise or is not ready to debate the question. 
If such an objection b*e made, either by an official or non-official, I shall 
consider it. 
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Hon’bto Sir ftENRY WHEELER: I object to af departure 
from the prescribed rules of the Council, and as I am in charge 
of this resolution, I may perhaps be allowed to say a few words on this 
point. 

I do not object to the discussion of this particular resolution or any 
other, but I do object on principle, when the procedure of this Council 
is governed by rules, that we should, al the instance of individual mem- 
bers, for individual reasons, depart from them. It seems to me that the 
adoption o^f such a course will land us in the course of time in hopeless 
confusion. A body of this size, containing members of different 
interest and varied views, can only work according to prescribed rules; 
and if the* rules are defective or wrong, let them be altered ; but as long as 
the rules are there, let us follow them, so that we may all know where 
« we are and adjust oi/r procedure in the Council according to what is 
laid down. For that reason I object to this resolution being now taken. 

The PRESIDENT: I have considered this matter, and my opinion 
is that if those who gain advantage by ballot, want to ghe up that 
advantage in favour of another, I should not interfere in the matter. 

* If the other members object on the ground that they are not ready, 01 
are taken by surprise, well, 1 would consider that as a matter of prin- 
ciple, but I think that those who gain an advantage, if they like to fore- 
go it, can do so. But since no objection is raised, namely, that any mem- 
ber is not ready to go on, or is taken by surprise, 1 think 1 should allow 
Babu Surendra Nath Mullick to go on with his resolution. 

• 

Recruitment of Assistant Superintendents of Police. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MULLICK: “This Council recommends 
to the Government that the further recruitment in England of the 
remaining 13 Assistant Superintendents of Police, be not made/' 

^>ir, I beg to thank you for allowing me to move this resolution. 
One word before I go on will) the question. The Hon’ble Sir Henry 
Wheeler states that it is for individual reasons that I wish to move 
this. This is not so at all. 

Before I continue I should like to be permitted to correct one mis- 
take in my resolution. My original resolution mentioned tbe figure 
13; the figure 13 is wrong, it should be 19. I, % therefore, ask permis- 
sion to correct it. *It was so on the day I submitted my resolution, b»t 
to-day this correction has been made. It was not altered by me, but 
by the Government. 

The PRE8IDENT: In the circumstances I allow you to correct the 
resolution. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: I fent in this resolution 
on the 13th of August; at that time the figure was 13. According to 
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the*Civil List of police officers in Bengal the reafi number is now 19. 

I am rather surprised to see that, but was told that after the admission 
of my motion 6 persons have already been recruited in England, so 
that my original mistake has been rectified by the Government itself; 
thus my desire to rectify my own mistake is not so very keen. 

My point, the principle, on which I press this resolution is this: 

I want to assert it before the House, and I want to ask- all of them 
whether I have their entire support in the matter. The principle on 
which I press this resolution is the broad ground of one of the accepted 
principles of the Reforms Scheme, namely, gradually introducing a 
larger number of Indian officers in the Imperial Services, that is, 
gradually strengthening the Indian portion of the services and also 
the number of Indians in the administration of the country. The 
spirit of the times, and the spirit of the Reforms, both demand that # 
there should be a happy mixture of Indians and Europeans rn the 
higher services of the country. Efforts have been made not to. allow 
that, and that is the reason of mv resolution. This much is certain — 

I do not know if I will be contradicted, if 1 am contradicted I shall be 
glad — since putting in mv resolution, as I have said, I see that the t 
number is not now Id. Very good. The Government of India in their 
Home Department letter No. 1227, dated the 30th June, 1920, said: 
“In continuation of the Home Department letter No. 190, dated the 
dlst January, 1920, 1 am directed to communicate the decisions reached 
after discussion between the Government of Tndia and the Secretary of 
State on certain other recommendations of the Public Services Com- 
mission regarding the Police Department.” Briefly speaking, they 
said — I will not take up time by reading all of it — they said that in 
futuie police recruitment, “the percentage of appointments to be made 
from Indians has been fixed at 3d. of whom two-thirds will be recruited 
direct, and one-third by promotion from the Provincial Service.” This 
was intimated to this Government in June, 1920. There are at present 
118 officers of the superior police foree; 1 Inspector-General of Police, 

7 Deputy Inspectors-General of Police and 58 Deputy Superintendents 
of Police and 52 Assistant Superintendents of Police, in the Imperial 
Police Service. Taking 33 per cent, of this 118, the figure should be 
39, but what is the total number of Indians now? Only 6! Has any 
Indian been taken in as an Assistant Superintendent of Police? Not 
at all, and I say this ^without fear of contradiction. The Public Ser- 
vices Commission recommended that not less than S3 per cent, should 
be Indians, and I see that no Indian has been appointed or promoted 
to the rank of Assistant Superintendent of Police, though that 33 per 
cent uas fixed by the Government of India in consultation with the 
Secretary of State in June, 1920. I gave notice of this resolution on 
the 8th August, 1921, and f am speaking on the 0th September, 1921. 
The Public Services Gbmmission recommended that not less than 10 per 
cent, of the Superintendentships should be filled by promotion from 
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the l J 4 ’ovincial Polict? Service, aiul efforts should be made te give effect 
to this. As regards recruitment ; recruitment in England should be 
stopped and immediate steps should be taken to give 5 per cent, of 
these Superintendentships to members of the Provincial Service to make 
a small beginning, and that provision should be made accordingly : 
In spite of the recommendations of the Public Services Commission 
and the Government of ludia’s letter ot' June, 1920, recruitment in 
England has been going on, and fresh appointments Inn e been made. 
The’ Public Services Commission also recommended that there should be 
no hesitation in putting a stop to recruitments in England. During 
the period of the war 1916 to 1919 there was no recruitment of Assis- 
tant Superintendents at all, I suppose owing to dearth of young men. 
In 1920, there were 29 vacancies and in 1921 there were 19, and most 
of these have now been filled up lu these vacancies selected inspectors 
were* promoted to the rank of Deputy Superintendents. 

Fi;om the above it will be seen that provision has already been made 
for Assistant Superintendents, and appointments already made, and it 
is not at all necessary to’ recruit more men from England against the 
'hums of the membeis ot the Provincial Police Service, at the present 
moment. Therefore, the 20 per cent promotion to the rank of Deputy 
Sui>erintendentships, and Superintendentships, as recommended by the 
Public Services Commission, should have been made at least in 1921). 
Calculating the total cadre, the recruitment of Assistant Su}H»rmtendents 
in 1920-21 was unauthorised, and should not have been made against the 
claims of officers of the Provincial Police Service, and against the in- 
terests (^f our fellow-countrymen who have done excellent service. If the 
intention of the Government is not as has been interpreted, why not 
have promotions from the Provincial Service and give preference to that 
service in the next vacancy in the proportion of one-third, that is 33 
per cent, of the total number by piomotion and further recruitment 
of Assistant Superintendents of Police in England should be stopped 
a^once. The province is in a state of distress and political unrest on 
account of the way in which the European element has been introduced 
and the Indian element reduced to the minimum in the maintenance 
of law and order. In this view I ask t lie Council to consider whether 
justice should not be done by virtue of the Government of India and 
the Secretary of State's decision. There should be no further recruit- 
ment for the Police this year in England. JThe chance should be 
given to member^ of the Provincial Police Service, otherwise there \*ill 
be no Indianisation of the police force and public services, and the 
principles asserted by the Government of India and the Secretary of 
State will remain unrealised, to the great detriment of the Government 
in this country. With these words, I beg to commend my resolution 
to the acceptance of the Houfce. • 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: In view%f the great declaration 
that has been made by the Government of India Act for the increasing 
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association bf Indians in the administration of th& country, it petems 
strangle that there should be an> necessity of moving A resolution like 
this in this House. The matter might have easily been taken up by 
the Government, and it would have been better and more handsome, 
if the Government had done it on their own initiative; but as they 
have failed in their duty, I think it is the duty of this Coilncil to 
explain the situation to the Government, and show how the Government 
of India Act should be gi\ou full effect to, and not thrust aside in this 
unceremonious manner. 

This resolution refers to the Police Service. I sent notice of an- 
other resolution which refen ed to all the Imperial Services, but un- 
fortunately it is low down in the list of business, and there is no 
chance of moving it at this sessions; I believe that during the 5 years 
or the war, there we?'e very few recruitments in ‘the Imperial Services 
including the Police, and many’ important posts wejre managed hy 
officiating Indian officers. I ask the Hon’ble Member in charge — did 
these Indian officers fail in their duty, did not they manage the affairs 
of this department as efficiently and as well as the Imperial Service 
officers, whose place they had taken? If they did not fail, then there 
can he no justification for lefusing Provincial officers a place of 
honour in this Imperial Xeivice. If they failed, let Government 
openly declare it. Let there be no insiduous insinuation like this 
that they are inefficient. It seems strange that even in tlie^e days, 
there should be any distinction between Imperial and Provincial Ser- 
vices. The late Mr. Gokhale, who was a great moderate* raised his 
protest in no uncertain voice in the Imperial Council some yefirs ago, 
regarding the distinction between these two services, and the practical 
prohibition of taking Indians into the Police and other Imperial Ser- 
vices. Thet grounds of bis protest against this artificial division, 
were first, that those men in the Provincial Service who were abler than 
even some members of the Imperial Service, should not be overlooked 
and that this arrangement was an unjust one, and thus the prestige 
of the department and the nature of the work suffered; secondly, that 
this artificial distinction gives a stamp of inferiority on our Indian 
Provincial Service men, which is like marking them with the brand 
of helot; it takes away all eagerness, all energy and all love for their 
work. 

Then, as regards the question of expense. We have always been 
crying for a cheaper service. If we can get an efficient and cheap ser- 
vice here, why should we go to the length of importing dearer labour. 
In the Police department especially where we have been lately hearing 
a cry that there is hardly any co-operation between the people and the 
police, it seems necessary that Indians should be taken in larger numbers 
for the higher grade posts. Hrfw can we expeVt more co-operation between 
the people and the pottee when we find here young European officers 
coming out froin England, who hardly know much of the language of 
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th» country, who Inow nothing of the social atmosphere, the social 
conditions and the ways of life of the Indian people? It is no wonder 
that there is no co-operation between the people and such officers. 
It i» only natural that we should ask that those Indians in the Police 
department, who have had experience, and have officiated as Deputy 
Superintendents and Superintendents of Police, should be given as fair 
a chance as. they were given during the war. I think that the cry of 
prestige that Imperial Service men should always be above the Provincial 
Service officers, Should not be maintained any longer. I am pained to 
find that !;he spirit of Colonel du Pre, once head of the Survey Depart- 
ment, who said that “ it was suicidal for the Europeans to admit that 
natives could do anything better than themselves, and that they should 
claim to be superior in everything and only allow natives to take a 
secondary or subordinate part,” is still abroad, even after the Reforms. 

It is unfortunate that this sort of arrogance is growing daily. 
Indians have been tried and have not been found wanting. Let them 
have a chance. A committee has been appointed to consider the re- 
trenchment of the Police, to find out how retrenchment may be 
• effected. I suggest that the superior services should be Indianised; 
this is the golden opportunity for bringing this question before this 
committee, and so giving effect to the suggestion for retrenchment. 

My friend, Babu Surendra Nath Mullick, has said that the Secre- 
tary of State lias recommended that 3d per cent, of the vacancies in 
the superior .services should he given to Indians. Now is the chance 
for the local Government to give effect to the recommendations of the 
Secretary of Stale, and to appoint Indians in this service. 

With these words, I support the motion of Babu Surendra Nath 
Mullick. 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: In according my hearty 
s up port to this resolution, I hope there will not be a single dissentient 
voice in the House. The mover has dealt with it in his usual masterly 
way, and I am afraid I shall not lie able to add much to his own inimit- 
able arguments. Only I do not want the appointments to be made at 
all. What has struck me most is that amongst a permanent staff of 44 
Superintendents of Police and 26 Assistant Superintendents, a further 
number of 25 Assistant Superintendents are being maintained perman- 
ently, simply to fill up the leave vacancies of these fortunate 70. Jt 
means that at least one out of three officers is permanently on leave, 
the work apparently being sufficient for the remaining two. And 
nowhere in any of the other services do we find people being retained 
and paid to do ntfthing save to fill up occasional vacancies, when 
officers go on leave. Perhaps it is for $his very retention of unem- 
ployed officers that superior Police officers ca:\ enjoy leave-holidays 
even when not necessary. Nay, perhaps their going home on leave is 
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encouraged, and possibly, senior officers taking pity on their unem- 
ployed juniors take advantage of these easy leaves only to let these 
people have something to do. 

Sir, if we compare this service with other services and see how 
many officers, in the respective services are on leave, the contrast be- 
comes still more striking. I quote the figures from the most recent 
Civil List. Of about 180 members of the Indian Civil Service, who are 
now employed in Bengal only 39 are on leave, i.e., about 22 per cent, of 
about 300 Deputy Magistrates, about 34 are on leave ‘nbw, i.e., about 
11 per cent. Amongst 400 Sub-Deputy Magistrates about 24 are on 
leave which means about 6 per cent. Of about 30 Deputy Superin- 
tendents of Police, only 1 is on leave, i.e ., about 3 per cent, and of about 
70 Inspectors of Police only 3 are on leave, i.e., about 4 per cent. 
But when we come to the superior police service jvhat do we find ? 99 
names are at present in the Civil List as serving in Bengal and of them 
30 are actually on leave, i.e., 30 per cent, of the officers find it conve- 
nient to take leave, and permanently keep away from their duties, of 
course, at the cost of the Indian tax-pavers. These percentage calcula- 
tions are enough to convince anybody of at least one of the numerous 
ways in which the superior Police service is pampered. 

Sir, there must be real equity everywhere and not merely a tall talk 
of equity. On an average one year’s leave in every ten years’ service 
is enough. So 10 per cent, and no more can be retained in every 
service to fill up the occasional vacancies. Out of permanent 44 Super- 
intendents and 20 Assistant Superintendents, in all 70 officers, if only 7 
extra hands, or say at the most 10, are retained, it must satisfy^ in all 
conscience, all leave vacancies. 

And Sir, actually we had not had for a long time the extra people. 
The posts were kept vacant, and the work was being well managed 
by Indian Deputy Superintendents although in the meantime 30 officers 
of the subordinate service had actually gone on leave. So where is the 
necessity of the paper-vacancies being filled up? The necessity baft 
been disproved by facts. 

And, Sir, what would be the cost of maintaining these extra 13. Each 
would cost us Rs. 6,000 per annum, and so about Rs. 78,000 will be 
saved this year if we now refrain from the luxury of having unemployed 
public servants. 

'Sir, Babu Surendra Nath Mullick deserves our thanks, and especi- 
ally of the Government, for finding out so soon one of the several means 
of retrenchment. The Government had been expressing itself eager 
for retrenchments but knew not where to begin. And Sir, I venture to 
say this is a splendid opportunity to make a beginning. But, unfor- 
tunately, it so happens^that reason, when coming through non-official 
channels, appears otherwise to the Government. However, I hope that 
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for on£e at least • the Government would condescend to accept our sug- 
gestions. 

• 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: I support the resolution whole- 
heartedly. The reason why Assistant Superintendents are recruited in 
England is that they may, after a few years’ service, be appointed as 
Superintendents of Police Well, it is a well-known fact, rather a 
notorious fact, that the Deputy Superintendents of Police who generally 
rise from tile ranks of Inspectors or who are recruited at once from the 
best graduates of the University, have got greater exj>erieuee of the 
country required in a policeman than those who come from England 
and who are recruited in England. The Assistant Superintendents of 
Police do not possess the qualifications of the members of the Indian 
Eivil Service; they are not required to pass such a stiff examination, 
and it is said that i$ is only the relations and friends of retired members 
of the Indian Civil Service who are generally appointed to the Imperial 
Police Service in India, and come out as Assistant Superintendents of 
Police or in the Customs Department; that being the case, we do not 
flee any reason why experienced men whom we*ean get not by tens or by 
twenties but by hundreds here in the province of Bengal among the 
members of the Police service, should not be promoted from the posts 
of Deputy Superintendents of Police, or from the posts of Inspectors of 
Police to those of the Deputy Superintendents of Police and 
why should we go all the way from India to England to bring 
recruits from there? The cost would be much cheaper because, if I am 
right, we %lmll have to pay only two-thirds of the pay to these Super- 
intendents of Police, that is, one-third less than what we have to pay 
to those who*are promoted from the posts of Assistant Superintendents 
of Police to Superintendents of Police. 

I think the time has come for Indianising the services. Let us make 
a beginning, and if there is anv department of the Government which 
requires to be Indianised, it is the Police department. (Hear, hear.) 

With these words, I beg to support the resolution. 

The Hon’ble Si r HENRY WHEELER: I confess that, when we 
received notice of this resolution, we could not understand in the 
Secretariat the arguments that underlaid it. We did not pursue fur- 
ther inquiries as, upder the ordinary procedure, 'there appeared to be 
no hope of this resolution coming up for discussion; and therefore, so 
far as the Secretariat is concerned, we are still left in the state of doubt * 
in which we found ourselves at the beginning. Neither has that state 
of doubt been cleared up by the speeches which we have heard this 
evening, since I frankly confer my inability to follow the figures that 
have been quoted and the statements that have be^i made. Th§y have 
flown round every point of the compass, based on figures for .the accuracy 
of which I am not prepared off-hand to vouch. The arguments that 
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liavfe been advanced follow no sequence among themselves. Whea we 
received notice of this resolution, wfe looked at the Civil List and found 
that, according to it, there were, on the 1st July, 1921, 13 vacancies, 
and we assumed that the mover, for some reason or other/ was pro- 
posing that we should not fill them up. We accordingly proposed to 
explain to him that in so far as the statutory right of regulation of the 
strength and character of this service rests with the Secretary of State, 
and as the present strength of the service has been l^id down with the 
approval of the Secretary of State, so, following the ordinary adminis- 
trative procedure regarding the maintenance of the service, it was incum- 
bent upon us to take the usual steps to keep the cadre up to its sanc- 
tioned strength, and the movers proposal would therefore have been 
inadmissible. We then noticed that he proposed that these recruit- 
ments should not be made m England ; and in answer to that it was our# 
intention to explain to him that, under the latest rules laid down under 
the statutory authority of the Secretary of State for the recruitment of 
the service, there should be 33 per cent, recruitment from Indian 
sources, two-thirds being recruited direct and one-third by promotion 
and that therefore, assuming that there were 13 vacancies to be filled up, • 
under the orders I have referred to, it would not have been the case that 
all appointments would have been made from England, and, therefore, 
his resolution on that ground would have failed. That was how we 
viewed the matter in the Secretariat on receipt of the resolution. 

From the speeches that have been made, so far as I can make out, 
Babu Surendra Nath Mulliek is accusing us of having departed from 
the orders of the Secretary of State in the method we have adapted for 
the recruitment of these new r Assistant Superintendents of Police, and 
he apparently thinks that on receipt of his resolution I at once flew 
round and said: “ Let us do something to forestall this proposal,” and 
that I seized upon six officers and appointed them to the service. May 
I explain to the Council that it is not within my power to take any action 
of the kind, even had T wished to do so? We are bound to abid^by 
whatever orders apjxutain to the recruitment of this service, and these 
orders are the orders of the Secretary of State, with whom only, by 
statute, the power to make these rules rests. These orders are binding 
on us; and we cannot make appointments to the service without the 
approval and knowledge of the Government of India. Therefore it is 
absolutely impossible that we could have maliciously and deliberately 
—as apparently it has been alleged this afternoon — disregarded the 
erders of the Secretary of State with a view to prejudicing Indian 
recruitment. That, as I understand it, is the accusation of Babu 
Surendra Nath Mulliek, and my answer to it is that even if we wished 
to do this extraordinary tiling, it would not have been within our power 
to do so; and that whatever recruitment is made to the service will be 
made, an3 made only/in accordance with the orders of the Secretary of 
State. 
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the argument of*Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta, on the othftr hand, has 
taken the general character of a comparison between the merits of the 
Imperial and Provincial Services, and he says practically that the time 
has now some to do away with the Imperial Services and thus save 
money by recruiting from Provincial sources. That is the argument he 
has advanced, and in answer to it I would only point out that in respect 
of these Imperial Services under the Reforms Scheme the power has not 
been given to this Council to make that change. Members may allege 
that the power should have been given, but the fact remains that it 
was not given, and, as a part and parcel of the Reforms Scheme the 
Imperial Services were made definitely subject to the orders of the 
Secretary, of State. Tt is therefore by his orders we are bound, and it 
is no use making recommendations to Government in this Council to 
evade the orders of the Secretary of State and to do what we have not 
got the power to do. So far as that point is concerned, it is impossible 
for us to accept it*. 

The third argument of Kumar Shi b Shekhareswar Ray, again, takes 
another form and is apparently to the effect that as certain Police 
# officers are at present on leave, the Police are idle, and that therefore it 
is obvious that, since we have Id vacancies in our hands, the most 
economical thing we can do is to decline to fill them up. The Kumar 
ap]>ears to he under the impression that a leave reserve is a feature 
peculiar to the Police. I can assure him that it is an ordinary 
incident in the constitution of various services in this country that 
provision should be made on the strength of the ’cadre for the 
men w^o periodically take leave. He has then given certain 
figures — culled, as he says, from the latest Civil List — by looking 
up how' many Police officers are on leave as compared with other ser- 
vices. A comparison of that kind is however bound to he entirely 
fallacious, as there aj*e many conditions affecting the various services in 
different degrees and at different times which might be fully expluna- 
toi;£ of any discrepancies which might appear off-hand. That is parti- 
cularly true at a time like the present, just succeeding the war; during 
the war leave banked up in every service, and we had an accumulation 
of men wanting leave and to whom leave was overdue. Since the war 
we have granted these men leave, and that is the reason why the num- 
ber of men on leave at one time in a particular service may have been 
higher than usual.* We have been enabled to al^ow men to go on leave, 
not, as the Kurnaf thinks, bv allowing so many to idle, but because «m 
various instances single officers have undertaken double duties an*l 
thereby enabled men to go on leave. As instances, it was only the other 
day that I mentioned that the work of the Additional Superintendent of 
Police in Mymensfngh was being undertaken by the Additional Super- 
intendent of Police, Dacca, irf addition to hds own duties; so too, another 
officer, the head of the Criminal Investigation D^artment, is at present 
doing double duty. The idea that, because there is a leavfe reserve in the 
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Pojice department, there are a number of idle* vagabonds who* are 
merely appointed by a misguided Government for the purpose oil suck- 
ing their remuneration from the Indian taxpayers, is entirely a fig- 
ment of the Kumar’s imagination. « 

From the reasons I have given, it follows that we are not prepared 
to accept this resolution and to stop further recruitment to the service 
in England. Until the orders binding us are altered, the service will 
be recruited in accordance with these orders, and constitutionally no 
other course is open to the local Government. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER GH08E Bahadur; If this resolution 
is beyond our jurisdiction, may I know why it was allowed? 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: It is a matter of great 
relief to me after all that the Hon’ hie Sir Henry* Wheeler could not say 
that these appointments had not been made since # the 8th of August 
last. The reason why we wanted this motion to come was not an indi- 
vidual reason, as was suggested by the Hon’ble Member, but because 
I felt that the Government had come to understand that this resolution 
was impossible to be reached by the Council at this sitting, and, there* 
fore, it would lapse. In the meantime, Government could till up the 
remainder of the 18 vacancies. That is the reason why I wanted this 
motion to be taken up now : and I am thankful to my brother council- 
lors for giving me this opportunity. 

After all, I have heard the Hon’ble Member’s reply widi the greatest 
possible attention, in fact T was taking down everything that fell from 
him. We all know that whatever he says is certainly worth* listening 
to with the greatest possible respect, because his orders will affect us in 
this particular instance; but his argument, I am sure, dodfc not satisfy 
anybody. He has said, amongst other things, nothing in particular, but 
only this. “ We have done something according to the rules of the 
Secretary of Slate,” or something of that kind. All that he said 
amounts to this — “ Even if we desired to alter the present arrangement 
we could not do s# without the sanction of the Government and the 
Secretary of State.” I suppose we are not children, not know- 
ing how the sanction of the superior authorities is obtained. 
The sanction is obtained merely on files without anybody look- 
ing at them. Here is a recommendation going 1 from the Bengal 
Council. Am I to understand that the Government <?f India would scru- 
finise it carefully and then pass it? I am one who is born here and I 
•know how work is done here — routine work, file work is done automati- 
cally — as I have seen many European officers doing it. Am I to under- 
stand' that the Secretary of State does not accept the principle he has 
himself laid down that 38 pe? cent, should.be recruited from the ‘Indians? 
Can the Hon’ble Member say that up till to-day there has been a single 
Assistant Superintendent of Police appointed from India, so far as the 
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children of the soil are concerned ? And as against that what ard these 
Assistant Superintendents may I know? But the Government of India 
know it. This is what the Government of India say in a recent circular 
about tlfese Assistant Superintendents of Police and I need not say any- 
thing more than quote the following: — 

“ An examination of the scales of pay at present admissible to officers 
of the varitous departments shows that the Indian Police Service, the 
service whose pjiy was first revised, is at some disadvantage when com- 
pared wifh the other Imperial Services. Its time-scale starts at a lower 
figure and rises to a lower maximum than that of other service, while 
there is a smaller percentage of administrative and other posts above 
the time-scale. It is recognised that the Police officer commences his 
services at a less mature (I lay stress on the words ‘ less mature ’ ) age 
and has not to incut* the expenditure upon technical education which is 
nechssary in the case of members of such services as the Forest and 
Engineering services. The Government of India consider, however, 
that these factors should not operate to place him throughout his ser- 
vice at a permanent disadvantage as compared with members of the 
specialist services; and they are accordingly pleased, with the sanction 
of the Secretary of State in Council, to announce the following revised 
rates of pay for the Indian Police Service.” 

I did not like to say anything about it, I did not refer to all that: 1 
did not use one word that no Europeans should be recruited. I said 
simply, “ Let not that be done at the present time.” I further said 
nothing about those who have already been appointed but not to appoint 
any mqre men and no further than this. That was the spirit in which 
I said about the Indianisation of the service which is indeed a reasonable 
thing. I{ that is objected to in this way, then I may say what I know 
of these Assistant Superintendents of Police. I know that these Assis- 
tant Superintendents of Police are not fit for anything except smoking 
cigarettes — what I think, they have taken to early in life. I have seen 
them doing it and doing nothing else. When they come here, they do 
not know the language, they do not know the manners and customs; 
they do not know anything about offences, as they know well that below 
them are Deputy Superintendents of Police, very capable Indians and 
well experienced, and above them are superior officers: and they there- 
fore do nothing but smoke and smoke and smoke away their time. We 
know what these Assistant Superintendents arf>| — they are no other per- 
sons than the undesirable relatives of those in power and who cannot £ass 
the Indian Civil Service examination, and who are smuggled into the 
Imperial Services to the detriment of India’s own children. I did Hot 
like to refer to all this; but inasmuch as my resolution, which is 
merely a request, *has been most unsympathetically received, I am bound 
to bring these facts to the notice of the Council. I claim here only a 
morsel— only a morsel — of the food for my ow^ men to whom injustice 
has been done, and is this the way I am going to be treated? Is it the 
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spirit that reigns supreme under the so-called RefcSrms? Does itjshow 
that you are anxious for India nising the services and ‘for giving the 
Indians equal treatment? If that be so, then I must say that the 
Reforms is merely an eye-wash and an absolute camouflage. *1 am not 
prepared to accept all that and none of my countrymen is prepared to 
accept that. You cannot even come down from your high place and give 
only a portion — only a morsel — and throw it down to these fellows. 
You are not even prepared to do that. After all, you # have got to rem- 
ember that^the money is ours — you will have to give it to us, eyen if you 
do not do it to-day or to-morrow — you will have to be forced to do it 
some time hence. We may be powerless at present but we are a grow- 
ing nation. We demand our powers and privileges. If you stifle therti 
now, you will only make us stronger and more worthy to insist upon our 
rights and privileges. This is not how I expected this resolution to be 
treated. I thought that the Hon’ble Member would say: “ Yes, efforts 
will be made to take Indians into the Police service.'* But if yon say 
that this cannot be accepted and that we are wrong and, therefore, the 
Government is absolutely right, we refuse to accept it. You have not 
been able to satisfy us at all. Mere flow of words from the Government 
does not satisfy my mind. What are the facts? Up till now not a 
single Indian has been appointed as Assistant Superintendent of Police. 
May I ask why? But we know Bengalis — Hindus and Mussalmans — 
are appointed as Assistant Magistrates, because they are members of the 
Indian Civil Service. You could not resist them because they had passed 
the Indian Civil Service examination but you resist our mefl from being 
appointed Assistant Superintendents of Police only because it ip left to 
your choice and not left to the result of an examination. T^et the 
Imperial Police appointments be thrown open to a competitive examina- 
tion and let us see who can get in — whether Europeans or our Indian 
boys get in. (Hear, hear.) You have not the courage to do it and 
that is why we are justified in asking for the recruitment being made 
here. I expected that my request would be at least partially accepted. 
The prayer made on behalf of my own countrymen was simply, “ give 
us something out of the Bread which is legitimately ours. Do not deprive 
us of even a morsel of it.” That was only my prayer and if this is 
not accepted, then what shall we say of the “ Reforms,” “ Indianisa- 
tion ” and “ equalisation ” and all that! 

e 

Survey of Bengal cotton tracts. 

* Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : “This Council recom- 
mends that the Government of Bengal do represent to the Government 
of India that the botanical survey of the cotton tracts 6f Bengal be made 
as early as possible.” * * 

When 'most of us aft not in a mood to hear and are eager to get 
home let me assure the hon’ble members that P am not going to inflict 



1981.] ^URVEY OF BENGAL COTTON TRACTS. «57 

a long speech but sHall make a few observations and refer • to certain 
salient points only. In the first place, let me tell you that this is a 
recommendation of the Iudian Cotton Committee — a recommendation 
that was made in 1919, and, as such, I hope it will have the support of 
the non-official as well as the official members. 

In the second place, I request you to realise the present position of 
Bengal as a, cotton-grower and it is really an exceedingly unfortunate 
position. All of you know, I believe, that India is the second largest 
cotton-grower in*the world, next only to America, contributing about 5 
million bales of cotton every year to the world’s annual cotttm produce 
of 25J million bales. But in respec t ot cotton, Bengal occupies almost 
the last position among the Indian provinces having 0-3 per cent, of 
the total area under cotton in India. Whether this is an enviable or at 
all a desirable position I leave it to you to judge. 

In the third place, I should like to point out to you with what interest 
and enthusiasm the Agricultural Department of the Government is tack- 
ling this problem — a problem which is next only in importance to the rice 
problem. While strenuous attempts are being made to find out newer 
and better strains of jute, as regards cotton no serious endeavour at 
all seems to have been made. For if you only take the trouble to 
consult the reply that was given on the 14th March to my unstarred 
question No. 56, you will find that 1 have not only been twitted for 
framing the question in such a manner as presupposes increase in area 
or outturn but that the Hon’ble the Minister has, by quoting facts and 
figures, conclusively shown that increase or improvement is not in the 
line and that the area under cotton is dwindling since 1914, and that 
the outturn per acre is almost the same as it was in 1907-08, i.e. f when 
the Agricultural Department was organised under a Director of Agri- 
culture. 

My fourth point is that an erroneous idea prevails even in high 
quarters that the soil of Bengal is altogether unfavourable to the pro- 
duction of cotton and specially long staple cotton. This presumption 
be?ore any actual serious attempt to improve the outturn of cotton or 
the area under it is unwarrantable to say the least of it. This is at 
least not supported by histor\ . Bengal has unlearnt cotton growing it 
is true. Why, I need not say. But that it produced very good cotton 
and indeed the finest cotton not long ago is borne out by history and by 
the testimony not'of swadcshi preachers but of early English reports 
and of early English writers. I cannot do better than quote, as l^is 
been done by a learned correspondent, the following: — 

Letter No. 57, dated the 5th September, 1828. 

From — The Secretary to the Court of Directors, 

To — The Secretary to the India Board. 

The* delicate fabrics of Dacca were at all timfs manufactured entirely from the 
ootton of that district which is the finest of all cotton dfc India and is probably the 
finest in the world. * 
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Again the following extract is culled from T. ^Ellison’s cotton trade 
of Great Britain : — 

“ Fabrics as fine as any that can be turned out at the present day by most 
perfect machinery in Lancashire were produced by the nimble fingers of Hindu 
spinners and the primitive looms of Hindu weavers before the invasion of Britain 
by the Romans — in fact, at a period when the inhabitants of the British Isles were 
attired in the skins of wild animals, the leading people of India were luxuriating 
in garments of a texture so fine as to have earned the poetic description of' woven 
wind ’ and what is still more astonishing is the circumstance that the cotton with 
which this wonderful perfection waB attained, was the much despised Surats and 
Bengals.” 

Does it not prove that Bengal is capable of producing the finest 
cotton in India, and if so, should not the earliest steps be taken to 
ascertain the cotton tracts of this province by a comprehensive botanical 
survey as the fiist step towards the improvements the cotton position^ 
of Bengal? 

« 

With these lew words, I commend this resolution to the acceptance 
of the House. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, • 
Khan Bahadur: The subject matt or of the resolution, namely, the bota- 
nical survey of the cotton tracts of Bengal was one of the recommenda- 
tions of the Indian Cotton Committee. Orders were accordingly passed 
for the initiation of the survey. The report of the Director of Agricul- 
ture is being awaited. I accept the resolution and shall take steps for 
the completion of the survey as soon as practicable. 

The resolution was then put to vote and carried. 


Cattle-breeding in Bengal. 

Mr, PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: I beg leave to move the following 
resolution which was said to have been moved by my friend Mr. Erfan 
Ali, but dropped then for want of time:— “This Council recommends to 
the Government that early steps be taken to improve the breed of cattle 
in Bengal — 

(a) by providing suitable hulls; 

( b ) by providing grazing-grounds; 

(c) by encouraging the system of indigenous veterinary treatment; 

and 

(d) by offering prizes, rewards and cups in the local hdts and melas 
for good cattle. ” 

Th£ matter is of vital importance to the whole community and should 
no longer be neglected and passed over with indifference and apathy. I 
feel it my duty to movait now, and 1 hope 1 will get the whole-hearted 
support of the entire House. The subject which 1 am going to place 
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before ^>u, to-day^ Sir, is neither a political nor a social one. It is 
mainly a question of general public utility. So, there cannot Be two 
questions upon it and I hope it can claim the sympathy of every one 
in this House, no matter whether he be a nationalist or a moderate, a 
Muhammadan or a Hindu. 

Now, let me turn to ray subject without further introduction. Sir, 
you all know, that there are few subjects in which Bengal is so very# 
backward as those of cattle and cattle-breading. Bengal is pre-emi- 
nently an agricultural country, in which about 75-4 per cent, of the^ 
populatitm depend for their living upon agriculture; but the cattle 
which form the life and soul of agriculture are deficient both in numl>er 
and in quality. The number of cattle in Bengal is very small in pro- 
portion* to her population when coinpaiison is made with that of' other 
agricultural countries of the world. Thus, while the number of cattle 
pei; 100 of population in Bengal is only about 59, it is 74 in Denmark, 
79 in the Unitqjl States of America, 80 in Canada, 120 in Cu]>e Colony, 
150*in New Zealand, 259 in Australia, 828 in Argentine Republic and 
500 in Uruguay. In this connection, it may be pointed out that the 
communique issued by the Director of Information, Bengal, is mislead- 
ing as it deals only with the number of cattle of India and other coun- 
tries without taking into account the proportion of them either to the 
population or to the acreage under cultivation. 

Next the number of bulls and bullocks is not sufficient to bring 
under cultivation the arable land of this province. A pair of cuttle 
in Bengal iias to till about 19 acres of land, whereas it would require 
in the ordinary course 4 pairs of cattle. This in a large measure 
accouiftjs for the poor outturn of crops in this province as compared with 
that of other countries. 

Further, the number of milch cattle also is scarcely enough to supply 
one-eighth of the present population with a fair quantity of milk. The 
need per individual is reckoned at 2 pints a day, whereas at the present 
rgte of production in Bengal each head can hardly get more than one- 
sixteenth of a pint a day. 

As regards quality also the cattle of Bengal lias deteriorated very 
much and is still deteriorating day by day. The ordinary village 

cattle of this province might practically be spoken of as the most 

inferior in Indify They are small, over-worked, half-starved animals 
and most of them in my opinion are also inferior in size and strength. 
In some parts of*Jalpaiguri district of which I have personal experience 
and about which I can speak with authority, the average height of 
cattle will not be more than 8£ feet, and, I think, that within the 

course of about another 20 or 30 years the size of cattle in Bengal will 

be something like oi dinary Patna goats. 

tfhis unsatisfactory state of things, both as regards number and 
quality, has led to an abnormal rise in the prfce of cattle, crops, milk 
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and milk products on the one hand, and on the otheryfco the poof physique 
of many of the population, prevalence of disease and abnormal death- 
rate among the people, specially among women and children. The 
reasons of all these evils, we have not to go far to seek. They are, in my 
opinion, the results of ill or improper breeding, insufficient grazing 
grounds, infectious diseases amongst the cattle and, lastly, want of 
pro)>er medical relief accorded to them. 

Let me now discuss these reasons one by one. In Bengal, the male 
off-springs are not generally emasculated until they are' three years old. 
Hence the cows are served by immature and as often as not, diseased^ 
degenerated or otherwise undesirable males. Therefore, it is evident’ 
that there is a lack of good bulls for breeding purposes in this province. 
The Annual lieport of the Bengal Veterinary College, 1919-20, goes to 
show that there are only 124 stud-bulls owned by .the Government and 
the district board, out of 71 millions of cattle that we have in Bengal — 
the milch cow forming half of this number. The praportion seems to 
me to be ridiculously small and their number should be largely multi- 
plied to produce any appieciable effect on the country. We can expect 
little improvement in this line from the ignorant and poverty-stricken 
cultivators, who form the main breeders of cattle in Bengal. Hence, 
1 would suggest that the Government should extend their helping hand 
to the poor diltivat us and take up this matter in hand in right earuest. 
In mv opinion, every district board should have a model Breeding-stud 
and every municipality, thana and village union should be made to keep 
an adequate number of suitable high class stud-bulls whhffi could be 
utilised by the people free or on payment of a nominal charge. 

1 'crimp* it will not be out of place to mention here another fact m 
this connection which should receive the kind attention and considera- 
tion of the Government. At piesent, sufficient number of cattle in this 
proxince are slaughtered and freely exported with the result that the 
best breeds of them have been considerably depleted. As for example 
Angole and Punjab breed are largely exported to Java. Now I wojild 
most emphatically request the Government to put a stop to this system 
at an early date possible. 


Another cause of ‘deterioration of Bengal cattle is, as I have said, lack 
of sufficient pasture-grounds which, as you will know, are being daily 
encroached upon and turned into cultivated areas, etc., with the hope of 
getting an increased outturn of crops and one thing or other. But 
instead of that, the outturn is going to be diminished in proportion 
to the area that is being brought under cultivation. To obtain thus an 
increase in the outturn would depend not on increasing the area under 
cultivation such as by the encroachment of pasture-lands but by the 
adoption of intensive method pi' cultivation ^such as is practised in*other 
civilised countries. Ju*t mark, the proportion of grazing-grounds to 
the total area in this province is the smallest of all countries. In the 
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United States of America the proportion is 1 to 16 in Germany* and 
Japan it is 1 to *6, in England in the United Kingdom and in New Zea- 
land it is 1 to 3, while in India it is 1 to 27. 

For reference I would mention here that during the rainy season 
in some parts of Bengal the surrounding lands remain under water and 
not an inch of ground is left for grazing purposes. So, during this 
season, the cattle are tied down to a pole all day and night and having 
no opportunity t® graze about freely, their condition becomes very mis- 
erable for* want of sufficient food and due to constant confinement. In 
•order to relieve this pitiable condition, arrangements should be made 
to provide for raised grazing-grounds in every village in those parts. 

In view of the above Government interference is needed to check 
further encroachment upon grazing-grounds and to provide for the 
gradual reclamation of pasture-lands by authorising municipalities, 
district boards, ^amindars and land-holders to spend a portion of 
their* funds and lands for this purpose, and further by the acquisition 
and proper maintenance of grazing-lands by provincial Governments 
where necessary. 


Thereby in this connection the problem of cattle-diseases should 
also be properly dealt with. It is well known that in Bengal rinder- 
pests and other common diseases amongst common, low class of cattle 
appear in most \ indent form and is more frequent than in other countries. 
Therefore, in order to combat this evil, the question of adequate medical 
relief to be 'given to the cattle should not Ik* neglected. Though some 
good results have been obtained through the active veterinary assis- 
tants maintained by the Government, yet I think the present arrange- 
ment is not quite sufficient to cope with the present situation. 
Therefore* my suggestion would be that Government should encourage 
the indigenous system of cattle treatment which was prevalent in 
Bengal from time immemorial. 

^As we all know that from the time of the Atharva Veda down to that 
of Chakrapani Dutta of Asokan times, the indigenous system of cattle 
treatment appears to have reached a high stage of perfection and that 
knowledge has lx*en preserved to some extent by go-haul .< (cattle- 
suygeons) of the country. My suggestion with regard to the ypint is 
that this system, ^which has practically died out for want of Stab* ]>at- 
ronage, should be revived by Government as i^ will prove to he less 
expensive and suited to the constitution and condition of Bengal cattle 
and it will further help considerably in checking and curing diseases. 
It is all the more to be revived because the graduates now turned out 
by the Government Veterinary College are too few to deal with any 
outbreak of disea&es. Lastly, in order to encourage cattle-breeding 
amonj*8*t the peasantry, annual melas and fairs should be held under the 
auspices of the local board and village unions^for good cattle shows. 
Then prizes and medals should be distributed to the best competitors 
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after having {he cattle exhibited, testified and judgecf by ^iperts. This 
sort of prize distribution amongst the best breeders of cattle would serve 
the double purpose of encouraging breeding of cattle in a scientific 
and systematic way, and improving agriculture at the same time. 
Therefore, before I resume my seat, I would once more ask the House 
to extend their support to this resolution, and then urge the Govern- 
' ment to give effect to my suggestions enumerated above, &§ early as 
possible, as it is an urgent need of the country. - < 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: I have great pleasure to 
second this resolution. It is known to everybody that the interest of 
the cow is very dear to all of us, and at the present moment we find that 
we, both Hindus and Muhammadans, have joined in a common desire 
to improve the condition of cattle, so far so that the old Bakr Id 
riots have disappeared. This request to Government ^o help us in a 
matter on which depends the life of our children is one which we can 
very well ask the Go\ eminent to take into favourable consideration, 
and I earnestly hope that Government will be pleased to grant us the 
, prayer. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I congratulate my young 
friend on his moving this resolution. This is a matter which, I am 
sure, will meet with the unanimous support of the House, both from 
the official and the non-official quarter. I find that even in- Calcutta 
if we could give effect to this resolution in co-operation with Govern- 
ment, it would really be conferring a boon to the people, andji this 
resolution is given effect to throughout the Presidency of Bengal, I 
am sure that will greatly improve the condition of the cattle Vhich is 
at present deplorable. Touching upon this resolution, I wish to say 
one or two words on some special points raised in this connection. ‘ 
As regards the supply of suitable bulls, I think the suggestion made 
by my friend for enabling the municipalities and union committees to 
keep the requisite number of bulls in their areas for breeding purposes, 
is an excellent one. I may state for the information of the House that 
this is a suggestion which was made in the Corporation by me and 
met with the full support of the members that the Corporation shoultf 
make arrangements for the maintenance of three or four good bulls in 
the different goirkhanas at their expense for breeding purposes. 

T do not want to take up the time of the Council by dilating on the 
affairs of Calcutta. The question of grazing-grounds is a common 
factor in all parts of the Presidency. For want of these grazing- 
grounds many cows are sent to the slaughter-house. 

As regards the promotion of indigenous veterinary education/ we 
know to our great inconvenience that we cannot get these veterinary 
assistants : they are too few in number, and therefore, it is necessary 
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to encourage these g%haidyas or indigenous veterinary doctors. They 
are practically a* dying class. I hope the Hon’ble Minister will be 
pleased to give this resolution his best consideration. 

Maulvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: I have no doubt that the Hindu 
gentlemen* who are here will welcome this resolution and also the 
Muhammadans, Providing of suitable bulls is an act of religion on 
the part of tfie Hindus. Formerly, they used to dedicate some bulls 
•to God, and they were called Dharamshars and they were not molested 
by anybody and they used to graze upon everybody’s land and thrive 
upon th*at. T-ut now times are changed, and then? foie, there must be 
some provision, so that those bulls may be properly kept for the purpose 
of proper breeding. 

In regard to grazing-grounds, there were grazing-grounds in ancient 
times* but now the grabbing of money is so dear to the people, that 
these grazing-groiyids have been encroached upon and they have been 
turned' to cultivated land. It is now the duty of Government to pro- 
vide such grazing-grounds in every village so that the breeding of 
cattle may thrive. 

* With these words, I beg to support the resolution. 

Maulvi SHAH MUHAMMAD CHAUDHURI : I congratulate the 
mover of this resolution. As to (a), I have nothing to say as it will 
improve the breeding of cattle. As to (b), T am quite at a loss to 
understand how this can be done. This suggestion is beset with many 
difficulties, such as the question of providing money, the question of 
getting agitable grazing-lands, etc. 1 do not think it will be practicable 
for the Council to take any steps in this direction. 

The Hmfble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The mover has suggested four means by which the 
breed of cattle in Bengal can be improved. In the first place, he asks 
for the provision of suitable bulls. I am well aware of the fact that 
the existing number of bulls maintained by local bodies and Government 
for breeding purposes is hopelessly insufficient. Matters are therefore 
being put in train for providing stud-hulls throughout the province. 
But the matter is not without difficulty as conditions differ widely in 
the different paits of the province and we will have to take the local 
conditions into consideration in evolving a race of good milking and 
draught animals. £ am therefore aiming at gradually starting a cattle 
farm in every district of Bengal where these questions will be studied. 
In the second place, he asks for the provision of grazing-grounds. I 
am afraid that Government can do little in this matter. As regards 
Government estates the Board of Revenue has issued instructions 
which, «if followed, will ensure that grazitig-grounds are maintained. 
In other estates, when a record-of-rights is prepafed, if it is found that 
there is a communal right of grazing over certain lands,* the fact is 
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recorded in the record-of-rights and a list of theses lands is attached 
the record of each village. Beyond this Government cannot go. 
is out of the question that Government should assume the respons 
bility of providing grazing land for every village in the province ar 
it must confine itself to protecting as far as possible existing rights < 
grazing. To me it appears that the setting apart of pasture 'lands < 
grazing commons is no longer practicable from the economic stan 
point, and the only possible means of solving the fodder question : 
the intensive cultivation of fodder crops and their storage. 

The mover next proposes that the system of indigenous veterinar 
treatment should he encouraged. My first difficulty, Sir, is that I ai 
not aware of the existence of any indigenous system of veterinary treai 
ment. There are simple remedies which the cultivators use for th 
commoner diseases of cattle, but there is nothing which can be calle 
a system or made the subject of encouragement by Government. A 
regards the mover’s fourth proposal regarding the aw&rd of prizes, etc. 
for good cattle in hats and melas I may mention that such encourag* 
ment is given m cattle fairs and shows. I shall inquire and see if i 
would be possible to give such rewards and prizes on a more extender 
scale than at present. 

Sir, I would like to assure the Council that Government are no 
neglecting the important question of improving the cattle of Bengal 
We have already gfot a trained staff of veterinary assistants an 
inspectors in the jnufassai to treat cattle diseases and to,, educate th 
raivat in the proper care and improvement of their stock. It is the polic; 
of Government ultimately to provide two veterinary assistants-^one itin 
erant and one stationary in each subdivision where there should also b< 
a dispensary. In this respect we look up to th^ local bodius to giv< 
effect to the scheme, and I trust that they will ere long give tangibl 
proof of their interest in the matter by increasing the number of veteii 
nary assistants and veterinary dispensaries. 

I would welcome any practical scheme for the improvement of chc 
cattle of Bengal, -but T confess that the resolution does not throw fr§sl 
light in the matter In the circumstances which I have explained J 
hope that the mover will not press his resolution but withdraw it. 

Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: I have not much to add to what 1 
have already said^ I Sully realise the situation, but I beg to submit 
that unless we have proper grazing-grounds, th§ cattle-breeding cannoi 
be improved, and Government n^ust see to this. 

The motion was flien put and carried. 

The PRE8IDENT: I am,afraid I cannot proceed further with the 
list of non-official busiress. I now call upon the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr tc 
make a statement in connection with the Assam-Bengal Bailway strike 
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Assam-Bengal Railway strike. 

MEMBER in ohargeof DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (thaHon'ble 
Mr. Kerr): I have been in communication with the members of this 
Council who come from the Chittagong Division regarding the strike 
on the Assam-Bengal Railway. They were exceedingly anxious that 
the resolution on this subject should be taken up out of its turn ; but 
this was not found possible. In discussing the matter with them 1 com- 
municated to th£m such information as I had on the subject. They 
said that much of the information was new to them and that it would 
*be useful if I could make a statement in the Council on the subject. 
Accordingly I took His Excellency’s approval to that course, and 1 
have got your permission, Sir, to make this statement now. 

I need not take up the time of the Council by going into the causes 
of the strike. Suffice it to say that, as it has been admitted both by 
the men themselves and by their leaders, the men came out in order to 
express disapproval of the action of the Government in connection with 
the icpnfriation of the coolies at Chandpur. At a later stage, certain 
economic grievances were also put. forward; coupled with demands for 
strike pay and for the re-grant of the gratuities earned by the men pre- 
vious to the strike. The Government of Bengal have, of course, no 
conti ol over the Assam-Bengal Railway. That control rests with the 
Railway Board; but I have been in comm uni cation with the Railway 
Company, regarding these matters and on more than one occasion, I 
have brought the requests of the strikers and the it representatives to 
the notice of the Railway Company. The Railway Company were un- 
willing t*> give way on any of these points, but they let it be known 
some weeks ago that they were willing to take back any of the strikers 
for whom they bad vacancies. As a result of that the strikers have 
been dribbling back in considerable numbers. According to a telegram, 
\£hicb I. received a few days ago from the Agent, the latest figures show 
tl^offt of '8,000 men who went on strike last May, 3,500 have returned 
tq*w'5rk up to date. A pprox^nTbtely? 3,40()jti^W4xmii ^v^ been append- 
ed* to vacancies on the line and there are 'therefore still*], 100 vacancies 
on the pre-strike establishment to be filled. The Railway Company 
have authorised me to say that they are still perfectly willing to take 
back any of their old employees for Whom vacancies exist, but that they 
fc are still recruiting new' men fcnd it is desirable therefore that those 
persons who wish to take advantage of the Railway Company’s offer 
should do so without delay. The strike may, therefore, be said to J>e * 
practically over. The Railway Company have ample men to run the full 
service of trains at the present time. Their present difficulties arise * 
from the attempts which are now being made t$ wreck trains on the 
railway line and which beefcme so serioifc about a fortnight ago that 
the Railway Company had to stop night running. Unfortunately, we 
have not been able to apprehend the perpetrators of these dastardly acts;- 
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so I ,have ua right to blame the strikers or any bodV of persons. But I 
do say, -and I am sure the Council will agree with me, that the persons 
who are responsible for these outrages have been guilty of the most 
dastardly conduct. I can imagine no act more wicked than the act of 
a man who deliberately goes out at night to remove rails from a 
railway line in the certain knowledge that he is thereby risking the 
wrecking of a train carrying hundreds of innocent passengers, mostly 
his own fellow countrymen, r I do not think the Council and the public 
realise how serious this t^p-wrecking business has become; since 
the end of May last there have been no less than 18 attempts in .which 
fishbolts have actually been removed from rails on the line; and no 
less than 8 attempts took place in the first half of August. Fortunately 
in only two of these cases was the train actually derailed, but unfortu- 
nately one Indian passenger lost his life, while three others received 
serious injuries. It is only the mercy ot Providence and the vigilance 
exorcised by the Pailway employees and the police which have prevented 
further loss of life. I am ve»y glad that Mr. Gandhi, during his recent 
visit to Chittagong, has condemned these acts of “ sabotage ” in no 
unceitain voice; but there has been very little about it in the news- 
papers and now that the facts have been publicly stated, I trust that 
public opinion will manifest itself against the cowardly perpetrators of 
these crimes. 

That, then, is the, present situation. The strike is practically at an 
end and the only obstacle in the way of resumption of complete and 
safe running are these attempts at train-wrecking which will, I hope, 
be condemned in no uncertain voice by the public of this country. In 
these circumstances, there is no necessity for Government to intervene 
in the matter ot the strike, but they will take all the steps thj^t are pos- 
sible to secure the safe runuing yf the trains and the safety of the 
general public; and they feel that they are entitled to rely on publje 
opinion to support them in their action. 


Prorogation. 

TflO PRE8IDEHT: His Excellency the Governor bus declared the 
Council to be prorogued. 

Tlie members then dispersed. 
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